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INTRODUCTION. 

TWO  motives  liave  induced  me  to  publifh  the  following  treatife.  In 
the  firft  place,  I  am  not  without  hope,  that  feveral  new  obfervations, 
contained  in  it,  will  be  deemed  worthy  of  the  public  attention  5  in  the  next 
place,  I  am  defirous  to  have  an  opportunity  of  Ihewing  from  whom  fome 
opinions,  that  have  made  their  way  into  the  medical  world,  originated. 

But,  as  much  of  the  theory,  which  will  often  be  referred  to  in  the  courfe 
of  this  work,  is  peculiar  to  myfelf,  it  feems  necelTary  to  give  an  introduc- 
tory explanation  of  fome  parts  of  it,  in  order  that  the  terms  ufed  may  be 
the  more  intelligible  to  the  reader. 


I.     OF  SYMPATHY, 

i  divide  fympathy  Into  tv/o  kinds ;  univerfal,  and  partiaL 
Univerfal  fympathy  is,  an  aiFedion  wherein  the  whole  conflitutlon  iym- 
pathifes  with  fome  fenfation  or  adlion.     Partial  fympathy  is,  an  affedion 
v/herein  one  or  more  diflind  parts  fympathife  with  fome  local  fenfation,  or 
adion 

The  univerfal  fympathies  are  different  in  different  difeafes ;  but  thole 
that  occur  in  the  venereal  difeafe  are  principally  two  ;  the  fymptomatic 
fever,  and  the  heftic  fever.  The  fymptomatic  fever  is  an  immediate  effedt 
of  fome  local  injury,  and  feldom  takes  place  in  the  venereal  difeafe  in  any 
great  degree  under  any  of  its  forms,  except  in  the  cafe  of  a  fwelled  teflicle, 
which  is  itfelf  an  Inflance  of  a  partial  fympathy ;  the  fymptomatic  fever 
here,  therefore,  is  ;xn  univerfal  fympathy  ariling  from  a  partial  one.  The 
hedlic  fever  is  an  univerfal  fympathy  with  a  local  difeafe,  whicli  the  confll- 
tution  is  not  able  to  overcome.  This  takes  place  oftener  and  in  a  greater 
degree  in  the  lues  venerea  than  in  any  otlier  form  of  the  difeafe. 
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I  divide  partial  lympathy  into  three  kinds  ;  the  remote,  the  contiguous^ 
and  the  contimious.  The  remote  is,  where  there  appears  to  be  no  viliblc 
connection  of  parts  from  whence  we  can  account  for  fuch  effefts,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  pain  of  the  Ihouldcr  in  an  inflammation  of  the  liver.  The  conti- 
guous is,  that  which  appears  to  have  no  other  connection  tlian  what  arifes 
from  vicinity  or  contadt  of  feparate  parts  j  an  inflance  of  which  we  have 
in  the  flomach  and  inteflines  fympathifing  with  the  integuments  of  the 
abdomen.  The  continuous  is,  where  there  is  no  interruption  of  parts,  and 
the  fympathy  runs  along  from  the  irritating  point,  as  from  a  centre,  which 
is  the  mofl  common  of  all  fympathies.  We  have  an  example  of  this  in 
the  fp reading  of  inflammation.  * 


II.     OF  MORBID  ACTIONS   BEING  INCOMPATIBLE  WITH 

EACH  OTHER. 

The  venereal  difeafe  is  not  only  fufpected  to  be  prefent  in  many  cafes  where 
the  nature  of  the  diforder  is  not  well  marked,  but  it  is  fuppofed  that  it  can 
be  combined  with  other  difeafes,  fuch  as  the  itch  and  the  fcurvy.  Thus 
we  hear  of  pocky  itch,  and  of  fcurvy  and  the  venereal  difeafe  combined  j 
but  this  fuppofition  appears  to  me  to  be  founded  in  error.  I  have  never 
feen  any  fuch  cafes,  nor  do  they  feem  to  be  confiftent  with  the  principles  of 
morbid  aftion  in  the  animal  oeconomy.  It  appears  to  me,  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  no  two  aftions  can  take  place  in  the  fame  conftitution,  or  in  the  fame 
part,  at  one  and  the  fame  time.  No  two  different  fevers  can  exifl:  in  the 
fame  conftitution ;  nor  two  local  difeafes  in  the  fame  part  at  the  fame 
time ;  yet  as  the  venereal  difeafe,  when  it  attacks  the  fkin,  bears  a  refem- 
blance  to  thofe  fymptoms  which  are  vulgarly  called  fcorbutic,  they  are  often 
fuppofed  to  be  mixed  and  to  exift  in  the  fame  part. 

What  has  been  called  a  fcorbutic  conftitution,  is  no  more  than  a  confti- 
tution very  fufceptible  of  an  adtion  producing  eruptions  on  the  flcin,  when- 
ever an  immediate  caufe  takes  place ;  and  there  are  fome  parts  of  the  body 
more  fufceptible  of  this  than  others,  in  which,  therefore,  a  flighter  imme- 
diate caufe  is  fufRcient  to  excite  the  aftion  ;  but  the  eafy  fufceptibility, 

with 
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with  refpeft  to  one  difeafe,  is  not  a  reafon  why  a  conflitution  fhould  not 
like  wife  be  fufceptible  of  other  difeafes.  A  man  may  have  the  pox  and 
the  fmallpox  at  the  fame  time;  that  is,  parts  of  his  body  may  have  been 
contaminated  by  the  venereal  poifon,  and  the  fmallpox  may  take  place,  and 
both  difeafes  may  appear  together,  but  not  in  the  fam.e  parts.  If  both 
were  confequences  of  fever,  and  each  followed  the  fever  nearly  about  the 
fame  time,  it  would  be  impoffible  for  each  to  have  its  refpeftive  eruption, 
even  in  different  parts,  at  the  fame  time ;  two  fevers,  antecedent  to  thefe 
different  difeafes,  cannot  be  co-exiftent. 

From  this  principle,  I  think  I  may  fairly  put  the  following  queries.  Does 
not  the  failure  of  inoculation,  and  the  power  of  refifting  many  infedlions, 
fometimes  arife  from  the  perfon's  having,  at  the  fame  time,  fome  other 
difeafe,  and  therefore  being  incapable  of  a  new  adtion  ?  Does  not  the  great 
difference  in  the  time,  from  the  application  of  the  caufe,  to  the  appearance 
of  the  efFecfl,  in  many  cafes,  depend  upon  the  fame  principle  ?  It  has  been 
fometimes  obferved,  that  the  puncture  in  the  arm  has  fliewn  no  fign  of 
inflammation  in  fourteen  days  after  the  application  of  the  variolous  poifon. 
Has  there  not  been  another  difeafe  in  the  conftitution  at  the  time  of  inocu- 
lation ?  Does  not  the  cure  of  fome  difeafes  depend  upon  the  fame  principle  ? 
The  fufpenfion,  or  cure  of  a  gonorrhoea  by  a  fever  may  be  an  inftance  of 
this. 

Let  me  illuftrate  this  principle  flill  further,  by  one  of  many  cafes  which 
have  come  under  my  own  obfervation.  On  Thurfday,  the  iixteenth  of 
March.,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-five,  I  inoculated  a  gen- 
tleman's child;  in  whofe  arms  it  was  obferved  I  made  large  punftures.  On 
the  Sunday  following,  he  appeared  to  have  received  the  infedlion ;  a  fmall 
inflammation  or  rednefs  appearing  round  each  pund:ure,  and  a  fmall  tumour 
above  the  furface  of  the  fkin  having  been  obferved.  On  the  twentieth, 
and  the  tv/enty-firfi:,  the  child  was  feverifli ;  but  I  declared  that  the  fever 
was  not  variolous,  as  the  inflammation  had  not  at  all  advanced  fince  the 
nineteenth.  On  the  twenty-fecond,  a  confiderable  eruption  appeared,  which 
was  evidently  the  meafles  :  upon  this  the  fores  on  the  arms  appeared  to  go 
back,  becoming  lefs  inflamed.  On  the  twenty-third,  he  was  very  full  of 
the  meafles  3  the  pundures  on  the  arms  being  in  the  fame  flate  as  on  the 
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preceding  day.  On  the  twenty-fifth,  the  meafles  began  to  difappear.  On 
the  twenty-fixth,  and  twenty-feventli,  the  punftures  began  again  to  look  a 
little  red.  On  the  twenty -ninth,  the  inflammation  increafed,  and  there 
was  a  little  matter  formed.  On  the  thirtieth,  he  was  fcized  with  fever. 
The  fmall  pox  appeared  at  the  regular  time,  went  through  its  ufual  courfe. 
And  terminated  favourably.  In  like  manner  it  may  be  obferved,  that  the 
venereal  difeafe  makes  its  appearance  at  different  periods  after  infedion.  Is 
not  this  explicable  on  the  fame  principle  ? 


III.  OF  THE  COMPARATIVE  POWERS  OF  DIFFERENT  PARTS 
OF  THE  BODY— FROM  SITUATION— FROM  STRUCTURE. 

Wi:  fliall  have  occafion  to  obferve,  that  the  parts  affefted  aiTume  the 
morbid  adlion  more  readily,  and  continue^it  more  rapidly,  when  near  to  the 
fource  of  the  circulation  than  when  far  from  it ;  for  the  heart  exerts  its 
Influence  upon  the  different  parts  of  the  body,  in  proportion  to  their  vicinity 
to  it ;  and  the  more  diftant  that  the  parts  are,  the  vi^eaker  are  their  powers. 

This  is,  perhaps,  better  illuflrated  by  difeafe  than  by  any  actions  in  health; 
for  in  health  we  have  no  comparative  trials,  as  no  two  parts  of  the  machine, 
at  unequal  diftances  from  the  heart,  can  be  thrown  into  equal  adtion,  and 
therefore  no  conclulions  can  be  drawn.  It  may  be  obferved,  that  all  the 
vital  parts  are  near  the  heart. 

In  difeafes  we  fee  mortification,  arifing  from  debility,  in  the  extremities 
oftener  than  in  other  parts,  more  efpecially  if  the  perfon  is  tall ;  the  heart 
not  propelling  the  blood  to  thefe  diftant  parts  with  equal  force.  In  fiich  a 
ftate  of  conflitution,  thofe  who  labour  under  a  hemiplegia,  are  often  found 
to  die  at  laft,  from  a  mortification  in  the  extremities  of  the  paralytic  fide. 
In  fome  of  thefe  cafes,  the  arteries  give  way,  and  allow  of  an  extravafation 
of  the  blood,  and  therefore  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  they  are  propor- 
tionally weak  in  health.  We  alfo  find,  that  fuch  extravafation  commonly 
begins  in  the  extremities.  This  principle  is  not  only  evident  in  thefe  two 
difeafes,  but  alfo  in  every  difeafe  that  can  affedt  an  animal  body.  It  appears 
in  the  readinefs  with  which  difeafes  come  on,  and  proceed  in  parts  diftant 
from  the  fource  of  the  circulation,  and  alfo  in  the  Heps  tov/ards  a  cure. 

Parts 
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Parts  differ  not  only  in  their  powers,  in  proportion  as  they  are  nearer  or 
further  from  the  heart,  but  Hkewife  according  to  their  peculiar  ftrudture, 
whereby  they  vary  as  much  in  the  progrefs  of  morbid  adions  as  in  the  ope- 
rations of  health. 

An  animal  body  is  compofed  of  a  variety  of  fubftances,  as  mufcle,  tendon, 
cellular  membrane,  ligament,  bone,  nerve,  &c.  V/e  have  therefore  an 
opportunity  of  obferving  the  comparative  progrefs  of  difeafes  in  them,  and 
their  comparative  powers  of  performing  a  cure ;  and  we  find  that  they  differ 
very  much  from  one  another  in  thofe  refpefts.  How  far  thefe  differences 
take  place  in  all  difeafes,  I  have  not  been  able  to  determine ;  but  fhould 
fuppofe,  that  in  fpecific  difeafes,  as  fcrofula  and  cancer,  there  is  in  genera! 
no  difference  in  the  mode  of  adion  in  any  of  the  flrudlures*,  thefe  difeafes 
producing  the  fame  fpecific  effedls  in  all  the  parts  that  are  capable  of  being 
affefted  by  them ;  but  in  difeafes  arifmg  from  accident,  a  great  difference  in 
the  degrees  of  adlion  takes  place  ;  the  parts  from  fuch  a  caufe  being  allowed 
to  a<5l  according  to  their  natures ;  which  obfervation  holds  good  alfo  in  the 
venereal  difeafe.  This  difference  appears  to  be  chiefly  in  the  degrees  of 
strength  and  weaknefs  in  relifling  morbid  adion.  The  lefs  the  natural 
powers  of  aftion  are  in  any  particular  flrudlure  of  parts,  the  lefs  they  are 
able  to  refift  difeafe ;  therefore  bone,  tendon,  ligament,  and  cellular  mem- 
brane, go  through  their  morbid  aftions  more  flowly  than  mufcle  or  flcin ; 
and  this  principle  is  applicable  to  the  venereal  difeafe. 


IV.     OF  PARTS  SUSCEPTIBLE  OF  PARTICULAR  DISEASES, 

There  are  fome  parts  much  more  fufceptible  of  fpecific  difeafes  than 
others.  Poifons  take  their  different  feats  in  the  body  as  if  allotted  for  them. 
Thus  we  have  the  fkin  attacked  with  what  are  vulgarly  called  fcorbutic 
eruptions,  and  many  other  difeafes ;  it  is  alfo  the  feat  of  the  fmallpox  and 

*  Here  it  is  to  be  iinderflood,  that  we  do  not  include  thofe  parts  which  have  a  greater  ten- 
dency to  Jpecific  difeafes  than  what  many  others  have ;  as  the  lymphatics  to  the  fcrofula,  the 
breaft  to  the  cancer. 

*  •  tllC 
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the  mcafles;  the  throat  is  the  feat  of  the  hydrophobia  and  the  hooping- 
cough.  The  fcrofula  attacks  the  abforbent  fyftem,  cfpecially  the  glands. 
The  breafls,  tcfticles,  and  the  conglomerate  glands,  arc  the  feat  of  cancer. 
The  ikin,  throat,  and  nofe,  are  more  readily  aiildled  by  the  lues  venerea 
than  the  bones  and  periofteum,  which,  on  the  other  hand,  fufFcr  fooner 
than  many  other  parts,  particularly  the  vital  parts,  which  perhaps  are  not 
at  all  fufceptible  of  the  difeafe. 


V.     OF  INFLAMMATION. 

I  confider  common  inflammation  to  be  an  increafed  adtion  of  the  fmaller 
veflels  of  a  part,  joined  with  a  peculiar  mode  of  adlion,  by  which  they  are 
enabled  to  produce  the  following  efteds ;  to  unite  parts  of  the  body  to  each 
other;  to  form  pus ;  and  to  remove  parts  of  the  folids.  Thefe  efFeds  are 
not  produced  by  a  fimple  increafe  of  action  or  enlargement  of  the  veflels,  but 
by  a  peculiar  adtion,  which  is  at  prefent  perhaps  not  underftood. 

Thefe  three  effedls  of  inflammation  I  have  called,  diftinft  fpecies  of  in- 
flammation. That  which  unites  parts  I  have  called,  the  adhe/he  injlam- 
matkn  -,  that  which  form  pus,  the  fuppwative  injiamniation ;  and  that  which 
removes  parts,  the  ulcerative  injiajumation. 

In  the  adhefive  inflammation  the  arteries  throw  out  coagulable  lymph;, 
which  becomes  the  bond  of  union.  This  however  is  not  limply  extravafated 
but  has  undergone  fame  change  before  it  leaves  the  arteries,  fince  in  inflamed 
veins  it  is  found  lying  caagulated  upon  the  internal  furface  of  the  veflel, 
which  could  not  have  happened  if  fimply  extravafated.  In  the  fuppurative 
inflammation  a  flill  greater  change  is  produced  upon  the  blood  before  it  is 
thrown  out  by  the  arteries,  whereby  it  is  formed  into  pus ;  which  change  is 
probably  fmiilar  to  fecretion.  In  the  ulcerative  inflammation,  the  aftion  of 
the  arteries  does  not  remove  the  parts ;  that  office  is  performed  by  the  ab«- 
forbent  vefTels  which  are  brought  into  adion. 

In  the  two  firft  fpecies  of  inflammation  there  muft  be  a  change  in  the 
dlfpofition  and  mode  of  adlion  of  the  arteries ;  for  the  fuppurative  fpecies 
cannot  be  confidered  as  limply  an  increafe  of  the  action  of  the  adhefive,  as 

its 
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Its  effeds  are  totally  different ;  but  in  the  third  fpecies  there  is  probably  no 
change  of  aftion  in  the  arteries  from  that  of  the  fecond ;  the  aftion  only  of 
the  abforbents  being  fuperadded,  by  which  folid  parts,  and  of  courfe  the 
arteries,  themfelves  are  removed. 


VI.     OF  MORTIFICATION. 

Mortifications  are  of  two  kinds,  one  preceded  by  inflammation, 
the  other  not ;  but  as  the  cafes  of  mortifications,  which  will  be  mentioned 
in  this  work,  are  all  of  the  firil:  kind,  I  Ihall  confine  my  obfervations  to  that 
ipecies.  »  •   ' 

I  confider  inflammation  as  an  increafed  adlion  of  that  power  which  a  part 
is  naturally  in  poflTeffion  of.  This  increafed  adlion,  in  healthy,  inflamma- 
tions at  leaft,  is  probably  attended  with  an  increafe  of  power  :  but  in  inflam- 
mations, which  terminate  in  mortification,  there  is  no  increafe  of  power. 
On  the  contrary,  there  is  a  diminution  of  power,  which,  joined  to  an  in- 
creafed adtion,  becomes  the  caufe  of  mortification,  by  defl:roying  the  balance 
which  ought  to  fubfift  between  the  power  and  adtion  of  every  part. 

If  this  account  of  mortifications  be  juft,  we  fhall  find  it  no  diflicult  matter 
to  eftablifli  a  rational  pradtice  ;  but  before  we  attempt  this,  let  us  jufl:  take 
a  view  of  the  treatment  hitherto  recommended,  and  fee  how  fiir  it  agrees 
with  our  theory. 

It  is  plain  from  the  common  pradtice,  that  the  weaknefs  has  been  attended 
to;  but  it  is  as  plain,  that  the  increafed  adlion  has  been  overlooked^  and 
therefore  the  whole  aim  has  been  to  increafe  the  adlion  with  a  view  to  remove 
the  weaknefs.  The  Peruvian  bark,  confedlio  cardiaca,  ferpentaria,  &c.  have 
been  given  in  as  large  quantities  as  tlie  cafe  appeared  to  require,  or  the  con- 
ftitution  could  bear ;  by  which  means  an  artificial  or  temporary  appearance 
of  ftrength  has  been  produced,  while  it  was  only  an  increafed  adlion.  The 
cordials  and  wine,  upon  the  principle  on  which  they  have  been  given,  are 
rationally  adminiftered  ;  but  there  are  ftrong  reafons  for  not  recommending 
them,  arifing  from  the  general  effedl  which  all  cordials  have  of  increafing  the 
adlion  without  giving  real  ilrength  ;  and  the  powers  of  the  body  are  after- 
wards 
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wards  funk  proportionally  as  they  have  been  raifed ;  by  which  nothing  can 
be  gained,  but  a  great  deal  may  be  loft  ;  for  in  all  cafes,  if  the 'powers  are 
allowed  to  fink  below  a  certain  point,  they  are  irrecoverable. 

The  local  treatment  has  been  as  abfurd  as  the  conftitutional.  Scarifica- 
tions have  been  made  quite  to  the  living  parts,  that  ftimulating  and  anti- 
fceptic  medicines  might  be  applied  to  them,  fuch  as  turpentines,  the  warmer 
balfams,  and  fometimes  the  efTential  oils.  Warm  fomentations  have  been 
alfo  applied  as  congenial  to  hfe ;  but  warmth  always  increafes  adlion,  and 
iHmulants  are  improf)er  where  the  adlions  are  already  too  violent. 

Upon  the  principles  here  laid  dov/n,  the  bark  is  the  only  medicine  that 
can  be  depended  upon,  as  it  increafes  the  powers  and  lelfens  the  a<5tion.  Upon 
many  occaiions  opium  will  be  of  fingular  fervice  by  lellening  the  adion,  al- 
though it  does  not  give  real  ftrength.  I  have  feen  good  effcdts  from  it,  both 
when  given  internally  in  large  dofes,  and  when  applied  to  the  part.  To 
keep  the  parts  cool  is  proper ;  and  all  the  applications  fliould  be  cold. 
The  abovementioned  praftice  is  to  be  kept  in  view  in  mortifications  that 
happen  in  the  venereal  difeafe. 


PART 
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CHAPTER      I. 
OF  THE  VENEREAL  POISON, 


THE  Venereal  Dlfeafe  arifes  from  a  poifon ;  which,  as  It  is  produced 
by  difeafe,  and  is  capable  of  again  producing  a  fimilar  difeafe,  I  call 
a  morbid  poifon,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  other  poifons,  animal,  vegetable, 
and  mineral. 

The  morbid  poifons  are  many,  and  they  have  different  powers  of  contami- 
nation. Thofe,  ^^hich  infedl  the  body,  either  locally  or  conftitiitionally, 
but  not  in  both  ways,  I  call  Jimpk.  Thofe,  which  are  capable  of  affefting 
the  body,  both  locally  and  conilitutionally,  I  call  compound.  The  venereal 
poifon,  when  applied  to  the  human  body,  poffeffes  a  power  of  propagating 
or  multiplying  itfelf ;  and  as  it  is  alfo  capable  of  adling  both  locally  and 
conflitutionally,  it  is  a  compound  morbid  poifon.  Like  all  fuch  poifons,  it 
may  be  communicated  to  others  in  all  the  various  ways  in  which  it  can  be 
received,  producing  the  fame  difeafe  in  fome  one  of  its  forms. 


I.     OF  THE  FIRST  ORIGIN  OF  THE  POISON. 

Though  the  firft  appearance  of  this  poifon  is  certainly  within  the  period 
of  modern  hiftory,  yet  the  precife  time  and  manner  of  its  origin  has  hitherto 
efcaped  our  inveftigation ;  and  we  are  ftill  in  doubt,  whether  it  arofe  in  Europe, 
or  was  imported  from  America.  I  Ihallnot  attempt  to  difcufs  this  queftion; 
and  thofe  who  wifh  to  examine  at  length  the  fads,  authorities  and  arguments 
brought  in  favour  of  the  latter  opinion,  may  confult  Aitruc  5  and  for  the 

C  former 
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former  a  fliort  treatife*  publiflied  in  one  thoufand  Qtven  hundred  and  fifty- 
one,  without  a  name.  The  author  of  this  treatife  appears  to  have  confidered 
the  fubjedt  very  fully,  and  as  far  as  reafcj^iing  goes  on  a  fiibjedt  of  this  kind, 
proves  that  tlie  difeafe  was  not  bipught  from  the  Weft-Indies.  Not  con- 
tented with  this,  he  goes  on  to  account  for  its  firft  rife  in'Europe:  but  in 
thi&'  he  is  not  equally  fuccefsful.  The  fubject  is  a  difHcult  one  ;  and  the 
want  of  a  fufficient  number  of  fa-fls  leaves  too  much  room  for  conjedturc. 

We  fliall  not  therefore  enter  further  into  this  qucftion  ;  nor  is  it  mate- 
rial to  know  at  what  period,  and  in  what  country,  this  difeafe  arofe  ;  but  we 
may  in  general  afTirm,  that  as  animals  are  not  naturally  formed  with  difeafe, 
or  fo  as  to  run  fpontaneoufly  into  morbid  aftions ;  but  with  a  fufceptibility 
of  fuch  impreffions  as  produce  fuch  adlions,  difeafes  muft  always  arife  from 
imprefiions  made  upon  the  body  :  and  as  man  is  probably  fufceptible  of  more 
imprefiions,  that  become  the  immediate  caufe  of  difeafe,  than  any  other 
animal,  and  is  befides  the  only  animal  which  can  be  faid  to  form  artificial 
imprefiions  upon  himfelf,  he  is  fubjed:  to  the  greatefl:  variety  of  difeafes. 
In  one  of  thofe  felf-formed  fituations,  therefore,  the  imprefiion  mofl  prob- 
ably was  ^iven,  which  produced  the  venereal  difeafe 


U.     IT  BEGAN  IN  THE  HUMAN  RACE,    AND  IN  THE 
PARTS  OF  GENERATION. 

In  whatever  manner  it  arofe,  it  certainly  began  in  the  human  race ;  as 
we  know  no  other  animal  that  is  capable  of  being  i.ifed:ed  with  this  poilbn. 
It  is  probable  too,  that  the  parts  of  generation  were  the  firfh  affedted :  for, 
if  it  had  taken  place  in  any  other  part  of  the  body,  it  might  probably  never 
have  gone  further  than  the  perfon  in  whom  it  firfl  arofe  3  and  therefore  never 
have  been  known ;  but,  being  feated  in  the  parts  of  generation,  where  tJie 
only  natural  connedtiori  takes  place  between  one  human  being  and  another, 
except  that  between  the  mother  and  child,  it  was  in  the  moft  favourable 

*  Intltled,  "  A  Diflertation  on  the  Origin  of  tlie  Venereal  Difeafe  ;  proving  that  it  was  not 
brought  from  America,  but  began  in  Europe  from  an  epidemical  Diftemper.  Tranflated  from, 
the  original  Manufcript  of  an  eminent  Phylician.    London,  printed  for  Robert  Griffiths,  1751." 

fituation 
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fituation  for  being  propagated :  and,  as  we  fhall  find  hereafter  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  difeafe  itfelf,  that  no  conftitutional  eifedl  of  this  poifon  can  be  com- 
municated to  others,  we  are  led  of  neceffity  to  conclude  that  its  firft  effedts 
were  local. 


III.     OF  THE  NATURE  OF  THE  POISON. 

We  know  nothing  of  the  poifon  itfelf,  but  only  its  efFefts  on  the  human 
body.  It  is  commonly  in  the  form  of  pus,  or  united  with  pus,  or  fome  fuch 
fecretion,  and  produces  a  fimilar  matter  in  others,  which  fliows  that  it  is 
mofc  generally,  although  not  neceffariiy,  a  confequence  of  inflammation. 
It  produces,  or  excites  therefore,  in  moft  cafes,  an  inflammation  in  the  parts 
contaminated  ;  befides  which  inflammation,  the  parts  fo  contaminated  have 
a  peculiar  mode  of  adtlon  fuperadded,  different  from  all  other  adions  attend- 
ing inflammation  ;  and  it  is  this  fpecific  mode  of  aftion  which  produces  the 
fpecific  quality  in  the  matter.  It  is  not  neceffary,  that  inflammation  fhould 
be  prefent  to  keep  up  this  peculiar  mode  of  adiion,  becaufe  the  poifon  con- 
tinues to  be  formed  long  after  all  figns  of  inflammation  have  ceafed.  This 
appears  from  the  following  fafts  :  men  having  only  what  is  called  a  gleet 
or  healing  chancre,  give  the  difeafe  to  found  women  :  and  many  venereal 
gonorrhoeas  happen  without  any  vifible  figns  of  inflammation. 

In  women  the  inflammation  is  frequently  very  flight,  and  often  there  is 
not  the  leafi;  fign  of  it ;  for  they  have  been  knov/n  to  infect  men  though 
they  themfelves  have  had  no  fymptoms  of  inflammation,  or  of  the  difeafe  in 
any  form.  Therefore  the  inflammation  and  fuppuration,  when  prefent,  are 
only  attendants  on  the  peculiar  mode  of  aftion  ;  the  degree  in  which  they 
take  place  depending  more  on  the  nature  of  the  conftitution  than  on  that 
of  the  poifon. 

The  formation  of  matter  aKo,  though  a  very  general,  is  not  a  conftant 
attendant  on  this  difeafe  ;  for  we  fometimes  find  inflammation  produced  by 
the  venereal  poifon,  which  does  not  terminate  in  fuppuration  ;  fuch  inflam- 
mation I  fufpecfl  to  be  of  the  eryfipektous  kind.  It  is  the  matter  produced, 
whether  with  or  without  inflanamation,  which  alone  contains  the  poifon  ; 

C  2  for 
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for  without  the  formation  of  matter,  no  venereal  poifon  can  exlft.  There- 
fore a  perfon,  having  the  venereal  irritation  in  any  form  not  attended  with  a 
difcharge,  cannot  communicate  the  difeale  to  another.  To  communicate 
the  difeafe  therefore  it  is  neceilary  that  the  venereal  adion  fhould  firfl  take 
place  J  that  matter  fliould  be  formed  In  confequence  of  that  adion ;  and 
that  the  matter  fliould  be  applied  to  a  found  perfon  or  part. 

That  the  venereal  difeafe  is  to  be  propagated  only  by  matter  is  proved 
every  day  by  a  thoufand  inflances.  Married  men  contrad  the  difeafe,  and  not 
fufpeding  that  they  have  caught  it,  cohabit  with  their  wives,  even  for  weeks. 
Upon  difcovering  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  they  of  courfe  defifl ;  yet  in  all  my 
pradice  1  never  once  found,  that  the  complaint  was  communicated  under 
fuch  circumflances,  except  where  they  had  not  been  very  attentive  to  the 
iymptoms,  and  therefore  continued  the  connedion  after  the  difcharge  had 
appeared.  I  have  gone  fo  far  as  to  allow  hufbands,  while  infeded,  but  be- 
fore the  appearance  of  difcharge,  to  cohabit  with  their  wives  in  order  to  fave 
appearances,  and  always  with  fafety.  I  could  carry  this  ftill  further,  and 
even  allow  a  man,  who  has  a  gonorrhcEa,  to  have  connedion  with  a  found 
woman,  provided  that  great  care  be  taken  to  clear  all  the  parts  of  any  mat- 
ter, by  firfl  fyringing  the  urethra ;  making  water  ;  and  wafliing  the  glans. 

The  matter,  which  is  impregnated  with  this  poifon,  when  it  comes  in 
contad  with  a  living  part,  irritates  that  part,  and  inflammation  Is  the  com- 
mon confequence.  It  muft  be  applied  either  in  a  fluid  flate,  or  rendered 
fluid  by  the  juices  of  the  part  to  which  it  is  applied.  There  is  no  inflance 
where  it  has  given  the  infedion  in  die  form  of  vapor,  as  is  the  cafe  in, 
many  other  poifon s,. 


IV.  OF  THE  GREATER  OR  LESS  ACRIMONY  OF  THE  POISON. 

Venereal  matter  muil  in  all  cafes  be  the  fame;  one  quantity  of  matter 
cannot  have  a  greater  degree  of  poifonous  quality  than  another ;  and,  if  there 
is  any  difference,  it  is  only  in  its  being  more  or  lefs  diluted,  which  produces 
no  difference  in  its  effeds.  One  can  conceive,  however,  that  it  may  be  fo 
far  diluted  as  not  to  have  the  power  of  irritation.     Thus  any  fluid  taken 

inta 
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into  the  mouth,  capable  of  ftimulating  the  nerves  to  tafte,  may  be  fo  diluted 
as  not  to  be  tafted.  But  if  the  poifon  can  irritate  the  part,  to  which  it  is 
applied,  to  adtion,  it  is  all  that  is  required ;  the  adlion  will  be  the  fame, 
whether  from  a  large  or  fmall  quantity,  from  a  flrong  or  a  weak  folution. 
We  find  from  experience,  that  there  is  no  difference  in  the  kind  of  mat- 
ter ;  and  no  variation  can  arife  in  the  difeafe  from  the  matter's  being  of  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  ftrength ;  for  it  appears,  that  the  fame  matter  affedts  very 
differently  different  people.  Two  men  having  been  connedled  with  one 
woman,  and  both  catching  the  difeafe,  one  of  them  fhall  have  a  violent 
gonorrhoea  or  chancre,  while  the  other  fhall  have  m.erely  a  flight  gonorrhoea. 
I  have  known  one  man  give  the  difeafe  to  different  women,  and  fome  of  the 
women  have  had  it  very  feverely,  while  in  others  it  has  been  very  flight. 
The  fame  reafoning  holds  good  with  regard  to  chancres.  The  variations  of 
the  fymptoms  in  different  perfons  depend  upon  the  confl:itution  and  habit  of 
the  patient  at  the  time.  What  happens  in  the  inoculation  of  the  fmallppx 
ffrengthens  this  opinion.  Let  the  fymptoms  of  the  patient,  from  whom 
the  matter  is  taken,  be  good  or  bad ;  let  it  be  from  one,  who  has  had  a  great 
many  plftules,  or  from  one,  who  has  had  but  few  ^  let  it  be  from  the 
confluent  or  difl:indl  kind ;  applied  in  a  large  quantity  or  a  fmall  one ;  it 
produces  always  the  fame  effeft.  This  could  only  be  known  by  the  great 
numbers  that  have  been  inoculated  under  all  thefe  different  circumfl:ances. 


V.     OF  THE  POISON  BEING  THE  SAME  IN  GONORRHCEA 

AND  IN  CHANCRE. 

It  has  been  fuppofed  by  many,  that  the  gonorrhoea  and  the  chancre  ariie 
from  two  diftindl  poifons  ;.  and  their  opinion  feems  to  have  fome  foundation, 
when  we  confider  only  the  different  appearances  of  the  two  fymptoms,  and 
the  different  methods  of  cure ;  which,  with  refpedl  to  the  nature  of  many 
difeafes,  is  too  often  all  we  have  to  lead  our  judgment.  Yet,  if  we  take 
up  this  queflion  upon  other  grounds,  and  alfo  have  recourfe  to  experiments-, 
the  refult  of  which  we  can  abfolutely  depend  upon,  we  {hall  find  this  notion 
to.  be  erroneous. 
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If  we  attend  to  tlie  manner  in  which  the  venereal  poilbn  was  communi- 
cated to  the  inhabitants  of  the  iflands  of  the  South-Seas,  there  are  many 
circumftances  which  tend  to  throw  Hght  upon  the  prcfeiit  queftion.  It  has 
been  fuppofed,  as  no  mention  is  made  of  a  gonorrhoea  at  Otaheite,  that  it 
mull  have  been  the  chancre  that  was  firfl  introduced  into  that  iQand  ;  and 
that  of  courfe  nothing  but  a  chancre  could  be  propagated  there ;  for  as  no 
gonorrhoea  had  been  communicated,  no  fuch  difeafe  could  take  place.  But 
if  we  were  to  reafon  upon  all  the  probable  circumllances,  attending  the 
voyages  to  that  part  of  the  v/orld,  we  (Iiould  conclude  the  contrary  ;  for  it 
•was  almoft  impoHible  to  carry  a  chancre  fo  long  a  voyage  without  its  de- 
ilroying  the  penis  ;  while  we  know  from  experience,  tliat  a  gonorhGea  may 
•continue  for  a  great  length  of  time.  It  is  mentioned  in  Cook's  voyage,  that 
the  people  of  Otaheite,  who  had  this  difeafe,  went  into  the  country  and  were 
cured  j  but  when  it  became  a  pox,  it  was  then  incurable.  Tliis  jfliows, 
that  the  difeafe,  which  they  had,  mufl  have  been  a  gonorrhoea ;  for  we 
know  that  it  is  only  a  gonorrhoea  that  can  be  cured  by  limple  means :  and 
further,  if  it  had  been  a<  chancre,  and  they  had  been  acquainted  with  the 
means  of  curing  it,  they  could  alfo  have  cured  the  lues  venerea. 

Wallis  left  Plymouth  in  Auguft  1766,  and  arrived  at  Otaheite  in  July 
1 767,  eleven  months  after  his  embarkation  ;  and  if  none  of  his  men  had 
the  difeafe  when  he  failed,  there  was  hardly  a  poifibility  of  their  contracting 
it  any  where  afterwards  in  the  voyage.  This  appears  to  be  too  long  for  a 
gonorrhoea  to  laft.  But  let  us  fuppofe  even  that  Vv^allis  carried  it  thither  in 
•his  fliip,  one  or  two  of  his  crew  having  the  difeafe.  As  he  flaid  there  five 
weeks,  it  was  very  pofiible,  even  very  probable,  that  fuch  perfon  or  perfons 
might  have  communicated  it  fo  quickly  as  to  have  become  the  caufe  of  con- 
tamination of  the  whole  crew  of  his  Ibip  ;  but  as  this  did  not  happen,  it  is 
a  prefumptive  proof  that  Wallis  did  not  carry  it  thither. 

Bougainville  left  France  in  December  1766;  but  he  touched  at  feveral 
places  where  fome  of  his  people  might  have  got  the  difeafe.  The  laft  of 
which  place  was  Rio  de  la  Plata,  which  he  left  in  November  1767,  and 
arrived  at  Otaheite  in  April  1768,  five  months  after.  This  interval  of  tin>d 
agrees  better  with  the  ufual  continuance  of  the  difeafe,  than  the  length  of 
Wallis's  voyage,  and  therefore  from   this  circumflance  it  becomes  more 

^  probable. 
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probable,  that  Bougainville  carried  it  thither.  Beiides,  it  is  likely  that  he 
could  guard  his  people  lefs  againft  the  difeafe  than  Wallis ;  for  V/allis  could 
have  his  choice  of  men  at  his  firft  fetting  out,  which  was  all  that  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  prevent  his  carrying  the  difeafe  with  him,  for  he  ran  no  riik  of 
contracting  it  afterwards  :  but  although  Bougainville  had  the  fame  advantage 
at  firft,  yet  he  had  it  not  afterwards,  for  his  men  were  in  the  way  of  infec- 
tion in  feveral  places,  and  he  had  no  opportunity  of  changing  them,  and 
probably  no  great  chance  of  having  them  cured.  The  circumftance  of  the 
difeafe  being  found  by  Bougainville  at  Otaheite  foon  after  his  arrival,  is  a 
kind  of  proof  that  he  carried  it  thither  himfelf  j  for  I  obferved  before,  that 
if  Waliis  had  carried  it  by  one  man  only,  this  man  could  in  a  very  few  days 
have  fo  far  propagated  it,  as  to  have  fpread  it  through  the  wiiole  fhip's 
crew  ;  and  as  Bougainville  arrived  at  the  ifland  ten  months  after  Wallis, 
there  was  a  fufficient  time  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  iiland .  to  have 
been  infe6ted,  and  the  ravages  of  the  difeafe  muft  have  been  evident  to  them 
immediately  upon  their  arrival.  Bougainville  remained  only  nine  days  at 
the  ifland  of  Otaheite,  and  obferved  nothing  of  the  difeafe  till  fome  weeks 
after  his  departure,  when  it  was  found  that  feveral  of  the  crew  were  infefted, 
which  moft  probably  muft  have  happened  in  confequence  of  the  poifon  being 
carried  there  by  fome  of  his  own  people.  It  is  alfo  mentioned  by  Cook,  that 
the  Otaheiteans  afcribed  the  introdudion  of  the  difeafe  to  Bougainville ;  and 
we  can  hardly  fuppofe  that  they  would  be  fo  complaiiant  to  our  countrymen 
as  to  accufe  Bougainville,  when  they  muft  have  known  whether  the  difeafe 
was  imported  by  Wallis  or  not,  efpecially  as  they  had  no  reafon  to  be  partial 
in  favou^  of  the  people  Vv/ho  accompanied  the  latter.  But  as  we  find  in 
Cook's  laft  voyage,  that  the  difeafe  in  every  form  is  now  there,  and  as  we 
have  no  new  intelligence  of  a  gonorrhcea  being  fince  introduced,  we  muft 
fuppofe  that  every  form  of  the  difeafe  has  been  propagated  from  one  root, 
which  moft  probably  was  a  gonorrhcea. 

If  any  doubt  ftill  remain  with  refpett  to  the  two  difeafes  being  of  die  fame 
nature,  it  will  be  removed  by  confidering  that  the  matter  produced  in  both 
is  of  the  fame  kind,  and  has  the  fame  properties  ;  the  proofs  of  which  are, 
that  the  matter  of  a  gonorrhoea  will  produce  either  a  gonorrhea,  a  chancre^ 

or 
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or  the  lues  venerea  ;  and  the  matter  of  a  chancre  will  alfo  produce  cither  a 
gonorrhoea,  a  chancre,  or  the  lues  venerea. 

The  following  cafe  is  an  inftance  of  a  gonorrhoea  producing  a  lues  vene- 
rea. A  gentleman  twice  contracted  a  gonorrhoea,  of  which  he  was  cured 
both  times  without  mercury.  About  two  months  after  each,  he  had  fymp- 
toms  of  the  lues  venerea  ;  thofe  in  confequence  of  the  firft  infedtion  were 
ulcers  in  the  throat,  which  were  removed  by  the  external  application  of 
mercury ;  the  l}'mptoms,  in  confequence  of  the  fecond,  were  blotches  on 
the  iTcin,  for  which  alfo  he  ufed  the  mercurial  ointment,  and  was  cured. 
With  regard  to  the  lues  venerea  proceeding  from  chancres,  inflances  occur 
fo  frequently  to  every  one's  obfervation,  as  to  require  no  further  proof  here. 

Since  then  it  appears,  that  the  gonorrhoea  and  chancre  are  the  effeds  of 
the  fame  poifon,  it  may  be  worthy  of  inquiry,  to  what  circumilances  two 
fuch  different  forms  of  the  difeafe  are  owing. 

To  account  for  thefe  two  very  different  effefts  of  tlie  fame  poifon,  it  is 
only  neceffary  to  obferve  the  difference  in  the  mode  of  aftion  of  the  parts 
affefted  when  irritated,  let  the  irritation  be  what  it  may.  The  gonorrhoea 
always  proceeds  from  a  fecreting  furface*,  and  the  chancre  is  formed  on  a 
non-fecreting  furface  ;  and  in  this  laft  the  part,  to  which  the  poifon  is  ap- 
plied, mufl  become  a  fecreting  furface  before  matter  can  be  produced.  All 
fecreting  furfaces  in  the  body  being  probably  fimilar,  one  mode  of  applica- 
cation  only  is  neceffary  to  produce  this  difeafe  in  them  all,  which  is  by  the 
poifonous  matter  fimply  coming  in  contact  with  them.  But  to  produce  the 
chancre,  the  venereal  matter  may  be  applied  in  three  different  ways ;  the  firfl 
and  mofl  certain  is  by  a  wound,  into  which  it  may  be  introduced  ;  the 
fecond  is  by  applying  the  matter  to  a  furface  with  a  cuticle,  and  the  thinner 
that  is  it  allows  the  matter  to  come  more  readily  to  the  cutis ;  and  the 
third  is  by  applying  the  matter  to  a  common  fore  already  formed. 

*  By  fecreting  furfaces  I  mean  all  the  paflages  for  extraneous  matter,  including  alfo  the  dufls 
of  glands,  fuch  as  the  mouth,  nofc,  eyes,  anus,  and  urethra ;  and  by  non-fccrcting  furfaces^  the 
external  fkin  in  general.  To  which  I  may  add  a  third  kind  of  furface  leading  from  the  one  to 
the  other,  as  the  glans  penis,  prolabium  of  the  mouth,  the  infide  of  the  lips,  the  pudendum  ; 
which  furfaces  partaking  of  the  properties  of  each,  but  in  a  lefs  degree,  are  capable  of  being  af- 
facled  in  both  v.v.ys  fometimes  by  bv-ing  excited  to  fecretion,  and  at  other  times  to  ulceration. 

The 
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The  poifon  then  being  the  fame  in  both  cafes,  why  do  they  not  always 
happen  together  in  the  fame  perfon  ?  For  one  would  naturally  fuppofe,  that 
the  gonorrhcea,  when  it  has  appeared,  cannot  fail  to  become  the  caufe  of 
a  chancre ;  and  that  this,  when  it  happens  iirft,  muft  produce  a  gonorrhoea. 
Although  it  does  not  often  happen  fo,  yet  it  fometimes  does  ;  at  leall  there 
is  great  reafon  to  believe  fo.  I  have  feen  cafes  where  a  gonorrhcea  came 
on,  and  in  a  few  days  after  in  fome ;  in  others  as  many  weeks,  a  chancre 
has  appeared :  and  I  have  alfo  feen  cafes  where  a  chancre  has  come  firft ; 
and  in  the  courfe  of  its  cure,  a  running  and  pain  in  making  water  have  fuc- 
ceeded.  It  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  tsvo  difeafes  arofe  from  the  original 
infedion,  and  only  appeared  at  different  times ;  and  their  not  occurring 
oftener  together  would  almoft  induce  us  to  believe  it  was  fo,  fmce  the  mat- 
ter is  the  fame  in  both,  and  therefore  capable  of  producing  either  the  one 
or  the  other. 

I  fufpeft  that  the  prefence  of  one  irritation  in  thefe  parts  becomes  in 
general  a  preventive  of  the  other.  I  have  already  obferved,  that  the  two 
parts  fympathife  in  their  difeafes  3  and  it  is  poiTible  that  that  very  fym- 
pathy  may  prevent  the  appearance  of  the  real  diieafe ;  for  if  an  adlion  has 
already  taken  place  which  is  not  venereal,  it  is  impoflible  that  another  fliould 
take  place  till  that  ceafes ;  and  it  is  probable  that  this  fympathy  will  not 
ceafe  while  the  caufe  exciting  it  exifts  ;  and  therefore  when  both  happen  in 
the  fame  perfon  at  the  fame  time,  I  fufpeft  that  either  the  urethra  never 
had  fympathifed  with  the  chancre,  or  if  it  did  at  firft,  that  the  fympathy 
had  ceafed,  and  then  the  veneral  matter  might  ftimulate  the  parts  to  adion. 


VI.     OF  THE  CAUSE  OF  THE  POISONOUS  QUALITY- 
FERMENTATION— ACTION. 

As  the  confideration  and  explanation  of  this  point  will  throw  fome  light 
upon  the  difeafe,  and  cure,  I  may  be  allowed  to  dwell  a  little  upon  it.  It 
has  been  fuppofed  by  fome,  that  the  poifonous  quality  of  the  matter  arifes 
from  a  fermentation  taking  place  in  it  as  foon  as  it  is  formed.  But  whe- 
ther this  poifonous  quality  arifes  froni  that  caufe  i  or  whetlier  the  animal 
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body  has  a  power  of  producing  matter  according  to  the  irritation  given, 
whereby  the  living  powers,  whenever  irritated  in  a  particular  manner,  pro- 
duce llich  an  aftion  in  the  parts  as  to  generate  a  matter  limilar  in  quality 
to  that  \shich  excited  the  adtion,  is  what  I  am  now  to  confidcr. 

In  the  examination  of  this  fubjed:  I  fliall  confine  myfelf  to  the  gonorrhoea. 
In  fupport  of  either  of  the  two  opinions,  it  mufl  be  fuppofed  that  the  vene- 
real matter  has  by  its  fpecific  properties,  a  power  of  irritation  beyond  com- 
mon matter.  I  have  already  obferved,  that  it  has  the  power  of  exciting 
inflammation  even  on  the  common  fkin,  and  of  forming  a  chancre,  which 
power  is  not  polTefled  by  common  matter.  In  the  firfl;  opinion  it  muft  be 
fuppofed,  that  there  is  no  fpecific  inflammation  or  fuppuration  produced  by 
the  application  of  the  venereal  matter,  but  only  a  common  inflammation  and 
fuppuration,  and  that  the  matter  capable  of  producing  thefe  efifedls  adts  as  a 
ferment  upon  the  new-formed  matter,  rendering  it  venereal  as  foon,  or  nearly 
as  foon  as  it  is  formed  j  and  as  there  is  a  fucceflion  of  fecretions,  there  im- 
mediately follows  a  fucceflion  of  fermentations.  Now,  let  us  fee  how  far 
this  idea  agrees  with  all  the  variety  of  phenomena  attending  the  difeafe. 
Firfl:,  it  may  be  aflced,  what  becomes  of  this  ferment  in  many  cafes  where 
the  fuppuration  does  not  come  on  for  fome  weeks  after  the  irritation  and 
inflammation  have  taken  place  ?  In  fuch  cafes  we  can  hardly  fuppofe  the 
original  venereal  matter  to  remain,  and  to  aft  as  a  ferment.  Secondly,  when 
there  is  a  cefl'ation  of  the  difcharge  and  no  matter  formed,  which  fometimes 
happens  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  yet  all  the  fymptoms  recur,  what  is  it 
that  produces  this  fermentation  a  fecond  time  ?  Nothing  can,  but  a  new 
application  of  frefh  venereal  matter.  When,  for  example,  the  irritation  is 
tranflated  to  the  tefhicle  and  the  difcharge  is  totally  fl:opped,  as  often  hap- 
pens, what  becomes  of  the  virus ;  and  how  is  a  new  virus  formed  when 
the  irritation  falls  back  upon  the  urethra  ?  Thirdly,  if  the  poifonous  quality 
were  produced  by  fermentation  taking  place  in  the  matter  already  formed, 
it  w^ould  not  be  an  eafy  matter  to  account  for  the  fymptoms  ever  ceafing  j 
for,  according  to  my  idea  of  a  ferment,  it  would  never  ceafe  to  adl  if  new 
matter  were  continually  added ;  nor  could  any  thing  poflibly  check  it  but  a 
fubfl:ance  immediately  applied  to  the  part,  which  could  fl:op  or  prevent  the 
fermentation  in  the  new  matter.     But  as  the  venereal  inflammation  in  this 
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fpecles  of  the  difeafe  is  not  kept  up  beyond  a  certain  time,  the  produdlion  of 
the  poifon  cannot  depend  on  fermentation.  Fourthly,  if  it  depended  on  a 
fermentation  in  the  fecreted  matter,  all  venereal  cafes  would  be  alike,  nor 
would  one  be  worfe  than  another,  except  from  a  greater  or  fmaller  number 
of  fermentating  places.  Upon  this  fuppofition  alfo  all  cafes  would  be  equally 
ealy  of  cure ;  for  the  fermentation  would  be  equally  flrong  in  a  flight  cafe 
as  in  a  bad  one.  It  can  only  be  fermentation  in  the  matter  after  it  has 
left  the  veffels.  ^  .  , 

When  the  venereal  matter  has  been  applied  to  a  fore,  fo  as  to  irritate,  it 
produces  a  venereal  irritation  and  inflammation.  But  even  this  does  not 
always  take  place ;  for  the  common  matter  from  the  fore  may  remove  the 
venereal  matter  applied  before  it  can  affed;  the  fore,  fo  as  to  produce  the 
venereal  inflammation  and  fuppuration  there.  This  experiment  I  have  made 
feveral  times,  and  have  only  once  produced  the  venereal  inflammation.  But 
if  the  venereal  matter  were  capable  of  adliiig  as  a  ferment,  then  it  would 
in  all  cafes  produce  venereal  matter,  without  altering  the  nature  of  the  fore. 

The  efFefts,  produced  by  venereal  poifon,  appear  to  me  to  arife  from  its 
peculiar,  or  fpecific  irritation,  joined  with  the  aptnefs  of  the  living  princi- 
ple to  be  irritated  by  fuch  a  caufe,  and  the  parts  fo  irritated  afting  accord- 
ingly. I  fliall  therefore  confider  it  as  a  poifon,  which  by  irritating  the 
living  parts  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  itfelf,  produces  an  inflammation  peculiar 
to  that  irritation,  from  which  a  matter  is  produced  peculiar  to  the  inflam- 
mation. Let  us  confider  how  far  this  opinion  agrees  with  the  various  phe- 
nomena attending  the  difeafe. 

Firfl,  the  venereal  matter  having  a  greater  power  of  irritating  tlian  common 
matter,  conveys  more  the  idea  of  irritation  than  of  fermentation.  Secondly, 
its  producing  a  fpecific  difeafe  with  fpecific  fymptoms  and  appearances, 
lliows  that  it  has  a  fpecific  power  of  irritation,  the  living  powers  neceflarily 
adling  according  to  that  irritation.  Thirdly,  the  circumftance  of  tlie  in- 
flammation having  its  ftated  time  of  appearance  and  termination,  is  agree- 
able to  the  laws  of  the  animal  ceconomy  in  moft  cafes,  as  it  is  a  circum- 
flance  that  takes  place  in  other  difeafes  that  have  a  crifis  j  and  when  the 
difeafe  is  longer  of  duration  in  fome  than  in  others,  it  is  becaufe  they  are 
much  more  fufceptible  of  this  kind  of  irritation,  and  there  may  be  perhaps 
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other  concurrent  circumftances.  Fourthly,  the  venereal  Inflammation  being 
confined  to  a  fpe^c  diftance,  is  more  agreeable  to  the  idea  of  a  fpecific 
irritation,  than  that  of  a  fermentation.  Fifthly,  we  have  a  further  proof  of 
this  opinion,  from  the  appearance  of  the  difeafe  being  tranllated  from  one 
part  of  the  body  to  another,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  fwclled  teflicle,  in  which 
the  uifcharge  is  often  ftopped  or  otherwife  affeded.  Sixthly,  the  difcharge 
often  llops  from  the  conltitution  being  attacked  by  a  fever,  and  returns  after 
feme  days  or  weeks,  or  not  at  all,  according  to  the  continuance  of  the  fever. 
Now  we  can  plainly  fee,  why  the  fever  fliould  put  a  flop  to  the  difcharge, 
as  the  difpoiition,  produced  by  it  in  a  part,  is  very  different  from  that  dif- 
pofition  which  formed  the  matter ;  and  we  can  plainly  fee,  why  the  fame 
difpofition  to  form  matter  fliould  often  return  ;  but  how  that  return  fhould 
be  venereal,  upon  the  principles  of  fermentation,  we  do  not  fee.  Seventhly, 
the  produdlion  by  art  of  an  irritation  of  another  kind,  which  is  not  fpecific, 
removes  the  fpecific  irritation;  now  an  irritation  of  another  kind  cannot 
prevent  the  fermentation  from  going  on,  but  may  deftroy  the  venereal  irri- 
tation. Eighthly,  the  circumftance  of  particular  parts  of  our  body  being 
much  more  readily  irritated  than  others  by  the  venereal  poifon,  when  in  the 
conflitution,  fhows  that  it  arifes  from  an  irritation,  and  that  of  a  particular 
kind.  Ninthly,  we  know  of  no  other  animal  that  is  fufceptible  of  the 
venereal  irritation  ;  for  repeated  trials  have  fhown  that  it  is  impoffible  to 
give  it  to  a  dog,  a  bitch,  or  an  afs*.  It  is  much  eafier  to  fuppofe,  that  a 
dog  or  an  afs  is  not  fufceptible  of  many  irritations  of  which  the  human 
body  is  fufceptible,  as  we  find  to  be  the  cafe  in  all  other  fpecific  difeafes, 
and  moil  poifons,  than  that  the  matter  of  the  human  body  is  fufceptible  of 
a  change,  of  which  that  of  the  dog  or  afs  is  not. 

This  argument  is  ftill  further  fupported  by  comparing  the  venereal  poi- 
fon with  other  morbid  poifons.  The  animal  poifon,  productive  of  the 
hydrophobia,  feems  to  be  produced  by  a  particular  irritation  affeding  cer- 

*  I  have  repeatedly  foaked  lint  in  matter  from  a  gonorrhoea,  chancre,  and  bubo,  and  introduced 
it  into  the  vagina  of  bitches,  without  producing  any  efFeft.  I  have  alfo  introduced  it  into  the 
vagina  of  affes,  without  any  efFeft.  I  have  introduced  it  under  the  prepuce  of  dogs,  without 
any  effect.  I  have  alfo  made  incifions  and  introduced  it  under  the  fisin,  and  it  has  only  produced 
a  common  fore.     I  have  made  the  fame  experiments  upon  afTes,  with  the  fame  refult. 

tain 
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tain  parts,  which  fhows,  that  if  the  body,  or  any  part  of  the  body,  is 
irritated,  it  takes  a  difpoiition  to  act  in  a  pecuhar  manner,  and  that  this 
mode  of  adtion  is  capable  of  fecreting  fuch  juices  as  will  throw  another 
animal  into  the  fame  aftion.  In  the  hydrophobia,  the  throat  and  its  glands 
are  particularly  affedled  j  and  how  the  faliva  fliould  become  of  fuch  a  nature 
from  the  fame  kind  of  matter  being  either  carried  into  the  conftitution,  or 
perhaps  only  by  the  general  fympathy  of  the  conftitution  with  a  local  af- 
fedlion,  and  more  particularly  with  the  parts  about  the  throat,  is  not  eafily 
to  be  accounted  for,  without  a  fuppolition  either  that  the  abforbed  poifon 
circulating  can  produce  a  fpecific  conftitutional  adlion  capable  of  affedling 
the  throat  and  glands  there,  juft  as  the  poifon  of  the  fmallpox  affedts  the 
ikin,  or  that  the  circulating  poifon  has  power  to  affedl  or  irritate  the  glands 
of  the  mouth  only,  or  that  thofe  parts  only  are  capable  of  immediately  iym- 
pathifing  with  the  part  irritated,  as  the  mufcles  of  the  lower  jaw  are  when 
they  produce  the  locked  jaw. 

If  this  theory  be  juft,  it  explains  why  epidemical  difeafes,  arifing  from 
particular  feafons,  particular  conftitutions  of  air,  &c.  irritate  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  produce  a  fever,  the  effluvia  of  which  fhall  irritate  in  the 
fame  manner.  For  it  is  not  in  the  leaft  material  how  the  original  irritation 
arifes,  it  is  only  neceffary  that  there  fliould  exift  in  the  animal  a  power  of 
ading  according  to  the  ftimulus  given  by  that  irritation. 


CHAPTER 


22 


CHAPTER     II. 


THE  MODE  OF  VENEREAL  INFECTION. 

EVERY  infedlious  difeafe  has  its  peculiar  manner  of  being  caught,  and 
among  mankind  there  is  generally  fomething  peculiar  in  the  way  of 
life,  or  Ibme  attending  circumftance,  which  expofes  them  at  one  time  or 
other  to  contraft  fuch  difeafes,  and  which,  if  avoided,  would  prevent  their 
propagation.  The  itch,  for  inftance,  is  generally  caught  by  a  fpecies  of 
civility,  the  fhaking  of  hands ;  therefore  the  hand  is  moft  commonly  the 
part  firft  afFedled.  And  as  the  venereal  infeftion  is  generally  caught  by 
the  connection  between  the  fexes,  the  parts  of  generation  commonly  fuffer 
firft.  From  this  circumftance  people  do  not  fufpeft  this  difeafe,  when  the 
fymptoms  are  any  where  elfe,  while  they  always  fufpedl  it  in  every  com- 
plaint of  thofe  parts. 

In  the  lower  clafs  of  people,  one  as  naturally  thinks  of  the  itch  when 
there  is  an  eruption  between  the  fingers,  as  in  young  men  of  the  venereal 
difeafe  whofe  genitals  are  affefted :  but  as  every  fecreting  furface,  whether 
cuticle  or  not  cuticle,  (as  was  explained  before)  is  liable  to  be  infeded  by 
the  venereal  poifon  when  it  is  applied  to  it,  it  is  pofTible  for  many  other 
parts  befides  the  genitals  to  receive  this  difeafe.  Therefore  it  appears  in 
the  anus,  mouth,  nofe,  eyes,  ears,  and,  as  has  been  faid,  in  the  nipples  of 
women  who  fuckle  children  affefted  by  it  in  their  mouths  j  which  children 
have  been  infedled  in  the  birth  from  the  difeafed  parts  of  the  mother. 
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CHAPTER     III. 


OF  THE  DIFFERENT  FORMS   OF   THE    DISEASE. 

THE  venereal  poifon  is  capable  of  afFeding  the  human  body  in  two 
different  ways  ;  locally,-  that  is,  in  thofe  parts  only  to  which  it  is  firft 
applied  ;  and  conftitutionally,  that  is,  in  confequence  of  the  abforption  of 
the  venereal  pus  which  affedls  parts  while  diffufed  in  the  circulation. 

Between  the  firft  and  fecond  kind,  or  the  local  and  conftitutional  *,  cer- 
tain intermediate  complaints  take  place  in  the  progrefs  of  abforption ;  thefe 
are  inflammations  and  fuppurations  forming  what  are  called  buboes,  in 
which  the  matter  is  of  the  fame  nature  with  that  of  the  original  difeafe. 

When  the  matter  has  got  into  the  conftitution,  and  is  circulating  with 
the  blood,  it  there  irritates  to  aftion.  There  are  produced  from  that  irrita- 
tion many  local  difeafes,  as  blotches  on  the  fkin,  ulcers  in  the  tonfils, 
thickening  of  the  periofteum  and  bones. 

The  local  or  firft  kind  is  what  I  have  called  immediate,  arifing  immedi- 
ately upon  the  application  of  venereal  pus.  Of  this  kind  there  are  two 
forts  feemingly  very  diff*erent  from  one  another.  In  the  firft  there  is  a  for- 
mation of  matter  without  a  breach  in  the  folids,  called  a  gonorrhoea.  In 
the  fecond  there  is  a  breach  in  the  folids,  called  a  chancre.  Neither  of  thefe 
two  ways,  in  which  the  difeafe  ftiows  itfelf,  is  owing  to  any  thing  peculiar 
in  the  kind  of  poifon  applied,  but  to  the  difference  in  the  parts  contami- 
nated. 

The  readinefs  with  which  the  parts  run  into  violent  adlion,  in  this  fpecies 
of  inflammation,  is  greater  or  lefs  according  to  the  nature  of  the  parts  af- 
fededj  which  perhaps  does  not  arife  from  any  fpecific  difference  in  the. 

*  I  have  called  this  form  of  the  difeafe,  conftitutional ;  yet  it  is  not  ftri«My  lb,  for  every  com- 
plaint, in  confequence  of  it,  is  truly  local,  and  is  produced  by  the  fimple  application  of  the 
poifon  to  the  parts. 

parts. 
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parts,  but  is  according  to  the  common  principle  of  fenfibility  and  irrita- 
bility ;  for  we  find  that  the  vagina  is  not  fo  much  difpofed  to  inflammation 
in  this  difeafe,  as  the  urethra  is  in  the  fame  fex,  becaufe  it  is  not  fo  feniible. 
However  it  is  poflible,  that  there  may  be  fome  fpecific  difpofition  to  irrita- 
tion and  inflammation  in  the  urethra  in  man ;  and  what  would  incline 
me  to  think  fo  is,  that  this  canal  is  fubjedl  to  be  more  frequently  out  of 
order  than  any  other,  producing  a  great  variety  of  fymptoms. 


I.     VARIETIES  IN  DIFFERENT  CONSTITUTIONS. 

This  difeafe,  when  it  appears  in  the  form  either  of  a  gonorrhoea  or  a 
chancre,  ditfers  very  much  in  the  violence  of  its  fymptoms  in  different  peo- 
ple. In  fome  it  is  extremely  mild,  in  others  extremely  violent.  When 
mild,  it  is  generally  fimple  in  its  fymptoms,  having  but  few  and  thofe  of 
no  great  extent,  being  much  confined  to  the  fpecific  diftance  j  but  when 
violent,  it  becomes  more  complicated  in  its  fymptoms,  having  a  greater 
variety,  and  extending  itfelf  beyond  the  fpecific  diftance.  This  does  not 
arife  from  any  variety  in  the  fpecific  virtue  of  the  poifon,  but  frona  a  differ- 
ence in  the  difpofition  and  mode  of  aftion  of  the  body,  or  parts  of  the  body ; 
fome  being  hardly  fufceptible  of  this  or  any  irritation,  others  being  very 
fufceptible  of  it,  and  of  every  other  irritation,  fo  as  readily  to  run  into  vio- 
lent adion. 

The  venereal  irritation,  however,  does  not  always  follow  thefe  rules  j  for 
I  have  known  young  men,  in  whom  a  fore  from  common  accident  has 
healed  up  readily,  yet  the  irritation  attending  a  gonorrhoea  has  been  violent, 
and  a  chancre  has  inflamed  and  fpread  itfelf  with  great  rapidity,  and  even 
has  mortified.  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  known  young  men,  in  whom  a 
fore  from  common  violence  has  been  healed  with  great  difficulty,  yet  when 
they  had  contradled  a  gonorrhoea  or  chancre,  the  difeafe  has  been  mild  and 
eafily  curable. 

In  particular  people  it  is  either  mild  or  fevere  for  the  moff  part,  uniformly. 
In  the  firft  flated  difpofitions  it  is  not  invariably  fo,  but  then  I  believe  there 
is  fome  indifpofition  at  the  time.    I  have  known  feveral  gentlemen  who  had 

their 
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their  gonorrhoeas  fo  flight  in  common,  that  they  frequently  cured  themfelves. 
But  it  has  fo  happened,  that  a  gonorrhoea  has  been  remarkably  fevere,  and 
has  obliged  them  to  apply  for  afliftance  :  but  then  they  were  foon  attacked 
with  the  lymptoms  of  a  fever,  and,  when  the  fever  has  gone  off,  the 
fymptoms  of  the  gonorrhoea  have  immediately  become  mild.  I  may  now 
alfo  obferve,  that  when  the  difeafe  is  in  the  form  of  a  lues  venerea,  different 
conftitutions  are  differently  afFedted.  In  fome  its  progrefs  is  very  rapid, 
in  others  it  is  very  flow. 
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CHAPTER     IV. 


OF  TFIE  LUES  VENEREA  BEING  THE  CAUSE  OF 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

EVERY  anima]  may  be  laid  to  have  natural  tendencies  to  morbid  adlions, 
wliicli  may  be  conlidered  as  predifpofing  caufes,  and  thefe  may  be 
called  into  aftion  whenever  the  immediate  caufe  takes  place,  which  may  be 
fuch  as  to  have  no  connedlion  with  thefe  tendencies,  and  cannot  therefore 
be  confidcred  as  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe.  One  difeafe  excites  another,  and 
therefore  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  fole  caufe  of  it.  Thus  flight  fevers,  or  colds, 
fmallpox,  and  meaflcs,  become  frequently  the  immediate  caufe  of  fcrofula  ; 
and  certain  derangements  of  tlie  natural  adtions  of  the  body  often  bring  on 
the  gout,  agues,  and  other  difeafes  ;  but  thefe  difeafes  will  be  always  more 
or  lefs,  according  to  the  conlHtution  and  parts ;  and  the  conftitutions  will 
differ  according  to  circumflances,  which  may  be  numerous  3  two  of  thefe, 
however,  will  be  local  fituation,  and  age. 

In  this  country  the  tendency  to  fcrofula  arifes  from  the  climate,  which 
is  in  many  a  predifpofing  caufe,  and  only  requires  fome  derangement  to  be- 
come an  immediate  caufe  and  produce  the  whole  difeafe. 

The  venereal  difeafe  alfo  becomes  often  the  immediate  caufe  of  other 
diforders,  by  calling  forth  latent  tendencies  to  aftion.  This  does  not  happen 
from  its  being  venereal,  but  from  its  having  deflroyed  the  natural  adtions, 
fo  that  the  moment  the  venereal  aftion  and  difpofition  is  terminated,  the 
other  takes  place  ;  and  I  have  feen  in  many  cafes  the  tendency  fo  very 
ftrong,  that  it  has  taken  place  before  the  venereal  has  been  entirely  fubdued; 
for  by  purfuing  the  mercurial  courfe  the  fymptoms  have  grown  worfe  ;  but 
by  taking  up  the  new  difpofition,  and  rendering  it  lefs  adtive  than  the  vene- 
real, the  venereal  has  come  into  adion  anew;  and  thefe  effedts  have  taken 
place  alternately  feveral  times.  In  fuch  cafes  it  is  a  lucky  circumflance 
when  the  two  modes  of  treatment  can  be  united  ;  but  where  they  aft  in  op- 

pofition 
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pofiUon  it  is  very  unfortunate.  If  the  venereal  difeafe  attacks  the  lungs, 
although  that  difpofition  may  be  corredted,  Gonfumption  may  enfue ;  and 
in  like  manner  where  the  bones  are  afrefted,  or  the  nofe,  fcrofulous  fwell- 
ings  or  fillula  lacrymalis  may  be  the  confequence,  though  the  difeafe  may 
have  "been  cured. 

Many  of  the  difeafes  arifing  from  this  fource  appear  to  be  peculiar  to  fuch 
caufes,  and  feem  to  be  formed  out  of  the  conftitution,  the  difeafe,  and 
method  of  cure.  It  is  therefore  difficult  to  fay  of  what  nature  fuch  a  difeafe 
may  be  ;  but  it  will  in  general  have  a  particular  tendency  from  the  confti- 
tution i  and  if  we  are  acquainted  with  the  general  tendency  of  a  conftitution, 
we  are  to  fufpedl  that  as  the  ftrongeft  caufe,  and  that  the  difeafe  will  partake 
more  of  it  than  the  other.  In  this  country  thefe  complaints  have  moft 
commonly  a  fcrofulous  tendency,  and  are  often  truly  fcrofulous,  the  difeafe 
partaking  more  of  that  difpofition  than  any  other. 

Parts  have  alfo  their  peculiar  tendency  to  difeafes,  which  are  ftronger 
than  thofe  of  the  conftitution  at  large  ;  and  when  injured  they  will  of  courfe 
fall  into  the  morbid  action  arifing  from  fuch  tendencies.  Therefore,  when 
parts  have  had  their  natural  adlions  deftroyed  by  a  venereal  irritation,  thofe 
tendencies  will  be  brought  into  aftion ;  and  therefore,  the  difeafes  arifing 
from  the  tendencies  of  fuch  parts  are  to  be  kept  in  view.  They  will  be 
affifted  likewife  by  local  fituation,  and  age. 

In  particular  countries,  and  in  young  people,  the  tendency  to  fcrofula 
will  be  predominant ;  therefore  buboes  in  them  will  more  readily  become 
fcrofulous.  In  old  people  tliey  may  form  cancers;  and  when  in  parts  of 
the  body  which  have  a  particular  tendency  to  cancer,  that  difeafe  will  more 
readily  take  place. 

The  want  of  knowledge,  and  of  attention  to  this  fubjedl,  has  been  the 
caufe  of  many  miftakes ;  for  whenever  fuch  efteds  have  been  produced  in 
confequence  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  it  has  immediately  been  blamed,  and 
not  only  as  a  caufe,  but  it  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  the  difeafe  itfelf. 
This  is  an  inference  natural  enough  to  thofe  who  cannot  fee  that  a  variety 
of  caufes  are  capable  of  producing  one  effed: ;  or,  in  other  words,  that 
where  the  predifpofing  caufe  is  the  fune,  a  variety  of  immediate  caufes  may 

E  2  produce 
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produce  the  fame  a(5Uon.     It  fliows  great  ignorance,  however,  to  fuppofe 
the  venereal  dileafe  can  be  both  the  predilpofing  and  immediate  caufe. 

When  the  venereal  dileafe  attacks  the  uretlira,  it  often  becomes  itfelf  the 
predifpofmg  caufe  of  abfceflcs.  and  many  other  complaints ;  when  it  attacks 
the  outlide  of  the  penis,  forming  chancres,  they  often  ulcerate  fo  deep  as 
to  communicate  with  the  urethra,  producing  fiflula  in  the  urethra,  and 
often  a  continued  phymofis. 

In  defcribing  difeafes  which,  like  the  venereal  dileafe,  admit  of  a  great 
variety  of  fymptoms,  we  fliould  keep  a  middle  line,  firft  giving  the  moll 
common  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  in  each  form,  then  the  varieties  which 
moll  commonly  occur,  and  laft  of  all  the  moft  uncommon  ;  but  it  will  not 
be  eafy  to  take  notice  of  every  polTible  variety.  Therefore,  when  a  variety 
occurs  not  mentioned,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the  author  is  leading 
his  readers  aftray,  or  is  unacquainted  with  the  difeafe  at  large.  If  his  gene- 
ral principles  are  juft,  they  will  help  to  explain  moft  of  the  fingularities  of 
the  dileafe. 
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CHAPTER      I. 

OF    GONORRHOEA. 

WHEN  an  irritating  matter  of  any  kind  is  applied  to  a  fecreting  fur- 
face,  it  increafes  that  fecretion,  and  changes  it  from  its  natural 
ftate  (whatever  that  be)  to  fome  other.   This,  in  the  prefent  difeafe,  is  pus. 

When  this  takes  place  in  the  urethra,  it  is  called  a  gonorrhoea  j  and  as 
it  arifes  from  the  matter  being  applied  to  a  non-cuticular  furface,  which 
naturally  fecretes  fome  fluid,  it  is  of  no  confequence  in  what  part  of  the 
body  this  furface  is  ;  for,  if  in  the  anus,  it  will  produce  a  fimilar  difcharge 
there,  and  a  fimilar  effedl  on  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  nofe,  eyes,  and  ears. 
It  is  conceived  by  fome,  that  gonorrhoeas  may  take  place  without  the  above- 
mentioned  immediate  caufe ;  that  is,  that  they  may  arife  from  the  conftitu- 
tion  i  if  fo,  they  mufl  be  fxmilar  to  what  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  venereal  oph- 
thalmia. But  from  the  analogy  of  other  venereal  aifedlions  proceeding  from 
the  conftitution,  I  very  much  fufpeft  the  exigence  of  either  the  one  or  the 
other  :  for  when  the  poifon  is  thrown  upon  the  mouth,  throat,  or  nofe, 
it  produces  ulcers,  and  not  an  increafed  fecretion  like  a  gonorrhoea.  But 
we  never  find  an  ulcer  on  the  infide  of  the  eye-lids  in  thofe  ophthalmite ; 
and  gonorrhoeas  in  the  urethra  are  too  frequent  to  proceed  from  fuch  a 
caufe. 

Till  about  the  year  1753,  it  was  generally  fuppofed,  that  the  matter  from 
the  urethra,  in  a  gonorrhoea,  arofe  from  an  ulcer  or  ulcers  in  that  paflage  j 
but  from  obfervation  it  was  then  proved  that  this  was  not  the  cafe. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  give  here  a  Ihort  hiftory  of  the  difcovery  that 
matter  may  be  formed  by  inflammation  without  ulceration.     In  the  winter 
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1749,  a  child  was  brought  into  the  room,  ufed  for  diflecftion,  in  Covent 
Garden ;  on  opening  of  whofe  thorax  a  large  quantity  of  pus  was  found 
loofe  in  the  cavity,  with  the  furfice  of  the  lungs  and  the  plura  furred  over 
with  a  more  iblid  fubllance  fimilar  to  coagulable  lymph.  On  removing 
tliis  from  thofe  furfaces,  they  were  found  entire.  This  appearance  being 
new  to  Dr.  Hunter,  he  fent  to  Mr.  Samuel  Sharp,  defiring  his  attendance ; 
and  to  him  it  alio  appeared  new.      Mr.  Sharp,   afterwards,   in  the  year 

1750,  publiflied  his  Critical  Enquiry,  in  which  he  introduced  this  fa6l, 
"  That  matter  may  be  formed  without  a  breach  of  fubftance;"  not  men- 
tioning whence  he  had  derived  this  notion.  It  was  ever  after  taught  by 
Dr.  Hunter  in  his  ledures.  We,  however,  find  writers  adopting  it  without 
quoting  either  Mr.  Sharp  or  Dr.  Hunter.  So  much  being  known,  I  was 
anxious  to  examine,  whether  the  matter  in  a  gonorrhoea  was  formed  in  the 
fame  way.  In  the  fpring  of  1753,  there  was  an  execution  of  eight  men, 
two  of  whom  I  knew  had  at  that  time  very  fevere  gonorrhoeas.  Their  bodies 
being  procured  for  this  particular  purpofe,  we  were  very  accurate  in  our 
examination,  but  found  no  ulceration.  The  two  urethras  appeared  merely 
a  little  blocd-fliot,  efpecially  near  the  glans.  This  being  another  new  fad: 
afcertained,  it  could  not  efcape  Mr.  Gataker,  ever  attentive  to  his  emolu- 
ment, who  was  then  attending  Dr.  Hunter's  lectures,  and  alfo  pradiifing 
dill'edlion  under  me.  He  publifhed,  foon  after,  in  1754,  a  treatife  on  this 
difeafe,  and  explained  fully,  that  the  matter  in  a  gonorrhoea  did  not  arife 
from  an  ulcer,  without  mentioning  how  he  acquired  this  knowledge ;  and 
from  that  time  fucceffive  writers  have  repeated  the  fame  doftrine.  Since 
the  period  mentioned  above,  I  have  conftantly  paid  particular  attention  to 
this  circumftance,  and  have  opened  the  urethra  of  many  who  at  the  time  of 
their  death  had  a  gonorrhoea,  yet  have  never  found  a  fore  in  any  ;  but  always 
obferved  that  the  urethra,  near  the  glans,  was  more  blood-Hiot  than  ufual, 
and  that  the  lacunae  were  often  filled  with  matter.  I  have  indeed  (ten  an 
inftance  of  a  fore  a  little  within  the  urethra  ;  but  this  fore  was  not  produced 
by  any  ulceration  of  the  furface,  but  from  an  inflammation  taking  place, 
probably,  in  one  of  the  glands,  which  produced  an  abfcefs  in  the  part,  and 
that  abfcefs  opened  its  way  into  the  urethra.  The  very  fame  fore  opened 
a  way  through  externally  at  the  fra^num,  fo  that  there  was  a  new  paflage 

for 
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for  the  urine.  Indeed  the  method  of  curing  a  gonorrhoea  might  have  fhown 
that  it  could  not  depend  upon  a  venereal  ulcer ;  for  there  is  hardly  an  in- 
ftance  of  a  venereal  ulcer  being  cured  by  any  thing  but  mercury,  efcharotics 
excepted.  We  know,  however,  that  moft  gonorrhoeas  are  curable  without 
mercury  ;  and  what  is  ftill  more,  without  any  medical  affiflance  ;  which,  I 
believe,  is  never  the  cafe  with  a  chancre.  This  dodtrine,  that  a  gonorrhoea 
does  not  depend  on  ulcers,  was  firft  taught  publicly  by  Dr.  Hunter,  at  his 
ledures,  in  the  year  1750 ;  but  he  did  not  attempt  to  account  for  it. 


I.    OF  THE  TIME  BETWEEN  THE  APPLICATION  OF  THE 

POISON,  AND  EFFECT. 

In  moft  difeafes  there  is  a  certain  time  between  the  application  of  the 
caufe,  and  the  appearance  of  the  effedt.     In  the  venereal  difeafe  this  time  is 
found  to  vary  confiderably,  owing  probably  to  the  ftate  of  the  conftitution 
when  the  infeftion  was  received.     Each  form  of  the  difeafe  alfo  varies  in 
this  refpeft ;  the  gonorrhoea  and  chancre  being  earlier  in  their  appearance 
after  contamination  than  the  lues  venerea,  and  of  the  two  former  the  gonor- 
rhoea appearing  fooner  than  the  chancre.     In  the  gonorrhoea,  the  times  of 
appearance  are  very  different ;  I  have  had  reafon  to  believe  that  in  fome  the 
poifon  has  taken  effect:  in  a  few  hours,  while  in  others  it  has  been  fix  weeks; 
and  I  have  had  examples  of  it  in  all  the  intermediate  periods.     So  far, 
however,  as  we  can  rely  upon  the  veracity  of  our  patients,  (and  further 
evidence  we  cannot  have)  fix,  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  days  lliould  appear  to 
be  the  moft  common  period,  though  it  is  capable  of  affedling  fome  people 
much  fooner,  and  others  much  later.     I  was  informed  by  a  married  gentle- 
man, who  came  from  the  country,  and  left  his  wife  behind  him,  that  in  a 
frolick  he  went  to  a  bagnio  and  had  connection  with  a  woman  of  the  town. 
The  next  morning  he  left  her,  and  he  had  no  fooner  got  to  his  lodging 
than  he  felt  a  moifture  of  the  part,  and  upon  infpedtion  he  found  a  begin- 
ning gonorrhoea,  which  proved  a  very  troublefome  one.     I   was   told  by 
another  gentleman,  that  he  had  been  with  a  woman  over  night,  and  in  the 
morning  the  gonorrhoea  appeared ;  and  that  the  fame  happened  to  bim 
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twice.  I  was  informed  by  a  third  gentleman,  that  the  difcharge  appeared 
in  fix-and-thirty  hours  after  the  apphcation  of  the  poifon.  In  the  above- 
mentioned  patients  the  infecHiion  mufl  have  arifen  from  the  poifon  appUed 
at  thofe  ftated  times,  as  neither  of  thefe  patients  are  fuppofed  to  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  receiving  the  infeiftion  for  many  weeks  before. 

Thefe  affertions  from  men  of  veracity,  and  where  there  could  be  no  temp- 
tation to  deceive,  not  even  an  imaginary  one,  are  fufficient  evidences.  On 
the  other  hand,  upon  equally  good  authority,  I  have  been  informed  that  fix 
weeks  after  the  application  had  palled,  before  any  fymptom  appeared.  The 
patient  had  ftrange  and  uncommon  complaints  preceding  the  running,  fuch 
as  an  unufual  fenfation  in  the  parts,  with  moft  of  the  other  fymptoms  of 
gonorrhoea,  except  the  difcharge.  He  had  the  fame  complaint  about  twelve 
months  afterwards ;  and  then  it  was  four  weeks  from  the  application  of  the 
poifon  before  it  appeared,  giving  for  fome  part  of  that  time  the  former  dif- 
agreeable  fenfationsj  but  from  his  late  experience  he  fufpeded  what  was 
coming.  From  this  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  feldom  or  never  lies 
perfeftly  quiet  fo  long,  and  that  the  inflammatory  flate  may  take  place  for 
fome  confiderable  time  before  the  fuppurative ;  and  in  thefe  cafes  there  is 
lefs  difpofition  for  a  cure,  as  the  very  difpofition  which  forms  a  running  is 
in  general  a  falutary  one,  and  is  an  intermediate  flep  between  the  difeafe, 
which  is  the  inflammation,  and  the  cure ;  for  in  the  time  of  fuppuration  a 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  veffels  producing  the  formation  of  matter.  If 
this  change  fnould  never  take  place,  it  is  not  certain  what  would  be  the 
confequence ;  whether  the  inflammation  would  go  off  without  fuppuration, 
as  in  many  common  inflammations,  I  have  not  been  able  to  determine, 
but  fhould  fufpeft  that  it  would  continue  much  longer  than  ufual,  becauie 
the  parts  have  not  completed  their  actions  ;  and  I  alfo  fufpeft  that  fuch. 
cafes  alv/ays  -arife  from  fome  peculiarity  of  conftitution. 

II.     OF  THE   DIFFICULTY  OF  DISTINGUISHING  THE 
VIRULENT  FROM   THE  SIMPLE   GONORRHCEA. 

The  furface  of  the  urethra  is  fubjecSl  to  inflammation  and  fuppuration 
from  various  other  caufes  befides  the  venereal  poifon  ;  and  fometimes  dif- 
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charges  happen  fpontaneoufly  when  no  immediate  caufe  can  be  afiigned. 
Such  may  be  called  fimple  gonorrhoeas,  having  nothing  of  the  venereal  in- 
fedlion  in  them;  though  thofe  perfons  that  have  been  formerly  fubjeft  to. 
virulent  gonorrhoeas  are  mofb  liable  to  them.  It  is  given  as  a  diftinguifhing 
mark  betvi'een  the  fimple  and  the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  that  the  fimple  comes 
on  immediately  after  copulation,  and  is  at  once  violent  ^  w^hereas  the  viru- 
lent comes  on  fome  days  after,  and  gradually.  But  the  fimple  is  not  in 
all  cafes  a  confequence  of  a  man's  having  had  connedlion  with  women,  it 
does  not  always  come  on  at  once,  nor  is  it  always  free  from  pain.  On  the 
other  hand  we  fee  many  venereal  gonorrhoeas  that  begin  without  any  ap- 
pearance of  inflammation  ;  and  I  have  been  very  much  at  a  lofs  to  determine 
whether  they  v/ere  venereal  or  not ;  for  there  are  a  certain  clafs  of  fymp- 
toms  common  to  almofl  all  difeafes  of  the  urethra,  from  which  it  is  difficult 
to  diftinguilh  the  few  that  arife  folely  from  the  fpecific  affection.  I  have 
known  the  urethra  fympathife  with  the  cutting  of  a  tooth  *  producing  all 
the  fymptoms  of  a  gonorrhoea.  This  happened  feveral  times  to  the  fame 
patient.  The  urethra  is  known  to  be  fometimes  the  feat  of  the  gout-}-.  I 
have  known  it  the  feat  of  the  rheumatifm.  The  urethra  of  thofe,  who  have 
had  venereal  complaints,  is  more  apt  to  exhibit  fymptoms  fimilar  to  gonor- 
rhoea, than  the  urethra  of  thofe  who  have  never  had  any  fuch  complaint  j  and 
it  is  generally  in  confequence  of  the  parts  having  been  hurt  by  that  difeafe, 
that  the  fimple  gonorrhoea  comes  on  ;  which,  perhaps,  is  alfo  a  reafon  why 
they  are  in  fome  meafure  fimilar.  A  difcharge,  and  even  pain,  attacks  the 
urethra ;  and  ftrange  fenfations  are  every  now  and  then  felt  in  thefe  parts, 
which  may  be  either  a  return  of  the  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe  with- 
out virus,  may  arife  as  it  were  fpontaneoufly,  or  may  be  a  confequence  of 
fome  other  difeafe.  When  it  happens  in  confequence  of  fome  former  vene- 
real gonorrhoea,  it  is  feldom  conftant,  and  may  be  called  a  temporary  gleet, 
ceafing  for  a  time  and  then  returning ;  but  in  fuch  cafes  the  parts  feldom 
fwell ;  the  glans  does  not  change  to  the  ripe  cherry  colour,  nor  does  it  fweat 
a  kind  of  matter.  Such  a  complaint,  as  a  difcharge  without  virus,  is  known 
to  exift  by  its  coming  on  when   there  has  been  no  late  connecftion  with 

*  Nat.  Hift.  of  Teeth,  pt.  II.  p.  1 26.    f  Eflays  and  Obf.  Phyf.  and  Liter,  of  Edin.  v.  III.  p.  425. 
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women,  and  likewlfe  by  its  coming  on  of  its  own  accord  where  there  had 
never  been  any  former  venereal  complaint,  nor  any  chance  of  infedtion. 
From  its  commonly  going  ofl"  foon,  both  in  thofe  wlio  have  had  connedion 
with  women,  and  in  thofc  who  have  not,  it  becomes  very  difficult  in  many 
cafes  to  determine  whether  or  not  it  is  venereal ;  for  it  is  often  thought  vene- 
real when  it  really  is  not  fo ;  and  on  the  other  hand  it  may  be  llippofed  to 
be  only  a  return  of  the  gleet,  when  it  is  truly  venereal ;  but  perhaps  this  is 
not  fo  material  a  circumllance  as  might  at  firft  be  fuppofed.  Thefe  difeafes, 
when  they  are  a  confequence  of  former  venereal  complaints,  may  be  conli- 
dered  only  as  an  inconvenience  intailed  on  thofe  who  have  had  the  venereal 
o-onorrhoea.  No  certain  cure  for  them  is  known :  they  are  fimilar  to  the 
fluor  albus  in  women. 

III.     OF  THE  COMMON  FINAL  INTENTION  OF  SUPPURA- 
TION NOT  ANSWERING  IN  THE  PRESENT  DISEASE. 

When  a  fecreting  furface  has  once  received  the  inflammatory  action,  its 
fecretions  are  increafed,  and  vifibly  altered.  Alfo  when  the  irritation  has 
produced  inflammation  and  an  ulcer  in  the  folid  parts,  a  fecretion  of  matter 
takes  place,  the  intention  of  which  in  both  feems  to  be  to  walh  away  the 
irritating  matter ;  fo  that  it  is  the  end  of  irritations  to  produce  their  own 
deftrudtion,  like  a  mote  in  the  eye  which  by  increafmg  the  fecretion  of  tears 
is  itfelf  wafhed  away.  But  in  inflammations  arifing  from  fpecific  or  morbid 
poifons,  this  effedt  cannot  be  produced ;  for  although  the  iirft  irritating  mat- 
ter be  wallied  away,  yet  the  new  matter  formed  has  the  fame  quality  with 
the  original ;  and  therefore  upon  the  fame  principle,  it  would  produce  a 
perpetual  fucceflion  of  irritations,  and  of  courfe  fecretions,  even  if  there  were 
no  other  caufe  for  the  continuance  than  its  own  matter.  But  the  venereal 
inflammation  is  not  kept  up  by  the  pus  which  is  formed ;  but  like  many 
other  fpecific  difeafes,  by  the  fpecific  quality  of  the  inflammation  itfelf. 
This  inflammation,  however,  it  would  appear,  can  only  lafl:  a  limited  time  j 
the  fymptoms  peculiar  to  it  vanifhing  of  themfelves  by  the  parts  becoming 
lefs  and  lefs  fufceptible  of  inutation.  This  circumfl:ance  is  not  peculiar  to 
this  particular  form  of  the  venereal  difeafe ;  it  is  perhaps  common  to  almoft 

every 
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every  difeafe  that  can  affed  the  human  body.  From  hence  it  will  appear,  that 
the  confequent  venereal  matter  has  no  power  of  continuing  the  original  irri- 
tation ;  and  indeed  if  this  were  not  the  cafe  there  would  be  no  end  to  the  difeafe. 

As  the  living  principle  in  many  difeafes  is  not  capable  of  continuing  the 
fame  adion,  it  alfo  lofes  this  power  in  the  prefent,  when  the  difeafe  is  in 
the  form  of  a  gonorrhoea,  and  the  effed;  is  at  laft  flopped,  the  irritation 
ceafing  gradually.  This  celfation  will  "vary  according  to  circumflances  ~j 
for  if  the  irritated  parts  are  in  a  ftate  very  fufceptlble  of  fuch  irritations,  in 
all  probability  their  aftions  will  be  more  violent  and  continue  longer  ;  but 
in  all  cafes  the  difference  muft  arife  from  the  difference  in  the  conilitution, 
and  not  from  any  difference  in  the  poifon  itfelf. 

The  circumflance  of  the  difeafe  ceafing  fpontaneoufly,  only  happens  when 
it  attacks  a  fecreting  furface,  and  when  a  fecretion  of  pus  is  produced ;  for 
when  it  attacks  a  non-fecreting  furface,  and  produces  its  effefts  there,  that 
is  an  ulcer ;  the  parts  fo  affefted  are  capable  of  continuing  the  difeafe,  or 
this  mode  of  adlion  for  ever,  as  will  be  taken  notice  of  when  we  fhall  here- 
after confider  chancre.  But  this  difference  between  Ipontaneous  and  non- 
fpontaneous  cure,  feems  to  depend  more  on  the  difference  in  the  two  modes 
of  adlion,  than  on  the  difference  in  the  tv/o  furfaces  j  for  when  the  difeafe 
produces  an  ulcer  on  a  fecreting  furface,  which  it  often  does  from  the  con- 
ftitution,  as  on  the  tonfils,  it  has  no  difpofition  to  cure  of  itfelf  ^  nor  in 
the  urethra,  in  a  recent  cafe,  if  ulcers  are  formed  there,  would  they  heal 
more  readily  than  when  formed  in  any  other  part. 

The  common  pradlice  proves  thefe  faifls.  We  every  day  fee  gonorrhcEas 
cured  by  the  moil  ignorant ;  but  in  chancre,  or  the  lues  venerea,  more  fkiil 
is  neceflary.  The  reafon  is  obvious  :  gonorrhcea  cures  itfelf,  whilfl  the 
other  forms  of  the  difeafe  require  the  affiftance  of  art. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  the  parts,  which  become  irritated  firfl,  get 
well,  while  another  part  of  the  fame  furfice  receives  the  irritation,  which 
continues  the  difeafe,  as  happens  when  it  fliifts  from  the  glans  to  the  urethra. 

From  this  circumllance  of  all  gonorrhoeas  ceafmg  without  medical  help, 
I  fliould  doubt  very  much  the  poffibility  of  a  perfon  getting  a  frefli  gonor- 
rhoea while  he  has  that  difeafe ;  or  of  his  increafing  tlie  fame  by  the  appli- 
cation of  frefli  matter  of  its  own  kind.     And  this  obfervation  holds  in  all 
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the  forms  of  the  difeafc  }  for  it  has  been  proved,  that  the  application  of  the 
matter  from  a  gonorrhoea  to  a  bubo  does  not  in  the  leaft  retard  the  cure  of 
that  bubo ;  nor  does  the  matter  of  a  chancre  appUed  to  a  bubo,  nor  the 
matter  of  a  bubo  apphed  to  a  chancre,  produce  any  bad  effedt ;  though  if 
venereal  matter  is  applied  to  a  common  fore,  it  will  often  produce  the  vene- 
real irritation.  By  all  which  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  venereal  matter 
formed  in  a  gonorrhcca  does  not  affifl:  in  keeping  up  that  gonorrhoea ;  for  it 
is  only  ww  application  of  matter,  the  poifon  and  effects  of  which  are  exadly 
fimilar  to  the  efFefts  upon  the  folids  already  produced ;  and  that  nothing 
could  increafe  or  continue  the  effedl  but  fomething  that  is  capable  of  increaf- 
ing  the  difpofition  of  the  parts  themfelves  to  fuch  inflammation,  or  of  making 
them  more  fufceptlble  of  it.  We  find  befides,  that  a  gonorrhoea  may  be 
cured  while  there  is  a  chancre,  and  vice  verfa :  now  if  frelh  venereal  matter 
were  capable  of  keeping  up  the  difeafe,  no  gonorrha^a  could  ever  get  well, 
while  there  is  this  fupply  of  venereal  matter*.  From  all  this  it  is  reafon- 
able  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  a  furface  of  an  animal  body  is  not  capable  of  being 
irritated  by  its  own  matter  ;  nor  is  it  capable  of  being  irritated  beyond  a 
certain  time ;  and  therefore  if  frefli  venereal  matter  were  continued  to  be 
applied  to  the  urethra  of  a  man  having  a  gonorrhoea,  that  it  would  juft  go 
off  as  foon  as  if  no  fuch  application  had  been  made,  and  get  as  foon  well 
as  if  great  pains  had  been  taken  to  wafli  its  own  matter  away.  The  fame 
reafoning  holds  good  in  chancres. 

I  carry  this  idea  ftill  further,  and  affert  that  the  parts  become  lefs  fufcep- 
tible  of  the  venereal  irritation  ;  and  that  not  only  a  gonorrhoea  cannot  be 
continued  by  the  application  of  either  its  own  or  frefh  matter ;   but  that  a 

*  When  treating  of  pus,  in  my  leftures,  I  obferved  that  I  was  inclined  to  believe  that  no 
matter,  of  whatever  kind,  can  produce  any  efFecl  upon  the  part  that  formed  it :  nor  do  I  believe 
that  the  matter  of  any  fore,  let  it  be  what  it  will,  ever  does  or  can  do  any  hurt  to  that  fore  ;  for 
the  parts  which  formed  the  matter  are  of  the  fame  nature,  and  cannot  be  irritated  by  that  which 
they  produced,  except  extraneous  matter  is  joined  with  it.  The  gland  which  forms  the  poifon 
of  the  viper,  and  the  duft  which  conveys  it  to  the  tooth,  are  not  irritated  by  the  poifon  :  and  it 
would  appear  from  Abbe  Fontana's  experiments,  that  the  viper  cannot  be  aft'eded  by  its  own 
poifon.  Vide  Traite  fur  le  Venin  de  la  Vipere,  par  M.  F.  Fontana,  vol.  i.  page  22.  '  If  what 
I  have  now  advanced  is  true,  wiping,  or  wafhing  away  matter  under  the  idea  of  keeping  the 
pai  ts  clean,  is  in  every  cafe  abfurd. 

man 
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man  cannot  get  a  frefli  gonorrhoea,  or  a  chancre,  if  he  applies  frefh  venereal 
matter  to  the  parts  when  the  cure  is  nearly  completed,  and  continues  the 
application  ever  after,  or  at  leaft  at  fuch  intervals  as  are  withm  the  effed: 
of  habit.  I  can  conceive  that  in  time  the  parts  may  become  fo  habituated  to 
this  application  as  to  be  infenfible  of  it;  for  by  a  conftant  application,  the  parts 
would  never  be  allowed  to  forget  this  irritation,  or  rather  never  become  un- 
accuftomed  to  it ;  and  therefore  this  fupply  of  frelh  matter  could  not  affedl 
the  parts  fo  as  to  renew  the  difeafe  till  they  firft  recovered  their  original  and 
natural  ftate;  and  then  they  would  be  capable  of  being  affefted  again. 

This  opinion  is  not  derived  from  theory  only,  but  is  founded  on  expe- 
rience and  obfervation.  A  man,  immediately  after  having  fuffered  a  gonor- 
rhoea, ihall  have  frequent  connexions  v.-ith  women  of  the  town,  and  that 
for  years  fucceffively,  without  being  infedled ;  yet  a  frelh  man  fhall  contract 
it  immediately  from  the  very  fame  >voman ;  and  if  the  firftmentioned  man 
were  to  be  out  of  the  habit  of  this  irritation  for  fome  time,  he  then  would 
b^  as  eafily  infedled  as  the  other.  Where  this  habit  is  not  fo  ftrong  as  to 
prevent  altogether  the  parts  from  being  aftedied,  ftill  it  will  do  it  in  part; 
and  it  is  a  ftrong  proof  of  this,  that  moft  people  have  their  firft  gonorrhoea 
the  moft  fevere,  and  the  fucceeding  ones  generally  become  milder  and 
milder,  till  the  danger  of  infection  almoft  vanities. 

This  leems  to  be  explained  by  the  following  facfts.  A  married  man,  who 
had  had  a  communication  with  his  wife  only  for  feveral  years,  flept  with 
a  woman  with  whom  he  had  formerly  cohabited.  She  gave  him  a  fevere 
gonorrhoea,  and  declared  that  ihe  was  not  confcience  of  being  difeafed.  He 
put  himfelf  and  her  under  my  care ;  and  while  they  were  going  on  with 
their  cures  they  ftill  continued  tlneir  intercourfe,  which  I  readily  allowed. 
He  got  well,  and  it  was  fuppofed  fhe  got  well  alfo.  The  intercourfe  was 
continued  between  them  for  many  months  after,  without  any  mifchief  re- 
ceived on  his  lide,  or  any  fufpicion  of  remaining  difeafe  on  hers.  At  laft 
this  connexion  was  broken  off;  and  (he  formed  another  attachment :  fl:ie 
no  fooner  formed  this  new  attachment  than  fhe  gave  her  new  lover  a  go- 
norrhcEa  ;  flie  now  flew  to  me  for  a  cure,  and  declared  that  fhe  had  no 
connection  but  with  the  two  gentlemen  befbrementioned,  and  therefore  that 
the  prefent  difeafe  muft  be  the  fame  for  which  I  had  attended  her  fomierly. 

Her 
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Her  fecond  lover  was  not  a  patient  of  mine ;  but  I  gave  her -medicines 
which  flie  very  much  negledted  to  take.  Her  lover  continued  his  connec- 
tion, as  the  firft  had  done,  for  feveral  months  after  he  had  got  well,  without 
any  further  infcdion  from  her;  but  unfortunately  her  firfl  lover  returned 
about  a  twelvemonth  after;  and  thinking  himfelf  fccure,  as  flie  lived  in 
peace  with  the  prefent,  renewed  his  acquaintance  with  her,  and  but  once. 
The  confequence,  however,  was  a  gonori-hcea. 

Had  the  woman  the  gonorrha^a  all  this  time  ?  And  what  was  the  reafoa 
why  thofe  gentlemen  did  not  catch  the  difeafe,  except  after  that  the  ac- 
quaintance had  been  interrupted  for  fomc  time  ?  Was  it  the  effedt  of  habit, 
by  which  the  parts  loft  their  fucceptibility  of  that  irritation  ? 

Tlie  cafe  of  a  young  woman  from  the  Magdalen  hofpital  is  a  ftriking 
proof  of  this,  as  far  as  circumftances  can  prove  a  faft.  She  was  received 
into  that  houfe,  and  continued  the  ufual  time,  which  is  two  years.  The 
moment  Ihe  came  out  flie  was  picked  up  by  one  who  was  waiting  for  her 
with  a  poft-chaife  to  carry  her  off  immediately.  She  gave  him  a  gonor- 
rhcea. 

This  opinion  of  parts  being  fo  habituated  to  this  irritation  as  hardly  to 
be  afFefted  by  it,  is  ftrengthened  by  obferving,  that  in  the  gonorrhoea  the 
violent  fymptoms  fliall  often  ceafe,  and  the  difeafe  fliall  ftill  continue,  fpin- 
ning  itfelf  out  to  an  amazing  length,  with  no  other  fymptoms  than  a  dif- 
charge  ;  yet  that  difcharge  fliall  be  venereal.  This  I  have  frequently  feen  ; 
and  the  follov/ing  is  an  abftradl  of  a  fmgular  cafe  of  this  kind. 

A  gentleman  had  connexion  with  a  woman  of  the  town,  and  received  a 
venereal  gonorrhoea  in  the  beginning  of  April  1780.  He,  at  iirft,  could 
hardly  believe  it  to  be  venereal,  as  he  had  kept  the  woman  in  the  country, 
where  fhe  had  fcarcely  ever  been  out  of  his  fight ;  but  the  violent  pain  in 
making  water,  great  running,  chordee,  and  fwelled  tefticle,  convinced  him 
that  it  was  venereal.  When  the  cure  was  going  on  tolerably  well,  and  he 
had  got  the  better  of  one  fwelled  tefticle,  the  other  began  to  fwell ;  how- 
ever, all  the  fymptoms  gradually  difappeared,  except  the  chordee,  hardnefs 
of  the  epididymis,  and  a  fmall  gleet  which  was  flimy.  On  the  12th  of 
June  he  went  into  the  country ;  while  he  was  in  the  country  the  chordee 

went 
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went  ofF,  and  the  hardnefs  of  the  epididymis  entirely  difappeared ;  but  ftill 
a  llimy  gleet  remained,  although  but  trifling. 

September  the  firft,  he  married  a  young  lady,  and  endeavouring  to  enter 
the  vagina,  he  found  great  difficulty,  which  brought  on  a  return  of  the 
chordee,  and  an  increafed  dlfcharge.  On  the  loth,  ihe  began  to  complain 
of  heat,  and  pain,  and  of  a  difficulty  and  frequency  in  making  water;  and 
when  fhe  made  water  there  was  forced  out  fome  matter ;  fhe  had  alfo  a 
dull  heavy  pain,  and  a  fenfe  of  weight  at  the  bottom  of  her  belly,  and  round 
her  hips,  with  great  fcrenefs  of  the  parts  when  fhe  fat.  Thefe  lymptoms 
had  been  preceded  by  an  itching  about  the  orifice  of  the  vagina. 

By  taking  a  mercurial  pill,  and  rubbing  the  parts  with  mercurial  oint- 
ment, in  about  eight  days  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms  abated.  They  were 
now  allowed  to  cohabit ;  but  whenever  they  came  together,  the  pain  which 
fhe  fuffered  was  exceffive.  The  parts  were  wafhed  with  a  folution  of  cor- 
roiive  fublimate  and  fugar  of  lead,  and  anointed  with  mercurial  ointment ; 
which  applications  being  continued  for  fome  time,  the  forenefs  went  off. 
He  was  treated  medically;  and  afterwards  all  was  well. 

Here  was  a  venereal  gonorrhoea  contradled  about  the  beginning  of  April ; 
all  the  fymptoms  had  difappeared  by  the  firft  of  June,  and  there  only  re- 
mained fome  of  the  confequences,  fuch  as  chordee,  hardnefs  of  the  epidi- 
dymis, and  a  dlfcharge  of  a  little  flimy  mucus,  which  could  only  be  obferved 
in  the  mornlns;.  In  a  fliort  time  the  chordee  and  hardnefs  in  the  eoidi- 
dymis  had  entirely  gone  off,  and  merely  the  fmall  dlfcharge  of  mucus, 
which  appeared  only  in  the  morning,  remained  ;  yet  three  months  after  he 
communicated  the  difeafe  to  his  wife. 

I  was  confulted  in  the  following  cafe  by  the  furgeon  who  attended  :  July 
13th,  1783,  a  perfon  had  connexion  with  a  woman  of  the  town  :  the  30th 
that  is  feventeen  days  after,  a  gonorrhoea  came  on,  which  was  violent.  He 
took  mercurial  pills  and  gentle  purges.  In  twelve  days  the  violent  fymp- 
toms abated,  and  about  the  4th  of  September  the  dlfcharge  was  flopped. 
On  the  9th  it  began  to  appear  again,  but  only  lafted  a  few  days  ;  and 
would  come  and  go  in  this  way  fometimes  every  two  days  ;  often  fix  or  fcvcn 
days.  On  the  28th  of  September  he  had  connexion  vvitli  his  wife,  while 
he  had  a  finall  dlfcharge.     The  9th  of  Odober  he  had  connexion  again  ; 

and 
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and  three  days  after  flie  complained  of  heat  in  making  water,  with  a  dif- 
charge  and  other  fymptoms  of  gonorrhcea  which  were  violent.  About  the 
latter  end  of  Odober  her  complaints  were  almoft  removed  ;  fomeonly  of  the 
fymptoms  appearing  and  difappearing  till  January  1784,  when  he  had  con- 
nexion with  her  to  try  whether  flie  could  give  it  him,  viz.  three  months 
after  the  fecoiid  connexion ;  and  in  fourteen  days  after  this  he  had  all  the 
fymptoms  of  a  gonorrhoea.  April  29,  he  was  not  perfectly  well,  having  a 
difcharge,  with  a  pain  in  the  perinaeum  ;  and  flie  alfo  had  a  difcharge.  If 
this  lafl:  attack,  in  January  1784,  in  him  was  a  gonorrhoea,  then  of  courfe 
fhe  muft  have  had  it ;  and  alfo  of  courfe  he  muft  have  loft  his  in  the  inter- 
mediate time,  between  the  9th  of  Odlober  1783,  and  January  1784;  for  if 
he  had  had  it  alfo  then,  it  could  not  have  produced  any  effedl  upon  him. 

It  was  impofhble  to  fay  whether  they  had  now  tlie  infedtion  or  not,  for 
any  trials  upon  themfelves  would  prove  but  little,  except  one  of  them  only 
had  it  fo  as  to  infeft  the  other ;  but  if  both  had  it,  no  alteration  could  take 
place  in  either  j  as  it  could  not  be  afcertained  whether  they  had  the  difeafe 
or  not ;  and  as  there  were  fufpicious  fymptoms  in  both,  when  joined  with 
all  the  circumftances,  I  agreed  with  the  attending  furgeon,  it  was  moft  pru- 
dent to  treat  them  as  if  actually  aifefted  with  a  gonorrhcea. 

If  it  is  true,  as  is  afferted  in  the  voyage  round  the  world,  that  the  vene- 
real difeafe  was  carried  to  Otaheite,  it  fhows  that  it  can  be  long  retained 
after  all  ideas  of  its  exiftence  have  ceafed  ;  and  when  it  is  retained  for  fuch 
a  length  of  time,  it  is  moft  probably  in  the  form  of  gonorrhoea*. 

In  like  manner,  a  venereal  bubo,  if  it  could  be  kept  a  confiderable  time 
between  the  point  of  fuppuration  and  refolution,  would  become  indolent 
from  habit,  continue  in  that  point  of  fufpenfion,  and  remain  perhaps  almoft 
incurable.     Such,  I  think,  I  have  feen. 


IV.     OF  THE  VENEREAL  GONORRHCEA. 

In  treating  of  the  feat,  extent,  and  fymptoms  of  gonorrhoea,  I  fhall  begin 
with  fuch  particulars  as  are  conftant  or  moft  frequent,  and  take  them  as  much 

*  Vide  page  14. 
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as  poffible  in  tho  order  they  become  lefs  fo ;  for  there  is  a  confiderable 
variety  in  different  gonorrhoeas. 

V.     OF  THE  SEAT  OF  THE  DISEASE  IN  BOTH  SEXES. 

The  feat  of  this  difeafe,  in  both  fexes,  is  commonly  the  parts  of  gene- 
ration. In  men  it.  is  generally  the  urethra ;  though  it  fometimes  takes 
place  on  the  iniide  of  the  prepuce  and  furface  of  the  glans.  In  women  it 
is  the  vagina,  urethra,  labia,  clitoris,  or  nymphas. 

The  difeafe  has  its  feat  in  thefe  parts  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
caught.  But  if  we  were  to  confider.  the  furface  of  contadt  fimply  in  men, 
we  fhould  naturally  fuppofe  that  the  glans  penis,  or  the  orifice  of  the  urethra, 
would  be  the  firft,  or  indeed  the  only  parts  alfedled ;  yet  moll  commonly 
they  are  not ;  for  though  there  are  cafes  ^vhere  the  glans  is  affedted,  and 
where  the  difeafe  goes  no  further,  I  believe,  it  feldom  attacks  the  orifice  of 
the  urethra,  without  paffing  fome  way  along  that  canal.  How  far  it  ever 
can  be  faid  to  affe£t  the  prepuce  only,  I  am  not  quite  certain,  although  I 
believe  it  fometimes  happens ;  for  I  have  feen.  inflammation  there,  as  well 
with,  as  without,  a  difcharge  from  the  urethra,  which  appeared  to  me  to 
be  venereal.  I  have  {ten  in  fuch  cafes  the  inflammation  extending  into 
the  loofe  cellular  membrane  of  the  prepuce,  and  producing  a  phymofis ;  and 
this  inflammation  I  fufpedl  to  be  of  the  eryfipelatous  kind. 

When  the  difeafe  attacks  the  glans,  and  other  external  parts,  as  for  inftance 
the  prepuce,  it  is  principally  about  the  root  of  that  body,  and  the  beginning 
of  the  prepuce,  the  parts  where  the  cuticle  is  thinnefl:,  and  of  courfe  where 
the  poifon  moft  readily  affedts  the  cutis ;  but  fometimes  it  extends  over  all 
the  glans  and  alfo  the  whole  external  furface  of  the  prepuce.  It  produces 
there  a  forenefs  or  tendernefs,  with  a  fecretion  of  thinniili  matter,  commonly 
without  either  excoriation  or  ulceration.  I  am  not  certain,  however,  that 
it  does  not  fometimes  excoriate  thofe  parts  3  for  I  once  faw  a  cale,  where 
almofl:  the  whole  cuticle  was  feparated  from  the  glans.  The  patient  allui-ed 
me^  that  it  was  venereal ;  and,  from  the  particular  circumilances,  which  he 
related,  I  had  no  reafon  to  think  his  opinion  ill  founded.     He  never  had 
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had  any  fuch  complaint  from  connexion  with  women  before  that  time. 
Perhaps  the  difcafe  begins  oftener  on  thofe  parts  than  is  commonly  inima- 
gined ;  but,  being  defended  by  a  cuticle,  they  arc  but  little  fufceptible  of 
this  kind  of  irritation ;  and  this  may  be  the  reafon  why  a  permanent  effed: 
is  not  produced,  and  wliy  it  is  often  fo  flight  as  not  to  be  obferved.  When 
the  glans  or  prepuce,  or  both,  fuffer  the  venereal  inflammation,  it  often 
refl:s  there  and  goes  no  further,  not  being  attended  with  a  difcharge  of 
matter,  nor  with  pain  in  the  urethra.    This  the  following  cafe  illuflirates. 

A  young  gentleman,  from  Ireland,  flept  with  a  woman  at  Briftol ;  and 
a  fortnight  afterwards  he  had  intercourfe  with  another  woman  in  London, 
which  lafl  happened  to  be  on  a  Monday,  and  on  the  Tuefday,  or  the  day 
following,  he  obferved  a  difcharge  from  the  end  of  his  penis  when  covered 
with  the  prepuce.  On  the  Saturday  following  he  applied  to  me.  Upon 
examination,  I  found  that  the  running  came  from  the  inlide  of  the  prepuce, 
near  to  the  glans  j  and  the  corona  glandis,  as  alfo  that  part  of  the  prepuce 
which  is  behind  it,  appeared  to  be  in  a  tender  and  excoriated  ftate,  and  co- 
vered with  matter.  He  told  me  he  had  once  had  a  gonorrhcea  before  ^  and 
upon  being  alked  if  it  was  in  the  fame  place,  he  faid  it  was.  Not  being 
certain  how  far  this  might  be  venereal,  I  made  the  following  inquiry  i 
whether  he  had  been  fubject  to  fuch  excoriations  before  he  had  vifited 
women  ?  And  his  anfwer  was,  that  he  never  had ;  and  that  he  had  not 
this  complaint  always  after  coition,  but  only  twice,  as  has  been  above- 
mentioned  ;  which,  being  uncommon,  inclined  him  to  fuppofe  the  effedt  to 
be  venereal. 

I  fufpefl,  that,  when  the  prepuce  fwells  In  a  gonorrhoea  of  the  urethra, 
producing  a  phymofis,  which  is  often  the  cafe,  it  arifes  from  the  fame  dif- 
eafe  having  affed:ed  its  infide,  and  that,  not  being  fufficient  to  produce 
ulceration,  it  goes  no  further.  It  feems  probable  that  this  inflammation 
is  of  the  erylipelatous  kind ;  a  circumilance  very  neceffary  to  be  known  in 
the  cure. 

The  urethra  is  the  part  In  which  this  form  of  the  venereal  difeafe  is  moft 
frequent  j  and,  although  the  inflammation,  attending  the  difeafe  in  this  part,, 
has  many  of  the  common  fymptoms  of  inflammation,  yet  it  can  hardly  be 
called  inflammatory,  when  moderate ;  at  leaft  it  does  not  confl:antly  produce 

all 
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all  the  effe(fts  of  common  inflammation,  though  there  is  a  tendency  towards 
it.  The  parts  feldom  have  ail  the  charafteriflic  fymptoms  ;  for  there  is 
no  throbbing  fenfation  ;  there  is  but  little  pain,  except  from  the  irritation 
of  the  urine  and  diftention  of  the  parts ;  the  inflammation  feldom  goes 
deeper  than  the  furface  j  and  we  have  therefore  rarely  any  tumefadion  or 
thickening  of  the  parts.  It  fhould  rather  feem  to  be  an  error  loci  on  the 
furface  of  the  urethra,  like  a  bloodil^ot  eye. 

The  fecretion  of  pus  with  fo  little  inflammation,  is  perhaps  owing  to 
thefe  parts  being  naturally  in  a  ftate  of  fecretion ;  therefore  the  tranfition 
from  an  healthy  to  a  difeafed  fecretion  is  more  eafily  pruduced.  It  fome- 
times  happens  however,  that  the  parts  do  inflame  conliderably,  and  the 
inflammation  goes  deep  into  the  cellular,  or  rather  reticular  membrane  of 
the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethrae,  efpecially  near  the  glans.  Sometimes  it 
extends  further  aloiT^g  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethra,  producing  tumefac^ 
tion,  that  is,  an  extravafation  of  the  coagulable  lymph,  which  is  the  com- 
mon caufe  of  chordee.  It  may  be  obferved  in  general,  that  in  moft  cafel 
when  fuppuration  is  produced,  there  is  a  decreafe  of  inflammation.  The 
inflammation  in  the  reticular  membrane  of  the  furrounding  parts  would 
appear  not  to  be  always  confined  to  the  adliefive  ftage ;  for  in  thofe  parts 
we  have  fometimes  fuppurations,  efpecially  in  the  perineum,  which  fup- 
purations  I  fufpeft  to  be  in  the  glands,  as  will  be  taken  notice  of  hereafter. 

The  gonorrhoea  does  not  always  attack  an  urethra  otherwife  found  j  nor 
does  it  always  attack  an  urethra  the  relative  parts  of  which  are  always 
found.  Thus  we  find  people  contrafting  this  difeafe  while  they  are  afl'edled 
with  ftriftures,  a  fwelled  profl:ate  gland,  as  alfo  difeafed  tefticles,  or  fiich 
tefticles  as  very  readily  run  into  difeafe ;  by  which  the  malady  becomes  more 
complicated  and  requires  more  attention  in  the  method  of  cure.  Sometimes 
fuch  difeafes  are  relieved  by  the  gonorrhcea,  at  other  times  increafed. 


YI.     OF  THE  MOST  COMMON  SYMPTOMS,  AND  THE 
-  ORDER  OF'  THEIR  APPEARANCE. 

Although  the  irritation  muft  always  begin  firft,  yet  it  is  not  certain 
which  of  the  fymptoms,  in  confequence  of  that  irritation,  will  firfl  appear; 
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for  any  one  may  appear  fingly  without  tlie  others,  though  this  is  rarely  the 
cafe.  The  firfi:  fymptom,  when  carefully  attended  to,  is  generally  an  itching 
at  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  fonietimes  extending  over  the  whole  glans  ;* 
a  little  fulnefs  of  the  lips  of  the  urethra ;  the  effe&s  of  inflammation  are 
next  oblervable,  and  foon  after  a  running  appears  ;  the  itching  changes  into 
pain,  more  particularly  at  the  time  of  voiding  the  urine ;  there  is  often  no 
pain  till  Ibme  time  after  the  appearance  of  the  dilchargc,  and  other  fymp- 
toms ;  and  in  many  gonorrhoeas  there  is  hardly  any  pain  at  all,  even  when 
the  difcharge  is  very  confiderable  j  at  otlier  times  the  pain,  or  rather  a  great 
degree  of  forenefs  will  come  on  long  before  any  difcharge  appears. 

There  is  generally  at  this  time  a  greater  fulnefs  in  the  penis,  and  more 
efpecially  in  the  glans,  although  it  is  not  near  fo  full  as  when  erefted,  being 
rather  in  a  ftate  of  half-ereftion,  Befides  this  fulnefs,  the  glans  has  a  kind 
of  tranfparency,  efpecially  near  the  beginning  of  the  urethra,  where  the 
fkin  is  diftended,  being  fmooth  and  red,  rcfembling  a  ripe  cherry ;  this  is 
owing  to  the  reticular  membrane,  at  this  time  loaded  with  a  quantity  of 
extravafated  ferum,  and  the  veffels  filled  with  blood.  Near  the  beginning 
of  the  urethra  there  is  in  many  cafes  an  evident  excoriation,  which  is 
marked  by  the  termination  of  the  cuticle  all  around.  The  furface  of  the 
glans  alfo  is  often  in  an  half-excoriated  ftate,  which  gives  it  a  degree  of 
tendernefs ;  and  there  oufes  out  from  it  a  kind  of  matter,  as  has  been  before 
obferved.  The  canal  of  the  urethra  becomes  narrower,  which  is  known 
by  the  ftream  of  the  urine  being  fmaller  than  common.  This  proceeds 
from  the  fulnefs  of  the  penis  in  general,  and  from  the  internal  membrane 
of  the  urethra  being  fwollen  by  the  inflammation,  and  alfo  from  its  being 
in  a  fpafmodic  ftate.  Befides  thefe  changes,  the  fear  of  the  patient,  whilft 
voiding  his  urine,  aflifts  in  diminifhing  the  ftream  of  urine.  The  ftream, 
as  it  flows  from  the  urethra,  is  generally  much  fcattered  and  broken  as  foon 
as  it  leaves  the  palTage,  which  is  owing  to  the  internal  canal  having  become 
irregular,  and  is  not  peculiar  to  a  venereal  gonorrhoea,  but  common  to  every 
difeafe  of  the  urethra,  that  alters  the  exadt  and  natural  figure  of  the  canal, 

*  Thefe  fymptoms  are  moft  carefully  obferved  by  thofe  who  are  under  apprehciifions  of  having 
the  difeafe,  and  therefore  are  attentive  to  every  little  feafction  about  thofe  parts. 

even 
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even  although  the  irregularity  is  very  far  back.  This  we  find  in  many 
difeafed  proflate  glands. 

There  is  frequently  fome  degree  of  hemorrhage  from  the  urethra.  This 
I  fuppofe  arifes  from  the  diftention  of  the  veffels,  more  efpecially  when 
there  is  a  chordee,  or  a  tendency  to  one. 

There  are  often  fmall  fwellings  obfervable  along  the  lower  furface  of  the 
penis  in  the  courfe  of  the  urethra.  Thefe,  I  fufpedt,  are  the  glands  of  the 
urethra  fo  enlarged  as  to  be  plainly  felt  on  the  outfide.  They  inflame  fo 
much  in  fome  cafes  as  to  fuppurate ;  and,  according  to  the  laws  of  ulcera- 
tion, the  matter  is  brought  to  the  fkin,  forming  one,  tv/o,  or  more  abfceifes 
along  the  under  furface  of  the  urethra,  and  fome  of  thefe  breaking  internally 
form  what  are  called  internal  ulcers.  I  have  obferved  in  feveral  cafes  a 
tumor  on  the  under  fide  of  the  penis,  where  the  urethra  is,  which  would 
fwell  at  times  very  confiderably,  even  to  the  lize  of  a  fmall  flattened  nut, 
inflame,  and  then,  a  gulh  of  matter  flowing  from  the  urethra,  would  almofl 
immediately  fubflde.  The  difcharge  has  continued  for  fome  time,  gradually 
diminilliing  till  it  has  entirely  gone  off,  and  the  tumor  has  been  almoft 
wholly  reduced ;  yet  after  fome  months  it  has  fwelled  in  the  fame  manner 
again,  and  terminated  in  the  fame  way.  How  far  thefe  tumors,  and  the 
matter  they  difcharge,  are  really  venereal  when  they  appear  firfl:,  may  be 
doubtful ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  determine  this,  for  the  patients  in  general 
have  recourfe  to  medicine  immediately ;  but  in  their  fubfequent  attacks  they 
are  certainly  not  venereal,  for  they  cure  themfelves. 

I  have  fufpeded  thefe  tumors  to  be  the  dudts,  or  lacuna  of  the  glands  of 
the  urethra  diftended  with  mucus  from  the  mouth  of  the  dud:  being  clofed, 
in  a  manner  fimilar  to  what  happens  to  the  dudt  leading  from  the  lachry- 
mal fack  to  the  nofe ;  and  in  confequence  of  the  diftention  of  the  du6ls  or 
lacunas,  inflammation  and  fuppuration  come  on,  and  ulceration  takes  place, 
which  opens  a  way  into  the  urethra ;  but  this  opening  foon  clofes  up  and 
occafions  a  return.  Cowper's  glands  have  been  fufpedled  to  inflame,  and 
hardnefs  and  fwelling  have  been  felt  externally  very  much  in  the  fituation 
of  them,  which  coming  to  fuppuration  have  produced  confiderable  abfceifes 
in  the  perinaeum.  Thefe  tumors  break  either  internally  or  externally,  and 
fometimes  in  both  ways,  making  a  new  paffage  for  the  urine,  called  fiftul^ 

in  periuKO. 

A  forenefs 
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A  forenefs  is  often  felt  by  the  patient  all  along  the  under  fide  of  the  penis, 
owing  to  the  inflamed  ftate  of  the  urethra.  This  forenefs  often  extends  as 
far  as  the  anus,  and  gives  great  pain,  principally  in  erections ;  yet  it  is  dif- 
ferent from  a  chordee,  the  penis  remaining  ftraight. 

Erections  arc  frequent  in  moft  gonorrha'as.  Thefe,  arifing  from  the 
irritation  at  the  time,  often  approach  to  a  priapifm,  efpccially  when  there  is 
the  abovementioncd  forenefs,  or  when  there  is  a  chordee. 

Priapifms  often  threaten  mortification  in  men ;  and  I  have  feen  an  inflancc 
of  it  in  a  dog.  The  eredlion  never  fubfided,  and  the  glans  penis  could  not 
be  covered  by  the  prepuce,  from  the  fvveliing  of  the  bulb.  The  penis 
mortified  and  dropped  off;  the  bone  in  it  was  denuded,  and  an  exfoliation 
followed.  As  opium  is  of  great  fervice  in  priapifm,  there  is  reafon  to  fup* 
pofe  the  complaint  is  of  a  fpafmodic  nature. 


V.     OF  THE  DISCHARGE. 

The  natural  flimy  difcharge  from  the  glands  of  the  urethra  is  firfl 
changed  from  a  fine  tranfparent  ropy  fecretion  to  a  watery,  whitiih  fluid  ; 
and  the  natural  exhaling  fluid  of  the  urethra,  which  is  intended  for  moift- 
ning  its  furface,  and  which  appears  to  be  of  the  fame  kind  with  that 
which  lubricates  cavities  in  general,  becomes  lefs  tranfparent;  and  both 
thefe  fecretions  becoming  gradually  thicker,  aflume  more  and  more  the 
qualities  of  common  pus.  In  fome  cafes  of  gonorrhoea,  the  glands  that 
produce  the  flime,  which  is  fecreted  in  confequence  of  lafcivious  ideas,  are 
certainly  not  affedled ;  for  I  have  feen  cafes,  when  after  the  pafiages  had 
been  cleared  of  the  venereal  matter  by  making  water,  the  pure  flune  has 
flowed  out  of  the  end  of  the  penis,  on  fuch  occafions.  When  this  matter 
is  more  in  quantity  than  what  lubricates  the  urethra,  it  is  forced  out  of  the 
orifice  by  the  perillaltic  atftion  of  that  canal,  and  appears  externally.* 

*  That  the  urethra  has  confiderable  powers  of  action,  is  evident  in  a  vaft  number  of  inftancesf 
and  that  action  is  principally  from  behind  forwards.  We  find  that  a  bougie  may  be  worked  out 
by  the  adion  of  the  urethra.  This  action,  I  believe,  is  olten  inverted,  as  in  fpafmodic  flranguries. 

The 
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The  matter  of  gonorrhoea  often  changes  its  colour  and  confidence,  which 
IS  owing  to  the  difpofition  of  the  parts  which  form  it ;  fometimes  from  a 
white  to  a  yellov/,  and  often  to  a  greenifh  colour,  Thefe  changes  depend 
on  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  the  inflammation,  and  not  on  the  poifonous 
quality  of  the  matter  itfelf  3  for  any  irritation  on  thefe  parts,  equal  to  that 
produced  in  a  gonorrhoea,  will  produce  the  fame  appearances ;  and  the 
changes  in  the  colour  of  the  matter  are  chiefly  obfervable  after  it  has  been 
difcharged  upon  a  clotii  and  become  dry.  The  appearance  upon  the  cloth 
is  of  various  hues  ;  in  the  middle  the  matter  is  thicker  or  more  in  quantity, 
and  it  is  therefore  generally  of  a  deeper  colour ;  the  circumference  is  paler, 
becaufe  the  watery  or  ferous  part  of  the  matter  has  fpread  further,  and  at  the 
outer  edge  of  all  it  is  darkeft;  this  laft  appearance  is  owing  to  its  being  only 
water  with  a  little  flime,  in  which  fome  of  the  tinge  is  fufpended,  which 
when  dry  gives  a  tranfparency  to  the  part,  that  takes  off  from  the  white 
colour  of  the  linen.  It  is  very  probable  that  there  is  a  fmall  extravafation 
of  red  blood  in  all  the  cafes  where  the  matter  deviates  from  the  commoa 
colour,  and  to  this  the  different  tinges  feem  to  be  owing.  As  this  matter 
arifes  from  a  fpecific  inflammation,  it  has  a  greater  tendency  to  putrefadlion 
than  common  matter  from  a  healthy  fore,  and  has  often  a  fmell  feemingly 
peculiar  to  itfelf. 

As  it  ihould  appear  that  there  is  hardly  a  fufficient  furface  of  tlae  urethra 
inflamed  to  give  the  quantity  of  matter  that  is  often  produced,  efpecially 
when  we  coniider  that  the  inflammation  does  in  common  go  no  further  than 
two  or  three  inches  from  the  external  orifice,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that 
the  difcharge  is  produced  from  other  parts,  the  othce  of  which  is  to  form 
mucus  for  natural  purpofes,  and  which  are  therefore  more  capable  of  pro- 
ducing a  great  quantity  upon  flight  irritations,  which  hardly  rife  to  inflam- 
mation. Thefe  parts,  I  have  obferved,  are  the  glands  of  the  urethra.  la 
many  cafes  where  the  glands  have  not  been  after  death  lb  much  fvvelled  as 
to  be  felt  externally ;  and  where  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  urethra  of  thofe  who  have  had  this  complaint  upon  them,  I  have  always 
been  able  to  difcover,  that  the  duds  or  lacuna3  leading  from  them  have  been 
loaded  with  matter,  and  more  vifible  than  in  the  natural  ilate.  I  have 
obferved  too,  that  the  formation  of  the  matter  is  not  confined  to  thefe  glands 

entirely  j. 
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entirely  ;  for  the  inner  furface  of  the  urethra  is  commonly  In  fuch  a  ftate  as 
not  to  fuffer  the  urine  to  pafs  without  conlulerable  pain  ;  and  therefore 
mod:  probably  this  internal  membrane  is  alfo  afFcdcd  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  fecrete  a  niattcr. 

This  difcharcc  in  common  cafes  fliould  feem  not  to  arife  much  further 
back,  in  the  urethra  than  where  the  pain  is  felt,  although  it  is  commonly 
believed  that  it  comes  from  the  whole  of  the  canal,  and  even  from  Cowper's 
glands  and  the  proftate,  and  even  what  are  called  the  veficula;  feminales.* 
But  the  truth  of  this  I  very  much  doubt.  My  reafons  for  fuppofing  that 
it  comes  only  from  the  furface  where  the  pain  is,  are  the  following.  If 
the  matter  arofe  from  the  whole  furface  of  the  urethra,  and  from  the  glands 
near  the  bladder,  there  would  certainly  be  many  other  fvmptoms  than  do 
adlually  accur;  for  inftance,  if  all  the  parts  of  the  urethra  beyond  the  bulb, 
or  even  in  the  bulb,  were  affefted  fo  as  to  fecrete  matter,  that  matter  would 
be  gradually  fqueezed  into  the  bulb  as  the  femen  is,  and  from  tlience  it 
would  be  thrown  out  by  jerks ;  for  -vve  know  that  nothing  cah  be  in  the 
bulbous  part  of  the  urethra,  without  ftimulating  it  to  a£tion,  efpecially  when 
in  a  ftate  of  irritation  and  inflammation.  In  fuch  a  flate  we  find  that  even 
a  drop  of  urine  is  not  allowed  to  reft  there  ;  and  alfo  if  an  injedlion  of  warm 
water  only  is  thrown  into  the  urethra  as  far  as  the  bulb,  the  mufculi  accelera- 
tores  are  uneafy  till  they  adl,  and  throw  it  out.  Hence  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe 
that,  if  the  membranous  and  bulbous  part  of  the  urethra,  with  the  veiiculiE 
feminales,  proftate  and  Cowper's  glands,  afiifted  in  forming  the  matter, 
whenever  it  coUedled  in  the  bulb  it  would  probably  be  immediately  thrown 
forwards  by  the  mufcles  abovementioned,  and  we  Ihould  be  fenfible  of  it 
every  moment  of  the  day.  But  fuch  fymptoms  are  feldom  obferved.  Some- 
times indeed  a  fpafmodic  contraftion  of  thefe  mufcles  occurs,  which  may 
probably  arife  from  this  caufe,  though  it  is  more  frequently  felt  immediately 
after  the  urine  is  difcharged. 

*  Thofe  bags  are  certainly  not  refervoirs  for  the  femen.  The  difference  between  the  contents 
of  them  and  the  femen  gave  me  the  firft  fufpicion  of  this  ;  and  from  feveral  experiments  on  the 
human  body,  as  alfo  a  comparative  view  of  them  in  other  animals,  I  have  been  able  to  prove 
that  they  are  not. 

When 
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When  the  inflammation  is  violent,  it  often  happens  that  fome  of  the 
velTels  of  the  urethra  burft,  and  a  difcharge  of  blood  enfues,  which  is  in 
greater  quantity  at  the  clofe  of  voiding  urine.  This,  however,  happens  at 
other  times,  and  generally  gives  temporary  eafe.  Sometimes  this  blood  is 
in  fmall  quantity,  and  only  gives  the  matter  a  tinge ;  as  I  obferved  when 
treating  of  the  colour  of  the  difcharge.  The  erections  of  the  penis  often 
ftretch  the  part  fo  much  as  to  become  a  caufe  of  an  extravafation  of  blood. 
This  extravafation  generally  increafes  ^the  forenefs  at  the  time  of  emptying 
the  bladder,  and  in  fuch  a  flate  of  parts  the  urethra  is  ufually  fore  when 
prelTed ;  yet  the  bleeding  diminiihes  the  inflammation,  and  often  gives  eafe. 


VIII.     OF  THE  CHORDEE. 

The  chordee  appears  to  be  inflammatory  in  fome  cafes,  and  fpaf?nodic  in 
Others ;  we  Ihall  treat  firft  of  the  inflammatory  chordee. 

When  the  inflammation  is  not  coniined  merely  to  the  furface  of  the  urethra 
and  its  glands,  but  goes  deeper  and  affedls  the  reticular  membrane,  it  pro- 
duces in  it  an  extravafation  of  coagulable  lymph,  as  in  the  adhefive  inflam- 
mation, which  uniting  the  cells  together,  deftroys  the  power  of  diflention 
of  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethrjE,  and  makes  it  unequal  in  this  rcfped;  to 
the  corpora  cavernofa  penis,  and  tlierefore  a  curvature  takes  place  in  the 
time  of  ereftion,  which  is  called  a  chordee.  -The  curvature  is  generally  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  penis,  arifmg  from  the  cells  of  the  corpus  fpongiofum 
urethras  having  their  fides  united  by  adhefions.  Befides  this  effed  of  inflam- 
mation, when  the  cordee  is  violent,  the  inner  membrane  is,  I  fuppofe,  fo 
much  upon  the  ftretch,  as  to  be  in  fome  degree  torn,  which  frequently 
caufes  a  profufe  bleeding  from  the  urethra  that  often  relieves  the  patient, 
and  even  fometimes  proves  the  cure.  As  chordee  arifes  from  a  greater  de- 
gree of  inflammation  than  common.  It  is  an  effeft  which  may,  and  often 
does,  remain  when  all  infedlion  is  gone,  being  merely  a  confequence  of  the 
adhefive  inflammation. 

H  IX.    OF 
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IX.     OF  THE  MANNER  IN  WHICH  THE  INFLAMMATION 
ATTACKS  THE  URETHRA. 

In  what  manner  the  difeafe  extends  itfelf  to  the  urethra,  is  a  qucflion  not 
yet  ablblutely  determined.  I  fufpedl  that  it  is  communicated,  or  creeps 
along  from  the  glans  to  the  urethra,  or  at  leaft  from  the  beginning  or  hps 
of  the  urethra  to  its  inner  furface  ;  becaufe  it  is  impoflible  to  conceive,  that 
any  of  the  venereal  matter  from  the  woman  can  get  into  the  canal  duiing 
coition,  although  the  contrary  is  commonly  aflerted.  It  is  impollible  at 
leaft  that  it  can  get  fo  far  as  the  common  feat  of  the  difeafe,  or  into  thofe 
parts  of  the  urethra  where  it  very  often  exifts,  that  is,  through  the  whole 
leiigth  of  the  canal.  The  following  cafe  amounts  almoft  to  a  proof  of  this 
opinion. 

A  gentleman,  on  whofc  veracity  I  have  an  entire  confidence,  when  in 
Germany,  where  he  had  not  lain  with  a  woman  for  many  weeks,  fat  in  a 
neceflary-houfe  fome  time.  Upon  arifing  he  found  fomething  that  feemed 
to  give  the  glans  penis  a  little  fliarp  pull,  and  he  found  a  fmall  bit  of  the 
plafter  of  the  neceflary-houfe  flicking  to  it.  He  paid  no  further  attention 
to  it  at  that  time  than  merely  to  remove  what  ftuck  to  his  penis ;  but  five 
©r  fix  days  after,  he  obferved  the  fymptoms  of  a  clap,  which  proved  a  pretty 
fevere  one.  The  only  way  of  accounting  for  this  is,  that  fome  perfon  who 
had  a  clap  had  been  there  before  him,  and  had  left  fome  venereal  matter 
upon  this  place,  and  that  the  penis  had  remained  in  contact  with  it  a  fuffi- 
cient  time  for  the  matter  to  dry. 

When  the  difeafe  attacks  the  urethra  it  feldom  extends  further  than  an 
inch  and  a  half,  or  two  inches  at  moft,  within  the  orifice,  which  diftance 
appears  to  be  truly  fpecific,  and  what  I  have  called  the  fpecific  extent  of 
the  inflammation.* 

*  It  is  to  be  here  remarked,  that  fpecific  difeafes,  among  which  I  fhall  reckon  fuch  as  arife 
from  morbid  poifons,  have  their  fpecific  diftance  or  extent  as  one  of  their  properties  ;  but  this 
can  only  take  place  where  the  conftitution  is  not  fufceptible  of  eryfipelas,  or  any  other  uncom- 
mon mode  of  a(3ion ;  for  where  there  is  an  eryfipelatous  difpofitioii  no  bounds  are  let  to  the 
inflammation. 

As 
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As  the  caufe  of  a  gonorrhoea  is  commonly  an  inflammation,  it  is  accom- 
panied with  pain  and  the  formation  of  matter.  In  fuch  a  ftate  neither  the 
fenfations  of  the  patient,  nor  the  actions  of  the  parts  themfelves  are  confined 
to  the  real  feat  of  the  difeafe.  In  confequence  of  the  neighbouring  parts 
fympathifmg,  a  variety  of  fymptoms  are  produced,  many  of  which  do  not 
exceed  what  might  arife  from  an  irritable  ftate  ^  an  uneafinefs  partaking  of 
forenefs  and  pain,  and  a  kind  of  wearinefs,  are  every  where  felt  about  the 
pelvis  :  the  fcrotum,  tefticles,  perineum,  anus  and  hips,  become  difagree- 
ably  fenfible  to  the  patient ;  and  the  tefticles  often  require  being  fufpended ; 
and  fo  irritable  are  they  indeed  in  fuch  cafes,  that  the  leaft  accident  or  even 
exercife,  which  would  have  no  fuch  efredl  at  another  time,  will  make  them 
fwell.  The  glands  of  the  groin  are  often  aftefted  lympathetically,  and 
even  fvv'ell  a  little,  but  do  not  come  to  fuppuration.  When  they  inflame 
from  the  abforption  of  matter,  they  in  general  fuppurate.  I  have  feen  cafes 
where  the  irritation  has  extended  fo  far  as  to  aftedt  with  real  pain  the  thighs, 
the  buttocks,  and  the  abdominal  mufcles,  fo  that  the  patient  has  been 
obliged  to  lie  quiet  in  an  horizontal  pofition.  The  pain  has  at  times  been 
veiy  acute,  and  the  parts  have  been  very  fore  to  tlie  touch  ;  they  have  even 
fwelled,  but  the  fwelling  has  not  been  of  the  inflammatory  kind  ;  for  not- 
withftanding  a  vifible  fulnefs,  the  parts  have  been  rather  foft.  I  knew  one 
gentleman  who  never  had  a  gonorrhoea,  but  that  he  was  immediately  feized 
univerfally  with  rheumatic  pains.  This  had  happened  to  him  feveral  times. 
The  blood  at  fuch  times  is  generally  free  from  the  inflammatory  appearance, 
and  therefore  we  may  fuppofe  that  the  conftitution  is  but  little  affedled. 

When  the  gonorrhcea  (excluflve  of  the  aft'eftions  arifing  from  fympathy) 
is  not  more  violent  than  I  have  defcribed,  it  may  be  called  common  or  Jimpk 
venereal  gonorrhoea  j  but  if  the  patient  is  very  fufceptible  of  fuch  irritation, 
or  of  any  other  mode  of  aftion  which  may  accompany  the  venereal,  then  the 
fymptoms  are  in  proportion  more  violent.  In  fuch  circumftances  we  fome- 
times  find  the  irritation  and  inflammation  exceed  the'fpecific  diftance,  and 
extend  through  the  whole  of  the  urethra.  There  is  often  alfo  a  confiderable 
degree  of  pain  in  the  perinaeum,  and  a  frequent,  though  not  a  conftant, 
fymptom  is  a  fpafmodic  contraftion  of  the  acceleratores  urins,  which  is 
always  attended  with  contradions  of  the  ereftores  mufcles.     Whether  thefe 
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•  fpafms  arife  from  a  fecretlon  of  matter,  which  being  collefted  in  the  bulbous 
part  of  the  urethra  produces  uneafinefs,  and  excites  contraftions  in  order  to 
its  own  expuh'ion,  hkc  the  laft  drops  of  urine,  I  have  not  been  able  to  de- 
termine. I  have  icen  fuch  fpafms  in  the  time  of  making  water,  from  the 
urine  irritating  the  parts  in  its  paflage  through  the  urethra,  and  throwing 
the  mufcuH  accclcratores  into  contradlions,  i'o  that  the  water  has  come  by 
jerks.  This  kind  of  inflammation  fometimes  is  confiderable,  goes  deep  into 
the  celkilar  membrane,  and  produces  tumefadlion  without  any  other  cffed. 
In  other  cafes  it  goes  on  to  fuppuration,  often  becoming  one  of  the  caufes 
of  fiftulce  in  perinaio.  I  have  fometimes,  as  I  have  ah-eady  obferved,  fuf- 
pedled  Cowper's  glands  to  be  the  feat  of  fuch  fuppurations  ;  for  I  have 
obferved  externally,  circumfcribed  fwellings  in  the  fituation  of  thofe  glands. 
The  fmall  glands  likewife  of  the  bulbous  part  of  the  urethra  may  be  af- 
fedled  in  a  funilar  manner  ;  and  the  irritation  is  often  extended  even  to  the 
bladder  itfelf.  >. 

When  the  bladder  is  afl'efted  it  becomes  more  fufceptible  of  every  kind 
of  irritatioii,  fo  that  very  difagreeable  fymptoms  are  often  produced  ;  it  will 
not  allov/  of  the  ufual  diftention,  and  therefore  the  patient  cannot  retain 
his-water  the  ordinary  time,  and  the  moment  the  defire  of  making  water 
takes  place,  he  is  obliged,  inftantly  to  make  it  with  violent  pain  in  the 
"bladder,  and  ftill  more  in  the  glans  penis,  exaftly  fimilar  to  what  happens 
in  a  fit  of  the  fl:one.  If  the  bladder  be  not  allowed  to  difcharge  its  contents 
immediately,  the  pain  becomes  almofl  intolerable ;  and  even  when  the 
water  is  evacuated  there  remains  for  fome  time  a  confiderable  pain,  both  in 
the  bladder  and  glans ;  becaufe  the  very  contraction  of  the  mufcular  coat 
of  the  bladder  becomes  a  caufe  of  pain. 

The  ureters,  and  even  the  kidnies  fometimes  fyrrjpathife,  when  the  blad- 
der is  either  very  much  inflamed,  or  under  a  confiderable  degree  of  irritation ; 
however  this  but  rarely  happens.  I  have  even  reafon  to  fufpcdl  that  the 
irritation  may  be  communicated  to  the  peritonaeum  by  means  of  the  vas 
deferens.  This  fufpicion  receives  fome  confirmation  from  the  following 
hiflory.  A  gentleman  had  a  gonorrhoea  which  Avas  treated  in  the  antiphlo- 
giilic  way.  The  difcharge  being  in  fome  degree  flopped,  a  tenfion  came 
upon  the  lower  part  of  the  belly  on  the  right  fide,  jufl  above  Poupart's 
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ligament,  but  rather  nearer  to  the  ihum.  There  was  hardnefs  and  forenefs 
to  the  touch,  which  forenefs  fpread  over  the  whole  belly,  producing  rigors 
every  third  day,  with  a  low  pulfe,  which  to  me  indicated  a  peritoneal  in- 
flammation, arifing,  in  my  opinion,  from  the  vas  deferens  of  that  fide  being 
aifedted  in  its  courfe  through  the  belly  and  pelvis. 

When  the  inflammation,  or  perhaps  only  the  irritation,  runs  along  the, 
whole  furface  of  the  urethra,  attacks  the  bladder,  and  even  extends  to  the 
ureters  and  the  kidnies,  fo  as  to  caufe  a  difagreeable  fenfation  in  all  thefe 
parts,  the  difeafe  is  generally  very  violent,  and,  I  fufpefb,  is  fomething  of 
the  eryfipelatous  kind.     At  leaft  it  fhows  an  irritable  fympathifing  habit. 

This  difeafe  fometimes  produces  very  uncommon  fymptoms.  A  gentle- 
man had  a  gonorrhoea  ^  and,  when  the  inflammatory  fymptomiS  were  abating, 
the  urethra  loft  both  the  involuntary  and  voluntary  powers  of  retaining  the 
urine.  His  water  came  away  involuntarily ;  nor  could  he  fl:op  it.  I  advifed 
him  to  do  nothing,  and  to  wait  for  fome  time,  as  probably ,  the  method  of 
cure  might  be  more  difagreeable  than  the  difeafe  itfelf,  although  it  was  very 
troubiefome  to  him  when  in  company.  The  complaint  gradually  lefiened, 
and  in  time  went  entirely  off". 


X.     OF  THE  SWELLED  TESTICLE. 

A  very  common  fymptom  attending  a  gonorrhoea  is  a  fwelling  of  the 
tefl:icle.  This,  1  believe,  like  the  affedion  of  the  bladder,  and  many  of 
the  fymptoms  mentioned  before,  is  only  fympathetical,  and  not  to  be  reck- 
oned venereal,  becaufe  the  fame  fymptoms  follow  every  kind  of  irritation  on 
the  urethra,  vv'hether  produced  by  ftridures,  injedtions,  or  bougies.  It 
may  be  obferved  here,  that  thofe  fymptoms  are  not  fimilar  to  the  adlions 
arifing  from  the  application  of  the  true  venereal  matter,  whether  by  abforp- 
tion  or  otherwife  ;  for  they  feldom  or  ever  fuppurate  ;  and  when  fuppuration 
happens,  the  matter  produced  is  not  venereal. 

The  teflicles  feem  as  it  were,  in  many  cafes,  rather  to  be  ndling  for  the 
urethra,  than  for  thernfelves,  which  is  an  idea  applicable  to  all  lympathies. 
Thus   the  fwelling  and  inflammation  appears  fuddenly,   and  as  fuddenly 
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dilappcars,  or  in  a  few  nnnutes  goes  from  one  tefticle  to  tlie  other ;  the 
affedion  depending  upon  the  Aate  of  tlic  urethra,  and  not  at  all  upon  the 
part  itfelf.  A  part  however  of  the  tcflicle,  the  epididymis,  aiTumes  all  the 
characters  of  inflammation,  remaining  fwclled  even  for  a  confiderable  time 
after  the  inflammation  has  fubfided. 

The  firll  appearance  of  fwelling  in  the  teflicle  is  generally  a  foft  pulpy 
fidncfs  of  the  body  of  the  teflicle,  which  is  tender  to  the  touch ;  this  in- 
Creafes  to  a  hard  fwelling,  accompanied  with  confiderable  pain.  The 
liardeft  part  is  generally  the  epididymis,  and  principally  that  portion  of  it 
which  is  at  the  lower  end  of  the  tefticle,  as  may  be  diftindly  felt.  The 
hardnefs  and  fwelling,  however,  often  run  the  whole  length  of  that  body, 
and  form  a  knob  at  the  upper  part.  The  fpermatic  chord  is  likewife  often 
aftecfled,  and  more  efpecially  tlie  vas  deferens,  which  is  thickened  and  fore 
to  the  touch.  The  veins  of  the  tefticle  fometimes  become  varicofe.  I  have 
feen  fuch  a  ftate  of  veins  accompany  a  fwelling  of  the  tefticle. in  two  in- 
flances.  A  pain  in  the  fmall  of  the  back  generally  attends  inflammations 
of  the  tefticle  of  all  kinds,  with  a  fenfe  of  weaknefs  of  the  loins  and  pelvis. 
The  bowels  generally  fympathife  with  moft  complaints  of  the  tefticle,  in 
fome  by  cholicky  pains,  in  others  by  an  uncommon  fenlation  both  in  the 
ftomach  and  inteftines.  Sicknefs  is  a  common  fymptom,  and  even  vomit- 
ing ;  the  powers  of  digeftion  by  this  means  are  impaired,  and  a  difpofition 
for  the  accumulation  of  air  takes  place,  which  is  often  very  troublefome. 
Here  we  have  from  the  tefticles  a  chain  of  fympathies,  as  we  had  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  irritation  running  along  the  whole  urinary  paflages ;  firft 
the  tefticle  is  aftecfled  from  the  urethra,  then  the  fpermatic  chord,  the 
loins,  inteftines,  ftomach,  and  from  thence  in  fome  meafure  the  whole 
body. 

In  a  cafe  of  fwelled  tefticle  I  have  known  the  buttocks  fwell,  but  the 
fwelling  was  not  of  the  inflammatory  kind,  and  in  making  water  pain  was 
felt  in  that  part.  Whether  this  fymptom  arofe  from  the  fwelling  of  the 
tefticle,  or  from  the  fame  common  caufe,  that  is  the  gonorrha^a,  is  not 
eafily  determined ;  although  the  latter  fuppofttion  is  the  moft  probable. 

It  has  been  aflerted,  but  without  proof,  that  in  cafes  of  fwelled  tefticles 
in  confequence  of  a  gonorrhoea,  it  is  not  the  tefticle  that  fwells,  but  the 
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epididymis.     The  truth  is,  it  is  both  the  one  and  the  other.     Any  man 
that  is  accuftomed  to  diftinguifli  between   a  fwelHng  of  the  whole   te- 
fticle,  and  that  of  the  epididymis  only,  will  immediately  be  fenlible,  that 
in  the  hernia  humoralis  the  whole  tefticle  is  fwelled.     The  tefticle  affumes 
the  fame  ihape  that  it  does  from  other  caufes,  where  we  know  from  beino- 
obliged  to  remove  it,  that  the  whole  has  fwelled.     The  pain  is  in  every 
part  of  the  tefticle.     I  have  feen  fuch  fwellings  fuppurate  on  the  forepart, 
and  have  known  feveral  inftaAces  of  adhefions  between  the  tunica  albuginea 
and  vaginalis,  from  fuch  caufes.     This  has  only  been  difcovered  after  death, 
or  in  the  operation  for  a  partial  hydrocele.     Such  changes  could  not  have 
taken  place  if  the  body  of  the  tefticle  had  not  been  in  a  ftate  of  inflammation. 
This  inflammation  of  the  tefticle  moft  probably  arifes  from  its  fympathifing 
with  the  urethra,  and  in  many  cafes  it  would  appear  to  arife  from  what  is 
underftood  by  a  tranflation  of  the  irritation  from  the  urethra  to  the  tefticle. 
Thus  a  fwelling  of  the  tefticle  coming  on  fliall  remove  the  pain  in  making 
water,  and  fufpend  the  difcharge ;  which  ft:iall  not  return  till  the  fwelling 
of  the  tefticle  begin  to  fubfide  ;  or  the  irritation  in  the  urethra  firft  ceafing 
fhall  produce  a  fwelling  of  the  tefticle,  which  ftiall  continue  till  the  pain 
and  difcharge  return  ;  thus  rendering  it  doubtful,  which  is  the  caufe  and 
which  the  effeft.     I  have  neverthelefs  known  cafes,  where  the  tefticle  has 
fwelled,  and  yet  the  difcharge  has  become  more  violent ;  nay  I  have  itcu. 
inftances  where  a  fwelling  has  come  on  after  the  difcharge  has  ceafed ;  yet 
the  difcharge  has  returned  with  violence,  and  remained  as    long  as   the 
fv/elling  of  the  tefticle.     Sometimes  the  epididymis  only  is  affected,  fome- 
times  the  vas  deferens,  and  at  other  times  only  the  fpermatic  chord,  pro- 
pucing  varicofe  veins.     No  reafon  can  be  afligned  why  one  of  thefe  parts 
is  afted:ed  more  than  another,  and  indeed  the  immediate  caufe  in  all  is  as 
yet  unknown.     For  although  an  adion  in  the  urethra  is  the  remote  caufe, 
yet  it  is  ftill  impoflible  to  fay  whether  it  be  the  ceflatlon  of  that  adllon  that 
is  the  caufe  of  the  fwelling  in  the  tefticle,  or  the  fwelling  in  the  tefticle 
the  caufe  of  the  ceflatlon.     It  is  defcribed  as  arifine  from  an  irritation 
taking  place  in  the  mouths  of  the  vafa  deferentia.     Were  this  the  caufe, 
it  ought  in  general  to  arTed:  both  tefticles  at  the  fame  time  :  but  I  have 
feen  this  complaint  happen  as  often  where  the  inflammation  has  gone  no 

furtlier 


56  OF    GONORRHCEA. 

further  back  in  the  urethra  than  about  an  inch  and  a  half,  or  two  Indies, 
as  where  it  has  extended  further ;  and  the  circumflancc  of  the  fwelhng 
Ihifting  fuddcnly  from  one  tellicle  to  the  other,  ihows  it  to  arife  from  fome 
Other  principle  in  the  animal  ceconomy. 

A  ftrangury  often  attends  fucli  cafes  of  fympathy,  and  more  frequently 
■when  the  running  flops,  than  when  it  is  continued  along  with  the  fwelling 
of  the  tefticle.  Indeed  any  fudden  flopping  of  the  difcharge  gives  a  tend- 
ency to  a  flrangury. 

As  fmgular  a  circumflancc  as  any  refpeding  the  fwelling  of  the  tefticle 
is,  that  it  does  not  always  come  on  when  the  inflammation  in  the  urethra 
is  at  the  height.  I  think  it  oftener  happens  when  the  irritation  in  the  ure- 
thra is  going  off  J  and  fometimes  even  after  it  has  entirely  ceafed,  and  when 
the  oatient  conceives  himfelf  to  be  quite  well. 

I  may  be  allowed  to  remark,  that  fwellings  in  the  tefticle  in  confequence 
of  venereal  irritation  in  the  urethra,  fubjeft  it  to  a  fufpicion  that  every 
fwelling  of  this  part  is  venereal  :  but  fl-om  what  I  faid  of  its  nature  when 
it  arifes  from  a  venereal  caufe,  which  was  that  it  is  owing  to  fympathy 
only,  and  from  what  I  fliall  now  fay,  that  it  is  never  affedled  with  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  either  local  or  conflitutional,  as  far  as  my  obfervation  goes, 
it  is  to  be  inferred  that  fuch  fufpicions  are  always  ill  founded.  This,  per- 
haps, is  an  inference  to  which  few  will  fubfcribe. 

I  have  known  the  gout  produce  a  fwelling  in  the  tefticle  of  the  inflamma- 
tory kind,  and  therefore  ftmilar  to  the  fympathetic  fwelling  from  a  venereal 
caufe,  having  many  of  its  charadlers.  Injuries  done  to  the  tefticle  produce 
fwellings  :  but  they  are  different  from  thofe  abovementioned,  being  more 
permanent,  having  the  difeafe  or  caufe  in  the  part  itfelf.  Cancers,  and  the 
fcrofula  produce  fwellings  of  the  tefticle ;  but  thefe  are  generally  flow  in 
their  progrefs,  and  not  at  all  fimilar  to  thofe  arifing  from  an  irritation  in 
the  urethra. 
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XL     OF  THE  SWELLINGS  OF  THE  GLANDS  FROM 

SYMPATHY. 

Since  our  knowledge  of  tlie  manner  in  which  fubftances  get  into  the 
circulation,  and  our  having  learned  that  many  fubflances,  efpecially  poifons, 
in  their  courfe  to  the  circulation,  irritate  the  ablbrbent  glands  to  inflamma- 
tion and  tumefaction,  we  might  naturally  fuppofe  fuch  fwellings,  accom- 
panying complaints  in  the  urethra  attended  with  a  difcharge,  to  be  owing 
to  the  abforption  of  that  matter,  and  therefore  if  it  be  a  venereal  difcharge, 
that  they  muft  alfo  be  venereal.  But  we  mufl  not  be  too  hafty  in  drawing 
this  conclulion  :  for  we  know  that  the  glands  will  fometimes  fwell  from 
an  irritation  at  the  origin  of  the  lymphatics,  where  no  abforption  could 
pofTibly  have  taken  place.  They  often  fwell  and  become  painful  upon  the 
commencement  of  inflammation,  before  any  fuppuration  has  taken  place, 
and  fubfide  upon  the  coming  on  of  fuppuration ;  becaufe  when  the  fuppu- 
ration begins,  the  inflammation  abates.  I  have  known  a  prick  in  the 
finger  with  a  clean  fewing-needle,  produce  a  red  ftreak  all  up  the  fore-arm, 
pain  along  the  infide  of  the  biceps  mufcle,  a  fwelling  of  the  lymphatic 
gland  above  the  inner  condyle  of  the  humerus,  and  alfo  of  the  glands  of  the 
arm-pit,  immediately  followed  by  ficknefs  and  a  rigor,  all  which,  howe- 
ver, have  foon  gone  off.  As  it  iliould  therefore  appear,  tliat  the  abforbent 
iyilem  is  capable  of  being  afFeded  as  well  by  irritation,  as  by  the  abforp- 
tion of  matter,  in  all  difeafes  of  this  fyftem,  arifing  from  local  injuries 
attended  with  inatter,  one  muft  always  have  thefe  two  caufes  in  view,  and 
endeavour,  if  poffible,  to  difliinguilh  from  which  the  prefent  affedlion  pro- 
ceeds. For  in  thofe  arifl ng  from  an  irritated  furface  in.  confequence  of 
poifon,  efpecially  the  venereal,  it  is  of  conflderable  confequence  to  be  able 
to  fay  from  which  of  the  two  it  arifes  ;  flnce  it  fometimes  happens,  although 
but  feldom,  that  the  glands  of  the.  groin  are  affeded  in  a  common  gonor- 
rhoea with  the  appearance  of  beginning  buboes,  but  which  I  fuipedl  to  be 
fimilar  to  the  fwelling  of  the  tefticle,  that  is,  irberely  fympathetic.  The 
pain  they  give  is  but  very  trifling,  when  compared  to  that  of  the  true  vene- 
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real  fwellings  arifing  from  the  abforption  of  matter;  and  they  feldom  fup- 
'  purate.  However  there  are  fwellings  of  thefc  glands  from  adual  abforption 
of  matter  in  gonorrhcca,  and  which  confequently  are  truly  venereal ;  and  as 
it  is  pollible  to  have  fuch,  they  are  always  to  be  fiifpeded.  As  they  have 
fometimes  arifen  upon  a  ceflation  of  the  irritation  in  the  urethra,  fimilar  to 
the  fwelling  of  the  tefticlc,  it  has  been  fuppofed  that  the  matter  was  driven 
as  it  were  into  them  by  unikilful  treatment.  From  our  acquaintance  with 
the  abforbing  lyllem,  we  know  that  the  matter  can  go  that  way  ;  but  we 
alfo  know,  that  we  have  no  method  of  driving  it  that  way  ;  and  if  we  had, 
there  is  no  reafon  why  more  fhould  not  be  formed  in  the  urethra.  This 
therefore  does  not  account  for  the  ceflation  of  fecretion  of  matter  in  that 
part. 

It  is  difficult  to  fiy,  what  is  the  nature  of  thofe  fympathetic  difeafes. 
They  are  not  venereal,  for  they  fubfide  by  the  common  treatment  of  inflam- 
mation without  the  ufe  of  mercury  ;  and  I  have  known  an  infVance  of  a 
fwelled  tellicle  from  a  venereal  gonorrhoea,  that  fuppurated,  and  was  treated 
by  my  advice  as  a  common  fuppuration,  and  healed  without  a  grain  of 
mercury  being  given.  Neither  can  they  be  called  truly  inflammatory,  having 
rarely  any  of  the  true  charadlers  of  inflammation,  fuch  as  thickening  of  the 
parts,  fymptomatic  fever,  or  fizy  blood,  except  in  fwellings  of  the  tefticle 
and  glands.  The  fwelling  of  the  tefticle  has  feveral  peculiarities  attending 
it  3  it  is  often  very  quick  in  its  increafe,  and  not  being  of  the  true  inflamma- 
tory difpofition,  it  requires  lefs  time  for  the  removal  of  the  infla«imation  ; 
but  even  where  it  appears  to  have  more  of  the  true  inflammatory  adbion,  we 
find  that  the  removal  of  the  inflammation  and  tumefaction  take  place  more 
rapidly  than  when  proceeding  from  other  caufes,  A  fwelled  tefl:icle  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  radical  cure  of  the  hydrocele  does  not  fubfide  after  inflam- 
mation is  gone,  in  as  many  weeks ;  as  the  fwelled  tefl:icle  in  confequence 
of  its  fympathy  with  other  parts,  does  in  days ;  and  probably  the  reafon  of 
this  is,  that  it  arifes  from  fympathy  :  for  an  inflammation  ariflng  from  real 
difeafe  in  a  part,  or  from  an  external  injury,  as  in  the  hydrocele,  muft  al- 
ways laft  either  till  the  difeafe  be  removed,  or  the  injury  repaired ;  but  that 
from  fympathy  will  vary  as  the  caufe  varies,  which  may  happen  very 
quickly  j  for  we  find  a  tefticle  fwell  in  a  few  minutes,  and  in  as  little  time 

fubfide  ; 
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fubiide  ;  and  alfo  the  fwelling  move  fuddenly  from  one  tefticle  to  the  other. 

Thefe  fympathies  are  often  peculiar  to  conllitutions,  and  even  to  temporary 

conftitutions,  in  fo  much  as  to  be  in  fome  degree  epidemic ;  for  there  is  often 

fuch  an  influence  in  the  atmofphere  as  predifpofes  the  body  to  this  kind  of  .  / 

irritation  j  and  bodies  fo  predifpofed  require  only  the  immediate  caufe  to 

produce  the  eifeft. 


XII.     OF  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  LYMPHATICS  IN  A 

GONORRHCEA. 

Another  fymptom,  which  fometimes  takes  place  in  gonorrhoea,  is  a 
hard  chord  leading  from  the  prepuce,  along  the  back  of  the  penis,  and  often 
directing  its  courfe  to  one  of  the  groins,  and  affedting  the  glands.  There  is 
moft  commonly  a  fwelling  in  the  prepuce  at  the  part  where  the  chord  takes 
its  rife.  This  happens  fometimes  when  there  is  an  excoriation  and  dif- 
charge  from  the  prepuce  or  glans,  which  may  be  called  a  venereal  gonor- 
rhoea of  thefe  parts.  Both  the  fwelling  in  the  groin,  and  the  hard  chord, 
we  have  reafon  to  fuppofe  arife  from  the  ablbrption  of  pus,  and  therefore 
that  they  are  the  firil;  fteps  towards  a  lues  venerea ;  but  as  that  form  of 
the  difeafe  feldom  happens  from  a  gonorrhoea,  I  fhall  not  take  any  further 
notice  of  it  in  this  place.  However,  I  may  remark,  that  from  this  obfer- 
vation  of  the  lues  venerea  being  feldom  produced  from  a  gonorrhoea,  it 
fliould  appear  that  a  whole  furface,  or  one  only  inflamed,  does  not  readily 
admit  of  the  abforption  of  the  venereal  poifon  ;  and  therefore,  although  the 
venereal  matter  lies  for  many  weeks  in  the  pafl^age,  and  over  the  whole 
glans,  it  feldom  happens  that  any  abforption  takes  place.  I  have  feen  a 
cafe,  where  blood  has  been  difcharged  from  the  urethra,  and  the  above- 
mentioned  fymptoms  have  come  on.  I  at  firil  fufpeded  that  the  abforption 
had  taken  place  where  the  vellel  gave  way.  But  as  this  fymptom  rarely 
happens,  even  where  there  has  been  a  confiderable  difcharge  of  blood,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  tliat  wounds  are  alfo  bad  abforbing  furfaces,  efpecially 
Avhen  I  confider  that  few  morbid  poifons  are  abforbed  from  wounds. 

I  2  XIII. 


69  OF    v/ONORRHCEA. 


XIII.     SHORT   RECAPITULATION   OF  THE  VARIETIES  IN 

THE  SYMPTOMS. 

From  wliat  has  been  advanced  above,  it  muft  appear  that  the  variety  of 
fvi"nj>toms  in  a  gonorrhcea,  and  the  difterence  of  them  in  different  cafes,  are 
ahiioll  endlefs.  I  fhall  now  recapitulate  a  few  of  the  nioft  material  or 
common  varieties.  The  difcharge  often  appears  without  any  pain ;  and  the 
coming  on  of  the  pain  is  not  at  any  flatcd  time  after  the  appearance  of  the 
difcharge.  There  is  often  no  pain  at  all,  although  the  difcharge  be  confi- 
derable  in  quantity,  and  of  a  bad  appearance.  The  pain  often  goes  off, 
while  the  difcharge  continues,  and  will  fometimes  return  again.  An  itching 
in  fome  cafes  is  felt  for  a  confiderable  time,  which  fometimes  is  fucceeded 
by  pain  ;  though  in  many  cafes  it  continues  to  the  end  of  the  difeafe.  On. 
the  other  Iiand,  the  pain  is  often  troublefome,  and  confiderable  even  when 
the  difcharge  is  trifling  or  none  at  all.  In  general,  the  inflammation  in 
ihe  urethra  does  not  extend  beyond  an  inch  or  two  from  the  orifice  ;  fome- 
times it  runs  all  along  the  urethra  to  the  bladder,  and  even  to  the  kidnies, 
and  in  fome  cafes  fpreads  into  the  fubftance  of  the  urethra,  producing  a 
chordee.  The  glands  of  the  urethra  inflame,  and  often  fuppurate ;  and  I 
fufpeft  that  Cowper's  glands  fometimes  do  the  fame.  The  neighbouring 
parts  fympathife,  as  the  glands  of  the  groin,  the  tefficle,  the  loins,  and 
pubes,  with  the  upper  parts  of  the  thighs  and  abdominal  mufcles.  Some- 
times the  difeafe  appears  foon  after  the  application  of  the  poifon,  as  in  a 
few  hours,  at  other  times  not  till  after  fix  weeks.  It  is  often  not  poffible 
to  determine  whether  it  is  venereal,  or  only  an  accidental  difcharge  arifing 
from  fome  unknown  caufe. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  here,  that  I  have  feen  a  chancre  on 
the  prepuce  produce  a  pain  in  the  urethra  in  making  water ;  which  moft 
probably  depended  upon  a  fympathy  fimilar  to  that  by  which  the  applica- 
tion of  venereal  matter  to  the  glans  produces  a  difcharge  from  the  urethra, 
as  was  obferved  above.  If  the  application  of  venereal  matter  to  the  glans 
can  produce  a  difcharge  from  the  urethra,  it  is  poffible  that  any  acrid  mat- 
ter,' 


OF    GONORRHCEA,  6i 

ter,  though  not  venereal,  may  have  a  fimilar  effedt.  The  difcharge  from 
the  vagina,  in  cafes  of  vv^hat  is  called  fluor  albus,  is  fometimes  extremely 
irritating,  in  fo  much  as  to  excoriate  the  labia  and  thighs ;  and  the  follovv^- 
ing  hillory  fhows  that  it  may  fometimes  produce  effedts  fimilar  to  venereal 
matter. 

Mr.  and  Mrs. have  been  married  thefe  tv^^enty  years  and  upwards. 

She  has  for  many  years  paft  been  at  times  troubled  with  the  flour  albus. 
When  he  has  connexion  with  her  at  fuch  times,  it  generally,  although  not 
always,  produced  an  excoriation  of  the  glans  and  prepuce,  and  a  conlide- 
rable  difcharge  from  the  urethra,  attended  with  a  flight  pain.  Thefe  fymp- 
toms  commonly  take  a  confiderable  time  before  they  go  off,  whether  treated 
as  a  gonorrhoea  or  as  a  weaknefs.  Is  this  a  new  poifon  ?  And  does  it  go 
no  further  becaufe  the  connexion  takes  place  only  between  two  ?  What 
would  be  the  confequence,  if  flie  were  to  have  connexion  with  other  men, 
and  thefe  with  other  women  ?  Such  cafes,  as  far  as  I  have  feen,  have  only 
been  in  form  of  a  gonorrhoea.  They  have  not  produced  fores  in  the  parts; 
nor,  as  far  as  I  know,  do  they  ever  produce  confl:itutional  difeafes. 
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CHAPTER      II. 
OF   THE   GONORRHCEA   IN   WOMEN. 

THE  venereal  difeafe  in  the  form  of  gonorrhoea  in  women,  is  not  fo 
compUcated  as  in  men  ;  the  parts  affefted  are  more  fimple,  and  fewer 
in  number.  But  it  is  not  fo  eafily  known  in  them  as  it  is  in  men,  becaufe 
tlie  parts  commonly  affefted  in  women  are  very  fubjedl  to  a  difeafe  refembling 
the  gonorrhoea,  cMed  J/uor  albus  ;  and  the  diilinguifliing  marks,  if  there  are 
any,  have  not  yet  been  completely  afcertained.  A  difcharge  fimply  from 
thefe  parts  in  women,  is  lefs  a  proof  of  the  exigence  of  the  venereal  infeilion 
than  even  a  difcharge  without  pain  in  men  ;  therefore  in  general  little  or  no 
attention  is  paid  to  it  by  the  patient  herfelf,  and  we  often  find  the  venereal 
virus  formed  in  thofe  parts  without  any  increafe  of  the  natural  difcharge. 
The  kind  of  matter  gives  us  no  afliftance  in  diftinguifliing  the  two  difeafes  ; 
for  it  often  happens  that  the  difcharge  in  the  fluor  albus  puts  on  all  the 
appearances  of  the  venereal  matter ;  and  an  increafe  of  the  difcharge  is  no 
better  mark  by  which  we  can  diftinguilli  the  one  from  the  other.  Pain,  or 
any  peculiarity  in  the  fenfations  of  the  parts,  is  not  a  necellary  attendant 
upon  this  complaint  in  women,  therefore  not  to  be  looked  for  as  a  diflin- 
guifhing  fymptom. 

The  appearance  of  the  parts  often  give  us  but  little  information,  for  I 
have  frequently  examined  the  parts  of  thofe  who  confelfed  all  the  fymptoms ; 
fuch  as  increafe  of  difcharge,  pain  in  making  water,  forenefs  in  walking, 
or  when  they  were  touched,  yet  I  could  fee  no  difference  between  thefe  and 
found  parts.  I  know  of  no  other  way  of  judging  in  cafes  where  there  are  no 
fymptoms  fenfible  to  the  perfon  herfelf,  or  where  the  patient  has  a  mind  to 
deny  having  any  uncommon  fymptoms,  but  from  the  circumftances  preceding 
the  difcharge ;  fuch  as  her  having  been  connefted  with  men  fuppofed  to  be 
unfound,  or  her  being  able  to  give  it  to  others ;  which  laft  circumftance 
being  derived  from  the  teftimony  of  another  perfon,  is  not  always  to  be  trufled 

to. 


OF    GONORRHCEA.  63 

to,  for  very  obvious  reafons.  Thus  a  woman  may  have  this  fpecies  of  the 
venereal  difeafe  vi^ithout  knowing  it  herfelf,  or  without  the  furgeon  being 
able  to  difcover  it,  even  on  infpeaion.  It  may  appear  very  ftrange,  that  a 
difeafe  which  is  fo  violent  and  well  marked  in  men  fhould  be  fo  obfcure  in 
women  :  but  when  we  confider  that  this  poifon  generally  produces  fymptoms 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  parts  affefted  by  it,  it  becomes  an  eafy  matter 
to  account  in  fome  meafure  for  this  difference. 

When  we  attend  to  the  manner  in  which  this  difeafe  is  contracted  by- 
women,  it  is  evident  that  it  mull:  principally  attack  the  vagina,  a  part  that 
is  not  endowed  with  much  fenfation,  or  adcion  of  any  kind.  While  it  is 
confined  to  the  vagina  it  may  be  compared  to  the  fame  difeafe  on  the  glans 
penis  in  men.  In  many  cafes,  however,  it  extends  much  further,  and  be- 
comes the  caufe  of  difagreeable  feelings,  producing  a  confiderable  forenefs  in 
all  the  parts  formed  for  fenfation,  fuch  as  the  infide  of  the  labia,  nymphs, 
clitoris,  carunculas  myrtiformes,  the  orifice  of  the  meatus  urinarius,  and 
often  affedting  that  canal  in  its  whole  length.  Thofe  parts  are  fo  fore  in 
fome  cafes,  as  not  to  bear  being  touched  j  the  perfon  can  hardly  walk  ^ 
the  urine  gives  pain  in  its  paffage  through  the  urethra,  and  when  it  wafhes 
the  abovementioned  parts,  which  can  hardly  be  avoided.  Such  fymptoms 
are  not  much  increafed  at  one  time  more  than  another,  excepting  at  the 
time  of  making  wat  r,  and  then  principally  in  thofe  who  have  the  urethra 
affedted ;  for  as  thefe  parts  are  lefs  expofed  to  circumflances  of  change,  tlie 
increafed  irritation  arifing  from  fuch  change  of  parts  mull  neceflarily  in  this 
fex  be  lefs.  But  in  men  the  urethra,  which  is  the  part  moft  commonly 
affedted,  has  great  fenfibility,  is  capable  of  violent  inflammation,  is  often 
diftended  with  a  Simulating  fluid,  and  the  body  of  the  penis,  urethra,  and 
glans,  flretching  the  pafiTage  with  eredions,  always  produce  an  increafe  of 
the  fymptoms,  efpecially  of  the  pain. 

But  as  this  difeafe  frequently  attacks  parts  more  fenfible  than  the  vagina, 
and  which  are  more  fufceptible  of  inflammation,  as  has  been  obferved, 
under  fuch  circumftances  women  have  nearly  the  fame  fymptoms  as  men ; 
a  fulnefs  about  the  parts,  almofl:  like  an  inflamed  tonfil,  a  difcharge  from  the 
urethra,  violent  pain  in  making  water,  and  great  uneafmefs  in  fitting  from 
preflure  on  thofe  parts. 

The 
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The  bladder  fometlmes  fympathifes,  producing  the  fame  fymptoms  as  in 
men,  and  it  is  probable  that  tlie  irritation  may  be  communicated  even  to 
the  kidnies.  It  has  been  aiVertcd  tliat  the  ovaria  are  Ibmctimcs  affedted  in 
a  limilar  manner  to  the  tefticlcs  in  men.  I  have  never  feen  a  cafe  of  this 
Jund,  and  I  lliould  very  much  doubt  the  pofiibility  of  its  exiftence ;  for  we 
have  no  inflance  in  other  difeafes  of  the  ovaria  fympathiling  with  thoic 
parts,  or  at  leall  producing  fuch  fymptoms  as  would  enable  us  to  determine 
that  they  did.  That  there  do,  however,  uncommon  fymptoms  now  and 
then  occur,  flaould  appear  from  the  following  cafe. 

A  lady  had  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  venereal  gonorrhcEa,  fuch  as  a  dif- 
charge,  pain  and  frequency  in  making  water,  or  rather  a  continued  inclina- 
tion to  void  it,  and  a  heavinefs  approaching  to  pain  about  the  hips  and  loins. 
The  uncommon  fymptom  in  this  cafe  was  great  flatulency  in  the  ftomach 
and  bowels ;  this  laft  fymptom  was  moll:  probably  a  fympathy  with  the 
uterus.     There  may  pofiibly  be  fympathies  therefore  with  the  ovaria. 

The  inflammation  frequently  goes  deeper  than  the  furface  of  the  parts ; 
often  running  along  the  dudls  of  the  glands,  and  afteding  the  glands  thcm- 
felves  fo  as  to  produce  hard  fwellings  under  the  furflice  of  the  inlide  of  the 
labia,  which  fometimes  fuppurate,  forming  fmall  abfcelfes,  opening  near 
the  orifice  of  the  vagina.  Thefe  are  fimilar  to  the  inflammations  and  fup- 
purations  of  the  glands  in  the  urethra  in  men.  The  different  furfaces,  or 
parts  which  the  difeafe  attacks,  make  no  difl:in6lion  in  the  diieafe  itfelf.  It 
is  immaterial  whether  it  is  a  large  or  fmall  furface :  in  one  cafe  the  parts 
are  more  fufceptible  of  this  irritation  than  in  another ;  but  the  method  of 
cure  may  be  more  complicated. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  the  venereal  matter  from  the  vagina  runs 
•down  the  perineum  to  the  anus,  producing  a  gonorrhoea  or  chancres  there. 

How  far  the  gonorrhoea  in  women  is  capable  of  wearing  itfelf  out,  as  in 
men,  I  cannot  abfolutely  determine ;  but  am  much  inclined  to  believe  that 
it  may;  for  I  have  known  many  women  who  have  got  rid  of  a  violent 
gonorrhoea  without  having  ufed  any  means  to  cure  it;  and  indeed  the  great 
variety  of  methods  of  cure  employed  in  fuch  cafes,  all  of  which  cannot 
poflibly  do  good,  though  the  patients  get  well,  feems  to  confirm  rhis  opi- 
jiion.     One  circumftance,  which  appears  as  curious  as  any,  is  the  feeming 

continuance 
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continuance  of  the  difeafe  in  the  vagina  for  years ;  at  leafl:  we  have  reafon 
to  beheve  this,  as  far  as  the  teftimony  of  patients  can  be  relied  on ;  aricl 
this  long  continuance  of  it,  without  wearing  itfelf  out  as  it  does  fometimes 
in  men,  is  probably  owing  to  its  being  lefs  violent  in  the  vagina. 


I.     OF  THE  PROOFS  OF  A  WOMAN  HAVING  THIS 

DISEASE. 

It  may  be  afked,  what  proof  there  is  of  a  woman  having  a  gonorrhoea 
when  Ihe  is  not  fenfible  of  having  any  one  fymptom  of  the  difeafe,  and 
none  appears  to  the  furgeon  on  examination  ?  In  fuch  a  cafe  the  only 
thing  we  can  depend  upon  is,  the  teftimony  of  thofe  whom  we  look  upon 
as  men  of  veracity.  Such  men  have  aflerted  that  they  have  been  aifedled  by 
a  women  in  the  fituation  abovedefcribed,  having  had  no  connedion  for  fome 
months  with  any  other  woman.  From  this  evidence  it  is  reafonable  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  difeafe  has  been  caught  from  fuch  women  ;  and  it  fhould 
feem  to  put  it  beyond  a  doubt,  when  the  fame  woman  gives  the  difeafe  in 
this  way  to  more  than  one  man.  The  cafe  of  the  woman  giving  the  dif- 
eafe to  two  men  alternately  at  an  interval  of  twelve  months  each  time,* 
which  gives  a  fpace  of  at  leafh  two  years  for  the  continuance  of  the  dileafe> 
proves  that  its  communication  is  almoft  the  only  criterion  of  its  prefence. 
The  cafe  too  of  the  young  woman  at  the  Magdalen  hofpital,t  confirms  the 
fame  opinion.  Yet  all  this  does  not  amount  to  an  abfolute  proof  j  for  a 
found  woman  may  have  had  a  connexion  with  a  man  who  had  a  gonorrhoea, 
or  a  man  with  chancres,  and  foon  after,  that  is  perhaps  within  forty-eight 
hours,  ihe  may  have  admitted  the  embraces  of  a  found  man.  In  fuch  a 
cafe  it  is  very  poffible  that  he  may  receive  the  infeftion  from  that  matter 
which  was  lodged  in  the  vagina  by  the  unfound  man  ^  and  yet  die  woman 
may  not  catch  the  difeafe;  for  the  matter  may  be  walhed  away  before  it 
irritates  the  vagina ;  and  this  woman  may  be  fufpefted  of  having  a  gonor- 
rhoea, and  apparently  with  great  juftice.  A  repetition  of  thefe  circumftan- 
ces  may  be  the  caufe  of  many  women  appearing  to  have  the  difeafe  for  years, 

K  when 

*  See  page  37.  f  See  page  38. 
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without  really  having  it.  Again,  I  have  feen  a  bubo  come  on  at  a  time 
when  the  patient  was  not  fenlible  of  any  diforder  till  that  appeared.  This, 
dne  would  think,  is  an  ablblute  proof,  that  there  may  be  a  gonorrhoea,  and 
the  patient  not  be  confcious  of  it;  but  even  this  is  not  altogether  without 
fallacy  ;  for  there  may  have  been  an  abforption  of  venereal  matter  depoAted 
in  the  vagina  by  fome  infedted  man,  which  may  not  have  produced  any  irri- 
tation in  that  part. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER     III. 

OF   THE   EFFECTS   OF   THE   GONORRHOEA   ON 
THE  CONSTITUTION  IN  BOTH  SEXES. 

THE  difeafe  I  have  been  defcribing,  both  in  men  and  women,  is  local, 
and  generally  confined  to  the  part  affeded ;  yet  it  fometimes  happens 
that  the  whole  conftitution  is  more  or  lefs  affected  by  it.  Thus  we  find, 
before  there  is  any  appearance  of  matter  from  the  parts,  that  fome  patients 
complain  of  flight  rigors  :  thefe  are  mofl  confiderable  when  the  fuppuration 
is  late  in  taking  place.  A  remarkable  infiance  of  this  happened  in  a  gen- 
tleman who  had  the  infedion  twice,*  the  firfl:  time  he  aflfured  me,  that  it 
was  fix  weeks  between  the  time  it  was  pofiible  for  him  to  have  contradled 
the  difeafe,  and  its  appearance ;  and  that  for  a  confiderable  part  of  that 
time  he  had  often  been  indifpofed  with  flight  rigors,  attended  with  a  little 
fever  and  refiileifnefs,  for  which  he  could  afiign  no  caufe ;  nor  was  he  re- 
lieved by  the  ufual  remedies  prefcribed  in  fuch  cafes.  A  violent  gonorrhoea 
came  on,  and  thefe  iymptoms  went  ofi-',  which  appeared  to  me  to  explam 
the  cafe.  The  fecond  time  it  was  a  month  from  the  time  of  infection  before 
the  gonorrhcea  appeared,  and  for  fome  weeks  of  that  time  he  was  fubjeft  to 
a  fimilar  indifpofition,  which  went  off  as  before,  when  the  running  came 
on.  Here  it  would  appear  that  we  have  fomething  of  a  fuppurative  fever, 
which,  perhaps,  often  happens  in  this  difeafe  ;  but  the  inflammation  beiiig 
fmall,  and  the  fever  "therefore  inconfiderable,  it  is  commonly  little  noticed 
by  the  patient.  The  above  gentleman  not  fufpeding  any  fuch  complaint  in 
the  firfl:  attack,  had  connedion  with  his  wife  as  ufual,  and  was  afraid,  when 
the  difeafe  appeared,  that  he  might  have  given  it  to  her^  but  flie  never 
complained,  which  is  a  flirong  circumfl:ance  in  confirmation  of  the  principle 
laid  down  above,  that  it  cannot  be  communicated  but  by  matter. 

K  2  Thefe 

*  The  cafe  is  mentioned  before,  page  39. 
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Tliefe  conflitutlonal  fympathies  from  local  Ipeclhc  difeafes,  are  the  lame 
from  whatever  caufe  they  proceed  ;  they  are  the  fympathetic  efFefts  of  irri- 
tation or  of  violence ;  and  it  is  probable  that  all  remote  fympathies  are,  at 
leaft  in  this  refpeft,  fimilar :  for  if  they  were  fimilar  to  their  caufe,  it  is 
mofl:  probable  that  they  would  produce  in  the  conftitution  the  fame  kind  of 
difeafe  that  gave  rife  to  them. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER      IV. 


OF   THE   CURE    OF   THE   GONORRHOEA. 

FROM  the  idea,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  of  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe  in  general,  namely  that,  in  vs^hatever  form  it  appears,  it  always 
arifes  from  the  fame  caufe,  it  might  be  fuppofed,  that,  fince  we  have  a  fpe- 
cific  for  fome  of  the  forms  of  the  difeafe,  this  fpecific  fhould  be  a  certain 
cure  for  every  one ;  and  therefore  that  it  muft  be  no  diflicult  tafk  to  cure 
the  difeafe  when  in  the  form  of  inflammation  and  fuppuration  upon  the  fe- 
creting  furfaces  of  any  of  the  dudts  or  outlets  of  the  body  :  but  from  ex- 
perience we  find  the  gonorrhoea  the  mofl  variable  in  its  fymptoms,  while 
under  a  cure ;  and  the  moft  uncertain,  with  refpeft  to  its  cure,  of  any  of 
the  forms  of  this  difeafe  ;  many  cafes  terminating  in  a  week,  while  others 
continue  for  months,  under  the  fame  treatment. 

The  only  curative  objeft  is,  to  deftroy  the  difpofition  and  fpecific  mode 
of  adlion  in  the  folids  of  the  parts,  and  as  that  is  changed,  the  poifonous 
quality  of  the  matter  produced  will  alfo  be  deflroyed.  This  efi:e(fls  the  cure 
of  the  difeafe,  but  not  always  of  the  confequences. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  this  form  of  the  difeafe  is  not  capable  of 
being  continued  beyond  a  certain  time  in  any  conftitution ;  and  that  in  cafes 
where  it  is  violent,  or  lafted  long,  it  is  owing  to  the  parts  being  very  fuf- 
ceptible  of  fuch  irritation,  and  readily  retaining  it.  As  we  have  no  fpecific 
medicine  for  the  gonorrhoea,  it  is  fortunate  that  time  alone  vv'ili  effect  a 
cure :  it  is  therefore  very  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  ever)'  fuch  inflamma- 
tion ceafes  of  itfelf ;  yet  although  this  appears  to  be  nearly  die  truth,  it  is 
worthy  of  confideration,  whether  medicine  can  be  of  any  fervice  in  this 
form  of  the  difeafe.  I  am  inchned  to  believe  it  is  very  feldom  of  any  kind 
of  ufe,  perhaps  not  once  in  ten  cafes  j  but  even  this  would  be  of  fome  con- 
fequence,  if  we  could  diftinguifla  the  cafes  where  it  is  of  fervice,  from  thofe 
"where  it  is  not.     Upon  the  idea,  that  every  gonorrhoea  cures  itfelf,  I  gave 

certain 
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certain  patients  pills  of  bread,  which  were  taken  with  great  regularity. 
The  patients  always  got  well,  but  fome  of  them,  I  believe,  not  fo  foon  as 
they  would  have  done,  had  the  artificial  methods  of  cure  been  employed. 

The  methods  of  cure  hitherto  recommended,  and  flill  followed  by  differ- 
ent people  of  the  profeffion,  are  of  tu'o  kinds.  They  confifl  either  of  in- 
ternal remedies,  or  local  applications ;  but  in  whichfoever  of  thefe  two 
ways  this  difeafe  is  to  be  treated,  we  are  always  to  pay  more  attention  to  the 
nature  of  the  conflitution,  or  to  any  attending  difeafe  in  the  parts  thcmfelves, 
or  parts  connected  with  them,  than  to  the  difeafe  iticlf. 

The  nature  of  the  conflitution  is  principally  to  be  learned  from  the  local 
eftedls ;  for  the  local  efFefts  of  this  poifon  are  fo  different  in  different  people 
as  to  require  great  variety  of  treatment ;  but  this  has  been  too  little  attended 
to,  every  one  endeavouring  to  attack  the  immediate  fymptoms  as  if  he  had 
a  f'pecific  for  a  gonorrhoea. 

The  firfl  thing  to  be  confidered  is,  the  nature  of  the  inflammation,  whe- 
ther violent  or  mild,  whether  common  or  irritable ;  yet  even  when  this  is  ^ 
afcertained,  we  have  not  in  all  cafes  the  cure  in  our  power ;  for  I  have 
already  obferved,  that  fome  people  are  very  fufceptible  of  this  irritation, 
who  are  as  it  were  infenfible  to  others ;  and  on  the  contrary,  many  are 
eafily  affeded  by  common  inflammation,  who  are  infenfible  to  this.  Thefe 
lafl  are  rather  uncommon  difpofitions,  and  the  cure  being  always  eafy  they 
demand  little  attention.  When  the  fymptoms  are  violent,  but  of  the  com- 
mon inflammatory  kind,  which  is  to  be  collecled  from'  the  attending  cir- 
cumflances,  particularly  the  extent  of  the  inflammation  not  exceeding  the. 
fpecific  diftance,  the  local  mode  of  cure  may  be  either  irritating  or  foothing. 
Irritating  applications  in  the  prefent  cafe  may  be  attended  with  lefs  danger 
than  in  the  irritable  infammation^^^  and  may  alter  the  fpecific  adion  ;  but  to 

produce 

*  It  is  very  difficult  to  give  clear  ideas  of  diftinflions  in  difeafe,  when  they  are  not  marked  by 
fomething  permanent  as  to  time,  fpace,  &c.  I  have  ufed  the  term  Writable  wjiammation^  be- 
caufe  I  think  this  kind  of  inflammation  takes  place  more  in  weak  irritable  habits  than  in  others  : 
it  appears  to  be  guided  by  no  law  that  I  am  acquainted  with.  It  may  be  called  an  ill  formed 
inflammation,  as  not  going  tlirough  the  ufual  procefs  to  a  natural  termination,  but  continuing 
with  little  variation  ;  and  if  fuch  inflammation  were  to  take  place  in  the  cellular  membrane,  it  # 
would  ratlier  produce  an  cedematous  fwelling  than  fuch  as  arlfes  from  the  extravafation  of  coagu- 
bble  lymph,  which  takes  place  in  what  I  v/ou!d  call  the  true  inflammation. 
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produce  this  efFedl  it  muft  be  greater  than  the  irritation  from  the  original 
injury.  The  parts  will  afterwards  recover  of  themfelves,  as  from  any  other 
common  inflammation.  After  all,  however,  I  believe  the  foothing  plan  is 
the  beft  at  the  beginning.  If  the  inflammation  be  great,  and  of  the  irrita- 
ble kind,  no  violence  is  to  be  ufed  in  the  cure,  (for  it  will  only  increafe  the 
fymptoms)  unlefs  we  know  that  the  great  degree  of  inflammation  arifes 
entirely  from  a  fufceptibility  of  this  irritation,  and  that  there  is  no  general 
irritability  in  the  conflitution ;  which  feldom  can  be  afcertained.  In  cafes 
where  the  fymptoms  run  high,  nothing  fhould  be  done  that  may  tend  to 
flop  the  difcharge,  either  by  internal  or  external  means,  for  nothing  would 
be  gained  thereby ;  as  we  may  fbop  the  difcharge,  and  not  put  an  end  ta 
the  inflammation.  The  conflitution  is  to  be  altered  if  poffible,  by  remedies 
adapted  to  each  difpofition,  with  a  view  to  alter  the  adions  of  the  parts 
arifing  from  fuch  difpofitions,  and  reduce  the  difeafe  to  its  Ample  form. 
If  the  constitution  cannot  be  altered,  nothing  is  to  be  done  but  to  allow 
the  adtion  to  wear  itfelf  out. 

When  the  inflammation  has  confiderably  abated,  and  the  difeafe  only  re- 
mains in  a  mild  form,  its  cure  may  be  attempted  either  by  internal  reme- 
dies, or  local  applications.  If  a  local  cure  be  attempted,  violence  is  ftill 
to  be  avoided^  becaufe  it  may  bring  back  the  ii-ritation.  At  this  period 
gentle  aftringents  may  be  applied  with  a  profped:  of  fuccefs ;  or,  if  the  dif- 
eafe has  tjegun  mildly,  and  there  are  no  figns  of  an  inflammatory  difpoli- 
tion,  either  of  the  common  kind,  or  the  irritable,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
the  fpecific  mode  of  action  quickly,  an  irritating  injedlion  may  be  ufed, 
which  will  increafe  the  fymptoms  for  a  time,  but  when  it  is  left  ofl^  they 
will  often  abate,  or  wholly  difappear.  In  fuch  a  flate  of  parts,  aftringents 
may  be  ufed ;  for  the  only  thing  to  be  done,  is  to  procure  a  cellation  of  the 
difcharge,  which  is  now  the  pri:icipal  fymptom. 

In  thofe  cafes  where  the  itching,  pain,  and  other  uncommon  fcnfitions 
are  felt  for  fome  time  before  the  difcharge  appears,  I  lliould  be  inclined  to 
recommend  the  quieting  or  footing  plan  infl:ead  of  the  irritating,  with  a  view 
to  bring  on  the  difcharge,  as  that  efi^eCl  is  a  ftep  towards  a  refolution  of  the 
irritation ;  but  how  far  it  would  really  be  the  proper  plan  I  cannot  abfo- 
lutely  fay,  not  having  had  experience  enough  in  fuch  cafes.     One  thing, 

however. 
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however,  I  think,  I  may  afllrt  from  reafoning,  that  to  ufe  aftrlngents  would 
be  bad  pra^ftice,  as  they  would  rather  tend  to  prevent  the  difcharge  from 
taking  place,  which  might  prcjlong  the  inflammation  and  protraft  the  cure. 
In  cafes  of  ftriiflure,  or  in  cafes  of  difealed  tefticles,  I  believe,  aftringents 
flioulJ.  not  be  ufed  j  for  we  find  in  cither  cafe,  while  the  difcharge  lafts, 
buth  complaints  are  relieved ;  therefore  in  fuch  cafes  we  (hould  proceed 
with  more  caution  than  when  all  the  parts  are  otherwife  found.  If  we  had 
a  fpecific  for  venereal  gonorrhoea,  it  would  flill  be  a  queftion,  whether  this 
fpecific  could  cure  the  irritation  before  tlie  full  adion  had  taken  place. 


I.      OF   THE    DIFFERENT  MOOES   OF   PRACTICE— 
EVACUANTS— ASTRINGENTS. 

The  internal  remedies  commonly  recommended  in  a  gonorrhoea  may  be 
divided  into  evacuants  and  altringents.  The  evacuants  are  principally  of 
the  purgative  or  diuretic  kind,  and  thefe  not  confined  to  any  particular  me- 
dicines ;  for  every  pradlitioner  fuppofes  that  he  is  in  poffeffion  of  the  beft.. 
Some  ufe  mercurial  evacuants,  while  others  carefully  avoid  mercury  in 
every  form.  The  neutral  falts  have  been  given  from  the  idea  of  their  being 
cooling.  Some  of  the  profeffion  have  kept  principally  to  diuretics,  per- 
haps with  two  views,  as  evacuants  afting  upon  the  urinary  paflages  mechani- 
cally, to  wafh  off  the  venereal  matter,  or  as  fpeciiics  for  the  latter  purpofe : 
nitre  has  been  given  with  this  view  j  befides,  it  has  been  fuppofed  to  lefTea 
inflammation  ;  but  its  virtues  in  this  way  I  very  much  doubt.  Under  thefe 
different  modes  of  treatment  the  patients  always  get  well,  and  the  cures  are 
afcribed  by  each  pradtitioner  to  his  own  method  of  treatment. 

To  keep  the  body  open  in  mofl  cafes,  even  when  the  patient  is  in  other 
refpecls  in  health,  muft,  no  doubt,  be  proper ;  but  what  idea  can  we 
form  of  an  irritation  produced  all  along  the  inteflinal  canal,  curing  a 
fpecific  inflammation  in  the  urethra  ?  Yet  there  are  cafes  v/here  a  briik 
purge  has  been  of  fervice,  and  even  in  fome  has  performed  a  cure.  But 
I  llifpedl  that  in  fuch  cafes  the  difeafe  had  been  continued  by  habit  only, 
and  that  this  pradlice  would  not  have  fucceeded  in  the  beginning.  A  gen- 
tleman 
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tleman  had  a  gonorrhoea,  all  the  fymptoms  of  which  continued  for  two 
months,  and  by  taking  at  once  ten  grains  of  calomel,  which  purged  him 
mod  violently,  he  was  almofc  immediately  cured.  The  calomel  could  not 
have  adled  fpecifically,  but  by  a  kind  of  derivation,  that  is,  an  irritation, 
produced  in  one  part,  cured  one  that  fubfifted  in  another ;  but  even  if  it 
fhould  be  granted,  that  in  fome  conftitutions  purges  have  the  power  of 
making  the  folids  lefs  fufceptible  of  this  irritation,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed 
they  will  have  this  efFed:  in  every  cafe :  in  fome  conftitutions  they  might 
debilitate,  increafe  irritability,  and  of  courfe  increafe  the  fymptoms.  Thefe 
contrary  effedls  mufl  take  place  in  different  conftitutions  in  which  a  medicine 
has  no  fpecific  acSion.  On  the  fuppofition  of  the  cure  being  promoted  by 
an  evacuation  from  the  blood,  what  fervice  can  purging  out  fome  of  the 
blood  in  form  of  a  fecretion  from  one  part  do,  to  an  inflammation  of  another 
part  ?  On  fuch  a  fuppofition,  would  not  a  fweat,  or  an  increafe  of  faliva 
by  chewing  tobacco,  or  ftimulating  the  nofe  by  fnuff,  all  tend  equally  to 
cure  a  gonorrhoea  ?  But  humors  having  been  confidered  as  the  univerfal 
caufe  of  every  difeafe,  efpecially  thofe  in  which  pus  is  formed  or  a  difcharge 
produced,  and  purging  having  been  fuppofed  to  be  the  cure  for  humors, 
purgatives  were  of  courfe  made  ufe  of  in  this  difeafe ;  and  as  the  patients- 
have  always  been  cured,  the  praftice  became  generally  eftabliflied. 

Thofe  who  recommended  mercury  in  this  form  of  the  difeafe,  did  it  moil 
probably  from  the  opinion  that  this  medicine  was  a  fpecific  for  the  venereal 
difeafe  in  all  its  forms.  On  this  fuppofition  we  can  fee  fome  reafon  for 
their  praftice,  as  it  would  be  abforbed  from  the  inteftines,  circulate  through 
the  inflamed  veflels  of  the  urethra,  and  thereby  deftroy  the  venereal  irrita- 
tion. Here  we  can  only  fuppofe  it  to  aft  by  its  fpecific  virtue;  but  I  doubt 
very  much  of  mercury  having  any  fpecific  virtue  in  this  fpecies  of  the  dif- 
eafe, for  I  find  that  it  is  as  foon  cured  without  mercury  as  witli  it ;  and 
where  this  medicine  is  only  ufed  as  a  purge,  or  purged  off  the  next  day, 
and  therefore  allowed  to  ad:  merely  upon  the  bowels,  I  cannot  conceive 
that  it  could  have  any  more  effedl  upon  the  venereal  inflammation  in  the 
urethra,  than  an  irritation  in  the  bowels  arifing  from  any  other  purgative. 
So  little  effedl  indeed  has  this  medicine  upon  a  gonorrhcea,  that  I  have 
known  a  gonorrhoea  take  place  while  under  a  courfe  of  mercury  fufficient 
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for  the  cure  of  a  chancre.  Whetlier  the  gonorrhoea  arofe  from  the  fame 
infed:ion  that  produced  the  chancre  I  cannot  fay  ;  nor  can  it  be  eafily  de- 
termined in  fuch  cafes.  Men  have  alfo  been  known  to  contracft  a  gonor- 
rha?a  when  loaded  with  mercury  for  the  cure  of  a  lues  venerea ;  tlie  gonor- 
rhoea, neverthelefs,  has  been  as  difficult  of  cure  as  in  ordinary  cafes. 

A  gentleman  committed  himfelf  to  my  care,  on  the  27th  of  June,  for 
the  cure  of  two  chancres  and  a  bubo.  I  difperfed  the  bubo,  but  as  he 
dilliked  the  unftion,  I  was  obliged  to  fubftitute  mercurius  calcinatus,  daily, 
inftead  of  it,  giving  two  grains  in  the  evening  and  one  in  the  morning. 
About  the  middle  of  July  his  mouth  became  fore,  and  the  mercury  was 
left  off;  we  began  its  ufe  again  in  a  week,  and  he  appeared  to  be  quite 
well  of  his  venereal  complaints.  I,  however,  continued  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
keeping  his  mouth  fore,  and  on  the  i6th  of  Auguft,  while  in  this  ftate,  he 
had  a  connexion  with  a  woman,  both  on  that  and  the  following  evening, 
and  in  five  days  after,  a  gonorrhoea  appeared,  and  proved  to  be  very  violent. 

The  fame  general  obfervations  may  be  made  with  regard  to  the  effedls  of 
diuretics,  confidered  as  evacuants. 

It  is  poflible  that  fpecific  medicines  taken  into  the  conftitution,  (if  we 
had  fuch)  and  paffing  off  by  urine,  might  ad:  upon  the  urethra  in  their  paf- 
fage  through  it.  The  balfams  and  turpentines  pafs  off  in  this  way,  and  be- 
come fpecifics  for  many  irritations  in  the  urinary  paffages ;  but  how  far 
medicines  which  have  the  power  of  affedling  particular  parts  when  found, 
or  when  under  difeafes  peculiar  to  thofe  parts,  have  alfb  the  powers  of  af- 
fedHng  a  fpecific  irritation  in  thefe  parts,  I  know  not ;  but  do  not  believe 
they  have  any  confiderable  powers  in  this  way.  It  is  poflible,  however, 
that  they  may  remove  any  attending  irritation,  although  not  the  fpecific 
one.  Diuretics  have,  neverthelefs,  their  advantages ;  for  if  they  produce  a 
greater  quantity  of  water,  they  do  good  :  but  I  believe  this  had  better  be  ef- 
fedled  by  fimple  water,  or  water  joined  with  fuch  things  as  will  encourage  the 
patient  to  drink  a  good  deal,  as  tea,  firop  of  capillaire,  orgeate,  and  the  like. 

Aftringents,  although  often  given,  yet  have  always  been  condemned  by 
thofe  who  have  called  themfelves  the  judicious  and  regular  praftiticners  ; 
becaufe,  according  to  them,  there  is  fomething  to  be  carried  off,  and  if 
that  is  not  carried  off,  a  lues  venerea  is  to  be  tlie  confequence.     This  rea- 

foning 
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foning  is  not  jufl,  and  therefore  the  quefllon  to  be  coniidered,  is.  Do  they, 
or  do  they  not  affift  us  in  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhoea  ?  I  believe  they  do 
not  in  any  cafe  leiTen  the  venereal  inflammation ;  but  certainly  they  often 
leffen  the  difcharge.  As  that  effedt,  however,  does  not  conflitute  a  cure,  it 
is  not  necelTary  to  produce  it. 

I  can  conceive  that  a  combination  of  aftringents,  efpecially  the  fpecific 
aftringents  of  thofe  parts,  as  the  balfams,  with  any  other  medicine  which 
may  be  thought  to  be  of  fervice,  may  help  to  leffen  the  difcharge  in  pro- 
portion as  the  inflammation  abates ;  and  this  I  have  often  feen,  as  will  be 
explained  more  at  length  hereafter. 


II.  OF  LOCAL  APPLICATIONS— DIFFERENT  KINDS  OF 
INJECTIONS— IRRITATING— SEDATIVE— EMOLLIENT- 
ASTRINGENT. 

Local  applications  may  be  either  internal  to  the  urethra,  external  to  the 
penis,  or  both  ^  all  of  which  will  in  many  cafes  be  neceffary.  The  inter- 
nal, applied  to  the  urethra,  fhould  feem  the  moft  likely  to  cure  this  fpecies 
of  difeafe,  by  corning  immediately  in  contadl  with  the  difeafed  parts  ;  for  if 
they  have  any  power  of  adtion,  whatever  that  be,  it  muft  be  in  oppofitioa 
to  the  venereal  irritation.  Therefore  we  might  fuppofe  that  mofl  irritations, 
that  are  not  venereal,  would  tend  to  a  cure  ;  but  certainly  this  is  not  uni- 
verfally  the  cafe.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  applications  are  fuch  as  quiet 
irritation,  they  mufl  alfo  be  of  fervice. 

Local  applications  to  the  urethra  may  be  either  in  a  folid  or  fluid  form, 
each  of  which  has  its  advantages  and  diladvantages.  A  fluid  is  only  a  tem- 
porary application,  and  that  of  very  fhort  duration,  and  is  flmilar  to  tlie 
walliing  of  a  fore,  which  is,  I  believe,  in  moft  cafes  unneceffaryj  for  I 
imagine  that  matter,  from  any  fore  whatever,  is  always  fuch  as  cannot 
ftimulate  that  fore  into  any  adion ;  it  can  be  of  no  confequence,  therefore, 
whether  the  matter  is  allowed  to  lie  upon  it,  or  not ;  but  it  being  removed, 
the  medicines  are  allowed  to  come  in  contadt  with  the  inflamed  furface.'  I 
apprehend,  it  is  only  in  this  way  that  the  removal  of  it  can  be  of  fervice. 

L  2  The 
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The  folid  applications  may  remain  a  long  time,  and  are  fimilar  to  the  drefT- 
ings  in  the  cafe  of  a  wound.  When  the  parts  are  not  lb  much  inflamed  as 
to  prevent  tlie  ule  of  tliem,  they  would  appear  to  have  an  advantage  over 
the  fluid  applications  by  continuance ;  but  they  in  general  irritate  imme- 
diately, in  confequence  of  their  folidity  alone.  Thefe  applications  mufl  be 
in  the  form  of  a  bougie ;  but  I  lliould  be  inclined  to  fuppofe,  that  the  lefs 
ufe  that  is  made  of  bougies,  when  thefe  parts  are  in  an  inflamed  flate,  the 
better ;  although  I  cannot  fay  that  I  ever  faw  any  bad  effedts  from  them  ia 
any  cafe,  when  applied  with  caution. 

Fluid  applications  to  the  infide  of  the  urethra  are  commonly  called  injec- 
tions, and  like  tlie  internal  remedies,  are  without  number ;  every  prac- 
titioner thinking,  or  wilhing  to  make  the  world  think,  that  his  own  is  the 
beft.  But,  as  every  venereal  inflammation  is  frequently  removed  under  the 
ufe  of  injeftions  of  various  kinds  (which  were  obferved  with  refped;  to  in- 
ternal medicines),  have  we  not  here  a  ftrong  corroborating  circumftance  in 
favour  of  an  opinion,  that  every  fuch  complaint  will  in  time  cure  itfelf  ?  I 
think,  however,  it  appears  from  praftice,  that  an  iiijeftion  will  often  have 
almofl  an  immediate  efFedl  upon  the  fymptoms,  and  that,  therefore,  they 
muil  ha\'e  fome  powers  ;  and  yet  the  kind  of  injedlion,  which  would  have 
the  greateft  fpecific  powers,  I  believe,  is  not  yet  known :  if  an  injedion 
has  no  fpecific  powers,  it  muft  be  very  uncertain  in  its  effefts,  and  can 
only  be  of  fervice  as  far  as  it  may  be  adapted  to  a  peculiarity  of  conflitution 
or  parts.  As  injecStions  are  only  temporary  applications,  it  becomes  necef- 
faiy  to  ufe  them  often,  efpecially  in  cafes  where  they  are  found  to  be  of 
fervice  i  they  fhould  therefore  be  applied  as  often  as  convenient,  perhaps 
every  hour,  or  even  oftener  ;  but  this  muft  be  regulated  in  fome  meafure  by 
the  kind  of  inje6lion  ;  for  if  it  be  irritating,  it  will  not  be  proper  to  ufe  it 
lb  often,  as  it  may  be  produdlive  of  bad  confequences. 

Many  injedions  immediately,  or  at  leaft  foon  after  the  application,  re- 
move the  fymptoms,  and  prevent  the  formation  of  matter,  which  has  given 
rife  to  the  notion  of  their  fhutting  up  the  difeafe,  and  driving  it  into  the 
conftitution  ;  but  this  fuppofed  mode  of  producing  a  conftitutional  com- 
plaint, is  the  reverfe  of  what  really  happens ;  for  I  have  already  endeavoured 
to  prove,  that  matter  is  the  only  fubftance  in  which  the  poifoa  is  contained, 

and 
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and  that  the  formation  of  the  poifon  is  infeparable  from  the  formation  of 
matter ;  therefore  if  we  can  prevent  the  one^  the  other  cannot  take  place, 
and  of  courfe  there  can  be  no  room  for  abforption  ;  fo  that  there  can  neither 
be  any  power  of  infefting  the  conftitution  in  the  fame  perfon,  nor  of  com- 
municating the  infedlion  to  others.* 

■  When  the  difcharge  is  an  effed;  of  prefent  inflammation,  it  may  be  flopped 
by  injedlions,  though  the  inflammation  ftill  continue  in  fome  degree,  and 
may  afterwards  be  removed  without  the  difcharge  ever  reappearing.  But  I 
beheve  that  by  this  pradice  httle  is  gained,  for  the  effedl  of  the  inflamma- 
tion is  not  the  difeafe  which  we  wifli  to  remove.  However,  we  find  that 
the  fame  method  which  ftops  the  difcharge,  alfo  removes  the  inflammation, 
although  not  always,  and  only  I  believe  when  the  inflammation  is  flight. 

I  fhall  divide  injections,  according  to  their  particular  efFeds  upon  the 
urethra,  into  four  kinds,  the  irritating,  fedative,  emollient,  and  afl:ringent. 
The  fpecific,  I  believe,  is  not  yet  difcovered,  although  a  mercurial  injec- 
tion, in  fome  form  or  other,  is  by  moft  people  fuppofed  to  be  poflefled  of 
fuch  a  power,  and  of  courfe  this  mineral  makes  part  of  many  of  the  injec- 
tions now  in  ufe. 

Irritating  injedlions,  of  whatever  kind,  I  fufpedl,  in  this  difeafe  a6l  upon 
the  fame  principle,  that  is,  by  producing  an  irritation  of  another  kind, 
which  ought  to  be  greater  than  the  venereal,  by  which  means  the  venereal 
is  deflroyed  and  lofl:,  and  the  difeafe  is  cured,  although  the  pain  and  dif- 
charge may  Hill  be  kept  up  by  the  injection.  Thofe  effedls,  however,  will 
foon  go  off  when  the  injedion  is  laid  afide,  becaufe  they  arife  only  from 
its  irritating  qualities.  In  this  way  bougies,  as  well  as  many  injedlions, 
may  be  fuppofed  to  perform  a  cure ;  and  although  they  increafe  the  fymp- 
toms  for  the  time,  they  never  can  increafe  the  difeafe  itfelf,  any  more  than 
the  fame  injedion  which  would  produce  the  fame  fymptoms,  if  applied  to 
the  urethra  of  a  found  man,  can  communicate  the  difeafe.  Moft  of  the 
irritating  injedions  have  an  aftringent  efled,  and  prove  fimply  aftringents 
when  mild  ;  their  irritating  quality  depending  chiefly  upon  their  flrength. 

*  Vide  page  12,  what  was  faid  in  the  method  of  contrafting  the  lues  venerea. 

As 
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As  irritating  Injeflions  do  not  agree  with  all  inflammations  arifing  from 
the  venereal  poifon,*  it  may  be  ailced,  In  what  cafes  are  the  irritating  in- 
jedtions  to  be  ufed  with  advantage  ?  This  I  have  not  been  able  to  determine 
abfolutely ;  but  I  think  irritating  injections  fliould  never  be  ufed  where 
there  is  already  much  inflammation,  efpecially  in  conftitutions  wliich  can- 
not bear  a  great  deal  of  irritation,  as  a  previous  knowledge  of  the  difeafe 
in  the  fame  perfon  fometimes  teaches  us ;  nor  fliould  they  be  ufed  where 
the  irritation  has  fpread  beyond  the  fpecific  diflance  ;  nor  where  the  tefli- 
cles  are  tender,  nor  where  upon  the  difcharge  ceafing  quickly  they  have 
become  fore ;  nor  where  the  perina^um  is  very  fufceptible  of  inflammation, 
and  efpecially  if  it  formerly  has  fuppurated ;  nor  where  there  is  a  tendency 
in  the  bladder  to  irritation,  which  is  knov/n  from  the  patient  having  had 
for  fome  time  a  frequency  in  making  water.  In  fuch  cafes  I  have  not  fuc- 
ceeded  with  them ;  they  not  only  do  no  good,  but  they  often  do  harm ; 
for  I  have  lecn  them  make  the  inflammation  fpread  further  in  the  urethra  ^f 
and  I  think  I  have  "had  reafon  to  fufped:  that  they  have  been  the  caufe  of 
abfcelTes  in  perina^o.  But  in  cafes  that  are  mild,  and  in  conftitutions  that 
are  not  irritable,  injedlions  often  fucceed,  and  remove  the  difeafe  almoft 
immediately.  The  practice,  however,  ought  to  be  attempted  with  caution, 
and  not,  perhaps,  till  milder  methods  have  failed.  Two  grains  of  corro- 
iive  fublimate,  dillolved  in  eight  ounces  of  diflilled  water,  are  nearly  as 
good  an  injedtion  as  any  of  the  kind.  But  an  injeftion  of  only  half  this 
ftrength  may  be  ufed,  where  it  is  not  intended  to  attempt  a  cure  fo  quickly. 
If,  however,  the  injection,  even  in  that  proportion,  gives  confiderable  pain 
in  its  application,  or  if  it  occafions  a  great  increafe  of  pain  in  making  water, 
it  fliould  be  diluted. 

Sedative  injedlions  will  always  be  of  fervice  in  cafes  where  the  inflamma- 
tion is  confiderable,  not  by  leffening  the  difeafe  itfelf,  but  by  leflening  the 
difeafed  adtion,  which  always  allows  the  natural  adlions  of  the  part  more 
readily  to  take  place.  They  are  likewife  very  ufeful  in  relieving  the  painful 
feelings  of  the  patient.    Perhaps  the  beft  fedative  we  have  is  opium,  as  well 

*  For  I  have  already  remarked,  tliat  the  inflammation  varies  according  to  the  conftitution. 
t  It  is,  however,  to  be  remarked,  that  this  fymptom  is  not  always  to  be  attributed  to  the 
injedlion,  for  it  often  happens  when  none  has  been  ufed. 

wheri 
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when  »iven  by  the  mouth  or  anus,  as  when  applied  to  the  part  affedred  in 
the  form  of  an  injection.  But  even  opium  will  not  agree,  or  aft  as  a  feda- 
tive  in  all  conftitutions  or  parts.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  often  oppofite 
efFefts,  producing  great  irritability.  Lead  may  be  reckoned  a  fedative,  fo 
far  as  it  abates  inflammation,  while  at  the  fame  time  it  may  ad  as  a  gentle 
aftrino-ent.  Fourteen  grains  of  faccharum  faturni,  in  eight  ounces  of  di- 
flilled  water,  make  a  good  fedative  aflringent  injeftion. 

The  drinking  freely  of  diluting  liquors  may,  perhaps,  be  confidered  as 
havino-  a  fedative  eifedl,  as  it  in  part  removes  fome  of  the  caufes  of  irrita- 
tion, rendering  the  urine  lefs  ftimulating,  either  to  the  bladder,  when  the 
irritation  is  there,  or  to  the  urethra  in  its  paffage  through  it;  and  it  is 
poiTible  that  diluting  may  leffen  the  fufceptibility  of  irritation.  The  vege- 
table mucilages  of  certain  feeds  and  plants,  and  the  emollient  gums,  are 
recommended  ;  but  I  fufped  that  this  pradlice  is  founded  on  a  mechanical 
notion,  and  that  none  of  them  are  of  much  fervice.  I  believe,  the  advan- 
tage arifes  chiefly  from  the  quantity  of  water  that  is  drunk ;  and  that  if  the 
water  be  joined  with  any  thing,  fpirits  excepted,  that  can  induce  the  patient 
to  drink  freely,  the  purpofe  is  fully  anfwered.  I  have,  however,  been  in- 
formed by  fome  patients,  that  they  have  thought  that  when  the  liquids  they 
drank  have  been  impregnated  with  mucilaginous  fubflances,  they  have  had 
lefs  uneafmefs  in  making  water. 

Emollient  injedlions  are  the  properefl  applications  where  the  inflamma- 
tion is  very  great.  They  are  mofl  probably  ufeful  by  iirft  fimply  wafliing 
away  the  matter,  and  then  leaving  a  foft  application  to  the  part ;  in  which 
way  I  can  conceive  them  to  be  of  Angular  fervice,  by  lelTening  the  irrita- 
ting effecfts  of  the  urine.  Indeed  pradice  proves  this ;  for  we  often  And 
that  a  folution  of  gum  arable,  milk  and  water,  or  fweet  oil,  will  lelTen  the 
pain  and  other  fymptoms,  when  the  more  adtive  injedtions  have  done  no- 
thing, or  have  feemed  to  have  done  harm. 

It  very  often  happens,  that  the  irritation  is  fo  great  at  tlie  orifice  of  the 
urethra,  that  the  point  of  the  fyringe  cannot  be  fufFered  to  enter.  ^Vhen 
this  is  the  cafe,  nothing  fhould  be  done  In  the  way  of  injedlon  till  the  in- 
flammation abate.  Emollients  may  likewile  be  ufed  externally  in  form 
of  fomentation. 

The. 
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Tlie  aftringent  injcdions  can  only  ad  by  leflening  the  difcharge.  They 
can  have  no  fpecific  efFedt  upon  the  inflammation  ;  but,  as  they  muft  afFed 
the  adions  of  the  living  povi'ers,  it  is  poflible  they  may  alter  the  venereal 
difpoiition.  They  iliould  only  be  uied  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  difeafe, 
when  it  has  become  mild  and  the  parts  begin  to  itch.  But  this  fliould  be 
according  to  circumftances,  and,  if  the  difeafe  begins  mildly,  they  may  be 
ufed  at  the  very  beginning  ;  for  by  gradually  leflening  the  difcharge  without 
increafing  the  inflammation,  we  complete  the  cure,  and  prevent  a  continua- 
tion of  the  difcharge,  called  a  gleet.  Injeftions  of  this  kind  veiy  probably 
ftimulate  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  make  the  vellels  of  the  part  contract,  and 
probably  hinder  the  a£t  of  fecretion.  We  can  hardly  fuppofe  that  they  a£t 
chemically  by  coagulating  the  juices.  They  will  have  an  irritating  quality, 
if  ufed  ftrong ;  which  in  fome  meafure  deflroys  their  aflringency,  or  rather 
makes  the  parts  a£t  contrary  to  what  they  would  do  from  the  application 
of  a  fimple  allringent.  Thus  they  often  increafe  the  difcharge  inflead  of 
leflening  it ;  by  which  means  the  difeafe  alfo  may  be  cured,  in  the  fame 
way  as  by  irritating  injedlions,  that  is,  by  altering  the  difpofition  of  the 
inflammation.  When  more  mild,  they  often  ftop  the  difcharge,  vi^ithout, 
however,  in  all  cafes,  hafbening  the  cure ;  for  the  inflammation  may  flill 
continue  even  longer  than  it  otherways  would  have  done,  if  the  tendency  to 
fecretion  had  not  been  flopped.  I  have  already  obferved,  that  a  furface  that 
difcharges  has  aflTumed  the  complete  a6lion  of  the  difeafe,  which  is  one  ftep 
towards  a  cure  or  termination.  However,  it  fometimes  happens,  that  an 
aflringent  injedlion  will  cure  a  flight  irritation  in  a  veiy  few  days.  My  ex- 
perience has  not  taught  me  that  one  aflringent  is  much  better  than  another. 

The  aftringent  gums,  as  dragon's  blood,  the  balfams,  and  the  turpen- 
tines, diflTolved  in  water ;  the  juices  of  many  vegetables,  as  oak  bark,  Pe- 
ruvian bark,  tormentil  root,  and  perhaps  all  the  metallic  falts,  as  green, 
blue,  and  white  vitriols ;  the  falts  of  mercury,  and  alfo  alum  ;  probably 
all  adt  much  in  the  fame  way  j  although  we  may  aflTert,  that  they  do  not 
always  a£t  equally  well  in  every  gonorrhoea,  for  on  our  changing  the  in- 
jeftion,  we  fometimes  fucceed  after  feveral  others  have  been  tried  in  vain. 

The  external  applications  are  generally  poultices,  and  fomentations  •  but 
they  can  be  of  little  fervice,  except  when  the  external  parts,  fuch  as  the 

prepuce, 
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prepuce,  glans,  and  orifice  of  the  urethra,  are  In  fome  degree  inflamed ;  the 
lafl,  indeed,  is  almofl  always  more  or  lefs  afFefted. 

When  the  glands  of  the  urethra  are  fo  much  fwelled  fo  as  to  be  felt  ex- 
ternally, the  application  of  mercurial  ointment  to  the  part  may  be  proper  ; 
but  mofl  probably  this  will  be  of  more  fervice  after  the  inflammation  has 
fublided.  Indeed,  mercurial  ointment  is  often  applied  to  all  the  external 
furfaces  of  thofe  parts  when  in  a  ftate  of  inflammation,  with  an  emollient 
poultice  over  it.     I  am  not  perfeftly  fatisfled  of  the  utility  of  this  pradice. 
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CHAPTER     V. 


OF  THE  CURE  OF  GONORRHOEA  IN  WOMEN. 

IN  women  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhoea  is  nearly  the  fame  as  in  men ;  but 
the  difeafc  itfelf  is  milder,  and  the  fecondary  fymptoms  lefs  numerous 
in  women.  This  arifes  from  there  not  being  fo  many  parts  to  be  afted:cd, 
and  from  thofe  parts  not  being  either  of  fo  great  extent,  or  fo  liable  to  in- 
flammation.    Hence  the  cure  becomes  more  fimple. 

When  the  difeafe  is  in  the  vagina  only,  it  is  eafily  cured.  Injeftions 
are  the  beffc  means  that  can  be  ufed,  and,  after  the  ufe  of  them,  it  may  be 
proper  to  anoint  the  parts,  as  far  up  as  poffible,  with  mercurial  ointment,* 
and  alfo  to  wafh  the  external  parts  often  with  the  injeftion. 

If  the  inflammation  has  attacked  the  urethra,  injedlions  there  cannot  be 
fo  conveniently  ufed,  as  it  is  almoffc  impoffible  for  the  patient  to  throw  an 
injedlion  into  that  canal. 

The  injeftions,  recommended  in  the  cure  of  men,  are  equally  ferviceable 
here ;  but  they  may  be  made  doubly  ftrong,  as  the  parts  of  women  are  not 
nearly  fo  irritable  as  the  common  feat  of  this  difeafe  in  men. 

If  what  I  have  faid  of  the  difeafe  in  women  be  juft,  we  muft  fee  that  it 
will  be  a  difficult  thing  to  fay,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  when  the  patient 
is  v/ell  j  becaufe,  whenever  the  fymptoms  have  ceafed,  the  furgeon  and  the 
patient  will  naturally  fuppofe  the  cure  to  be  complete  3  but  a  new  trial  of 
thofe  parts  may  prove  the  contrary  ;  or  in  cafes,  where  the  difeafe  has  never 
affecfted  the  urethra,  but  only  the  vagina,  and  flill  more  where  no  fymptoms 
have  ever  been  obferved,  it  will  be  more  difficult  to  fix  the  date  of  the  cure  j 
but  general  experience  muft  direil  the  praftitioner. 

*  How  far  mercurial  ointment  aflifts  in  the  cure,  I  have  not  been  able  to  determine ;  the 
ufe  of  it  arifes  more  from  a  kind  of  pradtical  analogy  than  real  experience  in  fuch  cafes. 

When 
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When  the  inflammation  runs  along  the  dudls  of  the  glands,  whether 
thofe  of  the  mouth  of  the  vagina,  or  urethra,  or  affeds  the  glands  them- 
felves,  the  fame  method  is  to  be  followed ;  in  particular,  the  mercurial 
ointment  is  to  be  freely  applied  to  the  parts.  If  the  inflammation  on  the 
mouths  of  the  dudts  is  fo  great  as  to  fhut  them  up,  the  dud:  and  glands 
will  fuppurate,  and  form  abfcefles  :  in  fuch  cafes  it  will  be  necelTary  to 
open  them,  or  enlarge  the  opening  already  formed,  and  drefs  the  abfcefs  as 
a  chancre  or  bubo. 

In  the  cafe  of  a  Ample  running,  the  conftitutional  treatment  will  be  taken 
notice  of  hereafter  j  but  if  any  fuppuration  follow,  the  conflitution  is  to 
be  treated  as  in  chancres  or  buboes  j  for  moft  probably  abforption  will  take 
place,  and  its  efFe(5ts  mufl  be  guarded  againft. 
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Of  the  treatment  of  the  constitution 
in  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhoea. 

IN.  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhoea,  the  conftitutlon  Is  in  fome  cafes  to  be  as 
much  attended  to  as  the  parts  aftedled,  if  not  more  ;  but  in  general  this 
is  not  necellary.  The  knowledge  of  the  conflitution  is  to  be  obtained  ia 
a  great  meafure  from  the  local  fymptoms,  and  as  fir  as  the  conftitutional 
treatment  can  be  made  fimilar  to  the  local,  they  Ihould  correfpond. 

We  find  in  many  ftrong  plethoric  conftitutions,  where  both  the  powers 
and  aftions  are  great,  that  the  fymptoms  are  violent.  Thefe  conftitutions 
have  generally  a  ftrong  tendency  to  fever  of  the  inflammatory  kind ;  and 
probably  the  moft  diftinguifliing  mark  of  fuch  a  conftitution  is  that  of  the 
fymptoms  not  extending  beyond  the  fpecific  diftance.  Many  medicines, 
which  might  be  of  fervice  in  another  conftitution,  will  often  prove  hurtful 
here,  in  fo  inuch  as  to  increafe  the  very  fymptoms  which  they  were  meant 
to  relieve.  I  have  feen  even  opiate  clyfters,  though  they  relieved  at  firft, 
yet  in  the  end  produce  or  increafe  fever,  and  by  that  means  increafe  all  the 
lymptoms.  I  have  feen  the  balfam  capivi,  given  in  fuch  cafes,  increafe  the 
inflammatory  fymptoms,  probably  by  ftopping  the  difcharge  in  part,  which 
appears  to  be  falutary.  The  treatment  of  fuch  a  conftitution,  when  affefted 
with  this  difeafe,  confifts  chiefly  in  evacuations,  the  beft  of  which  are  bleed- 
ing and  gentle  purging.  To  live  fparingly,  and  above  all  to  ufe  little  exer- 
cife,  is  neceflTary  ;  for  although  fuch  a  treatment  does  not  lefl"en  the  venereal 
irritation,  yet  it  lefTens  the  violence  of  the  inflammation,  ajid  allows  the 
parts  to  relieve  themfelves.  In  this  kind  of  conftitution,  therefore,  the  dif- 
eafe is  in  the  end  fooneft  cured,  as  there  is  not  a  tendency  to  a  continued 

inflammation. 

In  the  weak  and  irritable  conftitution,  the  fymptoms  are  frequently  very 

violent,  ariflng  from  great  action  iii  the  parts,  and  often  extend  beyond  the 

fpecifi.c 
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fpecihc  diftance ;  the  inflammation  running  along  the  urethra,  and  even  af- 
fecting the  bladder.  Inllead  of  evacuations,  which  would  rather  aggravate 
the  fymptoms  than  relieve,  them,  the  conftitution  fhould  be  Hrengthened, 
and  thus  it  will  be  lefs  fufceptible  of  irritation  in  general. 

I  have  feen  patients,  whofe  conlHtutions  was  fuch,  that  they  were  never 
fure  of  twenty-four  hours  health,  where  the  inflammation  has  been  both 
confiderable,  and  extenfive.  I  have  feen  evacuations  tried,  and  the  fymp- 
toms increafed ;  but  as  foon  as  the  bark  was  given  freely,  they  have  become 
almofl:  immediately  mild  ;  and  without  uling  any  other  medicine  the  patients 
have  foon  recovered.  The  medicine  here  afted  upon  the  conftitution ;  de- 
ftroyed  the  irritability  ;  gave  the  parts  a  true  and  healthy  fenfe  of  the  vefte- 
real  irritation,  and  brought  the  inflammation  to  that  ftate,  in  ^^'hich  it 
ought  to  be  in  a  healthy  fubjedt ;  whereby  the  confliitution  was  enabled  to 
cure  itfelf, 

•  So  capricious  fometimes  is  this  form  of  the  difeafe  In  its  cure,  that  the 
acceflion  of  an  accidental  fever  has  flopped  the  difcharge,  the  pain  in  making 
water  has  ceafed,  and  the  gonorrhoea  has  finally  terminated  with  the  fever. 
In  others  I  have  icen  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  gonorrhoea  ceafe  on  the  accef- 
fion  of  a  fever,  and  return  when  the  fever  has  been  fubdued.  In  fome  I 
have  feen  a  gonorrhoea  begin  mildly,  but  a  ievere  fever  coming  on,  and  con- 
tinuing for  feveral  days,  has  greatly  increafed  the  fymptoms,  and  on  the 
fever  going  ofi",  the  gonorrhoea  has  alfo  gone  off.  Although  a  fever  does 
not  always  cure  a  gonorrhoea,  yet  as  it  pofTibly  may,  nothing  Ihould  be 
done  while  the  fever  lafts ;  and  if  it  continues  after  the  fever  is  gone,  it  is 
then  to  be  treated  according  to  the  fymptoms. 

Unfortunately  there  are  cafes  where  no  known  method  lelfens  tlie  fvmp- 
toms  ;  evacuations  have  produced  no  abatement ;  the  flrengthening  plan 
has  been  as  unfuccefsful ;  fedatives  and  emollients  have  procured  no  relief; 
and  time  alone  has  performed  the  cure.  In  fuch  cales,  the  foothing  plan, 
I  believe,  is  the  bell,  till  we  know  more  of  the  difeafe.  Alfcringents  Ihould 
not  be  ufed,  their  action  upon  the  inflamed  parts  being  uncertain ;  for  they 
often  do  not  lellen  the  inflammation  or  the  pain,  although  they  may  perhaps 
leffen  the  difcharge.  The  turpentines,  efpecially  the  balfam  capivi,  and 
Canada  balfam,  lellen  the  difpofition  of  the  parts  to  form  matter,  which 

eflea 
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eftccft  has  always  a  falutary  appearance ;  but  as  they  have  not  at  the  fame 
time  the  power  of  lelTening  the  inflammation,  they  can  be  of  Uttle  fervice. 

Befides  the  vcirious  eifedls  arifing  from  the  diflerence  of  conftitution  in  the 
gonorrhcea,  we  find  that  it  is  confiderably  aficdled  by  the  patient's  way  of 
life,  during  the  inflammatory  ftate,  and  alfo  by  other  difeafes  attacking  the 
conftitution  at  the  fame  time.  But  this  is  common  to  all  other  difeafes  : 
for  whenever  we  have  a  local  difeafe  (in  which  light  I  have  confidered  a 
gonorrhoea)  it  is  always  affedled  by  whatever  afFeds  the  confliitution,  Moft 
things  that  hurry,  or  increafe  the  circulation,  aggravate  the  fymptoms, 
fuch  as  violent  exercife,  drinking  too  much  of  flrong  liquors,  eating  ftrong 
indigefl:ible  food,  fome  kinds  of  which  act  fpecifically  on  thefe  parts,  there- 
by increafing  the  fymptoms  more  than  by  fimply  heating  the  body,  fuch  as 
peppers,  fpices,  and  fpirits. 

From  what  has  been  faid  in  general,  it  mufl;  appear  that  a  gonorrhcea  is' 
to  be  cured  in  the  fame  way  as  every  other  inflammation  ;  and  it  muft  alfo 
appear,  that  all  the  methods  ufed  are  only  to  be  confidered  as  corredlors 
of  irritation  in  general,  and  of  difordered  circulation.  In  cafes  that  have 
begun  mildly,  where  the  inflammation  has  been  but  flight,  or  in  thofe 
cafes  where  the  violent  fymptoms,  above  taken  notice  of,  have  fubflded, 
fuch  medicines,  as  have  a  tendency  to  leflen  the  difcharge,  may  be  given 
along  with  the  local  remedies  beforementioned.  The  turpentines,  I  believe, 
are  the  mofl:  efficacious.  Cantharides,  the  falts  of  fome  metals,  fuch  as  of 
copper,  and  lead,  and  alfo  fome  earths,  as  alum,  are  ftrongly  recommended 
as  aftringents  when  given  internally. 

Whatever  methods  are  ufed  for  the  cure,  locally  or  conflitutionally,  it  is 
always  neceflary  to  have  in  view  the  poffibility  of  fome  of  the  matter  being 
abforbed,  and  afterwards  appearing  in  the  form  of  a  lues  venerea  ;  to  prevent 
which  I  Ihould  be  inclined  to  give  fmall  dofes  of  mercury  internally.  At 
what  time  this  mercurial  courfe  lliould  begin  is  not  eafily  afcertained  ;  but 
if  the  obfervation  be  jufl:,  that  a  difpofltion  once  formed  is  not  to  be  cured 
by  mercury,  but  that  mercury  has  the  power  of  preventing  a  difpofltion  from 
forming,  as  was  formerly  explained,  we  fliould  begin  early  and  continue  it 
to  the  end  of  the  difeafe,  till  the  formation  of  venereal  matter  ceafes,  and 

even 


OF   GONORRHCEA.  8; 

even  for  fome  time  after.  The  mercurial  ointment  may  be  ufed  where  mer- 
cury difagrees  with  the  ftomach  and  inteftines. 

This  practice  appears  to  be  more  neceflary  if  the  difcharge  has  continued 
a  confiderable  time,  and  efpecially  if  the  treatment  has  been  fimply  by  eva- 
cuants,  for  in  the  former  cafe  there  is  a  greater  time  for  abforption,  and  in 
the  latter  we  may  luppofe  a  greater  call  for  it,  fuch  medicines  having  no 
effe6t  in  carrying  off  the  virus. 

To  prevent  a  lues  venerea  being  produced  from  abforption,  a  grain  of 
mercurius  calcinatus  taken  every  night,  or  one  at  night  and  another  in  the 
morning,  may  be  fufficient  ^  but  ihould  be  continued  in  proportion  to  the 
duration  of  the  difeafe. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  pracSlice  in  any  particular  cafe  can  never  be  afcertained, 
becaufe  it  is  impoffible  to  fay  when  matter  has  been  abforbed,  except  in  cafes 
of  buboes  ;  and  where  it  is  not  known  to  be  abforbed,  it  is  impofiible  to 
fay  that  there  would  have  been  a  lues  venerea  if  mercury  had  not  been  given, 
as  very  few  are  infected  from  a  gonorrhoea,  although  they  have  taken  no 
mercury.  It  is,  however,  fafeft  to  give  mercury,  as  we  may  reafonably  fup- 
pofe  it  will  often  prevent  a  lues  venerea,  as  it  does  when  given  during  the 
cure  of  a  chancre  or  bubo,  where  we  know,  from  experience,  that  without 
it  the  lues  venerea  would  certainly  take  place. 


CHAPTER 
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OF    THE    TREATMENT    OF    OCCASIONAL 
SYMPTOMS    OF    THE    GONORRHOEA. 

AS  the  following  fymptoms  are  only  occafional  confequences  of  a  vene- 
real gonorrhoea,  being  the  effedls  of  an  irritation  on  the  urethra,  and 
therefore  not  venereal,  they  are  to  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  they 
had  arifen  from  any  other  caufe. 

I.     OF  THE  BLEEDING  FROM  THE  URETHRA. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  vi^hen  the  inflammation  is  violent,  or 
fpreads  along  the  urethra,  there  is  frequently  a  difcharge  of  blood  from  the 
vefTels  of  that  part.  In  fuch  bleeding,  the  balfam  capivi,  given  internally, 
has  been  of  fervice ;  and  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  all  the  turpentines  will 
be  equally  ufeful.  I  have  not  found  any  good  eifedts  from  allringent  in- 
jedlions  ;  and  in  fome  cafes,  have  fufpedted  that  they  have  been  the  caufe  of 
this  complaint.  They  always  go  off  in  the  ufual  time  of  the  cure  of  the 
gonorrhoea. 

'  II.     OF  PREVENTING  PAINFUL  ERECTIONS. 

Opium,  given  internally,  appears  to  have  great  effecfls  in  preventing  pain- 
ful ereftions  in  many  cafes.  Twenty  drops  of  tinftura  thebaica,  taken  at 
bedtime,  has  procured  eafe  for  a  whole  night.  The  cicuta  likewife  feems 
to  have  fbme  powers  in  this  way. 

III. 
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III.  OF  THE  TREATMENT  OF  THE  CHORDEE. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  complaint,  bleeding  from  the  arm  is  often  of 
fervice ;  but  it  is  more  immediately  ufeful  to  take  away  blood  from  the  part 
itfelf  by  leeches  ;  for  we  often  find  by  a  veffel  giving  way  in  the  urethra, 
and  a  confiderable  hcemorrhage  enfuing,  that  the  patient  is  greatly  relieved. 
Relief  will  often  be  obtained  by  expofing  the  penis  to  the  fteam  of  hot 
water.  Poultices  likewife  have  beneficial  effefts ;  and  both  fomentations 
and  poultices  will  often  be  aflifted  in  removing  inflammation  by  the  addi- 
tion of  camphor.  Opium,  given  internally,  is  of  fingular  fervice  ;  and, 
if  it  be  joined  with  camphor,  the  effed:  will  be  ftill  greater;  but  opium  in 
fuch  cafes  adls  rather  by  leflening  the  pain  than  by  removing  the  inflamma- 
tion, though  by  preventing  ereftions  it  may  be  faid  to  obviate  the  immediate 
caufe  of  the  complaint. 

When  the  chordee  continues  after  all  other  fymptoms  are  gone,  little  or 
nothing,  in  the  way  of  evacuation,  feems  to  be  necelfary,  the  inflammation 
being  fubdued,  and  a  confequence  of  it  only  remaining,  which  will  ceafe 
gradually  by  the  abforption  of  the  extravafated  coagulable  lymph.  There- 
fore bleeding,  in  this  cafe,  can  be  of  no  ufe.  Mercurial  ointment  applied 
to  the  parts  will  promote  the  abforption  of  the  extravafated  coagulable 
lymph ;  for  experience  has  fliown,  that  mercury  has  confiderable  powers  in 
exciting  abforption.  The  frid:ion  itfelf  alfo  will  be  of  ufe.  In  one  cafe 
confiderable  benefit  feemed  to  refult  from  giving  the  cicuta,  after  the  com- 
mon methods  of  cure  had  been  tried.  Electricity  may  be  of  fervice.  This 
fymptom  is  indeed  often  longer  in  going  off  than  either  the  running  or  pain  ; 
but  no  bad  confequences  arife  from  it.  Its  declenfion  is  gradual  and  uni- 
form, as  happens  in  moft  confequences  of  inflammation. 

In  relieving  the  cordee,  or  the  remains  of  it,  whicli  appear  to  arife  from 
fpafm,  I  have  known  the  bark  of  great  fervice.  Evacuations,  whether  from 
the  part,  or  from  the  confiiitution,  generally  do  harm. 
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IV.  OF  THE  TREATMENT  OF  THE  SUPPURATION  OF 
THE  GLANDS  OF  THE  URETHRA. 

Suppurations  in  the  glands  of  the  urethra  are  to  be  treated  as  chan- 
cres.   Therefore  mercury  ought  to  be  given  ;  as  will  be  explained  hereafter. 

Should  a  fuppuration  take  place  in  Cowper's  glands,  it  demands  more 
attention.  The  abfcefs  mufi:  be  opened  freely,  and  early,  as  the  matter,  if 
confined,  may  make  its  way  either  into  the  fcrotura  or  urethra,  whence 
would  arife  bad  confequences.  Here  alfo  mercuiy  muft  be  given,  and  per- 
haps as  freely  as  in  a  bubo.  In  fliort,  the  treatment  fhould  be  the  fame 
as  in  a  venereal  ulcer  ;  and  in  this  refped:  it  will  differ  from  the  treatment 
of  thofe  abfcelTes  which  arife  in  confequence  of  ftridlure. 


V.     OF  THE  TREATMENT  OF   THE  AFFECTION  OF  THE 
BLADDER  FROM  GONORRHCEA. 

When  the  difeafe  extends  as  far  as  the  bladder.  It  produces  a  mofl  trou- 
blefome  complaint,  from  which,  however,  bad  confequences  feldom  arife. 
But  I  fufpedl  that  it  fometimes  has  laid  the  groundwork  of  future  irritation 
in  that  part,  which  has  proved  very  troublefome,  and  even  dangerous. 

Opiate  clyflers,  if  nothing  in  the  conftitution  forbid  the  ufe  of  them, 
procure  confiderable  temporary  relief.  The  warm  bath  is  of  fervice,  al- 
though not  always ;  and  bleeing  freely,  if  the  patient  is  of  a  full  habit,  often 
does  good.  Leeches  alfo,  applied  to  the  perineum,  have  good  effedls  ^  but 
in  many  conftitutions  bleeding  will  rather  do  harm;  and  we  fhould  be 
cautious  in  making  ufe  of  this  evacuation,  for  it  has  been  already  obferved, 
that  many  of  thefe  cafes  are  rather  from  fympathy  than  inflammation.  As 
this  affedlion  of  the  bladder  often  continues  for  a  confiderable  time,  pro- 
ducing other  fympathies  in  the  neighbouring  parts,  and  is  not  in  the  leafl 
mitigated  by  the  methods  commonly  ufed,  I  would  recommend  the  follow- 
ing 
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ing  trials  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  fuch  cafes.  An  opiate  plafter  to  be  applied 
to  the  pubes,  or  the  fmall  of  the  back,  where  the  nerves  of  the  bladder 
take  their  origin  ;  a  fmall  blifler  on  the  perinsum  which  is  of  fervice  in  ir- 
ritations of  the  bladder  arifmg  from  other  caufes. 


VI.    OF  THE  TREATMENT  OF  THE  SWELLED  TESTICLE. 

When  the  tefticle  fympathifes  either  with  the  urethra  or  bladder,  and  is 
inflamed,  reft  is  the  beft  remedy.  The  horizontal  pofition  of  the  body  is 
the  eafieft,  as  fuch  a  pofition  is  the  beft  for  a  free  circulation.  If  the  pa- 
tient cannot  fubmit  to  an  horizontal  pofition,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffar)'  to 
have  the  tefticle  well  fufpended.  Indeed  the  patient  will  be  happy  in  having 
recourfe  to  that  expedient  as  foon  as  he  is  acquainted  with  the  eafe  which  it 
affords. 

In  this  complaint,  perhaps,  no  particular  method  of  cure  can  be  laid 
down.  It  is  to  be  treated  as  inflammation  in  general,  by  bleeding  and 
purging,  if  the  conftitution  requires  them,  and  by  fomentation,  and  poul- 
tices. Bleeding  with  leeches  has  often  been  of  fervice.  This  we  cannot 
well  account  for,  as  the  vefl!els  of  the  fcrotum  have  but  little  connection 
with  thofe  of  the  tefticle. 

As  I  do  not  look  upon  the  fwelling  of  the  tefticle  to  be  venereal,  mercu- 
rials, in  my  opinion,  can  be  of  no  fervice  in  thefe  cafes  while  the  inflam- 
mation continues,  but  they  are  ufeful  when  that  is  gone,  and  the  indura- 
tion only  remains. 

Vomits  have  been  recommended  in  fuch  cafes,  and  are  fometimes  of  fer- 
vice. I  have  known  a  vomit  remove  the  fwellins:  almoft  inftantaneouflv. 
The  effedls  of  the  vomit  moft  probably  arife  from  the  fympathy  between 
the  ftomach  and  the  tefticle.  Opiates  are  of  fervice,  as  they  are  in  moft 
iiTitations  of  thofe  parts.  When  fuch  fwellings  fuppurate,  which  they 
feldom  do,  they  require  only  to  be  treated  as  common  fuppurations  y  and 
mercury  need  not  be  given. 

N  2  .In 
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In  the  hiflory  of  this  difeafe  I  oblerved,  and  indeed  it  has  been  obfcrved 
by  moft  writers,  that  when  a  fwelhng  comes  upon  the  tcfticle  in  confe- 
(.jucnce  of  a  gonorrhcea,  the  running  ceafcs ;  or  when  the  running  ceafes, 
the  tellicle  fwclls ;  but  which  is  the  caufe,  or  which  is  the  effedt,  has  aot 
yet  been  afcertained.  It  laas  been  ahb  oblerved,  that  when  the  running  re- 
turns, the  teflicle  then  lliows  tlie  firft  fymptoms  of  recovery  ;  fo  that  tlie-  " 
tefticlc  having  loll  its  fympathifing  aftion,  the  adlion  is  reftored  to  the  ure- 
thra. And  here  alio  it  has  not  yet  been  afcertained,  whicia  is  the  caufe, . 
or  which  is  the  effed  ;  but  from  a  fuppofition  that  the  celTation  of  the  dif- 
charge  in  the  urethra  is  the  caufe  of  the  fwelling,  it  has  been  attributed  to 
the  mode  of  treatment  of  that  irritation,  and  by  fome  to  injeftions. 

It  has  been  adviled  by  many,  and  attempted  by  fome,  to  procure  a  re- 
turn of  the  running ;  but  the  methods  ufed  have  liardly  been  founded  upon 
any  found  principle.  Mr.  Bromfield  appears  to  have  been  the  firll:,  who 
recommended  a  treatment  fuitable  to  this  theory,  which  was  to  irritate  the 
urethra  to  fuppuration  again,  by  introducing  bougies.  I  liave  not  {ctn  that 
benefit  that  could  have  been  willied,  or  that  the  firft  idea  might  induce  us 
to  expedt,  from  this  practice.  Some  have  gone  further,  by  recommending 
the  introdudlion  of  venereal  matter  into  the  urethra  ;  but  this  appears  to  be 
only  conceit,  and  is  founded  upon  a  fuppofition  that  fuch  fwellings  arife 
only  from  venereal  irritations.  But  I  have  already  obferved,  that  they  are 
produced  by  other  caufes. 

It  is  generally  a  long  time  before  the  fwelling  of  the  tefticle  entirely  fub- 
fides,  although  it  does  fo  more  quickly  at  firft  than  fwellings  of  this  part 
arifing  from  other  caufes.     Before  it  becomes  lefs,  it  generally  becomes 
fofter,  commonly  on  the  anterior  furface  j  and  by  degrees,  the  whole  be- 
comes perhaps  fofter  than  natural,  and  then  it  diminilhes.     It  is  ftill  much 
longer  (fometimes  even  years)  before  the  epididymis  returns  to  its  natural 
ftate  j  fometimes  it  is  never  reduced  to  its  natural  fize  and  foftnefs.     How- 
ever, this  is  of  no  great  confequence,  as  no  inconvenience  refults  from  a 
continuance  of  the  hardnefs  fimply  ;  though  fometimes,  perhaps,  fuch  te- 
fticles  are  rendered  totally  ufelefs.    I  never  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
the  tefticle  of  one  that  was  known  to  have  this  complaint ;  but  have  exa- 
mined 
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mined  tefticles  where  the  epididymis  has  had  the  fame  external'  feel,  and 
where  the  canal  of  the  vas  deferens  has  been  obliterated.  But  this,  I  fufpedt 
to,  feldom  happens,  for  there  are  people  who  have  both  tefticles  fwelled,  and, 
notwithftanding,  difcharge  their  femen  as  before. 

It  is  in  this  ftage  of  the  complaint  that  refolvents  may  be  of  fervice,.  fuch 
as  mercurial  friftion  joined  with  camphor.  Likewife  we  may  ufefully  ap- 
ply fumigations  with  aromatic  herbs,  in  order  to  ftimulate  the  abforbents  to 
take  up  the  fuperfluous  matter.  Eledlricity  has  been  in  fome  cafes  of 
fmgular  fervice. 


VII.     OF   THE   DECLINE   AND   TERMINATION   OF   THE 
SYMPTOMS   OF   GONORRHCEA. 

The  decline  of  the  difeafe  is  generally  known  by  an  abatement  of  fome 
or  all  of  the  abovementioned  fymptoms.  The  pain  in  the  part  becomes 
lefs,  or  terminates  in  an  itching  fnnilar  to  what  is  felt  in  the  beginning  of 
many  gonorrhoeas,  and  at  laft  entirely  goes  off.  The  fenfe  of  wearinefs 
about  the  loins,  hips,  tefticles  and  fcrotum,  is  no  longer  felt ;  and  the 
tranfparent  cherry-like  appearance  of  the  glans  penis  gradually  difappears. 
Thefe  are  the  moft  certain  figns  of  an  abatement  of  the  difeafe. 

The  running  becomes  lefs ;  or,  if  it  does  not  diminifli,  becomes  firft 
whiter,  then  of  a  paler  colour,  and  gradually  acquires  a  more  flimy  and 
ropy  conliftence,  which  has  always  been  con  fidered  as  the  moft  certain  fign 
of  an  approaching  cure.  When  the  running  becomes  more  flimy,  it  is  then 
changed  from  matter  to  the  natural  fluid  which  lubricates  the  paflage,  and 
alfo  to  that  fluid  which  appears  to  be  preparatory  to  coition  ;  but  it  is  often 
very  inconftant  in  its  appearances,  ariling  frequently  from  different  modes 
of  living,  exercife,  or  other  caufes. 

It  often  happens  that  all  the  fymptoms  fliall  totally  difappear,  and  the 
patients  fhall  think  themfelves  cured ;  and  yet  the  fame  fymptoms  Ihall 
come  upon  them  anew,  commonly  indeed  milder  than  at  firfl,  though  in 
in  fome  cafes  as  violent,  or  even  more  violent ;  and  this  takes  place  fbme- 

times 
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times  at  a  confiderable  diftance  of  time.    I  have  known  the  fymptoms  return 

a  month  after  every  appearance  of  the  difeafe  has  been  removed.  However, 
in  fuch  caies,  they  feldom  lall  long.  How  far  this  fecond  attack  is  to  be 
looked  upon  as  truly  venereal,  has  not  as  yet  been  afcertained.  Nothing 
can  prove  it  abfolutely  to  be  venereal  but  the  circumftance  of  having  given 
it  to  a  found  perfon.  What  may  be  the  cafe  with  thofe  in  whom  it  has 
returned  foon  after  the  going  off  of  the  fymptoms,  I  will  not  pretend  to 
fav  ;  but  I  fliould  very  much  fufpedl  that,  where  the  patient  has  continued 
well  for  a  month,  a  return  cannot  be  venereal.  This  is  only  conjedlure  ; 
and  if  we  were  to  reafon  upon  it,  we  might  eafily  reafon  ourfelves  into  a 
belief  of  its  being  venereal ;  for  if  the  parts  can  fall  back  again  into  one 
mode  of  a6tion,  that  of  inflammation  and  fuppuration,  there  can  be  no 
reafon  why  they  fliould  not  fall  back  again  into  the  fpecific  mode  of  aftion. 
However,  as  tlie  common  efted:  of  irritation  is  fuppuration,  and  as  the 
fpecific  fuppuration  requires  a  peculiar  irritation,  it  is  eafier  to  conceive 
that  the  parts  may  fall  into  the  common  mode  of  aclion,  than  into  both. 
It  is  poflible,  however,  that  in  fuch  cafes,  the  venereal  aftion  may  be  only 
fufpended,  fimilar  to  what  happens  between  the  contamination  and  complete 
appearance  of  the  difeafe. 

In  ^^'oraen,  returns  of  the  fymptoms  are  more  frequent  than  in  men, 
particularly  of  the  difcharge  ;  which  being  fimilar  to  the  fluor  albus,  and 
frequently  taken  for  that  difeafe,  gives  lefs  fufpicion,  although  they  are 
perhaps  equally  virulent  as  thofe  in  men. 

The  diftindiion  between  a  gonorrhoea  and  a  gleet  is  not  yet  afcertained, 
for  the  inflammation  fubfiding,  the  pain  going  ofF,  and  the  matter  alter- 
ing, are  no  proofs  that  the  poifon  is  deftroyed.  It  is  no  more  neceffary 
that  there  fhould  be  a  continuance  of  the  inflammation  to  produce  the 
fpecific  poifon,  than  there  fliould  be  a  continuance  of  the  inflammation 
to  produce  the  gleet,  as  will  appear  evident  from  two  cafes  before  re- 
lated.* 

The  firft  of  thefe  cafes  fhows  that  the  inflammation  is  not  neceflary  to 
the  exiftence  of  the  venereal  poifon  j  and,  on  the  contrary,  the  inflamma- 

*  Vide  page  38  and  39. 
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tion  may  exift  after  the  matter  difcharged  has  ceafed  to  be  venereal.  I  have 
know^n  cafes  where  the  inflammation'  and  difcharge  have  continued  for 
twelve  months,  and  with  confiderable  violence  :  in  the  mean  time  a  free 
intercourie  with  women  has  not  communicated  the  difeafe.  However,  this 
is  not  aa  abfolute  proof  that  there  is  no  virus  in  the  difcharge. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER      VIII. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  SYMPTOMS  WHICH 
OFTEN  REMAIN  AFTER  THE  DISEASE  IS 
SUBDUED. 

IT  often  happens  after  the  virus  is  deftroyed,  and  the  venereal  inflamma- 
tion removed,  that  fome  one,  two,  or  more  of  the  fymptoms  fhall  con- 
tinue, and  perhaps  prove  more  obflinate  than  the  original  difeafe  itfelf. 
Some  of  thefe  fymptoms  fliall  continue  through  life,  and  even  new  ones 
fhall  fometimes  arife  as  foon  as  the  firfl  have  fubfided.  All  thefe  fymptoms 
are  commonly  imputed  by  the  patients  themfelves,  and  what  is  ftill  worfe, 
by  fome  of  the  profelTion,  to  the  original  difeafe  having  been  ill  treated. 
But  certainly  fo  far  as  we  are  yet  acquainted  with  the  difeafe  and  method  of 
cure,  this  is  not  true  ;  for  the  methods  of  treatment,  though  numerous, 
may  be  faid  to  be  very  fimilar ;  and  we  fhall  find  thefe  fymptoms  not  to  be 
confequences  of  any  one  mode  of  treatment,  but  that  they  happen  indifcri- 
minately  after  them  all.  Yet  I  can  conceive  that  many  conftitutions,  and 
particular  parts,  often  require  one  mode  of  treatment  in  preference  to  ano- 
ther, and  probably  require  modes  that  we  are  not  as  yet  acquainted  with ; 
but  if  thefe  peculiarities  of  conflitution,  or  of  parts,  are  not  yet  known, 
which  muft  often  be  the  cafe,  the  practitioner  is  not  to  be  rafhly  accufed  of 
ignorance. 

In  the  introdudion  I  obferved,  that  the  venereal  difeafe  is  capable  of 
calling  into  aftion  fuch  fufceptibilities  as  are  remarkably  ftrong,  and  pecu- 
liar to  certain  conftitutions,  and  countries ;  and  that,  as  the  fcrofula  is 
predominant  in  this  country,  fome  of  the  effedls  of  gonorrhoea  may  partake 
of  a  fcrofulous  nature. 

The  fymptoms  which  continue  after  the  virus  is  gone,  do  not  owe  their 
continuance  to  the  fpecific  qualities  of  the  virus,  but  to  its  eitefts  upon  the 

parts. 
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parts,  fuch  as  inflammation  and  its  confequences  j  for  the  fame  degree  of 
inflammation,  arifing  from  any  other  caufe,  would  leave  mofl  of  the  fame 
eifedls.  But  I  fufpeft  that  the  continuance  of  the  difcharge,  called  a  gleet, 
is  an  exception  to  this  ;  for  we  find  that  it  is  often  cured  by  the  fame  mode 
of  a<Stion  which  would  produce  the  other  fymptoms,  that  is,  inflammation ; 
and  we  find  in  general  that  a  difcharge  brought  on  by  violence  of  no  fpe- 
cific  kind,  does  not  lafl:  longer  than  the  violence,  even  although  the  caufe 
has  been  continued  for  fome  time,  as  is  often  the  cafe  during  the  ufe  of 
bougies. 

The  firfl:  of  the  continued  fymptoms  may  be  reckoned  the  remains  of  the 
difagreeable  fenfations  excited  by  the  original  difeafe. 

The  fecond,  the  difcharge  called  a  gleet. 

The  third,  the  chordee. 

The  fourth,  the  irritable  fl:ate  of  the  bladder. 

The  fifth,  the  increafe  and  hardnefs  of  the  epididymis. 


I.     OF    THE   REMAINS    OF    THE   DISAGREEABLE    SENSA- 
TIONS EXCITED   BY  THE   ORIGINAL  DISEASE. 

The  difagreeable  fenfations  which  continue  in  the  urethra  and  glans, 
occur  moft  frequently  when  the  bladder  has  fympathifed  with  the  urethra 
during  the  difeafe  ;  for  then  there  are  often  the  remains  of  the  old  Ihooting 
pains  in  the  glans,  or  on  its  furface,  which  take  their  rile  from  tJie  bladder. 
Thefe,  however,  commonly  go  off,  feldom  being  the  forerunners  of  any  bad 
fymptoms,  and  therefore  are  not  to  be  confidered  as  part  of  the  difeafe,  but 
merely  a  confequence ;  yet  they  are  often  very  troublefome,  and  teazing  to 
the  patient,  keeping  his  mind  in  doubt,  whether  he  is  cured  or  not,  which 
makes  him  frequently  become  the  dupe  of  ignorant  or  defigning  men. 

As  thefe  remaining  fenfitions  vary  confiderably  in  their  nature,  perhaps  no, 
one  method  of  treatment  will  always  be  proper.     I  have  known  a  bougie, 
introduced  a  few  times,  take  off  entirely  the  difagreeable  fenlation  in  the 
urethra ;  and  I  have  known  it  do  no  good.    Gentle  irritating  injedlions  ufed 
occafionally  will  often  alleviate  in  fome  degree  thofe  complaints.     A  grain 
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of  corrofive  fubllmate  to  eight  ounces  of  water  makes  a  good  injccflion  for 
this  purpofe ;  but  all  fuch  applications  are  in  general  no  more  than  pallia- 
tives. 

I  have  known  the  ufe  of  hemlock  relieve  the  fymptoms  very  much,  and 
in  fome  cafes  entirely  cure  them;  while  in  many  others  it  has  not  had  the 
lea  ft  effect. 

A  blifter  applied  to  the  perinasum  will  entirely  cure  fome  of  the  remaining 
fymptoins,  t\cn  when  they  extend  towards  the  bladder,  as  will  be  explained 
hereafter.  Indeed  it  appears  to  have  more  effedl  than  any  other  remedy. 
A  blifter  to  the  fmall  of  the  back  will  alfo  give  relief,  but  not  fo  eftedlually 
as  when  applied  to  the  perina;um. 

The  follo\N"ing  cafes  are  remarkable  inftances  of  this.  A  Portuguefe  gen- 
tleman, about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  had  contrafted  a  venereal  gonorrhoea 
of  which  he  was  cured,  but  two  years  after  many  of  the  fymptoms  ftill  con- 
tinued, and  even  with  confiderable  violence.  The  fymptoms  were  the 
following  ;  a  frequency  in  making  water,  and  when  the  inclination  came  on 
he  could  not  retain  it  a  moment ;  a  ftraining,  and  pain  in  the  bladder  after 
voiding  it ;  a  conftant  pain  in  the  region  of  the  bladder  ;  a  (hooting  pain  in 
the  urethra,  which  extended  often  to  the  anus ;  ftrange  fenfations  in  the 
perinseum ;  a  fenfe  of  wearinefs  in  the  tefticles ;  and  if  he  at  any  time  preffed 
his  thighs  clofe  together,  the  pain  or  fenfation  in  the  perinseum  was  excited. 
It  was  fuppofed  at  Liibon  that  he  had  the  {\ionc,  and  he  came  over  to  Lon- 
don for  a  cure  of  that  difeafe."  He  was  examined,  but  no  ftone  was  found. 
He  was  ordered  to  wafti  the  external  parts  every  morning  with  cold  water, 
which  he  did  for  a  fortnight,  but  found  no  benej&t.  I  was  confulted,  and 
informed  of  all  the  abovementioned  circumftances.  As  a  ftaff"  had  been 
paffed,  there  could  be  no  ftridture ;  however,  I  thought  it  was  poffible 
there  might  be  a  difeafed  proftate  gland,  and  therefore  examined  him  by  the 
anus  ;  but  found  that  gland  of  its  natural  f:ze  and  firmnefs.  As  there  was 
no  vifible  alteration  of  ftru(flure  any  where  to  be  found,  I  looked  upon  the 
difeafe  as  only  a  wrong  adlion  of  the  parts,  and  therefore  ordered  a  blifter  to 
be  applied  to  the  perineum,  which  being  kept  open  only  a  few  days,  all 
the  fymptoms  were  entirely  removed.  He  retained  his  water  as  ufual ;  all 
the  difagreeable  fenfations  went  off  3  and  the  bliftered  part  was  allowed  to 

heal 
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heal.  About  a  fortnight  after,  he  got  a  frelh  venereal  gonorrhoea,  which 
alarmed  him  very  much,  as  he  was  afraid  it  might  bring  back  all  his  former 
fymptoms,  which  however  did  not  return,  and  he  was  foon  cured  of  the 
gonorrhoea.     He  ftaid  in  London  fome  time  after,  without  any  relapfe. 

Another  cafe  was,  that  of  a  gentleman's  fervant  in  the  country.  He  had, 
from  a  venereal  caufe,  a  difagreeable  fenfation  whenever  he  made  water, 
alfo  a  running,  and  fome  degree  of  cordee ;  v/hich  fymptoms  he  had  laboured 
under  for  a  conliderable  time.  He  had  gone  through  a  courfe  of  mercury 
which  lafted  two  months,  on  a  fuppofition  that  the  venereal  virus  had  not 
been  deflroyed,  but  without  benefit.  He  had  after  that  been  bled,  ufed 
powders  of  gum  arable  and  tragacanth,  and  taken  calomel  in  fmall  dofes, 
with  no  better  fuccefs.  He  then  had  recourfe  to  injeduons  and  bougies  of 
all  kinds,  but  with  no  better  fuccefs.  On  the  ground  of  the  fymptoms  not 
being  venereal,  but  only  wrong  adions  of  the  parts,  a  blifter  was  applied 
upon  the  perineum,  repeated  and  kept  open  Cix  days,  upon  which  the  fymp- 
toms totally  difappeared,  and  had  not  recurred  a  twelvemonth  afterwards. 

This  praftice  is  not  only  of  fervice  where  there  has  been  a  preceding 
gonorrhoea,  but  I  have  found  it  remove,  almofl  immediately,  fupprelfions 
of  urine  from  other  caufes,  where  the  turpentines  and  opium,  both  by  the 
mouth  and  anus,  had  proved  ineffedual,  and  when  the  catheter  had  been 
necelTarily  introduced  twice  a  day  to  draw  off  the  water.  But  of  this  more 
fully  hereafter. 

Eledricity  has  been  found  to  be  of  fervice  in  fome  cafes,  and  therefore 
may  be  tried  either  in  the  firil  inftance,  or  when  other  means  have  failed. 


II.     OF  A  GLEET. 

Whatever  method  has  been  had  recourfe  to  in  the  cure  of  the  venereal 
inflammation,  whether  injedlions  have  been  ufed,  or  internal  medicines, 
(mercurials,  purgatives,  or  aflringents)  it  often  happens  that  the  formation 
of  pus  Ihall  continue,  and  prove  more  tedious  and  difficult  of  cure  than  the 
original  difeafe.  For,  as  I  have  already  obfcrved,  the  venereal  inflamma- 
tion is  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  go  off  of  itfelf,  or  to  wear  itfelf  out;  or,  in 

O  2  other 
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other  words.  It  is  fuch  an  adlion  of  the  living  powers  as  can  fubfifl  only 
for  a  certain  time.  But  this  is  not  the  cafe  with  a  gleet,  whijch  feems  to 
take  its  rife  from  a  habit  of  aftion  which  the  parts  have  contracted,  and  as 
they  have  no  difpofition  to  lay  afide  this  adion,  it  of  couife  is  continued  ; 
for  we  find  in  thofe  gonorrhceas,  which  laft  long,  and  are  tedious  in  their 
cure,  that  this  habit  is  more  rooted  than  in  thofe  which  goofFfoon. 

This  difeafe,  however,  has  not  always  the  difpofition  to  continue,  for  it    4 
often  appears  to  flop  of  itfelf,  even  after  every  method  has  been  ineffedually 
iifed.     It  is  moft  probable,  that  this  arifes  from  fome  accidental  changes  ii-i 
the  conllitution,  not  at  all  depending  upon  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  itfelf. 

I  have  fufpedted  that  there  was  fomething  fcrofulous  in  fome  gleets.  We 
find  frequently  that  a  derangement  of  the  natural  actions  of  a  part  will  be 
the  caufe  of  that  part  falling  into  fome  new  difeafe  to  which  there  may  be 
a  ftrong  tendency  in  the  conftitution.  We  find  that  a  cold  falling  on  the 
eyes  produces  a  fcrofulous  weaknefs  in  thofe  parts,  with  a  confiderable  dif- 
charge.  There  are  often  fcrofulous  fwellings  in  the  tonfils  from  the  fame 
caufe. 

This  opinion  of  the  nature  of  fome  gleets  is  flrengthened  by  the  methods 
of  cure,  for  we  find  that  the  fea-bath  cures  more  gleets  thau  the  common 
cold  bath,  or  any  other  mode  of  bathing.  I  have  never  yet  tried  the  inter- 
nal ufe  of  thofe  medicines  which  are  generally  given  in  the  fcrofula ;  but 
I  have  found  fea-water  diluted,  and  ufed  as  an  injed:ion,  cure  fome  gleets, 
though  it  is  not  always  effeftual. 

A  gleet  is  generally  underftood  to  arife  from  a  weaknefs ;  this  certainly 
gives  us  no  idea  of  the  difeafe,  and  indeed  there  is  none  which  can  be  an- 
nexed to  the  expreffion.  By  mechanical  weaknefs  is  underftood  the  inability 
to  perform  fome  adtion,  or  fiiftain  fome  force.  By  animal  weaknefs  the 
fame  is  underftood.  But  when  the  expreffion  is  applied  to  the  animal's  per- 
forming an  uncommon,  or  an  additional  a6lion,  I  do  not  perfedly  under- 
ftand  it. 

Upon  this  idea  of  weaknefs  depended  in  a  great  meafure  the  ufual  method 
of  cure;  but  we  fliall  find  that  the  treatment,  founded  on  this  idea,  is  fo 
far  from  anfwering  in  all  cafes,  that  it  often  does  harm,  and  that  a  con- 
trary praftice  is  fuccefsful. 

A  gleet 
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A  gleet  differs  from  a  gonorrhoea,  firft  in  this,  that  though  a  confequence 
of  it,  it  is  perfeftly  innocent  with  reipeft  to  infeftion.  Secondly,  when  it 
is  a  true  gleet  it  is  generally  different  ^in  fome  of  the  conftituent  parts  of 
the  difcharge,  which  confifts  of  globular  bodies  floating  or  wrapt  in  a  flimy 
mucus  inflead  of  a  ferum. ,  But  the  urethra  is  fo  circumflanced  as  eafily  to 
fall  back  into  the  formation  of  pus,  and  this  commonly  happens  upon  the 
leafl:  increafe  of  exercife,  eating  or  drinking  indigeftible  food,  or  any  thing 
which  increafes  the  circulation  or  heats  the  patient.  The  virus,  however, 
I  believe,  does  not  return  j  but  of  this  I  am  not  certain,  for  there  are  cafes 
that  make  it  very  doubtful,  as  was  before  obferved. 

I  am  inclined  to  fufped;  that  a  gleet  arifes  from  the  furface  of  the  urethra 
only,  and  not  from  the  glands ;  for  I  have  obferved  in  feveral.inflances,  that 
when  the  paffage  has  jufl  been  cleared,  either  by  the  difcharge  of  urine,  or 
by  the  ufe  of  an  injedion,  a  lafcivious  idea  has  caufed  the  natural  llime  to 
flow  veiy  pure,  which  I  do  fuppofe  would  not  have  happened  if  the  parts, 
fecreting  the  liquor,  had  affifled  in  forming  the  gleet. 

A  gleet  is  fuppofed  to  be  an  attendant  upon  what  we  call  a  relaxed  con- 
ftitution  J  but  I  can  hardly  fay  that  I  have  obferved  tliis  to  be  the  cafe ;  at 
leafl  I  have  feen  inftances  where  I  flaould  have  expedled  fuch  a  termination 
of  a  gonorrhoea,  if  this  had  been  a  general  caufe,  but  did  not  find  it ;  and  I 
have  feen  it  in  ftrong  conftitutions,  at  leafl  in  appearance,  in  eveiy  other 
refpeifl.  Gleets  do  not  in  all  cafes  arife  from  preceding  gonorrhoeas,  but 
fometimes  from  other  difeafes  of  the  urethra.  A  flridlure  in  the  urethra  is, 
I  believe,  almofl  always  attended  with  a  gleet.  It  fometimes  arifes  alfo 
from  a  difeafe  in  the  proflate  gland. 

When  a  gleet  does  not  arife  from  any  evident  caufe,  nor  can  be  fuppofed 
to  be  a  return  of  a  former  gleet  in  confequence  of  a  gonorrhoea,  a  flridure, 
or  difeafed  proflate  gland  is  to  be  fufpedied  ;  and  inquiry  Ihould  be  made 
into  the  circumflances  of  making  water,  whether  the  flream  is  fmaller  than 
common — whether  there  be  any  difficulty  in  voiding  it — and  whetlier  the  calls 
to  make  it  are  frequent.  If  there  Ihould  be  fuch  fymptoms,  a  bougie,  of  a 
iize  rather  lefs  than  common,  ought  to  be  ufed,  which,  if  there  is  a  flric- 
ture,  will  flop  when  it  readies  it  j  and  if  it  paflcs  on  to  the  bladder  with 

tolerable 
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tolerable  cafe,  the  difeafc  Is  probably  in  the  proftate  gland,  which  fliould 
be  next  examined.     But  more  fully  of  both  thefe  complaints  hereafter. 

III.  OF  THE  CURE  OF  GLEETS— CONSTITUTIONALLY— 

LOCALLY. 

As  this  difcharge  has  no  fpecific  quality,  but  depends  upon  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  patient,  or  nature  of  the  parts  themfelves,  there  can  be  no 
certain  or  fixed  method  of  cure ;  and  as  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  out  the 
true  nature  of  diff^erent  conftitutions,  or  of  parts,  it  becomes  equally  difficult 
to  prefcribe  with  certainty  the  medicines  that  will  beft  fuit  this  difeafe ;  for 
fo  great  is  the  variety  in  conftitutions,  that  what  in  one  cafe  proves  a  cure, 
will  in  another  aggravate  the  complaint. 

There  are  two  ways  of  attempting  the  cure  of  this  complaint,  conftitu- 
tionally,  or  locally. 

Medicines,  taken  into  the  conftitutlon  with  a  view  to  the  cure  of  gleet, 
may  be  fuppofed  to  act  in  three  ways,  as  fpecifics,*  llrengtheners,  and 
aftringents. 

The  fpecific  power  of  internal  medicines  upon  thofe  parts  is  not  very 
great ;  however  we  find  that  fome  of  them,  fuch  as  the  ballams,  turpen- 
tines, and  cantharides,  are  of  ufe,  efpecially  in  flight  cafes.  I  think  I  have 
been  able  to  afcertain  this  fadi,  that  when  the  balfams,  turpentines,  or  can- 
tharides, are  of  fervice  they  are  almofl  immediately  fo ;  therefore  if  upon 
trial  they  are  not  found  to  leflen,  or  totally  remove  the  gleet  in  five  or  fix 
days,  I  have  never  continued  them  longer.  And  even  where  they  have 
either  lefi"ened  or  totally  removed  the  gleet  in  that  time,  it  will  often  recur 
upon  leaving  them  off,  and  therefore  they  fhould  be  continued  for  fome 
time  after  the  fymptoms  have  difappeared.  I  have  known  cafes  where  the 
gleet  has  difappeared  immediately  upon  the  ufe  of  the  balfam  capivi,  and 

*  It  may  be  neceffary  to  remark  here,  that  by  fpecific  I  do  not  mean  a  fpecific  for  the  dif- 
eafe, but  only  fuch  medicines  as  act  fpecifically  on  the  parts  concerned,  as  the  turpentines, 
cantharides,  &c. 

,  .  recurred 
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recurred  upon  the  omiffion  of  it ;  and  I  have  alfo  feen  where  that  medicine 
has  kept  it  off  for  more  than  a  month,  and  yet  it  has  recurred  immediately 
upon  laying  it  afide,  and  flopped  again  as  quickly,  when  the  patient  has 
returned  to  it.  In  fuch  cafes  the  other  methods  of  cure  fhould  be  tried. 
The  balfams  may  either  be  given  alone,  or  mixed  with  other  fubflances,  fo 
as  to  make  them  lefs  difagreeable. 

The  general  ftrengtheners  of  the  habit  need  only  be  given  when  the  parts 
aft  merely  as  parts  of  that  habit.  The  whole  being  difpofed  to  adl  pro- 
perly, thefe  parts  are  alfo  difpofed  to  aft  in  the  fame  way.  By  general 
flrengtheners  are  here  meant,  the  cold  bath,  the  fea-bath,  the  bark,  and 
fteel.  Aflringents,  taken  into  the  conftitution,  have  no  great  powers  ;  and 
if  they  had,  they  might  be  very  improper,  as  any  thing  that  could  a6l  with 
powers  in  the  conftitution  equal  to  what  would  be  neceflary  here,  might  very 
much  affedl  many  natural  operations  in  the  animal  oeconomy.  The  aftring- 
ent  gums  and  fait  of  fteel,  are  commonly  given. 

'  The  fecond  mode  of  cure  is  by  local  applications.  Thefe  may  be  divided 
into  four,  which  are,  fpecifics,  aftringents,  irritating  medicines,  and  fuch 
as  adl  by  derivation. 

The  fpecifics  applied  locally,  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe,  will  have 
greater  effeds  than  when  given  internally,  becaufe  they  may  be  applied 
ftronger  than  can  fafely  be  thrown  into  the  circulation.  Of  this,  I  think, 
I  have  had  experience. 

The  aftringents,  commonly  ufed,  are,  the  decoftion  of  the  bark,  white 
vitriol,  alum,  and  preparations  of  lead.  The  aqua  vitriolica  coerulea,  of 
the  London  Difpenfatory,  diluted  with  eight  times  its  quantity  of  water, 
makes  a  very  good  aftringent  injedion.  The  lame  obfervations  that  I  made 
on  the  fpecifics  are  applicable  to  the  aftringents  ;  I  believe  that  they  act 
nearly  in  the  fame  manner,  and  have  the  fame  effed.  What  their  mode  of 
adlion  is  it  is  difficult  to  fay. 

When  either  of  thefe  methods  have  been  ufed,  and  have  had  the  defired 
effedt,  they  fliould  be  continued  for  a  confiderable  time  after  the  fymptoms 
have  difappeared ;  and  the  time  muft  be  in  proportion  to  the  duration  of  tlie 
complaint,  or  the  frequency  of  its  returns.  If  it  has  been  of  long  ftanding, 
we  may  be  fure  that  the  difpofition  to  fuch  a  complaint  is  ftrong ;  and  if  it 

has 
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has  returned  frequently,  upon  the  leaft  increafe  of  circulation,  we  may  ex- 
peft  the  fame  thing  to  happen  again.  Therefore,  to  correct  the  bad  habit, 
it  is  neceflary  to  continue  the  medicines  a  confiderable  time. 

Irritating  applications  are  either  inje<flions  or  bougies,  fimple,  or  medicated 
with  irritating  medicines.  Violent  exercife  may  be  confidered  as  having  the 
fame  effedt.  Such  applications  fhould  never  be  ufed  till  the  other  methods 
have  been  fully  tried  and  found  unfuccefsful.  They  differ  from  the  fore- 
going by  producing  at  firft  a  greater  difcharge  than  that  which  they  are 
intended  to  cure  ;  and  the  increafed  difcharge  may  or  may  not  continue  as 
long  as  the  application  is  ufed.  It  becomes,  therefore,  neceffary  to  inquire 
how  long  they  are  to  be  ufed,  to  produce  a  cure  of  the  gleet.  That  time 
will  generally  be  in  proportion  to  the  violence  ufed,  and  the  nature  of  the 
parts  which  form  the  matter  ;  and  according  to  the  difpofition  being  ftrong 
or  weak  joined  to  its  duration,  and  the  greater  or  lefs  irritability  of  the  parts. 
If  the  parts  are  either  weak  or  irritable,  or  both,  an  irritating  injection 
fhould  not  be  ufed  ;  if  ftrong,  and  not  irritable,  it  may  be  ufed  with  fafety. 
In  this  laft  cafe,  if  it  is  an  injedlion  that  ftimulates  very  confiderably,  per- 
haps it  may  be  fufficient  to  ufe  it  twice  or  thrice  a  day.  I  knew  a  gen- 
tleman, who  threw  into  the  urethra,  for  a  gleet  of  two  years  ftanding, 
Goulard's  extrad:  of  lead  tindiluted,  which  produced  a  moft  violent  inflam- 
mation ;  but  when  the  inflammation  went  ofl",  the  gleet  was  cured.  Two 
grains  of  corrofive  fublimate  to  eight  ounces  of  water  are  a  very  good  irri- 
tating injection. 

If  it  is  a  gleet  of  long  ftanding,  it  may  require  a  week  or  more  to  remove 
it,  even  with  an  irritating  injection ;  and  if  the  injedlion  is  lefs  irritating,  fo 
as  to  give  but  little  pain,  and  to  increafe  the  difcharge  in  a  fmall  degree, 
it  may  require  a  fortnight.  But  one  precaution  is  very  necefl!ary  refpedting 
the  ufe  of  irritating  injeftions  ;  it  fliould  be  firfl:  known  if  poihble,  that  they 
will  do  no  harm.  To  know  this  may  be  diflicult  in  many  cafes ;  but  the 
nature  of  the  parts  is  to  be  afcertained  as  nearly  as  poflibly,  that  is,  whether 
they  had  ever  been  hurt  before  by  fuch  treatment;  whether  they  are  fo 
fufceptible  of  ii'ritation,  as  that  the  irritation  may  be  expefted  to  run  along 
the  urethra  and  produce  fymptoms  in  the  bladder  3  for  in  fuch  cafes  irritating 

applications 
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applications  do  not  anfwer,  but.  on  the  contrary,  often  produce  v/orfe  dif- 
orders  than  thofe  which  they  were  meant  to  cure. 

Bougies  may  be  clalTed  with  the  irritating  appHcations  ;  and  in  many  cafes 
they  adt  very  violently  as  fuch.  They  appear  to  be  more  efficacious  than 
injeftions  ;  but  they  require  longer  time  to  produce  their  full  effeil.  A  fim- 
ple,  or  unmedicated  bougie  is,  in  general,  fuffi^ient  for  the  cure  of  a  gleet, 
and  requires  a  month  or  fix  weeks  application  before  the  cure  can  be  de- 
pended on.  If  bougies  are  made  to  ftimulate  otherwife  than  as  extraneous 
bodies,  then  a  fhorter  time  will  generally  be  fudicient.  Probably  the  beft 
mode  of  medicating  them  would  be  by  mixing  a  little  turpentine,  cr  a  little 
camphor  with  the  compofition,  fo  as  to  att  fpecifically  on  the  parts  ;  but 
great  care  fhould  be  taken  not  to  irritate  too  much. 

The  fize  of  the  bougie  (hould  befmaller  than  the  common,  and  need  only' 
be  five  or  fix  inches  long,  as  it  leldom  happens  that  a  greater  extent  of  the 
urethra  has  the  difpontion  to  gleet ;  but  no  harm  will  arife  from  pafiing  a 
bougie  of  the  common  length  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  urethra. 

In  the  cure  of  a  gleet,  attempted  by  means  of  the  bougie,  we  have  nd 
certain  rules  to  ditcQ:  us  when  it  fliould  be  left  off;  as  the  difcharge  will 
often  continue  as  long  as  the  bougie  is  ufed.  if  upon  leaving  off  the  bougie 
after  the  ufe  of  it  for  feveral  v/eeks,  the  running  ceafes,  then  we  may  hope 
there  is  a  cure  performed;  but  if  it  fliould  not  be  in  the  leafl  diminnhed,  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  bougies  will  not  effect  a  cure,  and  tiierefore  it  is 
hardly  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to  them  again.  Yet,  if  the  gleet  is  in  part 
diminiflied,  it  will  be  right  to  begin  again,  and  probably  it  may  be  proper 
to  increafe  the  irritating  quality  of  the  bougie,  in  order  to  fuit  it  to  the 
diminifhed  irritability  of  the  parts. 

The  fourth  mode  of  cure  is  by  fympathy,  or  by  producing  an  irritation  in 
another  part  of  the  body,  which  fliall  deftroy  the  mode  of  aftion  in  tlie 
urethra. 

I  knew  a  cafe  of  obflinate  gleet  attended  with  very  difagreeable  fenfations 
in  the  urethra,  efpecially  at  the  time  of  making  water,  removed  entirely  by 
two  chancres  appearing  upon  the  glans.  The  patient  had  taken  all  the 
medicines  commonly  recommended,  and  had  applied  tlie  bougie,  without 
efted. 

P  .A  gen- 
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A  gentleman  informed  me,  that  he  had  cured  two  perfons  of  gleets,  by 
applying  a  blifter  to  the  underfide  of  the  urethra  ;  and  I  have  known  feveral 
old  gleets,  after  having  baffled  all  common  attempts,  cured  by  eleftricity. 
All  thefc  different  methods  of  cure  alter  the  difpofition  of  the  part. 

In  whatever  way  the  cure  is  attempted,  reft  or  quietnefs  in  moft  cafes  is 
of  great  confequence  ;  for,  as  I  have  obferved,  exercife  is  often  a  caufe,  not 
only  of  its  continuance,  but  of  its  increafe  and  return.  But  this  idea  is  not 
to  be  too  rigidly  adhered  to,  efpecially  in  cafes  which  have  been  treated  un- 
fuccefsfully ;  as  I  have  known  fome  that  have  got  immediately  well  by 
riding  on  horfcback  after  long  difufe  of  that  exercife. 

Regularity  and  moderation  in  diet  fliould  be  particularly  attended  to ;  for 
irregularities  of  this  kind  either  hinder  the  cure  or  bring  on  a  return  of  the 
difeafe. 

Intercourfe  with  women  often  caufes  a  return,  or  increafe  of  gleet,  and 
in  fuch  cafes  it  gives  fufpicion  of  a  frefh  infedtion  j  but  the  difference  be- 
tween this,  and  a  frefh  infecftion  is,  that  here  the  return  will  follow  the 
connexion  fo  clofe,  as  to  be  almoft  immediate,  and  that  circumftance, 
joined  with  the  other  fymptoms,  will  in  general  afcertain  the  nature  of  the 
difchareg. 

The  cure  of  the  gleet  in  women  is  nearly  the  fame  as  in  men,  except  In 
the  ufe  of  what  I  have  called  fpecifics  to  the  parts  ;  for  as  the  gleet  in  women 
is  principally  from  the  vagina,  I  believe  that  this  part  is  not  more  affefted 
by  the  turpentines  than  other  parts  are  j  but  as  the  vagina  is  lefs  irritable 
than  the  urethra  in  men,  the  aftringents  which  are  applied  to  it  may  be 
confiderably  ftronger.  Neither  can  we  ufe  the  bougie  in  cafes  of  gleet  in 
the  vagina ;  and  when  the  gleet  is  only  from  the  urethra,  I  imagine  it  is 
hardly  ever  attended  to  in  women. 


IV.     OF  THE  REMAINING  CHORDEE. 

This  fymptom,  I  have  already  obferved,  often  remains  after  every  mark 
of  the  true  virus  is  removed,  and  may  or  may  not  be  attendant  on  any  of 
the  other  continuing  fymptoms. 

Mercurial 
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Mercurial  ointment,  applied  to  the  part,  may  be  of  fervice,  and  if  joined 
with  camphor,  its  powers  will  be  increafed.  I  have  known  eleftricity  cure 
a  chordee  of  long  ftanding.  If  it  is  the  fpafmodic  chordee  that  remains, 
bark  fhould  be  given. 


V.     OF  THE   CONTINUANCE   OF   THE  IRPvITATION  OF 

THE   BLADDER. 

The  irritation  of  the  bladder  fometimes  continues  after  every  other  fymp- 
tom  has  ceafed,  and  it  may  be  an  attendant  upon  all,  or  any  of  the  other 
continuing  fymptoms  ;  it  feldom  lafls  with  the  fame  violence,  although  it 
J.S  often  very  troublefome.  When  this  irritation  is  kept  up  with  the  fame 
violence,  the  bladder  itfelf  may  be  fufpected  of  being  difeafed ;  or  it  may 
arife  from  its  connexion  with  other  parts,  fuch  as  the  urethra,  or  proftate 
gland ;  for  a  ftridlure  in  the  urethra  coming  on  will  prove  the  caufe  of  its 
continuance,  and  a  difeafe  in  the  proftate  gland  will  do  the  fame. 

Neither  of  thefe  difeafes  will  probably  follow  tlie  gonorrhoea  fo  clofely  as 
to  keep  up  this  irritation,  though  perhaps  they  may  have  been  taking  place 
prior  to  the  gonorrhoea,  and  fo  contribute  to  its  increafe,  and  continuance ; 
which  may  probably  be  afcertained  by  a  hiftory  of  the  patient  preceding  the 
prefent  complaint ;  however,  before  the  bladder  Itfelf  is  attempted  to  be 
cured,  a  bougie  fhould  be  paffed,  and  if  no  ftrifture  is  found,  then  the 
proftate  gland  Ihould  be  examined,  as  fliall  be  defcrlbed. 

When  the  difeafe  is  in  the  bladder  only,  I  think  the  pain  is  principally  at 
the  clofe  of  making  water,  and  for  a  little  while  after.  The  cure  of  this 
fymptom  confifts  in  opiate  clyfters,  clcuta,  bark,  fea-bathing,  and  I  Ihould 
be  inclined  to  recommend  the  application  of  a  bllfter  to  the  perina?um  in 
men.  How  far  opiate  clyfters  can  affedl  the  bladder  in  women  as  they  do  in 
men,  I  am  not  certain. 
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VI.    OF  THE  REMAINING  HARDNESS  OF  THE  EPIDIDYMIS. 

This  fymptom  I  have  obferved  remains  long  after  every  other  fymptbm 
Is  removed,  and  may  continue  even  for  life,  but  feldom  or  ever  any  bad 
confequences  happen  from  it,  if  the  vas  deferens  is  not  rendered  impervious ; 
and  not  even  then  if  it  is  only  in  one  teflicle,  the  other  being  equal  to  all 
the  purpofes  of  generation.  As  this  is  the  cafe,  we  mufl  at  once  fee,  that 
no  certain  method  of  refolution  is  yet  known.  The  application  of  the  fleam 
of  hot  water  with  camphor,  may  be  tried,  efpecially  in  fuch  cafes  as  are 
not  difpofed  to  be  permanent ;  and  the  fcrotum  may  be  rubbed  with  mercu- 
rial ointment  joined  with  camphor.  But,  in  moil  cafes,  this  practice  will 
prove  too  tedious,  or  rather  too  inefficacious  to  be  long  perfifted  in^ 
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CHAPTER       I- 

OF  DISEASES  SUPPOSED  TO  ARISE  IN  CONSE- 
QUENCE OF  VENEREAL  INFLAMMATION  IN 
THE    URETHRA    OF    MEN. 

TH  E  gonorrhcea  produces,  or  at  leafl  Is  fuppofed  to  produce,  befides 
thofe  diforders  already  mentioned,  many  others  whicli  are  totally  dif- 
ferent from  the  original  difeafe.  How  far  they  do  all  or  any  of  them  arife 
in  confequence  of  this  difeafe,  is  not  clear  j  but  as  they  are  difeafes  of  the 
urethra,  and  are  both  numerous  and  import:.nt,  I  mean  to  treat  fully  of 
them  in  this  place.  If  any  of  thefe  difeafes  arife  from  a  gonorrhoea,  they 
are  mofi:  probably  not  the  confequences  of  any  fpecifie  quality  in  the  vene- 
real poifon,  but  are  fuch  as  might  be  produced  by  any  common  inflamma- 
tion in  thofe  parts,  as  was  obferved  of  the  continued  fymptoms. 

In  this  inveftigation  we  Ihall  find  fome  of  the  complaints  arifing  out  of 
each  other,  fo  that  there  is  frequently  a  feries  of  them.  Thus  a  ilrifture 
of  the  urethra  produces  an  irritable  bladder,  a  frequent  defire  to  make  water, 
increafed  ftrength  of  the  bladder,  a  dilatation  of  the  urethra  between  the 
bladder  and  ftridlure,  ulceration,  fiftulce  in  perina;o,  dilatation  of  the  ureters 
and  enlargement  of  the  pelvis  of  the  kidneys,  belides  other  complaints  that 
are  fympathetic,  fuch  as  fwellings  of  the  tefticle,  and  of  the  glands  in  the 
groin.  I  fhall  treat  of  the  difeafes  of  thofe  parts  in  the  order  in  which  they 
moft  commonly  arife. 

It  may  be  obferved  that  moft  of  thefe  difeafes,  efpecially  the  diminution 
of  diftenfibility  in  the  bladder,  attack  men  advanced  beyond  the  middle  age, 

although 
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although  many,  if  not  all  of  them,  are  at  times  found  in  younger  fubjeds, 
and  the  circumrtance  of  their  appearing  at  this  period  arifes  probably  ia 
fome  degree  from  a  long  habit  of  an  unnatural  mode  of  life  producing  many 
difeafcs,  fuch  as  gout ;  for  certainly  fuch  complaints  do  not  fo  frequently 
take  place  among  the  more  uncivilized  nations. 

The  moft  frequent  difeafe  in  the  urethra  is  an  obflruftion  to  the  paffage 
of  the  urine ;  it  happens  both  in  young  and  old,  although  mofl  frequently 
in  the  latter.  Before  I  begin  to  treat  of  this  fubjedl,  I  fhall  for  the  better 
underftanding  of  the  whole,  make  fome  obfervations  on  the  ufes  of  this 
paffage  in  its  natural  ffate. 

It  may  firft  be  obferved,  that  the  urethra  in  man  is  employed  for  two  pur- 
pofes.  On  this  occafion  I  may  be  allowed  to  make  the  following  general 
remark,  that  Nature  has  not  been  able  to  apply  any  one  part  to  two  ufes 
with  advantage,  as  might  be  illuftrated  in  many  inflances  in  different  ani- 
mals. The  animals,  whofe  legs  are  contrived  both  for  fwimming  and 
walking,  are  not  good  at  either,  as  feals,  otters,  ducks,  and  geefe.  The 
animals  alfo,  whofe  legs  are  intended  both  for  walking  and  flying,  are  but 
badly  formed  for  either,  as  the  bat.  The  fame  obfervations  are  applicable 
to  filh,  for  the  flying  fifh  neither  fwims,  nor  flies  well ;  and  whenever  parts, 
intended  for  fuch  double  fundlions,  are  difeafed,  both  are  performed  im- 
perfectly. This  is  immediately  applicable  to  the  urethra,  for  it  is  intended 
as  a  canal  or  paflage,  both  for  the  urine,  and  the  femen.  The  urine  requires 
the  fimplefl  of  all  canals,  and  of  no  greater  length  than  the  diftance  from 
the  bladder  to  the  external  furface,  as  we  find  the  urethra  in  women,  birds, 
the  amphibia,  and  fifh ;  but  the  paflage  for  the  femen  in  the  quadruped 
required  to  be  a  complicated  canal,  and  of  a  length  capable  of  conveying 
the  femen  to  the  female,  provided  with  many  additional  and  neceffary  parts, 
as  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethra,  mufculi  acceleratores,  Cowper's  glands, 
proftate  gland,  and  veficulce  feminales.  As  all  thefe  parts  are  to  ferve  the 
purpofes  of  generation ,  and  as  the  difeafes  of  this  canal  are  principally  feated 
in  them,  we  at  once  fee  how  much  the  urinary  organs  muff  fuffer  from  a 
connedlion  with  parts  fo  numerous,  and  fo  liable  to  difeafe  ^  and  what  adds 
to  the  evil  is,  that  the  aftions  of  the  urinary  organs  are  conffant,  and 
abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  wellbeing  of  the  machine,  whereas  the  eva- 
cuation 
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cuatlon  of  the  femen  takes  place  only  during  a  certain  portion  of  life,  is 
then  only  occafional,  and  "never  effentially  neceffary  to  the  exiftence  of  the 
individual.  The  force  of  this  obfervation  is  at  once  feen  by  making  the 
comparifon  between  the  inconveniences  that  attend  the  expulfion  of  the 
urine  in  the  male,  and  in  the  female. 

The  canal  of  the  urethra  is  liable  to  fuch  difeafes  as  are  capable  of  pre- 
venting in  fome  degree  the  palfage  of  the  urine  through  it ;  and  in  fome  of 
thefe  difeafes  the  palfage  at  lafl  becomes  completely  obftruded.  In  all  cafes 
there  is  a  diminution  of  the  fize  of  the  canal,  but  in  different  ways.  There 
are  five  modes  of  obftrudion,  four  of  which  are  difeafes  of  the  paffage  itfelf, 
the  fifth  is  a  confequence  of  the  difeafes  of  other  parts.  Three  of  the  for- 
mer are  a  leifening  of  the  diameter  of  the  paffage  ;  the  fourth  an  excrefcence 
in  the  paffage ;  the  fifth  arifes  from  the  lides  being  compreifed,  which  may 
be  done  either  by  exterior  contiguous  fwellingSj  or  by  a  fwelling  of  the 
proflate  gland. 


I.     OF  STRICTURES. 

The  three  firfl  I  fliall  now  confider,  of  which  the  firfl  is  the  true  perma- 
nent fl:ri(flure  arifing  from  an  alteration  in  the  ftrudure  of  a  part  of  the 
urethra.  The  fecond  is  a  mixed  cafe,  compofed  of  a  permanent  ftridurc 
and  fpafm.  The  third  is  the  true  fpafmodic  flrifture.  Mofl  obftrudions 
to  the  paffage  of  the  urine,  if  not  all,  are  attended  with  nearly  the  fame 
fymptoms,  i^o  that  there  are  hardly  fufficient  marks  for  dillingui filing  the 
different  caufes.  Few  take  notice  of  the  firfl  fymptoms  of  a  ftridure  till 
they  have  either  become  violent,  or  have  been  the  caufe  of  other  inconve- 
niences. For  inflance,  a  patient  fhall  have  a  conliderahle  flridure  without 
obferving  that  he  does  not  make  water  freely  ;  he  ihall  even  have,  in  confe- 
quence of  a  flridure,  a  tendency  to  inflammation,  and  fuppuration  in  the 
perinaeum,  and  not  feel  any  obftrudion  to  the  palfage  of  his  urine,  nor 
'fufped  that  he  has  any  other  complaint  than  the  inflammation  in  the  pe- 
rinaeum. In  all  of  thefe  obflrudions  the  ffream  of  water  becomes  fmall, 
and  that  in  proportion  to  the  obftrudion ;  but  this  fymptom,  though  prob- 
ably 
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ably  it  is  the  firft,  is  not  always  obferved  by  the  patient.  In  fome  the 
water  is  voided  only  in  drops,  and  then  it  cannot  efcape  notice;  in  others 
the  ftream  of  urine  is  forked,  or  fcattered :  under  fuch  circumftanccs  the 
paflage  ihould  be  examined  with  a  bougie ;  and  if  one  of  a  common  fize 
pafles  with  tolerable  eafe,  the  fifth  caufe  of  obflruftion  is  to  be  fufpedied, 
which  will  mofl:  probably  be  found  to  be  a  fwelled  proflate  gland ;  for  any 
other  caufe  that  can  produce  a  comprefllon  of  the  fides  of  the  urethra,  fuffi- 
cient  to  obftrud  the  urine,  will  be  known  to  the  patient,  fuch  as  a  tumor 
forming  any  where  along  the  canal,  or  an  inflammation  along  its  fides.  If 
therefore  neither  of  thefe  are  known  to  exifl:,  the  proflate  gland  fhould  be 
examined,  as  will  be  defcribed  hereafter. 

The  fpafmodic  obflrudtion  will  commonly  explain  itfelf  when  the  fymp- 
toms  are  well  invefligated  j  for  the  obflruilion  arifing  from  this  cauie  will 
not  be  permanent.  Thefe  obftrudtions,  but  more  particularly  that  from  a 
permanent  flricfture,  is  generally  attended  with  a  difcharge  of  matter  or  a 
gleet.  This  is  often  confidered  by  the  patient  as  the  whole  difeafe,  and  he 
applies  to  the  furgeon  for  the  cure  of  a  gleet.  The  furgeon  often  perfeveres 
in  attempting  the  cure  of  this  difeafe ;  but,  no  fuccefs  attending  him,  at 
lafl  other  fymptoms  are  obferved,  and  a  flridture  is  fufpe6ted  either  by  the 
furgeon  or  patierit.  In  difeafes  of  this  paffage,  and  alfb  of  the  proflate 
gland  and  bladder,  there  is  commonly  an  uneafinefs  about  the  perinaeum, 
anus,  and  lower  part  of  the  abdomen ;  and  the  patient  can  hardly  crofs  his 
legs  without  pain. 
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CHAPTER      11. 
OF   THE  PERMANENT  STRICTURE. 

IN  the  permanent  ftridlure*  the  patient  feldom  complains  till  he  can 
hardly  procure  a  pafTage  for  the  urine ;  and  frequently  has  a  confiderable 
degree  of  ftrangury,  and  even  other  fymptoms  that  happen  in  {lone  and 
gravel,  which  are  therefore  too  frequently  fuppofed  to  be  the  caufes  of  the 
complaint.  The  difeafe  generally  occupies  no  great  length  of  the  pafTage ; 
at  leafl  in  moft  of  the  cafes  that  I  have  feen,  it  extended  no  further  in 
breadth  than  if  the  part  had  been  furrounded  with  a  piece  of  packthread ; 
and  in  many  it  had  a  good  deal  of  that  appearance.  I  have  however  feen 
the  urethi-a  irregularly  contradled  for  above  an  inch  in  length,  owing  to  its 
coats,  or  internal  membrane,  being  irregularly  thickened,  and  forming  a 
winding  canal. 

A  ftridlure  does  not  arife  in  all  cafes  from  an  equal  contradlion  of  the 
urethra  all  round,  but  in  fome  from  a  contradlion  of  one  fide,  which  prob- 
ably has  given  the  idea  of  its  having  arifen  from  an  ulcer  on  that  fide. 
This  contradlion  of  one  fide  only  throws  the  paflage  to  the  oppofite  fide, 
which  often  renders  it  difiicult  to  pafs  the  bougie.  The  contradled  part  is 
whiter  than  any  other  part  of  the  urethra,  and  is  harder  in  its  confiftence. 
In  fome  few  cafes  there  are  more  ftridlures  than  one.  I  have  feen  half  a 
dozen  in  one  urethra  ;  fome  of  which  were  more  contradled  than  others  ; 
and  indeed  many  urethras,  that  have  a  flridlure,  have  fmall  tightnefles  in 
other  parts  of  them.  This' we  learn  from  fucceflive  refillence  felt  in  pafling 
the  bougie. 

Every  part  of  the  urethra  is  not  equally  fubjedl  to  ftridlures,  for  there  ' 
appears  to  be  one  part  which  is  much  more  liable  to  them  than  the  whole 
of  the  urethra  befides,  that  is  about  the  bulbous  part.    We  find  them  how- 

*  Vide  plate  I,  fig.  i. 
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ever  fometimes  on  this  fide  of  the  bulb,  but  very  feldom  beyond  it.  I  never 
fiiw  a  flridture  in  that  part  of  the  uret  ra  which  pafl'es  through  the  proftate 
gland  J  and  the  bulb,  befides  being  the  moft  frequent  feat  of  this  difeafe, 
lias  likcwife  flriiftures  formed  there  of  the  worfl  kind.  They  are  generally 
flow  in  forming,  it  being  often  feveral  years  from  their  being  perceived  be- 
fore they  become  very  troublcfome. 

The  fame  flridlure  is  not  at  all  times  equally  bad  ;  for  we  find  that  in 
warm  weather  it  is  not  nearly  fo  troublefome  as  in  cold.  Thefe  changes  are 
often  very  quick.  A  cold  day,  even  an  hour  of  cold  weather,  iliall  produce 
a  change  in  them ;  and  the  fame  flriiture  is  almofb  always  worfe  in  winter 
than  in  fummer.  However  tliis  obfervation  is  not  free  from  exceptions,  I 
knew  one  cafe  that  was  always  worfe  in  the  fummer.  There  are  other 
circumflances,  befides  cold,  that  make  a  ftridiure  worfe.  A  gentleman, 
who  had  an  ague,  always  found  the  ftriilure  increafed  durin^  the  fit.  It  is 
alfo  increafed  by  drinking,  violent  exercife,  and  by  the  retention  of  urine 
after  an  inclination  to  void  it  has  been  felt.  This  laft  caufe  is  often  fo  great 
as  to  produce  a  total  ftoppage  for  a  time.  It  is  fometimes  rendered  much 
worfe  by  a  fmall  calculus  pafiing  from  the  bladder,  of  the  formation  of 
which  this  ftridlure  was  probably  the  caufe.  The  calculus  not  paffing 
will  produce  a  total  ftoppage  of  urine,  the  caufe  of  which  can  hardly  be 
known  at  the  time ;  and  if  known  it  could  not  be  remedied  ^vithout  an 
operation.* 

It  is  impofilble  to  fay  what  is  the  caufe  of  that  alteration  in  the  ilrudure 
of  the  urethra  which  diminiihes  the  canal  :  it  has  been  afcribed  to  the 
efi:edls  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  often  to  the  method  of  cure.  But  I  doubt 
very  much  if  it  commonly,  or  even  ever,  arifes  from  thefe  caufes ;  yet  as 
moil  men  have  had  venereal  complaints  fome  time  or  other,  it  is  natural 
to  afcribe  the  ftricture  to  them ;  and  therefore  it  may  be  very  difficult  to 
refute  this  opinion.  Many  reafons  however  can  be  given  why  we  fhould 
fuppofe  that  it  is  not  commonly  a  confequence  of  a  venereal  inflammation. 
Striftures  are  common  to  moft  paffages  in  the  human  body ;  they  are  often 
to  be  found  in  the  oefophagus  3  in  the  inteftines,  efpecially  the  redtum  j  in 

*  Vide  plate  IV. 
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the  anus ;  in  the  prepuce  producing  phymofis  ;  in  the  lachrymal  dudl  pro- 
ducing the  difeafe  called  fiftula  lacrymalis,  where  no  difeafe  had  previoufly 
exifted.  They  fometimes  happen  in  the  urethra  where  no  venereal  complaint 
has  ever  been.  I  have  feen  an  inflance  of  this  kind  in  a  young  man  of  nine- 
teen, who  had  had  the  complaint  for  eight  years,  and  which  therefore  began 
when  he  was  only  eleven  years  of  age.  It  was  treated  at  firfl  as  flone,.  or 
gravel.  He  was  of  a  fcrofulous  habit,  the  lips  thick,  the  eyes  fore,  a 
thickened  cornea  of  one  eye,  and  the  general  habit  weak.  This  ilri£ture 
was  in  the  ufual  place,  about  the  membranous  part  of  the  urethra.  I  have 
feen  an  inflance  of  a  ftridlure  in  the  urethra  of  a  boy  of  four  years,  and  a 
fiftula  in  perinaeo  in  confequence  of  it.  They  are  as  common  to  thofe  who 
have  had  the  gonorrhoea  {lightly,  as  thofe  M'ho  have  had  it  violently. 

I  knew  a  young  gentleman  who  had  a  very  bad  ftriclure.  He  had  had 
feveral  gonorrhoeas,  but  they  were  fo  flight  that  they  feldom  lafted  a  week  ; 
nor  in  any  of  them  did  the  pain  extend  beyond  the  frsnum  ;  but  the  ftridlure 
was  about  the  membranous  part.  Cafes  of  this  kind  occur  every  day.  Tliey 
are  never  found  to  come  on  during  the  venereal  inflammation,  nor  for  fome 
time  after  the  infeftion  is  gone.  There  have  been  thirty,  and  fometimes 
forty,  years  between  the  cure  of  a  gonorrhoea  and  the  beginning  of  a  ftric- 
ture,  the  health  being  all  that  time  perfedlly  good.  If  they  arofe  in  confe- 
quence of  the  venereal  inflammation,  we  might  expedt  to  find  them  of  fome 
extent,  becaufe  the  venereal  inflammation  extends  fome  way ;  and  we  ilx)uld 
alfo  expedl  to  find  them  moft  frequent  in  that  part  of  the  urethra  which  i$ 
moft  commonly  the  feat  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  But  I  remarked  before, 
that  they  are  not  fo  frequent  there  as  they  are  in  other  parts  of  the  uretlira. 

It  is  fuppofed  by  many,  that  ftridlures  arife  from  the  ufe  of  injedions  in 
the  cure  of  the  gonorrhoea ;  but  this  opinion  appears  to  be  founded  in  preju- 
dice ;  for  I  have  feen  as  many  ftri'flures  after  gonorrhoeas,  that  have  been 
cured  without  injedions,  as  after  thofe  cured  with  them. 

Such  modes  of  accounting  for  ftri(flures  give  no  explanation  of  thofe 
where  there  has  been  no  previous  gonorrhoea,  or  where  the  gonorrhoea  has 
not  been  cured  by  injeftions  ;  and  indeed  if  we  confider  the  mode  of  cure  of 
ftriftures  we  muft  fee  that  an  injection  is  a  mild  application  to  the  urethra, 
compared  to  a  bougie ;  yet  a  bougie  has  never  been  fuppofed,  or  known  to  be 
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the  caufe  of  a  flriflure.  Further,  fome  have  injefted  by  miftake  very  irrita- 
ting liquors,  fuch  as  the  undihited  extract  of  lead,  and  cauflic  alkali,  with- 
out giving  the  leaft  tendency  towards  a  flriifture,  although  they  produced 
violent  inflammation,  and  even  floughing  of  the  internal  membrane  of  the 
urethra. 

By  many  they  have  been  fuppofcd  to  have  arifen  from  the  healing  of 
ulcers  in  the  urethra  ;  but  as  I  never  faw  an  ulcer  in  thefe  parts,  except  in 
confequence  of  a  flridture,  and  as  I  do  not  believe  there  ever  is  an  ulcer  in 
the  cafe  of  a  common  gonorrhoea,  I  can  hardly  fubfcribe  to  that  opinion. 


I.     OF  THE  BOUGIE. 

The  bougie,  with  its  application,  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  greateft  im- 
provements in  furgery,  which  thefe  laft  thirty  or  forty  years  have  produced. 
When  I  compare  the .  practice  of  the  prefent  day  with  what  it  was  in  the 
year  1750,  I  can  fcarcely  be  perfuaded  that  I  am  treating  the  fame  difeafe. 
I  remember,  when  about  that  time,  I  was  attending  the  firft  hofpitals  in 
this  city,  the  common  bougies  were  either  a  piece  of  lead*,  or  a  fmall  wax 
candle ;  and  although  the  prefent  bougie  was  known  then,  yet  a  due  pre- 
ference was  not  given  to  it,  or  its  particular  merit  underflood,  as  we  may 
fee  from  the  publications  of  that  time. 

Daran  was  the  firfl,  who  improved  the  bougie  and  brought  it  into  general 
ufe.  He  wrote  profelfedly  on  the  difeafes  fur  which  it  is  a  cure,  and  alfo  of 
the  manner  of  preparing  it ;  but  he  has  introduced  fo  much  abfurdity  in  his 
defcriptions  of  the  difeales,  the  modes  of  treatment,  and  of  the  powers  and 
compolition  of  his  bougies,  as  to  create  difguft.  However,  this  abfurdity 
has  been  much  more  effedtual  in  introducing  the  bougie  into  univerfal  ufe, 
than  all  the  real  knowledge  of  that  time,  diredled  by  good  fenfe,  could  have 
been. '    Such  extravagant  recommendations  of  particular  remedies  are  not  at 

*  When  lead  was  ufed  in  place  of  bougies,  it  has  happened  that  a  piece  of  the  end  has  broken 
off  in  the  bladder,  which  has  been  diffoived  by  injecting  quickfilver.  I  at  firfl:  fufpefted  that 
<quidcfdver  could  not  come  in  contact  with  lead,  while  in  water,  fo  as  to  diflblve  it,  but  upon 
making  the  experiment  I  found  it  fucceeJed. 

all 
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al  times  without  their  ufe.  Inoculation  would  have  ffill  been  pradtifed 
with  caution,  had  it  not  been  for  the  enthufiafm  of  the  Suttons.  Prepara- 
tions of  lead  would  not  have  been  fo  univerfally  applied  if  they  had  not  been 
recommended  by  Goulard  in  the  moft  extravagant  terms  ;  nor  would  the 
hemlock  have  come  into  fuch  general  ufe,  if  its  true  merits  only  had  been 
held  forth.  Improvements  are  often  over-rated;  but  they  come  to  their 
true  value  at  laft  :  Sutton  has  told  us,  that  the  cold  regimen,  in  extreme,  is 
infinitely  better  than  the  old  method ;  but  from  general  praclice  we  have 
learned  that  moderation  is  beft,  which  is  all  we  yet  know. 

When  Daran  publifhed  his  obfervations  on  the  bougie,  every  furgeon  fat 
to  work  to  difcover  the  compofition,  and  each  conceived  that  he  had  found 
it  out,  from  the  bougies  he  had  made  producing  the  effeifls  defcribed  by 
Daran.  It  never  occurred  to  them  that  any  extraneous  body,  of  the  fame 
fhape  and  confiftence,  would  do  the  fame  thing. 

II.      OF    THE    TREATMENT    OF    THE    PERMANENT 

STRICTURE. 

The  cure  of  the  permanent  ftrifture  is,  I  believe,  to  be  accompliflied  only 
by  local  applications.  Mercury  has  been  given  upon  the  erroneous  fuppofi- 
tion  of  its  being  venereal ;  but  without  fuccefs.  The  cure  is  cither  a  dila- 
tation of  the  contracted  part,  or  a  deflrudlion  of  it  by  ulceration,  or  efcharo- 
tics.  The  dilatation  is  performed  by  the  bougie;  and  this  is  feldom  or  ever 
more  than  a  temporary  cure ;  for  although  the  paffage  may  be  dilated  fuffi- 
ciently  for  the  urine  to  pafs,  yet  there  is  always  the  original  tendency  to 
contraftion,  which  generally  recurs  fooner  or  later*.    The  ulcerative  procels 

*  In  cafes  of  ftrifture,  when  a  patient  applies  for  relief,  it  may  often  be  proper  to  inquire  into 
the  hiftory  of  the  cafe,  previous  to  the  palTing  of  a  bougie  ;  efpecially  to  inquire  if  he  ever  ufed 
bougies  before;  if  he  has,  tlien  to  inquire  into  the  refuk  ;  if  they  pailed  readily,  or  if  tlicy  did  not 
paft  the  ftrifture  at  all :  if  the  firft,  then  nothing  further  need  be  afked  ;  but  if  the  lall,  then  to 
inquire  if  he  or  his  furgeon  obferved  that  they  were  gaining  ground  witli  the  bougie,  viz.  If  the 
bougie  went  further  in  before  it  was  left  oft"  thaji  at  firfl: ;  if  fo,  then  to  afk  hiin  how  far.  If 
they  have  vifibly  gained  ground  without  getting  through  the  ftridture,  I  am  afraid  that  the  ufe  of 
the  bougie  muft  not  be  purfued,  becaufe  it  is  moft  probable  that  a  new  paiTage  has  been  formet^ 
which  makes  the  pafling  of  the  bougie  into  the  ftriflure  impolTible. 

is 
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is  alfo  effc6ted  by  a  bougie,  and  the  deftrudioa  by  efcharotics,  is  by  means 
of  candies.  It  often  happens  in  fbritlurcs,  that  the  palTage  is  h  diminifhed 
as  hardly  to  allow  any  water  to  pafs,  producing  often  a  total  ftoppage ;  nor 
will  a  bougie  immediately  pafs  ;  and  if  it  can  be  made  to  pafs,  yet  no  water 
follows  it  when  withdrawn.  In  fuch  cafes  therefore  we  muft  have  recourfe 
to  the  means  that  afford  a  temporaiy  relief  j  fuch  as  the  warm  bath,  which 
counteracH-s  the  effedls  of  cold,  and  quiets  any  fpafms  that  may  have  taken 
place  in  the  parts,  and  clyfters  with  opium,  which  have  flill  more  efFedt. 
Producing  an  evacuation  by  ftool,  often  leflens  the  fpafm ;  for  a  fpafmodic 
fuppreffion  of  urine  frequently  arifes  from  a  conftipation,  even  wliere  there 
is  no  ftridure. 

The  cure  by  dilatation  is,  I  imagine,  principally  mechanical,  when  per- 
formed by  bougies,  the  powers  of  which  are  in  general  thofe  of  a  wedge. 
However,  the  ultimate  effect  of  them  is  not  always  fo  fimple,  as  that  of  a 
wedge  upon  inanimate  matter  j  for  preiTure  produces  adlion  of  the  animal 
powers,  either  to  adapt  the  parts  to  their  new  polition,  or  to  recede  by  ul- 
ceration, which  gives  us  two  very  different  effedts  of  a  bougie,  and  of  courfe 
two  different  intentions  in  applying  them  ;  one  to  produce  dilatation,  the 
other  ulceration  ;  which  lafl  is  not  always  fo  readily  effcdled. 

It  generally  happens,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  that  the  dilcafe  has 
gone  confiderable  lengths  before  application  has  been  made  for  a  cure,  and 
therefore  the  ftridlure  has  become  confiderable,  in  fo  much  that  it  is  often 
with  great  difficulty  that  a  fmall  bougie  can  be  made  to  pafs.  If  the  cafe 
is  fuch  as  will  readily  admit  the  end  of  a  fmall  bougie  to  pafs,  let  it  be  ever 
fo  fmall,  the  cure  is  then  in  our  power.  It  often  happens,  however,  that 
the  {lrid:ure  is  fuch,  as  will  refift  the  paffing  of  a  fmall  bougie  at  iirfl,  and 
even  after  repeated  trials.  Yet  it  is  neceifary  to  perfevere  with  the  fmall 
bougie  ;  for  fometimes  it  happens,  that  the  pallage  through  the  flridlure  is 
not  in  a  line  with  the  urethra  itfelf,  which  of  courfe  obflruds  the  bouo-ie: 
fuch  ilridlures,  I  fulpe<fl,  are  not  equally  placed  all  round  fo  as  to  throw  the 
fmall  paflage  remaining  into  the  centre  of  the  canal. 

In  many  cafes,  where  the  ftridlure  is  very  confiderable,  much  trouble  is 
given  by  occafional  fpafms,  which  will  either  refift  the  bougie  altogether,  or 
only  let  a  very  fmall  one  pafs  ;  though  at  another  time  they  wiil  admit 

one 
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one  larger.  In  fuch  cafes  I  have  been  able  to  get  the  point  of  the  bougie 
fometimes  to  enter,  by  rubbing  the  perinseum  externally  with  the  finger  of 
one  hand,  while  I  pufhed  the  bougie  on  with  the  other.  This,  though  it 
does  not  always  fucceed,  yet  is  worth  the  trial.  Whether  it  alters  the  po- 
fition  of  the  ftridiure,  fo  as  to  give  entrance  to  the  point  of  the  bougie,  or  by 
fympathy  removes  the  fpafm,  I  will  not  abfolutely  determine ;  but,  I  be- 
lieve, it  rather  ads  by  fympathy.  In  fuch  cafes  of  fpafm  in  the  ftriclure,  I 
have  often  fucceeded  by  letting  the  bougie  remain  a  little  while  clofe  to  the 
ftridture,  and  then  pufhing  it  on  ;  this  mode  fo  often  fucceeds,  that  it  fliould 
always  be  attempted  when  the  bougie  does  not  pafs,  or  only  paiTes  occa- 
fionally.  This  will  be  mentioned  more  fully  when  we  ihall  confider  the 
fpafmodic  ftridlure. 

The  fpafm  may  probably  be  taken  off  by  dipping  the  glans  penis  into 
cold  water,  which  fucceeds  fometimes  in  the  common  ftrangury ;  but  this 
cannot  be  fo  eafily  done  while  a  bougie  is  in  the  paflage. 

In  cafes  of  a  permanent  ilridlure,  though  the  bougie  does  not  at  firft  pafs, 
yet,  after  repeated  trials,  it  will  every  now  and  then  find  its  way,  which 
helps  to  render  a  future  trial  more  certain  and  eafy.  It  however  too  often 
happens  that  the  future  fuccefs  does  not  immediately  depend  upon  palling 
the  bougie  once  or  twice ;  for  it  fliall  pafs  to-day  and  not  to-morrow ;  and 
this  uncertainty  fhall  laft  for  weeks,  notwithftanding  every  trial  we  can 
make  ;  yet  I  may  obferve,  that  in  general  its  introduftion  becomes  gradually 
lefs  difficult,  and  therefore  in  no  cafe  fliould  we  defpair  of  fuccefs.  It  is 
imagined  by  fome  that  the  beil:  time  for  trial  in  thefe  cafes  is  jufi:  after 
making  water,  as  the  paffage  is  fuppofed  to  be  clear  and  more  in  a  ftraight 
line ;  but  this  is  not  confirmed  by  pradlice. 

It  is  not  an  eafy  matter  in  cafes  where  the  paffage  is  very  fmall,  to  know 
whether  the  bougie  has  entered  the  flridure  or  not ;  for  fuch  flender  bougies 
as  muft  generally  be  ufed  at  firll:,  bend,  fo  very  eafily,  that  the  introducer  is 
apt  to  think  it  is  paffmg,  while  it  is  only  bending.  A  furgeon,  however, 
fliould  in  general  firft  make  himfelf  acquainted  with  the  fituation  of  the 
ftrifture,  by  a  common  fized  bougie,  and  afterwards  make  ufe  of  a  fmaller 
one,  and  when  he  comes  to  the  fiiridure,  pulh  gently,  and  for  a  little  time 
only.    If  the  bougie  has  paffed  further  into  the  penis,  he  will  know  how  far 

it 
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it  lias  entered  the  ftridlure  by  taking  off  the  prefTure  from  the  bougie  ;  for 
if  it  recoil  he  may  be  fure  that  it  has  not  palfed,  at  lead:  has  not  pafled  far 
but  only  bent ;  for  the  natural  elafticity  of  the  bougie,  and  the  diredion  of 
the  palTage  having  been  altered  by  it,  will  force  it  back  again.  But  if  it 
remain  fixed,  and  do  not  recoil,  he  may  be  fure  that  it  has  entered  the 
flrifture. 

In  ufing  a  very  fmall  bougie,  however,  thcfe  obfervations  are  not  fo  ap- 
plicable, for  it  may  be  bending,  or  bent,  without  being  perceptible.  It 
often  happens,  that  a  bougie  will  enter  only  a  little  way,  perhaps  not  more 
than  one  tenth  of  an  inch,  and  then  bend  if  the  prefTure  be  continued.  To 
determine  whetlier  this  be  the  cafe,  it  is  neceffary  to  withdraw  the  bougie 
and  examine  its  end ;  if  the  end  be  blunted,  we  may  be  fure  the  bougie 
has  not  entered  in  the  leaft ;  but  if  it  be  flattened  for  an  eighth  or  tenth  of 
an  inch,  or  grooved,  or  have  its  outer  waxy  coat  puflied  up  for  that  length; 
or  if  there  be  a  circular  imprefTion  made  upon  the  bougie,  where  the  ftric- 
ture  is,  or  only  a  dent  on  one  fide,  both  of  which  lall  I  fufpeA  arife  from 
fpafm  at  the  time,  we  may  then  be  fure  that  it  has  pafled  as  far  as  thefe 
.appearances  extend.  It  becomes  then  neceflary  to  introduce  another  exaftly 
of  the  fame  fize,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  and  to  let  it  remain  as  long  as 
the  patient  can  bear  it,  or  convenience  will  allow  j  and  by  repeating  this 
we  may  overcome  the  ftrifture.  Sometimes  we  can  judge  of  its  having  en- 
tered the  fl:ridlure,  by  pulling  it  gently  out ;  for  if  it  fl:ick  a  little  at  the  firfl: 
pull,  we  may  be  certain  it  has  entered ;  but  the  appearance  of  the  bougie 
itfelf  will  give  the  beft  information.*  In  fuch  cafes  I  have  always  directed 
my  patient  to  preferve  the  bougie  for  my  inlpecftion,  exadlly  in  the  fame  form 

*  It  maybe  remarked,  that  there  are  fome  lacunae  (Vide  plate  I,  fig.  2.)  near,  and  alfo  a 
little  way  from  the  glans  penis,  which  often  flop  the  bougie,  and  give  at  firft  the  idea  of  a 
itri(Sure.  I  ha\e  known  them  taken  for  fuch  ;  and  when  the  bougie  ftops  fo  near  to  the  glans 
this  is  to  be  fufpeiSled,  and  therefore  we  fliould  vary  the  direflion  of  the  point  of  the  bougie, 
bearing  it  againft  the  under  fide  of  the  urethra.  When  the  bougie  ftops  in  one  of  thofe  lacunae 
I  think  that  the  patient  appears  to  have  more  pain  than  from  a  real  ftricture.  The  valvular  part 
of  the  proftate  gland  formed  by  difeafe,  (Vide  plate  V.)  very  often  obftruds  the  bougie,  and  Ls 
taken  for  a  ftri£ture  by  thofe  who  are  not  well  acquainted  with  the  different  obftruftions  in  this 
canal ;  and  by  thofe  who  are,  it  is  a  means  of  difcovering  difeafe  in  this  part ;  and  indeed  in  a 
natural  ftate  of  parts  I  think  I  can  afcertain  when  I  come  to  this  part  with  a  bougie. 

it 
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it  was  when  it  was  withdrawn.     But  when  it  pafTes  with  cafe  this  nicety  is 
not  necelTary. 

The  time,  that  each  bougie  ought  to  remain  in  the  paiTage,  muft  be  de- 
termined by  the  feelings  of  the  patient  j  for  it  fhould  never  give  pain,  if 
poffible.  To  go  beyond  this  point  is  to  deftroy  the  intention,  to  increafe 
the  very  fymptoms  that  are  meant  to  be  reheved,  and  to  produce  irritation, 
which  for  a  time  renders  the  further  application  of  the  bougie  improper. 
While  the  bougie  is  pafling,  if  the  patient  feel  very  acutely,  it  fhould  not 
be  left  in  the  urethra  above  five,  or  at  moft  ten  minutes,  or  not  fo  long  if 
it  give  great  pain ;  and  each  time  of  application  fhould  be  lengthened  fo 
gradually,  as  to  be  infenfible  to  the  feelings  of  the  patient,  and  the  irritabi- 
lity of  the  parts.  I  have  known  it  days,  nay  in  many  patients  weeks,  be- 
fore they  could  allow  the  bougie  to  remain  in  the  pafTage  ten,  or  even  five 
minutes,  and  yet  in  time  they  have  been  able  to  bear  it  for  hours,  and  at 
lafl  without  any  difficulty.  The  befl  time  to  let  it  remain  in  the  pafTage  is 
when  the  patient  has  leaft  to  do ;  or  in  the  morning,  while  he  is  in  bed, 
provided  he  can  introduce  it  himfelf. 

The  bougie  fliould  be  increafed  in  fize,  according  to  the  facility  with 
which  the  flrifture  dilates,  and  the  eafe  with  which  the  patient  bears  the 
dilatation.  If  the  parts  are  very  firm,  or  very  irritable,  the  increafe  of  the 
fize  of  the  bougie  fhould  be  flow,  gradually  ftealing  upon  the  parts,  and 
allowing  them  to  adapt  their  flrufture  to  the  increafed  fize.  But  if  the 
fenfibility  of  the  parts  will  allow  of  it,  the  increafe  of  the  fize  of  the  bougie 
may  be  fomewhat  quicker,  though  never  more  quick  than  the  patient  can 
bear  with  eafe.  The  increafe  fliould  be  continued  till  a  bougie  of  the  largefl 
fize  pafles  freely ;  nor  fhould  this  be  laid  afide  till  after  three  weeks,  or  a 
month,  in  order  to  habituate  the  dilated  part  to  its  new  pofition,  or  to  take 
off  the  habit  of  contracting  from  the  part  as  much  as  poffible  ;  but,  as  was 
obferved  before,  the  permanency  of  this  cure  can  feldom  be  depended  upon. 

Inftead  of  proceeding  with  the  caution  recommended,  it  has  been  pradifed 
with  fuccefs  for  a  time,  to  force  a  common  fized  bougie  through  a  flridure 
that  only  allowed  a  fmall  one  to  pafs.  This,  I  fuppofe,  either  tore  the 
flridture  or  weakened  it  by  ftretching  it  fiiddenly  fo  as  to  render  it  unable  to 
recover  its  contradtile  power  for  a  conliderable  time  after.     I  have  feen 
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where  this  has  produced  good  etfeds,  and  for  a  time  removed  the  permanent 
flridure,  and  prevented  Ipalm.  This  is  a  pradice,  however,  which  I  have 
never  tried  ;  having  always  preferred  the  mild  treatment  where  I. could  pafs 
a  bougie. 

I  have  known  the  pafTing  of  the  bougie  remove,  almoll:  immediately,  a 
fwclling  of  the  tcfticle,  which  had  arifen  from  the  ftridlurc ;  therefore  fuch 
a  lymptom  fliould  not  prevent  the  ufe  of  the  bougie. 

In  cafes  of  flriftures,  where  the  bougie  is  ufed,  the  patient  is  commonly 
in  other  refpedts  well,  and  is  with  difficulty  perfuaded  to  rellrain  from  his 
common  habits,  often  making  too  free  in  eating,  drinking,  and  exercife; 
which  are  all  in  many  cafes  pernicious,  more  efpecially  where  inflammation 
and  fuppuration  have  taken  place.  It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  the  furgeoa 
to  rellricfl  the  patient  for  fome  time  within  certain  bounds,  till  he  finds  by 
trials  what  the  parts  are  capable  of  bearing  without  producing  inflammation. 


III.     OF  THE  CURE  OF  STRICTURE  BY  ULCERATION. 

The  cure  of  a  ftridlure  by  means  of  ulceration  is  likewife  effefted  by  a 
bougie.  This  method  may  be  employed  both  in  cafes  where  a  bougie  will, 
and  where  it  will  not  pafs.  In  the  firft  cafe  there  Is  not  the  fame  necefTity 
for  ulceration  as  In  the  fecond,  becaufe  where  a  bougie  will  pafs  there  Is  no 
immediate  danger  arlfing  from  the  llridlure,  which  may  therefore  be  dilated, 
as  has  been  already  defcribed.  But  If  this  method  fliould  be  prefarred 
to  a  flow  dilatation,  which  allows  the  parts  time  to  adapt  themfelves 
to  their  new  pofition,  the  flriiSlure  may  be  deftroyed  by  producing  ulcera- 
tion in  the  parts,  efpecially  if  they  are  not  irritable,  but  admit  of  confi- 
derable  violence. 

When  this  Is  Intended,  the  bougie  fliould  be  Introduced  as  far  Into  the 
ftrifflure  as  poflible,  and  the  fize  of  It  Increafed  as  fail  as  the  fenfatlons  of 
the  patient  can  well  bear.  This  will  produce  ulceration  In  the  part  prefixed, 
which  Is  a  more  lafl;ing  'cure,  becaufe  more  of  the  ftrifture  Is  deftroyed  than 
when  the  parts  are  fimply  dilated.  I  believe,  however,  there  are  few  pa- 
tients that  will  fubmlt  to  this  pradice ;  and  indeed  few  will  be  able  to  bear 

it; 
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it  J  for  I  have  feen  it  bring  on  violent  fpafms  in  the  part,  which  have  pro- 
duced fuppreflion  of  urine,  and  proved  very  troublefome.  Therefore  as  there 
is  no  abfolute  neceflity  in  fuch  cafes  for  purfuing  this  method,  I  do  not 
recommend  it  as  a  general  pra6tice,  although  there  have  been  cafes  in 
which  it  has  fucceeded.  Where  this  method  is  to  be  pracrifed,  it  might 
probably  be  right  to  accuflom  the  paflage  to  a  bougie  for  fome  time  before 
fuch  violence  is  ufed. 

If  the  fmallefl:  bougie,  which  can  poffibly  be  made,  cannot  be  made  to 
pafs  by  fome  degree  of  force,  dilatation  becomes  impradlicable,  and  it  is 
necelfary  that  fomething  elfe  fhould  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the  patient;  for 
the  deil:ru£lion  of  the  ftriclure  muft  be  effecfled.  In  many  cafes  it  may  be 
proper  to  attempt  this  by  ulceration  of  the  part  j  for  we  find  from  expe- 
rience, that  a  flrifture  may  be  removed  by  the  limple  preffure  of  a  bougie. 
This  efFe(£l  muft  arife  from  the  irritation  of  abforption  being  given  to  the 
difeafed  part,  which  from  the  ftridlure  not  being  an  originally  formed  part, 
nor  having  any  power  of  refiftence,  equal  to  the  original  one,  is  more  fuf- 
ceptible  of  ulceration,  and  thereby  is  abforbed.  The  bougies  which  are 
only  to  produce  ulceration  in  confequence  of  their  being  applied  to  the 
ftrifture,  need  not  be  fo  fmall  as  in  the  former  cafes,  as  they  are  not  in- 
tended to  pafs ;  and  by  being  of  a  common  fize  they  will  alfo  be  more  cer- 
tain in  their  application  to  the  jftrifture.  The  force,  applied  to  a  bougie, 
in  this  cafe  fliould  not  be  great ;  for  a  ftri(fture  is  the  hardeft  part  of  the 
urethra ;  and  if  a  bougie  is  applied  with  a  confiderable  degree  of  preflure, 
and  left  in  the  paflage,  it  fometimes  happens  that  the  end  of  it  flips  off  the 
fl:ri(3:ure  before  there  is  time  for  ulceration,  and  makes  its  way  into  the 
fubfl:ance  of  the  corpus  fpongiofum  by  the  fide  of  the  fl:ri(flure  3  and  if  the 
preflTure  be  continued  flill  longer,  it  will  make  a  new  paflage  beyond  the 
flirifture  in  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethra;.*  This  more  readily  happens  if 
the  fl:ri6ture  be  in  the  bend  of  the  canal,  as  in  fuch  cafes  the  bougie  can 
hardly  be  applied  exactly  to  it,  not  having  the  fame  curve.  Such  milchief 
I  have  feen  more  than  once ;  and  fometimes  the  bougie  has  been  puflied  fo 
far  as  to  make  its  way  into  the  recflum. 

*  Vide  plate  II. 
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It  often  requires  a  confiderable  time  before  the  whole  is  fo  far  ulcerated 
as  to  admit  the  bougie,  and  this  tires  the  patient  and  almoft  makes  him 
defpair  of  a  cure.  In  this  procefs  great  attention  fliould  be  paid  to  the 
feeming  progrefs  of  the  cure;  for  if  it  appears  to  the  furgeon  that  he  is 
gaining  ground  by  the  bougie  pafling  further  in,  and  yet  the  patient  does 
not  make  water  better  in  the  leaft,  then  lie  may  be  fure  that  he  is  forcing 
a  new  paflage.'^ 

When  the  itridiure  has  fo  far  yielded  to  thefe  means  as  to  admit  a  fmall 
bougie,  the  dilatation  is  to  be  made  as  in  the  former  cafe  where  a  bougie 
paffed  at  firft.  Whenever  a  bougie  of  a  tolerable  fize,  palTes  with  eafe,  and 
the  parts  and  patient  have  become  accuflomed  to  it,  it  is  no  longer  necef- 
fary  that  the  furgeon  fhould  continue  to  pafs  it ;  the  patient  may  be  allowed 
to  introduce  bougies  himfelf ;  and  when  he  can  do  it  readily,  the  bufmefs 
may  be  trufted  to  him,  as  he  can  make  ufe  of  them  at  the  mofl  convenient 
times,  fo  that  they  may  be  applied  longer  at  a  time  and  oftener,  the  furgeon 
only  attending  occafionally.  This  praftice  of  the  patient  under  a  furgeon's 
eye,  by  which  he  is  taught  how  to  pafs  them,  becomes  more  neceflary,  as 
Itridures  are  difeafes  that  commonly  recur  ;  and  therefore  no  man,  who  has 
ever  had  a  ftrifture,  and  is  cured  of  it,  fhould  rely  on  the  cure  as  lafling, 
but  fliould  be  always  prepared  for  a  return ;  and  fhould  always  have  fome 
bougies  by  him.'  He  fliould  not  go  a  journey,  even  of  a  week,  without 
them ;  and  the  number  fliould  be  according  to  the  time  he  is  to  be  abfent, 
or  to  the  place  whither  he  is  going;  for  in  many  parts  of  the  world  he  can- 
not be  fupplied  with  them.  The  bougies  for  fuch  purpofe  fliould  be  of 
different  fizes,  as  it  is  uncertain  in  what  degree  the  difeafe  may  return. 

Bougies,  in  all  cafes,  from  their  fliape,  and  from  the  adion  of  the  parts, 
readily  flip  out,  whereby  the  cure  is  retarded ;  but  it  is  much  worfe  when 
they  pafs  into  the  bladder ;  which  can  only  take  place  in  cafes  where  the 
flridture  is  in  fome  meafure  overcome.  The  confequence  of  a  bougie  pafl"- 
ing  into  the  bladder  niufl:  at  once  appear  in  its  fullefl;  force  to  every  one ; 

*  This  makes  it  necefTary  in  all  cafes  of  fljiftures  where  bougies  will  not  pafs,  to  be  very 
particular  in  our  inquiries,  whether  the  patient  has  ufed  bougies  formerly ;  and  whether  there 
may  not  be  reafon  to  believe  that  they  had  taken  a  wrong  dirediou. 

it 
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it  fubjefts  the  patient  in  moft  cafes  to  be  cut  as  for  the  ftone ;  and  indeed 
if  it  is  either  not  foon  thrown  out,  or  cut  out,  it  becomes  the  bafis  of  a 
flone.  A  young  man  was  cut  for  a  bougie  only  a  fortnight  after  it  had 
pafled  into  the  bladder,  and  it  was  almoft  wholly  crufted  over  with  calcu- 
lous matter.  Bougies  have  been  known  to  be  forced  out  of  the  bladder 
along  with  the  water  by  the  adlion  of  that  vifcus,  and  in  feveral  folds.  It 
is  probable  that  the  bladder  in  a  natural  ftate  has  not  power  fufficient  to 
perform  fuch  an  aftion ;  but  we  fliall  fhow  that  in  cafes  of  ftriftures  where 
the  reliftence  to  the  pafling  of  the  water  is  very  much  increafed,  the  ftrength 
of  the  bladder  becomes  proportionably  greater.  This  happens  principally 
in  ftridlures  of  long  ftanding. 

Such  accidents  are  often  obferved  before  the  outer  end  of  the  bou2:ie  has 
got  beyond  the  projefting  part  of  the  penis,  but  even  then  it  is  difficult  of 
extradlion.  I  have  fucceeded  in  fome  of  thefe  cafes  by  fixing  the  bougie  in 
the  urethra  fome  way  below  its  end ;  for  inftance,  in  the  perinasum,  by 
preffing  againft  it  with  one  hand,  and  pufliing  back  the  penis  upon  the 
bougie  with  the  other  hand ;  then  laying  hold  of  the  penis  upon  the  bougie, 
removing  the  preffure  below,  and  drawing  the  whole  up  ;  and  by  perform- 
ing thefe  two  motions  alternately,  I  have  been  able  to  lay  hold  of  the  end 
of  it.  However,  this  does  not  always  fucceed,  for  when  the  bougie  is 
either  fmall,  or  becomes  foft,  it  will  not  admit  of  the  penis  being  pulhed 
down  upon  it  without  bending ;  or  if  the  thick  end  of  the  bougie  has  got 
beyond  the  moveable,  or  projeding  part  of  the  penis,  then  this  mode  of 
treatment  becomes  impradlicable.  I  have  fucceeded  in  thefe  laft  cafes  with 
the  forceps  for  extrafting  the  ilone  out  of  the  urethra ;  hut  if  it  has  got 
into  the  bend  of  the  urethra,  this  pradlice  will  ahb  fail ;  and  in  fuch  a  ftate 
it  would  be  moft  advifeable  to  pafs  a  catheter  down  to  it,  and  cut  upon 
that^  and  probably  the  abovementioned  forceps,  introduced  through  the 
wound,  might  then  lay  hold  of  its  end ;  or  by  cutting  a  httle  further, 
fo  as  to  expofe  fome  part  of  the  bougie,  it  might  be  eafily  extracted,  with- 
out the  neceffity  of  cutting  into  the  bladder.  This  part  of  the  operation, 
however,  would  be  very  difficult  in  a  fat  or  lufty  man. 

To  prevent  the  inconveniency  of  the  bougie  coming  out,  or  the  mifchicf 
of  its  paffing  in,  it  is  neceifary  to  tie  a  foft  cotton  thread  round  that  end  of 

tlie 
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the  bougie  which,  is  out  of  the  urethra,  and  then  round  the  root  of  the 
glans.  This  lafl:  part  fliould  be  very  loofe,  for  an  obvious  reafon  ;  and  the 
projedling  part  of  the  bougie  fliould  alfo  be  bent  down  upon  the  penis, 
which  makes  it  both  lefs  troublefome,  and  more  fecure. 


IV.  OF  THE  APPLICATION  OF  A  CAUSTIC  TO  STRICTURES. 

Whf.  N  a  bougie  can  readily  pafs,  there  is  no  neccffity  for  ufing  any  other 
method  to  remove  theftridlure:  but  there  are  too  many  cafes  where  a  bougie 
cannot  be  made  to  pafs,  or  fo  feldom  that  it  cannot  be  depended  upon  for  a 
cure.  This  may  arife  from  fevcral  caufes.  Firft,  the  ilridure  may  be  fo 
tight  as  not  to  allow  the  fmalleft  bougie  to  pafs.  Secondly,  the  orifice  in 
the  ftritlure  may  not  be  in  a  line  with  the  urethra,  which  will  make  it  un- 
certain, if  not  impofTible,  to  pafs  a  bougie.  Thirdly,  there  may  be  no  paflage 
at  all,  it  having  been  obliterated  by  difeafe,  and  the  urine  difcharged  by 
fillul^  in  perinsBO. 

The  firft  very  rarely  occurs,  for  if  the  paflage  in  the  flridlure  be  in  a  line 
with  the  general  canal,  a  fmall  bougie  will  commonly  pafs ;  and  although 
it  may  not  readily  do  fo  upon  every  trial,  it  will  be  fufhcient  to  make  way 
for  another  bougie,  which  is  all  that  is  wanted. 

Tl:ie  fecond  cafe,  where  the  canal  is  not  in  a  line  with  the  common 
palTage,  may  arife  from  three  caufes.  Firil:,  when  the  ilrifture  is  in  the 
bend  of  the  urethra,  although  the  paflage  through  it  may  be  in  the  centre 
of  the  canal,  yet  as  the  bougie  cannot  have  the  exadl  curve,  it  will  be  very 
uncertain  in  its  application.  Secondly,  from  an  irregularity  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  ftricflure,  which  may  throw  the  paflage  to  one  flde,  even  in  the 
ftraight  part  of  the  urethra;  and  thirdly,  from  ulceration  having  taken 
place,  producing  fiftulas  in  perinaeo,  which  often  make  the  canal  irregular 
in  its  courfe. 

The  third  cafe  where  the  application  of  the  caufl:ic  may  be  necefl"ary,  is 
where  there  is  no  pafl!age  at  all,  which  happens  from  ulceration  and  ab- 
fcefl*es  in  the  perinasum  opening  externally;  and  in  the  healing  of  them  the 
paflage  is  often  clofed  up  entirely.  In  all  the  abovementioned  cafes  I  have 
fucceeded  with  the  cauflic  beyond  expedation. 

If 
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If  the  obftruiflions  are  any  where  between  the  membranous  part  of  the 
urethra  and  the  glans,  where  the  cana]  is  nearly  ftraight,  or  can  eafily  be 
made  fo  by  the  introdudlion  of  a  ftraight  inftrument,  it  becomes  an  eaiy 
matter  to  deftroy  them  by  cauflic  j  but  if  beyond  that,  it  becomes  then  more 
difficult ;  however  at  the  beginning  of  the  bend  of  the  urethra  the  obllruc- 
tion  may  be  fo  far  removed  as  to  admit  of  the  pafling  of  a  bougie,  or  at  leaft 
to  procure  a  tolerably  free  palTage  for  the  urine.  I  have  feen  feveral  cafes  ' 
where  it  was  thought  necelTary  to  follow  this  practice,  and  it  fucceeded  fo 
well  that  after  a  few  touches  with  the  cauftic  the  bougie  could  be  paffed, 
which  is  all  that  is  wanted.  The  fuccefs  in  thefe  cafes  was  fuch  as  would 
incline  me  to  have  recourfe  to  this  practice  very  early  ;  indeed  whenever  I 
could  not  pafs  a  fmall  bougie  through  the  ftridlure.  I  look  upon  the  caullic 
as  a  much  fafer  method  than  ufmg  preffure  with  a  bougie,  for  the  reafon 
beforementioned,  that  is.  on  account  of  the  danger  of  making  a  nevv^  paflage, 
without  deftroying  in  the  leaft  any  part  of  the  obftrudlion. 

Moft  of  the  ftridures  which  I  ever  examined  after  death,  appeared  to 
have  been  in  the  power  of  fuch  treatment ;  however,  I  have  fcen  one  or  two 
cafes,  where  the  contradtion  was  of  fome  length  and  irregular,  which 
would  have  puzzled  me  if  I  had  attempted  the  cure  with  the  cauftic  ;  be- 
caufe  I  fhould  have  been  apt  to  fufped:  that  I  was  making  a  new  palTage  by 
my  gaining  ground,  and  yet  not  relieving  the  patient  by  the  removal  of  the 
fymptoms. 

I  have  often  tried  this  pradlice  in  ftridurcs  where  there  were  alfo  fiftulje 
in  the  urethra,  and  where  the  water  came  through  different  paflages.  Such 
cafes  were  not  the  moft  favourable  ;  yet  I  fucceeded  in  the  greater  part  of 
them,  that  is,  I  overcame  the  ftricflure  and  could  pafs  a  bougie  freely.  I 
have  feen  feveral  cafes  of  fiftulas  of  thefe  parts,  where  the  natural  pallage 
was  obliterated  by  the  ftrifture,  in  which  I  have  fucceeded  with  die  cauftic, 
and  the'fiftulous  orifices  have  readily  healed. 

It  does  not  happen  always  in  cafes  of  obftrudlion  to  the  paflage  of  the 
urine,  that  when  the  obftruftion  is  removed  by  the  cauftic,  and  the  water 
of  courfe  paffes  freely,  a  bougie  will  alfo  pafs.  This  I  apprehend  arifes 
from  the  cauftic  not  having  deftroyed  the  ftrifture  in  a  diredl  line  with  the 
urethra,  fo  as  to  allow  a  bougie  to  catch  the  found  urethra  beyond.    But 

this 
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this  appears  to  me  of  little  confequence,  as  it  is  as  much  in  the  power  of 
the  bougie  to  prevent  a  return  at  this  part  as  if  it  had  pafled  on  to  the 
bladder,"  for  if  the  water  flows  readily,  it  is  certain  that  the  cauftic  has 
gone  beyond  the  ftridlure,  although  it  may  not  be  in  a  diredl  line,  and  that 
the  only  rillc  of  a  return  of  obllrui^ion  will  be  at  the  old  llridture ;  but  as  a 
bougie  can  now  pafs  beyond  that  part,  it  does  as  muclxgood  as  if  it  palTed 
into  the  bladder ;  for  I  have  known  feveral  cafes  where  the  bougie  appeared 
to  have  the  fame  effed:  as  if  it  had  pafl"ed  on  to  the  bladder. 

The  application  of  the  cauftic  need  not  be  longer  than  a  minute,  and  it 
may  be  repeated  every  day,  or  every  other  day,  allowing  time  for  the  flough 
to  come  off.  But  there  are  other  caufes  that  may  prevent  the  repetition  of 
the  cauilic,  befides  waiting  for  the  feparation  of  the  flough ;  for  fometimes 
the  ufe  of  it  brings  on  irritation,  inflammation,  or  fpafm  in  the  part,  which 
frequently  occafions  a  total  fuppreflion  of  urine  for  a  time,  againft  which 
all  the  means,  ufed  commonly  on  fuch  occafions  to  procure  relief,  mufl: 
be  employed,  and  we  n:iufl:  wait  till  thefe  fymptoms  are  gone  off.  If  the 
patient  can  make  water  immediately  after  the  application  it  will  be  proper  j 
as  it  will  walh  away  any  caufl:ic  that  may  have  been  diflblved  in  the  paflage, 
which  if  left  would  irritate  the  parts.  A  little  water  injeded  into  the 
urethra  will  anfwer  the  fame  purpofe. 

About  the  year  1752,  I  attended  a  chimney-fweeper  labouring  under  a 
ftrifture.  He  was  the  firft  patient  I  ever  had  under  this  difeafe.  Not 
finding  that  I  gained  any  advantage  after  fix  months  trial  with  the  bougie, 
I  conceived  that  I  might  be  able  to  defl:roy  the  ftrifture  by  efcharotics^* 
and  my  firlt  attempt  was  with  red  precipitate.  I  applied  to  the  end  of  a 
bougie  fome  falve,  and  then  dipped  it  into  red  precipitate.  This  bougie  I 
pafled  down  to  the  ftridlure ;  but  I  found  that  it  brought  on  confldcrable 
inflammation  all  along  the  inlide  of  the  paflTage,  which  I  attributed  to  the 
precipitate  being  rubbed  ofl^  in  pafling  the  bougie.  I  then  introduced  a 
liiver  cannula  down  to  the  fliricture,  and  through  this  cannula  pafled  the 
bougie  with  precipitate  as  before.  Not  finding,  however,  that  the  patient 
made  water  any  better,  and  not  as  yet  being  able  to  pafs  the  fmallefl  bougie 

*  Having  lately  looked  over  fome  authors  on  this  difeafe,  I  find  that  this  is  not  a  new  idea. 

through 
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through  the  ftridure,  I  fufpefled,  that  the  precipitate  had  not  fufficient 
powers  to  deflroy  it.  I  therefore  took  a  fmall  piece  of  lunar  cauftic,  and 
faftened  it  on  the  end  of  a  wire  with  feahng  wax,  and  introduced  it  through 
the  cannula  to  the  flridlure.  After  having  done  this  three  times,  at  two 
days  interval,  I  found  that  the  man  voided  his  urine  much  more  freely. 
Upon  the  application  of  the  cauftic  a  fourth  time,  my  cannula  went  through 
the  ftridlure.*  A  bougie  was  afterwards  palled  for  fome  little  time  till  he 
was  perfedtly  well. 

Having  fucceeded  fo  well  in  this  cafe,  I  was  encouraged  to  apply  my 
mind  to  the  invention  of  fome  inftrument  better  fuited  to  the  purpofe  than 
the  beforementioned,  which  I  have  in  fome  degree  effefted,  although  it  is 
not  yet  perfectly  adapted  to  all  the  fituations  of  ftridture  in  the  urethra. 
The  cauftic  Ihould  be  prevented  from  hurting  any  other  part  of  the  canal ; 
which  is  beft  done  by  introducing  it  through  a  cannula  to  the  ftridture, 
making  it  protrude  a  little  beyond  the  end  of  the  cannula,  by  which  it  adls 
only  upon  the  ftriiflure.  The  cauftic  fhould  be  fixed  in  a  fmall  portcrayon. 
It  is  neceffary  to  have  a  piece  of  filver  of  the  length  of  the  cannula,  with  a 
ring  at  one  end,  and  a  button  at  the  other  of  the  fame  diameter  with  the 
cannula,  forming  a  kind  of  plug,  which  fhould  project  beyond  the  end  of 
the  cannula  that  enters  the  urethra,  by  which  means  it  makes  a  rounded 
end;  or  the  portcrayon  may  be  formed  with  this  button  at  the  other  end. 
The  button  being  introduced  into  the  cannula,  it  fliould  be  paiTed  into  the 
urethra,  and  when  it  reaches  the  ftridure  the  filver  plug  fhould  be  with- 
drawn, and  the  portcrayon  with  the  cauftic  introduced  in  its  place ;  or,  if 
the  plug  and  portcrayon  are  on  the  fame  inftrument,  then  it  is  only  with- 
drawing the  plug,  and  introducing  the  portcrayon  with  the  caufHc.  This 
plug,  befides  giving  a  fmooth  rounded  end  to  the  cannula,  anfwers  another 
good  purpofe,  by  preventing  the  cannula  from  being  filled  with  the  mucus 
of  the  urethra,  as  it  pafles  along,  which  mucus  would  be  colledled  in  the 
end  of  it,  dillblve  the  cauftic  too  foon,  and  hinder  its  application  to  the 
ftricflure.t 

*  Wifeman  had  the  fame  idea,  but  probably  the  clumfy  wa.}'  in  which  he  attempted  to  put  it 
in  execution  might  be  the  reafon  why  he  feems  not  to  have  purfued  it. 
t  Vide  plate  III,  fig.  i. 
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If  the  fbridiure  be  in  the  bend  of  the  urethra,  the  cannula  may  be  bent 
at  the  end  alfo  ;  but  it  becomes  more  difficult  to  introduce  a  piece  of  cauftic 
through  fuch  a  cannula,  for  the  plug  and  portcrayon  muft  aUb  be  bent  at 
the  end,  which  cannot  be  made  to  pafs  through  the  ftraiglit  part  of  the 
cannula ;  but  this  I  have  in  fome  meafure  obviated  by  having  the  cannula 
made  flexible,  except  at  the  end  where  it  is  to  take  the  curve.* 

After  tlie  bougie  can  be  made  to  pafs,  the  cafe  is  to  be  treated  as  a  com- 
mon ftridlure,  either  by  dilating  it  llowly,  or  by  quickly  increafing  the 
fize  of  the  bougie,  and  thus  continuing  the  ulceration. 

There  are  fometimes  more  flriftures  than  one ;  but  it  feldom  happens 
that  they  are  all  equally  flrong.  One  only  becomes  the  objedl  of  our  atten- 
tion. The  fmaller  ones  may,  however,  be  fufficient  to  hinder  the  paiTing 
the  cannula  to  that  which  is  to  be  deftroyed  by  the  cauftic.  When  that  is 
the  cafe,  thofe  fmall  ftri(ftures  are  to  be  dilated  with  bougies,  as  in  common^ 
till  they  are  fufficiently  large  to  allow  the  cannula  to  pafs. 

*  Vide  plate  III,  fig.  2  and  3. 
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CHAPTER      III. 


OF    STRICTURES    IN   WOMEN. 

OBSTRUCTIONS  to  the  urine  in  women,  I  believe,  generally  arife 
from  flridhire,  although  not  always ;  for  I  have  known  them  pro- 
duced by  compreffion  from  fome  adjacent  fwelling ;  and  they  are  common 
in  uterogeflation,  as  alfo  in  dropfical  or  fcirrhous  ovaria.  But  fuch  caufes 
are  commonly  known  long  before  this  effedt  is  produced,  by  which  the 
fuppreflion  is  eafily  accounted  for.  It  may  alfo  arife  from  excrefcences  as 
in  men. 

How  far  a  flrifture,  in  the  urethra  of  this  fex,  is  really  a  confequence  of 
a  venereal  inflammation,  I  am  not  certain  ;  but  I  fliould  fuppofe  it  is  not; 
and  for  ftronger  reafons  ftill  than  thofe  which  I  gave  in  fpeaking  of  the 
caufe  of  flri(flures  in  men  ;  for  I  can  fay,  that  none  of  the  ilridlures  that  I 
have  feen  in  women,  have  arifen  in  confequence  of  this  difeafe ;  at  leaft  I 
had  no  reafon  to  believe  that  they  did  ;  and  I  have  obferved  before,  that  in 
moft  women,  who  have  the  venereal  difeafe  in  the  form  of  a  gonorrhoea, 
it  feldom  attacks  the  urethra.  Therefore  if  we  find  a  ftridlure  in  a  woman, 
who  has  had  the  difeafe,  we  are  not  to  impute  it  to  that,  at  leaft  till  we 
can  afcertain  the  urethra  was  affecSed ;  and  even  then  it  will  remain  doubt- 
ful. 

Striftures  are  not  near  fo  common  in  women  as  in  men.  This  may  be 
owing  to  the  great  difference  in  the  length  of  the  two  canals  ;  but  more 
efpecially  to  the  canal  in  women  being  more  fimple,  and  intended  only 
for  one  purpofe.  The  ftridure  in  women  does  not  produce  fuch  a  variety 
of  fymptoms,  or  fo  much  mifchief,  as  in  men,  there  not  being  fo  many 
parts  to  be  affeded. 
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I.     OF  THE  CURE  OF  STRICTURES  IN  WOMEN. 

The  cure  of  ftridlures  in  the  urethra  of  women  is  fimilar  to  that  in 
men  ;  but  it  is  rather  more  limple  from  the  fimpHcity  of  the  parts.  There 
is,  however,  an  inconvenience  attending  the  pafling  the  bougie  in  women, 
that  does  not  occur  in  men,  which  is,  that  in  moft  cafes  it  mufl  be  pafled 
for  them,  it  being  hardly  poflible  for  a  woman  to  introduce  a  bougie  her- 
felf.  The  confinement  of  the  bougie  is  alfo  more  difficult ;  for  although  it 
can  eafily  be  prevented  from  going  into  the  bladder  by  bending  the  outer 
end  down  upon  the  mouth  of  the  vagina ;  yet  it  is  very  difficult  to  prevent 
it  from  flipping  out.  It  will  be  neceflary  to  have  a  bandage  of  the  T  kind 
paffing  down  between  the  labia  over  the  bend  of  the  bougie. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  cauflic  would  anfwer  extremely  well  in  fuch 
cafes  i  and  therefore  I  fliould  prefer  it  to  the  bougie,  both  for  convenience 
and  efficacy. 


II.    OF  THE  GLEET  IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  A  STRICTURE. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  it  happens  generally,  if  not  always,  that 
there  is  a  gleet  when  there  is  a  flrifture  in  the  urethra.  This  I  fuppofe  to 
arife  from  the  irritation  produced  in  the  urethra  beyond  the  ftridture,  by  the 
urine  in  its  pafTage  diftending  this  part  too  much,  which  diftention  is  in- 
creafed  by  the  increafed  flrength  of  the  bladder.  This  fymptom  often  leads 
us  to  the  knowledge  of  a  flrifture,  or  at  leaft  gives  a  fufpicion  of  fuch  a 
difeafe  j  and  when  a  ftrifture  is  known  to  be  the  caufe,  no  attempts  fhould 
be  made  to  cure  the  gleet,  for  it  is  generally  cured  when  tlie  ftridure  is 
removed  ;  but  if  it  ftill  remains,  it  may  be  cured  in  the  manner  recommended 
in  the  common  gleet,  as  probably  arifing  from  a  caufe  different  from  flric- 
ture. 
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CHAPTER      IV. 

OF  STRICTURE   ATTENDED  WITH    SPASMODIC 

AFFECTION. 

THERE  are  very  few  flridlures  that  are  not  more  or  lefs  attended  with 
fpafms  ;  but  feme  much  more  than  others,  the  fpafm  being  in  fome 
cafes  more  the  difeafe  than  the  ftridture  itfelf.  But  real  ftriftures  are  at- 
tended with  occafional  contradlions,  which  make  the  paffing  of  the  urine 
much  more  difficult  at  one  time  than  another.  In  all  the  cafes,  that  I 
have  feen  of  this  kind,  when  not  attended  with  fpafms  the  difeafe  is  not 
formidable  ;  but  when  the  parts  are  in  a  fpafhiodic  flate,  the  fymptoms  are 
as  violent  as  in  the  fimple  ftridlure. 

As  this  is  a  mixed  cafe,  it  has  all  the  charafters  both  of  the  permanent 
and  fpafmodic  ftridlure  ;  for  the  urethra  in  fuch  circumftances  is  in  a  ftate 
limilar  to  what  it  is  in  the  true  fpafmodic  kind,  being  very  irritable^  giving 
great  pain  in  the  paffing  of  the  bougie,  and  often  rejedling  it  altogether,  as 
will  be  taken  notice  of  when  we  fhall  treat  of  that  difeafe. 

Upon  confidering  this  fubjedt  we  fhould  at  firfl  hardly  be  difpofed  to 
believe  that  the  fpafm  in  the  urethra  is  in  the  flricflured  part,  which  can 
fcarcely  be  fuppofed  capable  of  contraiftion  ;  and  it  might  therefore  natu- 
rally be  referred  to  the  found  part  of  the  urethra,  as  being  brought  on  by 
the  waters  not  flowing  freely.  If  this  is  a  juft  mode  of  accounting  for  it, 
we  muft  fuppofe  that  the  contraction  is  behind  the  flridure,  that  being  the 
only  part  dilated  by  the  water  i  and  fuch  urethras  being  very  irritable,  that 
part  may  contrad:  fo  as  to  ftop  the  flowing  of  the  water  altogether.  But 
fome  circumflances  that  occur  in  pradice,  give  reafon  to  believe  that  fuch 
ftridlures  have  the  power  of  contradlion  ;  for  we  find  the  bougie  grafped  by 
the  flridture  when  allowed  to  remain  fome  time  j  and  the  circumftance  of 
the  ftrifftured  parts  refilling  the  bougie,  at  times,  is  aUb  a  proof  of  the  lame. 

There 
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There  is  fometimes  this  iingular  circumftancc  attending  thefe  cafes,  that 
when  there  arilcs  a  gonorrhcta,  or  any  other  dilcharge  of  matter  from  the 
urethra,  or  an  increafc  of  an  old  gleet,  the  palfage  becomes  free,  and  allows 
the  urine  to  pafs  as  ufiial ;  but  fuch  relief  is  uncertain  and  only  temporary  ; 
for  whenever  the  difcharge  ceafes  the  fpafmodic  affection  returns,  I  think, 
it  is  probable  that  it  is  only  the  fpafm  that  is  affedled  by  the  difcharge,  and 
not  the  real  ftridlure.  Two  remarkable  cafes  of  this  kind  fell  under  my 
obfervation,  which  I  fliall  now  relate. 

A  gentleman  had  for  a  long  time  a  complaint  in  the  urethra,  attended 
•with  a  ftriifture,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be  originally  from  a  venereal  com- 
plaint. It  was  often  attended  with  a  difcharge,  which  always  produced  a 
flight  fever  on  its  coming  on  ;  but  while  the  difcharge  laftcd,  the  difficulty 
of  making  water  was  relieved,  and  that  in  proportion  to  the  grcatnefs  of 
the  difcharge  j  and  whenever  he  got  a  frefli  gonorrhoea  the  fame  thing  hap- 
pened. 

.  Another  gentleman  had  a  difficulty  in  making  water,- fuppofed  to  arife 
from  a  flriclure.  It  was  generally  attended  with  fuch  a  running  as  is  com- 
mon to  ftridures  ;  but  when  that  difcharge  was  much  increafed,  then  the 
ilridlure  was  lefs  in  proportion.  During  this  complaint  he  contraded  two 
different  infedions,  both  of  which  relieved  him  of  the  ftridure  for  the  time. 

As  this  is  a  mixed  difeafe,  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  treat  it  with  a 
bougie  for  the  real  ftridlure,  and  for  the  other  to  ufe  the  method  to  be  re- 
commended hereafter,  for  the  cure  of  fpafm. 

It  fometimes  happens  in  thefe  mixed  kinds,  that  a  bougie  does  not  imme- 
diately pafs,  but  is  rejedled  by  the  fpafm  ;  but  by  letting  it  lie  in  the  urethra 
almoll  clofe  to  the  ftridlure  for  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  minutes,  you  will 
often  make  it  pafs.  This  is  as  it  were  llealing  upon  it,  and  the  water  will 
often  liow  although  the  bougie  is  not  attempted  to  be  paffed  on.  It  is  often 
relieved  by  gently  irritating  injedions. 
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OF  SOME  CIRCUMSTANCES  ATTENDING  THE 
USE  OF  BOUGIES— THEIR  FIGURE  AND  COM- 
POSITION. 

IN  cafes  of  ftridlures,  where  a  bougie  is  ufed  as  a  wedge,  not  as  a  ftimu- 
lant,  and  where  a  ftridlure  is  fo  far  overcome  as  to  let  a  bougie  pafs  on, 
the  queflion  is,  whether  it  may  be  better  to  pafs  the  bougie  through  the 
whole  length  of  the  urethra,  fo  that  the  end  of  it  fhall  be  in  the  bladder, 
or  only  to  pafs  it  through  the  ftridlure  a  little  way,  fo  that  its  end  fliall  re- 
main in  the  urethra.  Nothing  but  experience  can  determine  this  queftion  ; 
and,  perhaps,  in  fuch  cafes  we  feldom  make  a  fair  trial,  generally  pufhing 
the  bougie  on  to  the  bladder  ^  though  if  we  obferve  the  confequences  of 
bougies  not  paffing  in  thofe  cafes,  where  they  either  cannot  pafs  far  beyond 
the  ftridlure,  or  not  at  all,  we  find  no  inconvenience  arifing  from  this  cir- 
cumftance,  except  when  they  are  applied  with  too  much  force,  fb  as  to 
make  a  new  paffage.  The  common  idea  is,  that  it  will  be  more  hurtful 
to  allow  the  end  of  the  bougie  to  lie  in  die  urethra  than  in  the  bladder ;  but 
this  feems  to  be  more  founded  in  theory  than  pradiice. 

Some  people  have  fuch  a  quantity  of  calculous  matter  in  their  urine,  or 
fo  great  a  difpofition  in  their  urine  to  depofit  its  calculous  matter,  that  it 
only  requires  the  prefence  of  aa  extraneous  body  in  the  bladder  to  become 
an  immediate  caufe  of  ftone ;  for  I  have  obferved  in  fome,  that  the  end  of 
a  bougie  cannot  remain  in  the  bladder  a  few  hours  without  being  covered 
with  a  cruft  of  calculous  matter.  Such  people  I  have  generally  advifed  to 
ufe  as  much  exercife  as  all  other  circumftances  will  allow. 

Bougies,  when  firfl:  introduced,  often  produce  ficknefs,  and  fometimes 
even  fainting,.     I  have  feen  a  patient  become  fick,  the  colour  leave  his  face, 

a.  cold. 
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fweat  come  on,  and  at  lalt  a  dcliqiiium  ;  but  all  thcfc  cffe<fls  foon  go  off, 
and  Iddom  return  upon  a  lecond  or  third  trial.  Tlicy  at  firfl:  produce  an 
irritation  on  the  urethra,  whicli  gives  pain  in  tlic  tinic  of  making  water, 
but  goes  oif  on  repetition.  They  produce  a  fecretion  of  pus  in  thofe  cafes, 
where  there  was  none,  and  generally  increafe  the  difcharge  where  there  is 
one  previous  to  the  application  of  them ;  but  this  effed  gradually  ceafes. 

It  frequently  happens,  that  fwellings  in  the  lymphatic  glands  of  the  groin 
arife  from  the  ufe  of  bougies  ;  but  I  never  faw  them  advance  to  fuppura- 
tion.  As  in  mofl  of  fuch  cafes  there  is  a  difcharge  of  matter  previous  to 
the  bougie  being  paiTed,  they  can  hardly  be  owing  to  the  abforption  of  mat- 
ter, but  muft  arife  from  fympathy. 

When  treating  of  the  llridurc,  I  obferved  that  it  was  often  the  caufe  of 
a  fwclling  in  one  or  both  tefticles ;  and  further,  that  the  paffing  of  a  bougie 
often  removed  that  complaint.  I  may  now  obferve,  that  a  very  common 
confequence  of  the  palfing  a  bougie  is  a  fwelling  of  the  tefticle.  This  alfo 
arifes  from  fympathy,  and  like  the  fwelling  of  the  glands,  is  a  common  effedt 
of  all  irritations  of  the  urethra. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  add  fome  obfcrvations  on  the  figure  and 
compofition  of  bougies.  They  ought  to  be  about  two  inches  longer  than 
the  diltance  between  the  glans  and  the  ftridiure,  or  more  if  they  can  pafs 
freely,  fo  as  always  to  allow  an  inch  to  bend  upon  the  glans,  and  another 
to  pafs  beyond  the  ftrifture.  The  thicknefs  fliould  be  according  to  the  lize 
of  the  ftridture ;  at  firft,  fuch  as  will  pafs  with  a  fmall  degree  of  tightnefs, 
and  this  fhould  be  gradually  increafed  as  the  contradled  part  enlarges.  But 
when  the  urethra  has  become  of  the  natural  fize,  the  bougie  need  not  be 
farther  increafed,  but  its  ufe  ftill  continued,  as  has  been  obferved. 

With  regard  to  the  Ihape,  they  fliould  not  taper  from  end  to  end  when 
very  fmall,  but  fliould  be  nearly  of  an  equal  thicknefs  till  within  an  inch  of 
their  fnialleft  end,  after  which  they  fliould  taper  to  a  point,  forming  a 
round  wedge  fitted  to  pafs  into  the  flridture  j  and  this  form  gives  them 
greater  flrength  than  when  made  to  taper  from  one  end  to  the  other. 

The  confillence  ought  to  vary  according  to  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  and 
fize  of  the  bougie.  If  the  flridture  be  near  the  glans,  a  ftiff  bougie  may 
be  ufed,  and  the  whole  may  be  made  to  taper  gradually,  becaufe  a  fliort 

bougie 
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bougie  will  always  have  fufficient  ftrength  for  any  prefllxre  that  is  neceffaryj 
but  if  the  flridure  be  more  deeply  feated,  as  about  the  bulb,  where  the  paf- 
fage  begins  to  take  a  curve,  the  bougie  mufh  be  a  little  thicker  in  its  body 
to  fupport  the  necefTary  preiTure.  If  the  ftridture  be  any  where  in  the  bend 
of  the  urethra,  or  near  the  bladder,  the  bougie  fhould  be  very  flexible, 
(although  this  is  contrary  to  our  general  pofition)  becaufe  in  this  cafe  it 
muft  bend  in  order  to  adapt  itfelf  to  the  curve  of  the  pafiage,  which  it 
ought  to  do  with  eafe  ;  for  when  it  bends  with  difficulty  it  does  not  make 
its  prelTure  upon  the  ftridture,  but  upon  the  back  part  of  the  urethra,  and 
therefore  does  not  enter  fo  eafily  -,  which  circumftance  makes  it  more  diffi- 
cult to  enter  a  ftrifture  near  the  bladder,  than  near  the  glans.  In  the 
compofition  of  the  bougie  the  confiflence  is  the  moft  material  thing  to  be 
confidered ;  the  medical  properties,  as  far  as  known,  being  of  little  confe- 
quence.  The  materials  of  which  they  are  commonly  made,  are  wax,  oil, 
and  litharge.  The  litharge  gives  them  fmoothnefs,  and  takes  off  the  ad- 
hefive  quality  which  they  would  have  if  made  of  wax  and  oil  only.  A 
compofition  which  anfwers  well,  is  three  pints  of  oil  of  olives,  one  pound  of 
bees  wax,  and  a  pound  and  an  half  of  red  lead,  boiled  together  upon  z 
flow  fire  for  fix  hours. 


I.     OF  A  NEW  PASSAGE  FORMED  BV  BOUGIES. 

The  greateil  evil  arifing  from  the  improper  ufe  of  the  bougie,  and  the 
mofi:  dangerous  is,  where  it  makes  a  new  pafiage.*  I  mentioned  before  that 
this  generally  arofe  from  an  attempt  to  produce  ulceration  by  the  applica- 
tion of  the  end  of  the  bougie  to  the  fi:rid;ure  in  cafes  where  a  bougie  could 
not  pafs ;  for  in  thofe  cafes,  where  a  bougie  pafles,  there  can  be  no  danger 
of  fuch  an  eftecft. 

This  new  pafiage  is  feldom  carried  fo  far  as  to  produce  either  an  increafe 
of  the  prefent  difeafe,  or  a  new  one,  although  fometimes  this  happens  ;  yet 
it  prevents  the  cure  of  the  original  difeafe,  for  it  renders  both  the  applica- 

*  Vide  plate  II. 
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tion  of  the  bougie  and  cauftic  to  the  ftridture  fo  uncertain,  that  a  continu- 
ance of  either  is  dangerous,  as  it  may  increafc  the  mifchief,  and  at  laft 
produce  very  bad  confequences. 

This  new  palfage  is  generally  along  tlie  fide  of  the  old  one,  when  in  that 
part  of  the  urethra  which  is  on  this  lide  of  the  bend,  and  it  is  made  in  the 
fpongy  fubflance  of  the  urethra ;  but  when  it  is  made  at  the  beginning  of 
the  bend,  it  palles  on  in  a  flraight  line  through  the  body  of  the  urethra, 
about  the  beginning  of  the  membranous  part,  and  goes  through  the  cel- 
lular fubilance  of  the  perenxum  towards  the  rcftum.  When  the  new 
paffage  is  made  between  the  glans  and  the  bend  of  the  urethra,  it  may  take 
place  on  either  fide  of  the  canal  equally,  in  the  fpongy  fubftance  of  the 
urethra,  between  the  canal  and  the  fkin  of  the  penis,  or  fcrotum ;  and  ia 
may  be  between  the  canal  and  the  body  of  the  penis.  The  fituation  of  it 
will  make  fome  difference  in  the  operation  neceflary  for  the  cure  of  this 
complaint. 

When  a  new  paflage  is  made,  I  know  of  no  other  method  of  cure  than 
to  open  the  part  externally  ;  and  the  opening  muft  be  made  in  that  part  of 
the  urethra  which  is  moft  convenient  for  coming  at  the  ftriilure  j  regard 
being  had  to  the  other  external  parts,  fuch  as  the  fcrotum.  If  the  flridlure 
be  before  the  fcrotum,  the  new  paflage  will  be  there  alfo,  and  therefore  the 
operation  muft  be  made  of  courfe  before  that  part ;  but  if  the  flricflure  is 
oppofite  to  the  fcrotum,  the  bottom  of  the  new  paflage  may  alfo  be  oppofite 
to  this  part ;  but  if  the  new  pafl^age  is  of  a  conflderable  length,  its  bottom 
or  termination  may  be  in  the  beginning  of  the  perinsum ;  and  in  either 
fituation  the  operation  muft  be  begun  behind  the  fcrotum,  or  indeed  may 
be  made  a  little  way  into  it.  But  if  the  ftrifture  and  new  paflage  are  in 
the  perinaeum,  then  the  operation  is  to  be  performed  there. 

The  method  of  performing  this  operation  is  as  follows.  Pafs  a  ftafr,  or 
any  fuch  inftrument,  into  the  urethra  as  far  as  it  will  go,  which  will  proba- 
bly be  to  the  bottom  of  the  new  pafl^age  j  and  that  we  may  be  certain  is 
beyond  the  ftriflure.  Feel  for  the  end  of  the  inftrument  externally,  and  cut 
upon  it,  making  the  wound  about  an  inch  long,  if  the  difeafe  be  before  the 
fcrotum  ;  and  an  inch  and  an  half,  or  more,  if  in  the  perineum.  If  the 
new  paflage  be  between  the  urethra  and  the  body  of  the  penis,  then  you 
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will  moll  probably  get  into  the  found  urethra  before  you  come  to  the  inftru- 
ment  or  new  paffage ;  if  fo,  it  is  not  neceffary  to  go  further  in  order  to  get 
into  the  bladder,  as  we  may  be  certain  that  this  part  of  the  urethra  is  behind 
the  flrifture.  Having  proceeded  fo  far,  take  a  probe,  or  fome  fuch  inftru- 
ment,  and  introduce  it  into  the  urethra  by  the  wound,  and  pafs  it  towards 
the  glans,  which  will  be  pafling  it  forwards  towards  the  ftrifture.  If  it 
meet  with  an  obflrudlion  there,  we  may  be  certain  it  is  the  ftriclure,  which 
is  now  to  be  got  through,  and  which  will  afterwards  be  eafily  enlarged. 
To  complete  the  operation,  withdraw  the  probe,  and  introduce  in  the  room 
of  it  a  hollow  cannula  forwards  to  the  ftridlure ;  then  take  another  cannula 
and  introduce  it  from  the  glans  downwards  till  the  two  cannulas  oppofe 
each  other,  having  the  ftridture  between  them  ;  an  affiftant  laying  hold  of 
the  urethra  on  the  outfide,  between  the  finger  and  thumb,  juft  where  the 
two  cannulas  meet,  to  keep  them  in  their  places ;  then  through  the  upper 
cannula  introduce  a  piercer,  which  will  go  through  the  ftridlure,  and  pafs 
into  the  lower  cannula ;  this  done,  withdraw  the  piercer,  and  introduce  a 
bougie  into  the  fame  cannula,  in  the  fame  way,  being  careful  that  it  pafTed 
into  the  lower  cannula :  then  withdraw  the  lower  cannula,  and  the  end  of 
the  bougie  will  appear  in  the  wound^;  lay  hold  of  the  bougie  there,  and 
withdraw  the  upper  cannula  over  the  bougie,  leaving  the  bougie  in  the 
urethra  ;  now  the  lower  end  of  the  bougie  is  to  be  diredted  into  the  urethra 
leading  on  to  the  bladder,  and  puflicd  on  to  that  vifcus.  It  may  be  further 
neceffary  to  lay  the  whole  of  the  new  paffage  open,  that  it  may  all  heal  up ; 
for  it  is  pofTible  that  this  new  paflage  may  often  receive  the  bougie,  to  be 
applied  in  future,  which  would  be  troublefbme,  and  might  prove  an  ob- 
ftrudlion  to  the  cure. 

If  the  new  paffage  be  between  the  fkin  and  the  canal  of  the  urethra,  after 
cutting  down  to  the  inflrument,  you  mufl  go  further  on  in  fearch  of  the 
natural  canal,  and,  when  you  have  found  it,  introduce  a  probe  into  it  to- 
wards the  glans,  to  find  the  flridlure  ^  and  when  this  is  done,  go  on  with 
the  operation  as  abovedefcribed. 

The  bougie  mufl  be  left  in  the  paffiige,  and  as  it  may  be  found  difiicult 
afterwards  to  introduce  another  readily  into  the  bladder,  the  longer  the  firfl 
is  allowed  to  remain,  fb  much  the  more  readily  will  the  fecond  pafs.     I 
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am  not  yet  certain  but  that  it  would  be  better  to  piiHi  on  the  hollow  can- 
nula at  firft,  and  keep  it  therefor  fomc  days,  at  leaft  till  the  inflammation  is 
over,  and  the  parts  have  adapted  themfelves  to  that  botly,  which  will  make 
a  bougie  pals  more  eafily  afterwards.  The  bougies  mult  be  gradually  in- 
<;reafed  in  fize,  and  continued  till  the  wound  is  healed  up. 

The  hrfl  cale  of  a  new  paflage,  formed  by  a  bougie,  which  I  ever  faw,. 
was  at  the  hofpital  of  the  third  regiment  of  guards,  about  the  year  1765. 
A  young  foldier  had  a  ftridture,  for  the  cure  of  which  he  had  bougies  regu- 
larly palled  for  near  half  a  year  without  any  relief.  The  bougie  had  gone 
further  than  at  firll  by  two  inches,  and  therefore  feemed  to  have  gained 
ground  on  the  flridiure.  This  feemed  to  juftify  the  continuance  of  the 
practice  ;  but  it  being  fufpedled  that  there  was  fomething  more  than  was 
then  underftood,  I  was  confulted,  and  without  forefeeing  what  was  really 
the  cale,  I  propofed  that  an  opening  fliould  be  made  into  the  urethra  where 
the  obflruftion  was,  and  carried  further  back  if  neceflary,  in  fearch  of  the 
found  urethra.  This  was  accordingly  done  in  the  following  manner:  the 
grooved  flafFwas  firfl  pafled  as  far  down  as  it  could  go,  which  was  to  the 
bottom  of  the  new  paflage  ;  the  fcrotum  was  pulled  up  upon  the  penis, 
when  the  end  of  the  flaff  was  prominent  towards  the  Ikin  a  little  way  above 
the  pcrinjEum,  and  there  an  incifion  was  made  on  the  end  of  the  ftaff  about 
half  an  inch  long  ;  this  difengaged  the  end  of  the  ilaff,  which  was  pufhed 
out  at  the  wound ;  then  fearch  was  made  for  the  other  orifice  which  led  to 
the  bladder,  on  a  fuppofition  that  that  orifice  was  the  ftridure  ;  but  none 
being  to  be  found,  we  tried  to  trace  it  by  blowing  with  a  blowpipe  into  the 
bottom  and  lov^'er  part  of  the  wound ;  but  no  orifice  could  be  obferved. 
We  then  began  to  fufpeft,  that  we  v/ere  not  in  the  urethra.  To  determine 
if  we  had  been  in  the  urethra,  I  began  to-  difleft  with  care  the  parts  at  the 
bottom  of  the  wound,  and  laid  bare  the  mufculi  accelera tores.  I  then  made 
an  incifion  into  the  body  of  the  urethra,  and  came  to  the  true  canal,  which 
v/as  eafily  dilcovered.  When  this  was  done  we  pafl"ed  a  probe  on  to  the 
bladder,  then  withdrew,  turned,  and  pafiTed  it  from  this  wound  towards  the 
glans  penis,  but  found  that  it  went  not  much  more  than  two  inches  thaf 
way,  and  then  flopped.  This  flruck  us  with  a  new  idea  of  the  cafe ;  for 
we  were  now  lure  that  the  end  of  the  flafF  had  not  been  in  the  urethra,  but 
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In  a  new  paffage  made  in  the  ipongy  part  of  the  urethra,  for  two  inches 
beyond  the  flrifture.  We  now  pafled  a  ftaif  from  the  glans  down  the 
urethra,  and  another  up  from  the  laft  wound,  to  fee  at  what  diftance  the 
ends  of  the  two  inftruments  were,  which  would  give  us  the  length  of  the 
ftridlure.  We  found,  by  taking  hold  of  the  urethra  between  the  linger  and 
thumb  on  the  outfide,  that  the  two  ends  were  clofe  together.  What  v/as 
to  be  done  next  was  our  confideration  ;  it  immediately  ftruck  us  that  we 
might  force  our  way  through  the  ftridlure  with  fafety.  The  gentleman  who 
affifted  me  in  the  operation  pafled  a  blowpipe  one-fifth  of  an  inch  in  dia- 
meter,, (being  not  fufficiently  furniihed  with  inftruments)  from  the  wound 
forwards  to  the  ftrifture ;  and  then  I  took  a  filver  cannula,  open  at  both 
ends,  which  had  an  iron  piercer  longer  than  itfelf,  and  pafled  it  down  to  the 
ftrifture  from  the  glans  ;  and  now  the  end  of  the  cannula  oppofed  the  end 
of  the  blowpipe,  and  they  were  almoft  clofe  upon  one  another.  They  were 
kept  in  this  pofition,  with  the  finger  and  thumb  applied  on  the  outfide  of 
the  penis,  like  fplints  on  a  broken  bone.  I  then  introduced  the  piercer 
and  puflied  it  on,  which  went  through  the  ftrifture  into  the  hollow  of  the 
blowpipe.  Great  care  was  taken  not  to  pufli  too  forcibly,  left  the  two  ends 
of  the  hollow  tubes  ftiould  flip  by  one  another,  which  they  would  do  if  not 
held  firmly,  as  adtually  happened  twice  in  this  caie  ;  but  we  fucceeded  the 
third  time.  I  then  puflied  on  the  cannula  through  the  ftridure,  and  with 
it  puflied  out  the  blowpipe.  The  next  objedl  was  to  pafs  a  hollow  bougie 
along  the  urethra  to  the  bladder,  to  do  which  the  fmall  end  of  it  was  in- 
troduced into  the  cannula,,  which  being  puflied  on  forced  out  the  cannula  at 
the  wound ;  we  then  pafl'ed  a  direcftor  into  the  other  orifice  of  the  urethra, 
leading  on  to  the  bladder,  and  put  the  end  of  the  bougie  into  the  groove  of 
the  director,  and  puflied  it  along  the  groove  to  the  bladder ;  and  before 
we  withdrew  the  director  we  turned  it  round  with  its  back  to  the  bougie, 
that  the  end  of  the  bougie  might  not  ftop  againft  the  end  of  the  groove, 
and  fo  be  pulled  out  again.  After  all  this  was  done,  one  ftitch  was  made 
in  the  urethra,  but  the  external  wound  in  the  flcin  was  left  for  the  pafl'age 
of  the  urine,  that  it  might  not  infinuate  itfelf  into  the  cellular  membrane. 
We  drefl'ed  the  wound  fuperficially,  and  applied  the  T  bandage,  which  was 
flit  to  go  on  each  fide  of  die  fcrotum,  ajid  juft  where  it  came  to  the  fcro- 
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turn  wc  tied  the  two  ends  together,  which  fiipportcd  the  fcrotum  ;inj 
kept  it  forwards  on  the  penis  j  and  the  two  ends  that  came  from  this  knot 
on  each  fide  of  the  fcrotum  were  tied  to  the  circular  part  that  came  round 
the  body.  The  patient  had  fonie  flight  fever  for  a  day  or  two,  and  the 
urine  came  partly  through  the  bougie  and  partly  by  the  fide  of  it  through 
the  wound.  A  fwelling  of  one  tefticle  came  on,  likewife  a  fwclling  of  the 
glands  of  the  groin,  pain  in  the  belly,  ficknefs,  and  at  times  vomiting,  all 
which  fymptoms  were  owing  to  fympathy,  and  entirely  went  off  in  five  or 
fix  days.  The  water,  in  nearly  the  fame  time,  came  entirely  by  the  na- 
tural paflage.  The  bougie  was  changed  from  from  time  to  time  till  the 
cure  was  completed. 
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CHAPTER      VI, 


OF   DISEASES   IN   CONSEQUENCE   OF   A  PERMA- 
NENT  STRICTURE    IN  THE   URETHRA. 

STRICTURES  In  the  urethra  produce  almoft  conftantly  difeafes  In  the 
parts  beyond  them ;  that  is,  in  the  part  of  the  urethra  between  the 
flridure  and  the  bladder.  They  bring  on  in  moft  cafes  a  gleet,  as  has  been 
defcribed,  and  often  a  confiderable  diftention  of  the  part  of  the  canal  beyond 
the  ftriilure ;  alfo  inflammation  and  ulceration,  and  in  confequence  of  them 
difeafes  in  the  furrounding  parts,  as  in  Cowper's  glands,  the  proftate,  and 
the  furrounding  cellular  membrane,  forming  abfcelfes  there,  and  at  laft 
ulceration,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  new  pailage  for  the  urine.  The 
bladder  is  alfo  often  affeded,  and  fometimes  the  ureters,  with  the  pelvis  of 
the  kidneys,  and  in  fome  cafes  the  kidneys  themfelves.  All  thefe  are  effeds 
of  every  permanent  obflrudion  to  the  urine ;  fome  of  them  are  methods 
which  Nature  takes  to  relieve  the  parts  from  the  immediate  complaints ; 
fuch  are  the  increafe  of  the  urethra  beyond  the  ftriilure,  and  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  ureters  and  pelvis  of  the  kidneys,  which  are  only  to  be  conii- 
dered  as  the  parts  accommodating  themfelves  to  the  immediate  confequence 
of  the  obftruaion,  which  is  the  accumulation  of  urine.  Of  thefe  com- 
plaints I  fhall  take  notice  in  their  order. 


I.  OF  THE  ENLARGEMENT  OF  THE  URETHRA. 

The  urethra  beyond  the  flrifture  I  have  obferved  is  enlarged,  becaufe  it 
is  mare  paflive  than  the  bladder,  and  yields  to  the  preflure  of  the  urine.  It 
is  naturally  paflive  while  the  bladder  is  adting,  by  which  means  it  becomes 
diftended  in  proportion  to  the  force  with  whicli  the  bladder  ads,  and  the 
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refiflancc  of  the  ftrifture.  Its  internal  furface  often  becomes  more  irregular 
and  fafciculated.  It  is  alfo  more  irritable,  the  diftention  becoming  often 
the  immediate  caufe  of  fpafms  in  that  part ;  and  thefe  fpafms  are  moft 
probably  excited  with  a  view  to  counteradt  the  effort  produced  by  the  adlion 

of  the  bladder. 


II.     OF  THE  FORMATION  OF  A  NEW  PASSAGE  FOR  THE 

URINE. 

When  the  methods  recommended  above  for  the  removal  of  flridture  have 
either  not  been  attempted,  or  have  not  fucceeded.  Nature  endeavours  to 
relie\'e  herfelf  by  making  a  new  palTage  for  the  urine,  which,  although  it 
often  prevents  immediate  death,  yet,  if  not  remedied,  is  produdlive  of  much 
inconvenience  and  mifery  to  the  patient  through  life.  The  mode,  by  which 
Nature  endeavours  to  procure  relief,  is  by  ulceration  on  the  inlide  of  that 
part  of  the  urethra,  which  is  enlarged  and  within  the  ftrid:ure.  The  ul- 
ceration commonly  begins  near  or  clofe  to  the  ftrifture,  although  the  flric- 
ture  may  be  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  bladder ;  therefore  we  muft 
fuppofe,  that  there  is  fome  circumftance  befides  the  diftention  of  the  urethra 
by  the  urine,  which  determines  the  ulceration  to  a  particular  part.  This 
circumftance  moft  probably  arifes  immediately  out  of  its  vicinity  to  the 
ftridture,  and  may  be  called  contiguous  fympathy.  The  ftrifture  is  often 
included  in  the  ulceration,  by  which  it  is  removed,  the  difeafe  cured,  and 
a  ftop  fometimes  put  to  the  further  ulceration  :  but  unluckily  this  is  not 
always  the  cafe.  We  may  obferve,  that  this  ulceration  is  always  on  the 
fide  next  to  the  external  furface,  as  is  common  in  abfceffes. 

As  this  ulceration  does  not  arife  from  preceding  inflammation  ;  and  as  it 
cannot  be  faid  that  the  urine  a6ls  exadlly  as  an  extraneous  body,  becaufe  it 
is  in  its  natural  paffage,  we  find  that  there  is  but  very  little  inflammation 
of  the  adhefive  kind  attending  thefe  ulcerations.  We  muft  allow,  however, 
that  the  urine  produces  the  ulcerative  difpofition  here,  like  matter  en  the 
infide  of  an  abfcefs,  although  not  fo  readily. 

Whenever 
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Whenever,  therefore,  the  internal  membrane  and  fubftance  of  the  urethra 
are  removed  by  abforption,  the  water  readily  gets  into  the  loofe  cellular  mem- 
brane of  the  fcrotum  and  penis,  and  difFufes  itfelf  all  over  thofe  parts,  not 
having  been  previoufly  united  by  the  adhefive  inflammation  :  and  as  the 
urine  has  confiderable  irritating  powers,  when  applied  to  the  common  cel- 
lular membrane,  the  parts  inflame  and  fwell.  The  prefence  of  the  urine 
prevents  the  adhefive  inflammation  from  taking  place ;  it  becomes  the  caufe 
of  fuppuration  wherever  it  is  difFufed ;  and  the  irritation  is  often  fo  great, 
more  efpecially  in  cafes  where  the  urine  has  been  allowed  to  become  very 
ftale,  that  it  produces  mortification  firft  in  all  the  cellular  membrane,  and 
afterwards  in  feveral  parts  of  the  Ikin ;  all  of  which,  if  the  patient  live. 
Hough  away,  making  a  free  communication  between  the  urethra  and  exter- 
nal furface,  and  produce  fiftul^  in  perinso. 

We  may  obferve  however,  that  the  want  of  the  adhefive  inflammation  in 
thefe  ulcerations  appears  to  be  peculiar  to  that  part  of  the  urethra  which 
lies  between  the  membranous  part  and  the  glans  penis  ;  for  we  find  from 
experience,  that  when  this  procefs  takes  place  further  back,  as  in  the 
proflate  gland,  a  circumfcribed  abfcefs  is  generally  formed.  This  may  arlfe 
from  the  difference  in  texture  of  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  parts,  the 
firft  admitting  of  the  diffufion  of  the  urine  very  readily  from  the  loofenefs  of 
its  texture,  the  other  producing  adhefions  before  the  urine  is  allowed  to 
pafs  ;  which  adhefions  afterwards  exclude  it. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  the  urine  gets  into  the  fpongy  fubflance  of 
the  body  of  the  urethra,  and  is  immediately  diffufed  through  the  whole, 
even  to  the  glans  penis,  producing  mortification  of  all  thofe  parts,  as  I  have 
more  than  once  feen . 

When  the  urine  has  made  its  way  into  the  cellular  membrane,  although 
the  ulceration  of  the  urethra  is  in  the  peringeum,  yet  it  generally  pafles  eafily 
forwards  into  the  fcrotum,  that  part  being  compofed  of  the  loofeft  cellular 
membrane  in  the  body.  V/hen  the  feat  of  the  ulceration  is  in  the  mem- 
branous or  bulbous  part  of  the  urethra,  ar*d  the  pus  and  urine  have  found 
their  way  to  the  fcrotum,  there  is  always  a  hardnefs  extended  along  die 
perinasum  to  the  fwelled  fcrotum,  which  is  in  the  traft  of  the  pus. 

.       U  The 
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Ulceration  cannot  be  prevented  but  by  deftroying  the  ftriclure  j  but  when 
the  water  is  in  the  cellular  membrane,  which  is  the  ftate  we  have  been  de- 
fcribing,  the  removal  of  the  flridure  will  in  general  be  too  late  to  prevent 
all  the  milchief,  although  it  will  be  neceflary  for  the  complete  cure  :  there- 
fore an  attempt  ihould  be  made  to  pafs  a  bougie,  for  perhaps  tlie  llridure 
may  be  included  in  the  ulceration,  (as  was  mentioned  before)  and  thereby 
allow  a  bougie  to  pafs.  When  this  is  the  cafe,  bougies  muft  be  almofl 
conftantly  ufed  to  procure  as  free  a  paflage  forwards  in  the  right  way  as  pof- 
fible.  Where  the  bougie  will  not  pafs,  I  am  afraid  that  the  cauftic,  a& 
defcribed  in  tlie  cafe-  of  a  flridture,  would  in  many  cafes  be  too  flow  in  its 
operation,  and  in  others  it  cannot  be  tried,  as  the  fituation  of  the  ftridlure 
is  often  fuch  as  will  not  admit  of  it. 

While  we  are  attempting  the  cure  of  the  ilrifture,  every  method  is  to  be- 
ufed  that  removes  inflammation,  particularly  bleeding.  Great  relief  may 
be  obtained  by  expofing  the  parts  to  the  fleam  of  hot  water ;  but  this  is. 
merely  a  palliative  cure.  The  warm  bath,  opium,  and  the  turpentines, 
given  by  the  mouth,  and  alfo  by  the  anus,  will  affifk  in  taking  off  any  fpaf- 
modic  affecflion  j  but  all  thefe  are  too  often  infufficient,  and  therefore  im- 
mediate relief  muft  be  attempted,  both  to  unload  the  bladder,  and  prevent 
any  further  efFufion  of  urine  into  the  cellular  membrane.  This  muft  be 
done  by  an  operation,  which  confifls  in  making  an  opening  into  the  urethra 
fomewhere  beyond  the  ftrifture,  and  the  nearer  to  the  flridlure  the  better. 

The  method  of  performing  the  operation  is  firil  to  pafs  a  diredlor  or  fome 
fuch  inftrument  into  the  urethra,  as  far  as  the  fti-i6lure ;  then  to  make  the 
end  of  the  inflrument  as  prominent  externally  as  poflible  fo  as  to  be  felt, 
which  in  fuch  a  cafe  is  often  difBcult,  and  fometimes  impoffible.  If  it  can 
be  felt  it  mufl  be  cut  upon,  and  the  incifion  carried  on  a  little  further  to- 
wards the  bladder,  or  anus,  fo  as  to  open  the  urethra  beyond  the  flricSure  j, 
this  will  be  fufiicient  to  allow  the  urine  to  efcape,  and  to  deftroy  the  flric- 
ture.  If  the  inftrument  cannot  be  felt  at  firft  by  the  finger,  we  muft  cut 
down  towards  it,  which  will  bring  it  within  the  feel  of  the  finger,  and  after- 
wards proceed  as  above-diretfted. 

If  the  llridlure  in  the  urethra  be  oppofite  to  the  fcrotum,  it  being  impof- 
fible to  make  the  opening  there,  it  muil  be  made  in  the  perinceum,  in  which 
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cafe  there  can  be  no  diredlion  given  by  an  inftrument,  as  one  cannot  be 
made  to  pafs  fo  far;  therefore  we  muft  be  guided  by  our  knowledge  of  the 
parts.  The  opening  being  made,  the  ftridlure  is  to  be  fearched  for  as  de- 
fcribed  in  the  operation,  in  cafes  where  a  falfe  palTage  has  been  made,  by 
paffing  a  probe  from  the  wound  forwards,  towards  the  glans.  The  other 
fleps  of  the  operation  will  be  nearly  the  fame.  In  wTiichfoever  way  the 
operation  is  performed,  a  bougie  muft  be  introduced,  and  the  wound  healed 
up  over  it.     In  my  opinion  a  catheter  anfwers  this  purpofe  better. 

Great  attention  fhould  be  ftill  paid  to  the  inflammation  which  arifes  in 
confequence  of  the  urine  having  been  diffufed  in  the  cellular  membrane,  as 
before  defcribed.  Where  the  inflammation  is  attended  with  fuppuration 
and  mortification,  it  will  be  necelfary  as  well  in  this  cafe,  as  in  that  where 
no  operation  is  required,  to  fcarify  the  parts  freely,  to  give  an  opening 
both  to  the  urine  and  pus.  Where  mortification  has  taken  place  in  the 
fkin,  the  fcarifications  fliould  be  made  in  the  mortified  parts,  if  it  can.  be 
done  with  equal  advantage,  and  this  with  a  view  to  prevent  irritation. 

In  total  fuppreffions  of  urine,  from  \vhatever  caufe,  the  urine  fhould 
never  be  allowed  to  accumulate,  and  fliould  either  be  drawn  off  frequently, 
or  a  catheter  fliould  be  kept  continually  in  the  urethra  and  bladder ;  be- 
caufe  we  fliould  on  no  account  allow  the  bladder  to  be  diftended  beyond  an 
eafy  ftate  ;  for  if  it  be,  it  always  brings  on  debilitating  and  alarming  fymp- 
toms,  as  paralyfis  of  that  vifcus.  In  many  fuppreflions  of  urine,  as  in  cafes 
of  ftridlures,  it  is  impolfible  to  draw  off  the  water.  In  fome  cafes  where 
the  urethra  is  ulcerated,  and  the  urine  gets  into  the  cellular  membrane  of 
the  penis,  and  prepuce,  fo  as  to  diftend  them  much,  producing  a  phymolis, 
it  becomes  impoffible  to  find  the  orifice  of  the  urethra.  The  following  cafe 
illuflrates  moft  of  the  preceding  doctrines. 

A  gentleman  of  a  fcrofulous  habit  had  often  had  venereal  gonorrhoeas, 
which,  being  fevere,  commonly  produced  fwellings,  or  knobs  along  the 
urethra ;  upon  which  account  he  was  advifed  to  avoid  this  difeafe  as  much 
as  poffible.  When  in  the  country,  in  November  1782,  he  was  attacked 
with  a  flight  cold  or  fever,  and  a  fmall  difcharge  from  the  urethra,  which 
he  could  not  determine  to  be  venereal.  In  this  ftate  he  kit  out  for  Lon- 
don, but  was  feized  on  the  road  with  a  fupprefiion  of  urijie,  which  detained 
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him  two  days  at  an  inn.  On  his  arrival  in  London,  I  found  him  feverifh. 
He  fpoke  to  me  only  of  a  difcharge  from  the  urethra  ;  but  as  I  did  not 
conceive  that  the  fever  could  arife  from  that  caufe,  I  dcfired  him  to  be  eafy 
on  that  account.  He  was  taken  with  a  fliivering  fit,  which  made  us  fufped: 
it  might  terininate  in  an  intermittent,  and  we  waited  for  the  rcfult.  He 
flill  complained  of  the  difcharge,  and  mentioned  a  forenefs  in  the  perineum, 
both  when  he  made  water  and  when  he  preffed  it  externally.  On  examin- 
ing the  perincEum,  I  found  a  fulnefs  there,  from  which  I  fufpeftcd  a  ftric- 
ture,  and  inquired  particularly  how  he  made  water  in  common  ;  he  declared 
very  well,  which  led  me  from  the  true  caufe.  This  fwelling  was  regarded 
as  the  eftedl  of  an  inflammation,  cither  in  confequence  of  the  fever,  the 
difpofition  of  the  part,  or  both,  increafed  by  fitting  in  a  poflchaife  for  feve- 
ral  days.  The  part  was  fomented  and  poulticed;  and  leeches  were  applied 
feveral  times.  He  had  another  fhivering  fit  three  days  after  the  firft, 
which,  if  his  difeafe  had  been  an  intermittent,  would  have  conftituted  a 
quartan  ;  but  he  had  another  fome  hours  after,  v/hich  made  us  give  up  our 
fufpicions  of  an  intermittent.  We  now  began  to  fufpedl  that  matter  was 
forming  in  this  part,  although  I  could  not  feel  any  thing  like  a  fludtuation; 
nor  was  the  pain  of  the  throbbing  kind,  or  fo  acute  as  we  commonly  find 
it  in  the  fuppurative  inflammation.  What  in  fome  degree  furprifed  me  was, 
that  the  fwelling  came  forwards  along  the  body  of  the  penis  towards  the 
OS  pubis,  while  it  feemed  to  be  diminifliing  in  the  perina^um.  He  now 
began  to  find  a  difficulty  in  making  water,  with  a  frequent  defire,  which 
increafed  till  there  was  a  total  fuppreflion.  I  prefl!ed  on  the  lower  part  of 
the  belly  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  urine  was  fecreted  and  accumula- 
ted in  the  bladder ;  but  I  could  not  find  any  fulnefs ;  nor  did  he  then  feel 
pain  on  fuch  prefTure ;  however,  abour  twenty-four  hours  after,  he  began 
to  complain  of  a  great  defire  to  make  water,  and  a  pain  in  the  lower  part 
of  his  belly  ;  and  the  hand  being  placed  there,  a  fulnefs  of  the  bladder  was 
readily  felt.  It  was  now  clear,  that  the  water  ought  to  be  drawn  off;  but 
as  I  ftill  fufpefted  mifchief  in  the  urethra  as  a  caufe  in  his  complaint,  I 
took  the  necefl'ary  precautions.  I  provided  myfelf  with  catheters  and  bougies 
of  different  fizes,  and  to  be  as  much  upon  my  guard  as  poffible,  I  introduced 
a  bougie  of  a  fmall  fize  firfl:,  and  found  a  full  ftop  about  the  bulbous  part. 
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of  the  urethra  :  I  then  took  a  fmaller,  which  paffed  but  with  difficulty.  I 
afterwards  pafled  a  fmall  catheter  on  to  the  ftrifture,  where  it  flopped ;  but 
as  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  that  the  water  fhould  be  drawn  oiF,  I  ufed 
more  force  than  I  otherways  would  have  done  :  it  went  on,  but  with  dif- 
ficulty, and  I  was  not  certain  whether  it  was  in  the  natural  paiTage,  or  was 
making  a  new  one.  When  the  bougie  had  gone  fo  far  as  certainly  (if  in 
the  right  pafTage)  to  have  entered  the  bladder,  I  found  that  no  water  came, 
I  therefore  prelTed  the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  and  the  water  immediately 
came  out  through  the  catheter ;  whence  it  appeared  that  the  bladder  had 
loll  its  power  of  contraftion.  The  water  was  drawn  off  three  times  every 
day,  that  is,  every  eight  hours,  to  give  as  much  eafe  to  the  bladder  as  pofli- 
ble ;  but  ftill  it  was  neceflary  to  prefs  the  belly,  to  afTift  the  difcharge  of 
the  urine ;  and  it  was  upwards  of  a  fortnight  before  the  bladder  began  to 
recover  its  power  of  contradling.  The  fwelling  in  the  perineum  flill  con- 
tinued, advancing  along  the  body  of  the  penis,  and  fpreading  a  little  on  the 
pubes,  it  feemed  to  extend  along  the  projedling  part  of  the  penis,  and  at  laft 
filled  the  whole  cellular  membrane  of  the  prepuce,  but  did  not  in  the  leaft 
affedl  the  fcrotum.  This  fwelling  appeared  to  be  owing  to  the  urine  having 
found  its  way  into  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  perinseum,  and  from  thence 
proceeding  along  the  fide  of  the  penis.  When  the  prepuce  became  much 
loaded  with  water.,  a  very  confiderable  phymofis  took  place,  which  made 
the  introdu(5tion  of  the  catheter  into  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  very  uncertain ; 
fo  much  did  the  fwelled  prepuce  projed:  over  the  glans.  I  was  obliged  to 
fqueeze  the  water  back  into  the  body  of  the  penis,  and  introduce  a  finger, 
and  feel  for  the  glans,  and  on  this  finger  introduce  the  catheter ;  and  in  a 
few  minutes  I  generally  found  the  orifice. 

The  nature  of  the  cafe  was  now  plain ;  for  ulceration  had  taken  place 
beyond  the  flrifture,  and  the  fwelling  had  arifen  from  the  urine  having  in- 
finuated  itfelf  into  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  perinasuni;  and  as  the  urine 
efcaped  from  the  urethra,  it  was  pullied  forwards  where  the  cellular  mem- 
brane was  loofefl,  till  it  got  to  the  very  end  of  the  prepuce  as  before- 
mentioned. 

By  this  time  he  was  become  extremely  low  and  irritable ;  his  pulfe  quick 
and  fmall ;  his  tongue  brown,  dry,  and  contraded  ;  his  appetite  gone,  with 
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great  drought,  bad  flcep,  and  the  firft  ftagcs  of  a  delirium  coming  on.  This 
difcoverv  of  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe  gave  a  change  to  the  mode  of  treat- 
ment. In  (lead  of  evacuations  to  leffen  inflammation,  the  bark,  and  cordials 
were  given,  ^^•ith  as  much  food  as  his  ftomach  would  bear.  Their  effedls 
on  the  conllitution  were  almoll:  immediate  ;  and  he  began  to  recover,  altho' 
but  flowly.  I  made  two  punftures  in  the  phymofis  at  tlie  extremity,  with  a 
view  both  to  take  off  the  tenfion  and  to  evacuate  the  urine  from  the  cellular 
membrane,  between  the  penis  and  the  fkin. 

Blifters  began  to  form  on  the  flcin  of  the  penis ;  and  at  lail:  mortifica- 
tion took  place  in  feveral  parts,  efpecially  on  the  prepuce,  which  I  divided 
at  the  mortified  parts,  and  thereby  the  glans  became  expofed,  fo  that  the 
catheter  could  now  be  introduced  eafily. 

Upon  fqueczing  the  fwelling  from  the  perina^um  forwards  along  the  penis, 
I  could  force  out  at  the  mortified  parts,  air,  water,  and  fome  matter.  The 
cellular  membrane  under  the  Ikin  was  almoft  wholly  mortified.  When 
bounds  were  fet  to  the  mortification,  the  floughing  cellular  membrane  began 
to  feparate ;  and  a  good  deal  was  cut  away  to  keep  the  parts  clean,  and  to 
allow  of  a  freer  vent  for  the  matter.  Now  that  feparation  was  taking  place, 
I  was  clear  that  no  more  water  from  the  bladder  could  infinuate  itfelf  any 
further  into  the  furrounding  cellular  membrane ;  therefore  it  was  not  necef- 
fary  to  pafs  the  catheter  any  more ;  and  the  patient  was  allowed  to  make 
water  whenever  he  had  a  call ;  which  when  he  did,  the  water  came  both 
ways,  through  the  urethra,  and  through  the  cellular  membrane,  at  the 
openings  where  the  fkin  had  floughed  ofi".  As  the  Houghs  feparated,  they 
came  forwards  from  behind,  at  the  fide  of  the  fcrotum,  fo  that  I  could 
draw  them  out ;  and  when  moft  of  the  mortified  cellular  membrane  was 
removed,  I  faw  a  part,  about  the  fize  of  a  fixpence,  of  the  tendinous  cover- 
ing of  the  corpus  cavernofum  dead,  which  was  alfo  allowed  to  flough  off. 
Moft  of  the  water  now  came  through  the  fore.  The  parts  became  more 
painful ;  he  was  more  reftlefs,  and  one  morning  he  had  a  fliivering  fit.  I 
endeavoured  to  pafs  a  bougie  down  the  fore,  between  the  fkin  and  penis, 
but  could  not ;  in  the  evening  of  the  fame  day  a  gufh  of  matter  and  blood 
came  out  of  the  fore,  which  immediately  relieved  him ;  and  he  began  to 
mend  again,  and  continued  to  do  fo,  both  in  the  part^-and  his  general  health, 
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the  water  coming  both  ways,  but  often  varying  in  quantity  between  the  two 
paffages ;  more  and  more,  however,  came  the  right  way,  till  at  laft  the 
new  paflage  clofed  up  entirely. 

While  the  external  parts  were  healing,  I  paffed  a  bougie  occafionally,  to 
keep  the  paffage  clear  and  open.  To  find  out  the  fituation  of  the  internal 
opening,  I  ordered  the  patient  to  prefs  on  different  parts  of  the  perinseum 
while  he  was  making  water ;  by  which  means  he  found  that  by  preffing 
upon  a  particular  fpot  he  could  flop  the  water  from  flowing  through  the 
new  pafTage.  He  was  diredled,  however,  not  to  prefs  too  hard,  for  fear  of 
forcing  together  the  fides  of  the  natural  pafTage.  Upon  eredlions,  the  penis 
was  bent  to  the  fide  that  had  fufFered  j  but  in  time  the  parts  gradually  reco- 
vered their  natural  form. 


III.     OF  INFLAMMATION  IN  THE   FARTS  SURROUNDING 

THE  URETHRA. 

Inflammation,  arlfing  from  diflention  and  irritation  of  the  urethra, 
often  extends  confiderably  further  than  the  furface  of  that  canal ;  for  the 
furrounding  parts  become  the  feat  of  inflammation,  the  fituation  of  which 
will  commonly  be  according  to  the  fituation  of  the  ftrifture,  producing  the 
diflention.  Thus  we  find  the  inflammation  afFediing  the  proftate  gland, 
the  membranous  part  of  the  urethra,  the  bulb,  and  probably  Cowper's 
glands,  with  other  parts  of  the  urethra  between  the  bulb  and  the  glans. 
But  inflammation  in  the  furrounding  parts  of  the  urethra  is  not  always  a 
confequence  of  diftention  or  ftridlure ;  it  arifes  often  from  other  irritations  in 
this  canal,  fuch  as  violent  gonorrhoeas,  and  very  irritating  injedlions.  When 
inflammation  attacks  thefe  parts,  it  is  of  the  true  adhefive  kind ;  and  there- 
fore when  fuppuration  takes  place  an  abfcefs  muft  be  formed,  unlefs  the  in- 
flammation be  refolved.  The  matter,  according  to  a  general  principle  in 
abfcefTes,  points  externally ;  when  the  feat  of  the  abfcefs  is  either  in  the 
proftate  gland,  membranous  part,  or  in  the  bulb,  the  matter  will  point  in 
the  perinasum  ^  or  the  abfcefs  may  be  formed  forwards  in  the  fcrotum,  or 
before  it,  according  to  the  fituation  of  the  flridure. 
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The  feat  of  thefe  abfceiTes  is  generally  fo  near  the  inner  furface  of  the 
urethra,  that  the  partition  between  them  often  gives  way,  and  tliey  open 
internally,  as  frequently  happens  in  an  abfcefs  by  the  fide  of  the  reiftum,  fo 
that  the  matter  is  at  once  difcharged  by  the  urethra,  or  carried  back  into 
the  bladder  to  be  difcharged  with  the  urine.  When  the  internal  opening 
only  takes  place,  I  believe  it  is  owing  to  the  ulceration  on  the  inner  furface 
of  the  urethra,  as  has  been  already  defcribed  ;  and  in  thefe  cafes  alfo  the 
flridlure  is  fometimes  involved  in  the  abfcefs  and  ulceration,  by  which 
means  the  water  will  find  a  free  palfage  forwards ;  but  the  urine  has  alfo  a 
free  pafTage  into  the  abfcefs,  which  we  may  fuppofe  retards  its  healing,  and 
often  becomes  the  caufe  of  its  opening  externally  s  but  here  from  the  adhe- 
five  inflammation  having  taken  place,  the  urine  cannot  infmuate  itfelf  into 
the  furrounding  cellular  membrane,  fo  as  to  produce  the  confequences  men- 
tioned in  treating  of  the  way  in  which  Nature  endeavours  to  relieve  herfelf. 
In  fuch  cafes  we  find,  that  upon  prefTing  the  abfcefs  externally,  the  matter 
is  fqueezed  into  the  urethra,  and  fo  out  by  the  glans.  It  fometimes  hap- 
pens, that  a  catheter  can  be  introduced  into  the  opening  of  fuch  an  abfcefs, 
by  which  means  it  can  be  wafhed  by  injedling  fomething  through  the  ca- 
theter, whereby  probably  it  may  be  fooner  healed.  It  more  frequently  hap- 
pens, that  fuch  abfcefles  open  both  internally  and  externally,  difcharging 
themfeh'es  both  ways. 

Thefe  ulcerations  and  fuppurations,  of  both  kinds,  are  to  be  confidered 
as  efforts  of  Nature ;  or  to  fpeak  more  phyfiologically,  as  a  natural  confe- 
quence  arifing  from  fuch  irritation,  by  which  as  the  urine  cannot  pafs  by 
the  old  pafTage  a  new  one  is  made  to  prevent  further  mifchief. 

Both  thefe  difeafes  when  they  open  externally,  if  not  properly  treated, 
often  lay  the  foundation  for  the  complaint  commonly  called  the  fiftula  in 
perinso  ;  which  is  owing  to  the  bottom  of  the  abfcefs  having  a  lefs  difpofi- 
tion  to  heal  than  the  external  parts.  It  may  be  further  fuppofed,  that  the 
urine  pafTing  into  the  abfcefs  by  the  inner  orifice,  and  making  its  efcapc  by 
the  external,  keeps  up  a  constant  irritation  in  the  fore,  which  in  fome 
meafure  may  prevent  an  union  of  the  lides,  and  rather  difpofe  them  to  form 
themfelves  into  a  hard  callous  fubftance,  the  inner  furface  of  which  lofes 
the  difpofition  to  union,  and  afTumes  the  nature  of  an  outlet. 

But 
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But  it  Is  more  than  probable,  that  the  caufe  which  prevents  thefe  ab- 
fceffes  from  healing,  depends  upon  their  firft  adion  often  continuing  in  full 
force,  that  is,  a  difeafed  ftate  of  the  internal  parts,  as  will  be  further  il- 
lustrated when  we  {hall  treat  on  the  fiftula  in  perinseo.  They  often  heal 
up  at  the  orifice  in  the  fkin,  efpecially  if  the  water  has  a  free  paffage  for- 
wards ;  but  if  the  internal  opening  is  not  perfeftly  confolidated,  fome  water 
will  infinuate  itfelf  into  the  old  fore,  become  the  caufe  of  frefh  inflamma- 
tions and  fuppurations  in  the  furrounding  parts,  'which  frequently  open 
externally  in  different  places,  not  following  the  old  canal,  although  they 
fometimes  communicate  with  it  and  form  branches,  as  it  were,  from  the 
principal  trunk,  I  have  feen  the  fcrotum,  perinseum,  and  infide  of  the 
thigh,  full  of  openings  which  were  the  mouths  of  fo  many  fmufes  leading 
to  the  firft  formed  abfcefs.  When  the  abfcefs  opens  only  externally,  which 
is  feldom  the  cafe,  it  is  to  be  confidered  as  a  common  abfcefs. 
.  When  thefe  inflammations  arife  from  ftridure,  the  difficulty  in  making 
water  is  increafed  in  the  time  of  the  inflammation,  which  is  generally  fo 
great  as  to  comprefs  the  fides  of  the  urethra  together  for  fome  way ;  befides 
the  ftridlure  itfelf  will  become  tighter  from  being  inflamed.  Inflammation 
in  thefe  parts,  even  when  it  does  not  arife  from  a  ftridlure,  brings  on  a  fup- 
preflion  of  urine  ;  but  in  fuch  cafes  a  bougie  or  catheter  can  be  paffed ;  the 
latter  of  which,  in  cafes  of  obftruftion  arifing  from  contiguous  fwelllngs,  as 
tumors,  inflammations,  and  fwelled  proftate  gland,  is  the  proper  inftrument, 
as  the  fides  of  the  urethra  would  be  prelfed  together  immediately  upon  with- 
drawing the  bougie,  by  which  the  urine  would  be  as  much  as  ever  prevented 
from  following. 


IV.     OF  THE  TREATMENT  OF  THE  INFLAMMATION  IN 
THE  SURROUNDING  PARTS. 

The  inflammation  of  thefe  parts  Is  to  be  treated  like  other  inflammations. 
Refolution  Is  much  to  be  wiihed  for ;  but  It  Is  almoft  impofiible  it  Hiould 
take  place  where  ftri(flure  Is  the  caufe.  When  the  ftridture  is  removed, 
either  by  ulceration  or  a  bougie,  we  have  only  the  inflammation  to  contend 

X  with ; 
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with ;  but  this  feldoni  happens,  for  the  inflammation  is  but  too  often  ac- 
companied with  fuppuration. 

When  fuppuration  takes  place,  the  fooner  the  abfcefs  is  opened  externally 
the  better,  as  that  may  in  fomc  cafes  he  the  moans,  though  feldom,  of 
preventing  its  opening  internally;  yet  it  may  prevent  the  inner  opening 
from  becoming  fo  large  as  it  otherways  might  be.  The  opening  externally 
fliould  be  large  ;  and  if  the  flridlure  is  not  involved  in  the  fuppuration,  theaj 
it  muft  be  deilroyed ;  becaufe  there  can  be  no  cure  while  the  water  pafles 
through  the  new  opening.  I  have  fucceeded  with  the  cauftic  even  in  iiric- 
turcs  of  long  {landing. 

When  the  flridlure  will  admit  of  the  paflage  of  a  bougie  through  it,  it  is 
to  be  kept  almofl  conflantly  in  the  urethra,  and  to  be  withdrawn  only  at 
the  time  of  making  water ;  this  will  allow  the  urine  to  pafs  more  freely 
through  the  urethra,  without  efcaping  through  the  fore.  The  fore  mud  be 
healed  from  the  bottom. 

Hollow  bougies  are  recommended  in  fuch  cafes,  after  the  flridlure  is 
deflroyed,  to  prevent  the  urine  palTmg  through  the  wound.  This  inflru- 
ment  admits  of  a  conftant  dribbling  of  urine  through  it ;  but  the  bougie 
may  be  occafionally  flopped  up,  and  the  urine  permitted  to  pafs  when  there 
is  a  defire  to  make  water.  It  becomes  under  certain  circumflances  the 
worfl  inflrument  poflible  ;  for  if  its  canal  is  not  of  a  fize  fufHcient  to  let  the 
water  pafs  as  freely  as  the  contradlion  of  the  bladder  requires,  the  water 
will  pafs  eafily  by  the  fide  of  the  bougie  to  the  abfcefs,  and  not  getting 
forwards  beyond  the  flridlure,  flow  out  at  the  abfcefs  :  to  avoid  this  effedl 
as  much  as  poflible,  the  hollow  bougies  fliould  be  as  large  as  the  flridlured 
part  will  allow,  and  its  fides  fhould  be  as  thin  as  poflible,  that  its  paflage 
may  be  the  larger.  The  elaflic  gum  has  thefe  two  properties  in  a  higher 
degree  than  the  fpiral  wire  covered  with  waxed  cloth.  But  as  I  doubt  very 
much  that  the  paffage  of  the  urine  may  be  an  hinderance  to  the  healing  of 
the  fore,  I  am  the  lefs  felicitous  about  fuch  pradlice  ;  for  we  find,  that, 
after  lithotomy  the  parts  heal  very  readily;  and,  even  in  this  operation, 
the  external  parts  which  are  not  difeafcd  heal  up  veiy  readily.  '  I  fufpedt 
that  the  v/ant  of  difpofition  to  heal  arifes  from  the  flridlures  not  being 
fufficiently  fubdued,  or  the  deeper  parts  not  being  in  a  healthy  ftate. 

Whea 
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When  thefe  fuppuratlons  are  left  to  themfelves,  and  no  method  tried  to 
remove  the  ftridlure,  and  of  courfe  nothing  introduced  into  the  urethra,  the 
flrifture  fometimes  clofes  entirely,  fo  that  no  water  can  pafs  for\vards 
through  the  urethra  ;  and  therefore  before  any  attempt  can  be  made  to  heal 
the  fiftulous  orifices,  a  palTage  mud  be  made  through  the  united  parts. 
This  cannot  be  done  with  a  bougie ;  and  if  this  union  of  the  parts  is  before 
the  bend  of  the  urethra,  which  moft  commonly  it  is,  nothing  but  the 
cauftic  can  be  applied  with  any  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  as  we  {hall  mention 
more  fully  in  treating  of  the  fiftula  in  perinaso. 


V.     OF  THE  EFFECTS  OF  INFLAMMATION  IN  THE  SUR- 
ROUNDING PARTS  UPON  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  effects  which  thefe  attempts  to  form  a  new  paffage  for  the  urine 
have  upon  the  conftitution,  are  very  confiderable ;  much  more  fo  than 
what  one  would  at  iirft  expecfl.  Thofe  cafes  appear  to  be  mofi:  formidable, 
which  begin  by  ulceration  on  the  inner  furfice  of  the  urethra,  and  where 
the  water  diifufes  itfelf  into  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  fcrotum  and  penis. 

Thole  where  the  inflammation  is  circumfcribed  are  more  of  the  true  ab- 
fcefs,  and  therefore  do  much  lels  mifchief  to  the  parts  than  when  the  urine 
is  difFufed  in  the  cellular  inembrane.  In  thefe  laft,  if  not  foon  relieved, 
the  patient  fmks,  and  a  mortification  comes  on.  If  before  the  patient  finks, 
a  feparation  of  the  flough  takes  place,  this  feparation  performs  the  operation 
of  opening,  and  the  patient  may  recover.  We  fliould  not,  I  believe,  wait 
for  fuch  feparation  of  the  mortified  part,  but  make  an  opening  early,  upon 
the  firft  knowledge  of  a  difilifion  of  water  into  the  cellular  membrane  ;  and 
we  fliould  be  guided  as  to  fituation  by  introducing  a  ihiff  into  the  urethra 
on  to  the  ftridlure.  But  in  fome  cafes  this  cannot  be  done,  for  when  the 
urine  gets  into  the  corpus  fpongiofum,  it  produces  mortification  of  all  thefe 
parts,  and  renders  the  whole  fo  indiflind;  that  often  no  urethra  can  be 
found. 

The  effedls,  that  the  circumfcribed  inflammation  has  upon  the  conflitu- 
tion,  is  generally  not  fo  ferious  as  the  above,  for  mortification  as  feldom 

X  2       •  takes 
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takes  place  in  this  as  in  abfcefles  in  general.  When  the  abfcefs  is  from  the 
bulb  backwards,  there  is  generally  a  fmart  fympathetic  fever,  becaufe  the 
abfcefs  will  be  of  confiderable  fize  before  it  gets  to  the  fkin  of  the  peri- 
na?um,  and  is  generally  attended  with  great  pain  ;  but  this  pain  goes  off 
by  the  formation  of  the  matter,  efpecially  if  opened  early. 

As  there  is  a  great  difpofition  to  violent  adlion,  attended  with  great  weak- 
nefs  in  fuch  cafes,  more  efpecially  in  thofe  of  the  firft  kind,  it  is  advifeahle 
to  give  the  bark  early,  and  in  confiderable  quantity  ;  but  I  apprehend  it  is 
neceffary  to  give  along  with  it  fudorifics,  as  fome  of  the  preparations  of  an- 
timony, there  being  generally  a  good  deal  of  fever.  The  bark  gives  flrength, 
and  alfo  in  fome  degree  lelfens  irritability ;  but  it  fliould  be  alfifted  by  other 
medicines. 

VI.     OF  FISTULA  IN  PERIN^O. 

-  It  often  happens  that  the  new  pafiligcs  for  the  urine  do  not  heal  on 
account  of  the  f^ridlure  not  being  removed ;  and  even  when  the  ftridlure  is 
removed,  they  frequently  have  no  difpofition  to  heal.  In  both  cafes  they 
becom.e  fiftulous,  and  produce  frefh  inflammations  and  fuppurations,  which 
do  not  always  open  into  the  old  fore,  but  make  new  openings  externally. 
Thefc  fometimes  arife  from  the  firft  external  openings  not  being  fufficiently 
large,  fo  that  they  heal  up  long  before  the  bottom,  or  long  before  the  dif- 
eafed  urethra  ;  and  even  when  the  external  opening  has  been  made  as  large 
as  poflible,  it  will  often  heal  fooner  than  the  bottom,  and  become  fiftulous 
at  laft. 

It  is  very  common  for  thefe  difeafes  to  affeft  the  conftitution,  fo  as  to 
bring  on  complaints  of  an  intermittent  kind.  I  have  feen  feveral  affedled 
with  regular  agues,  where  the  bark  has  produced  no  effe(5b ;  but  whenever 
the  obftruftion  has  been  got  the  better  of,  or  the  fiftulous  orifice  opened 
and  in  a  ftate  of  healing,  thefe  complaints  have  entirely  gone  oft". 

To  cure  this  difeafe,  it  is  necefi!ary  firft  to  make  the  natural  paflage  as 
free  as  polTible,  that  no  obftrucflion  may  arife  from  that  quarter ;  and  fome- 
times this  alone  is  fufficient ;  for  the  urine,  finding  a  free  paffage  forwards, 
is  not  forced  into  the  orifice,  and  the  fillulae  heal  up.     The  bougie  may 

bring 
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bring  on  an  inflammation  on  the  urethra  at  this  part,  and  produce  adhefions 
there ;  but  if  this  effed:  is  not  produced  early,  the  bougie  will  rather  do  ' 
harm  if  applied  too  often,  and  too  long  at  a  time,  as  will  be  more  fully 
explained.  But  the  dilatation  of  the  ftridiure  is  not  always  fufficient  j  it 
is  often  neceflary  to  perform  an  operation  on  the  fiftulse,  when  they  alone 
become  the  obftacle  to  the  cure,  which  I  fhall  now  defcribe. 


VII.     OF  THE  OPERATION  FOR  FISTULA   IN  PERIN^O. 

When  the  before- mentioned  treatment  is  not  fufficient  for  the  cure  of  the 
new  paffages,  a  method  fhould  be  followed  jQmilar  to  that  ufed  in  the  cure 
of  fiftuls  in  other  parts,  by  laying  them  freely  open  to  the  bottom,  and 
even  making  the  orifice  in  the  urethra  a  frefh  fore  if  poffible.  This  will 
be  difficult  in  many  fituations  of  the  internal  orifice  j  and  the  mode  of  open- 
ing, and  other  circumftances  attending  the  operation,  will  vary  according  to 
the  fituation. 

That  as  little  of  the  found  part  of  the  inner  furface  of  the  urethra  may 
be  opened  as  poffible,  an'd  that  the  difeafed  part  may  be  fully  expofed,  it  is 
necefiary  to  be  well  direfted  to  the  inner  orifice,  for  which  we  have  com- 
monly two  guides,  one  is  a  ftaff  introduced  into  the  urethra  as  far  as  is 
thought  necellary,  or  as  far  as  it  will  go,  (which  will  only  be  to  the  ftric- 
ture,  where  the  ftridure  ftill  exifts,  or  it  may  pafs  on  to  the  bladder  in 
cafes  where  the  ftridlure  has  been  deilroyed)  ;  the  other  guide  is  a  probe 
pafled  into  the  fiftulous  orifice.  The  probe  fhould  be  firffc  bent,  that  it 
may  more  readily  follow  the  turns  of  the  fiilula,  and  introduced  as  far  as 
poffible  ;  if  it  could  be  made  to  meet  the  ftaff,  fo  much  the  better,  as  then 
the  operator  could  cut  juft  what  is  neceflary.  If  the  fiftula  is  tolerably 
flraight,  fo  as  to  admit  the  paffing  a  diredlor,  it  is  the  beil:  inftrument  for 
operating  upon.  If  neither  the  probe  nor  the  diredor  can  be  made  to  pafs 
on  to  the  ftaff,  we  muff  open  as  far  as  they  go,  and  begin  fearehing  anew 
after  the  remainder  of  the  paffage  with  the  fame  infl:rument,  and  purfue  it 
till  the  whole  fiftulous  canal  is  laid  open.  If  there  are  any  finufes,  they  are 
to  be  laid  open  if  poflible  ;  but  it  frequently  happens,  that  they  cannot  be 

followed 
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followed  by  the  knife,  fome  running  along  the  penis,  where  the  fcrotum  is 
attached,  others  pafling  on  towards  the  pubes,  round  the  penis,  while  others 
are  about  the  membraneous  part  of  the  urethra.  In  fuch  cafes  fome  degree 
of  violence  may  be  ufcd,  and  I  have  feveral  times  introduced  my  finger  into 
thefe  finufes,  and  have  torn  the  parts  fo  as  to  produce  a  confidcrable  inflam- 
mation, by  \vhich  means  they  often  fuppurate,  granulate,  and  unite. 

If  the  fituation  of  the  internal  orifice  is  oppofitc  to  the  fcrotum,  it  will  be 
difficult  to  get  to  it ;  but  I  imagine  we  may  ufc  great  freedom  with  the  ex- 
ternal parts,  whatever  they  are,  for  they  are  generally  in  a  flate  of  callofity. 
However  this  requires  judgment. 

In  cafes  where  the  difeafe  is  before  the  membraneous  part  and  the  flric- 
ture  is  not  removed,  a  ftaff  cannot  be  made  to  pals  on  to  the  inner  orifice. 
In  fuch  the  filtulous  opening  muft  be  followed  by  the  introdui^tion  of  a 
probe  or  direftor  into  it,  and  by  dilatation  upon  the  inftrument  till  the 
urethra  beyond  the  ftricflure  is  found ;  and  then  a  probe  mufl  be  pall'ed  on 
towards  the  glans,  to  meet  the  end  of  the  ftaff  at  the  ftridure;  fimilar  to 
what  is  done  in  the  operation  where  a  falfe  paflage  has  been  made  by  the 
mifmanagement  of  the  bougie.  The  ftrifture  mud  then  be  deflroyed,  and 
a  bougie  palled,  as  was  recommended  in  that  operation. 

If  either  the  ulceration,  or  the  abfcefs,  is  formed  in  or  near  the  proflate 
gland,  then  probably  the  ftridlure  is  near  that  part.  In  that  cafe  a  flaft' 
muft  be  palled  as  far  as  poflible,  and  a  probe  or  direilor  introduced  into  the 
external  orifice,  and  the  operation  is  to  be  directed  accordingly.  The  dif- 
ference of  the  operation  in  this  cafe  from  the  former  will  be,  that  we  fliall 
moft  probably  be  obliged  to  cut  into  the  urethra  on  both  fides  of  the  ftric-- 
ture,  therefore  more  of  the  canal  muft  be  expofed. 

As  this  operation  is  the  opening  of  all  the  fiftulous  canals,  and  alfo 
tlie  deftrudion  of  the  ftricfture,  if  there  has  been  one,  an  inftrument  can 
afterwards,  in  every  cafe,  be  pafled  into  the  bladder.  It  will  moft  probably 
always  be  proper  to  introduce  an  inftrument  into  the  bladder,  and  keep  it 
thei-e  almoft  conftantly,  fo  as  to  preferve  the  paflage  of  the  urethra  in  a 
■  regular  form,  while  the  openings  made  are  healing ;  and  probably  the  ca- 
theter will  be  by  much  the  belt  inftrument,  becaufe  it  is  not  necelTary  to 
be  withdrawn  whenever  the  necelTity  to  make  water  comes  on,  which  a 

bougie 
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bougie  muft  j  and  its  introdudion  again  is-^  often- not  pradiicable,  for  its  end 
will  be  apt  to  get  into  the  wounds. 

In  fuch  cafes  as  require  a  hollow  cannula  to  be  left  in  the  bladder  for  the 
purpofe  of  drawing  off  the  water,  whether  a  catheter  or  hollow  bougie, 
it  is  abfolutely  necefiary  it  fliould  be  fixed  there,  or  elfe  it  will  in  com- 
mon  come  out  by  the  adlions  of  the  part.  To  effedl  this,  it  is  necelfary  to 
fix  that  end  of  the  inflrument  out  of  the  penis  to  fome  part  of  the  body  that 
is  the  leaft  moveable :  what  will  anfwer  extremely  well  is  the  common 
belt-part  of  the  bag-trufs,  with  only  two  thigh-ftraps  fixed  behind  and 
made  to  tie  or  buckle  before ;  and  two  or  three  very  fmall  rings  or  fhort 
tapes  fixed  to  thofe  ftraps ;  where  they  pafs  between  the  thigh  and  fcrotum 
they  fliould  not  be  at  a  great  diflance  from  one  another  where  they  are  fixed 
behind  to  the  belt,  for  otherways  they  are  much  altered  in  tightnefs  by 
the  motion  of  the  thigh.  If  they  have  a  flat  fpring  in  them  fo  much  the 
better.* 

The  common  bag-trufs  for  the  fcrotum  anfwers  extremely  well,  firfi:  by 
fixing  two  or  three  rings  on  each  fide  of  it  along  the  fide  of  the  fcrotum, 
and  with  a  piece  of  fmall  tape  the  ring  of  the  cannula  can  be  faflened  to  any 
one  of  thofe  rings  that  is  mofl:  convenient  for  its  fituation. 

Whatever  inftrument  is  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  keeping  the  pafTage  clear 
and  open  while  the  fores  are  healing,  whether  the  fores  are  in  confequence 
of  this  operation,  or  in  confequence  of  the  caufcs  of  the  fiftul^,  which  I 
have  defcribed,  there  is  a  limited  time  in  many  cafes  for  its  continuance  j 
for  if  continued  beyond  a  certain  period,  it  frequently  adls  contrary  to  what 
was  intended :  at  firfi  it  often  afiifts  the  cure,  but  towards  the  lafl  it  may 
obflrud:  the  healing  of  the  fores  by  afting  at  the  bottom  of  the  wound  as  an 
extraneous  body.  Therefore  whenever  the  fores  become  flationary,  I  would 
advife  the  withdrawing  of  the  inftrument,  and  the  introducing  it  onlv  occa- 
fionally.  The  catheter  will  probably  be  ftill  the  beft  inftrument  for  this 
purpofe,  as  it  will  pafs  more  readily,  and  draw  off  the  water  at  the  fame 
time :  however,  I  have  often  ufed  a  bougie,  and  by  great  care  huve  pafied  it 
with  fuccefs ;  and  probably  it  will  be  proper  to  ufe  it  every  now  and  then, 

*  Mr.  Vanbutchell's  fprings  would  anfwer  very  well. 

even 
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even  when  all  is  healed,  in  order  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  paffage  Is 
free  from  difeafe. 

The  fore  and  the  wound  are  to  be  at  firfi:  drefled  down  to  the  bottom  as 
much  as  poflible,  which  will  prevent  the  reunion  of  the  parts  juft  divided, 
and  make  the  granulations  fhoot  from  the  bottom  fo  as  to  confolidate  the 
whole  by  one  bond  of  union. 

When  the  urethra  has  fuffercd  fo  much,  that  abfcefles  have  formed  be- 
yond the  fcrotum,  the  patient  Ihould  ever  after  take  great  care  to  avoid  a 
fre/li  gonorrhoea,  for  he  feldom  in  that  cafe  efcapes  a  return  of  the  fame 
complaints  ;  and  indeed,  if  he  is  not  careful  in  many  other  refpedis,  he  is 
liable  to  returns  of  the  fame  difeafe.  If,  notwithftanding  this  precaution, 
he  Ihould  contrail  a  gonorrhoea,  every  thing  heating  is  to  be  carefully 
avoided,  particularly  irritating  injedions. 

The  following  cafe  fliows  that  keeping  extraneous  bodies  in  the  urethra 
prevents  wounds  made  into  that  canal  from  healing. 

A  man,  aged  twenty-fix,  came  into  St.  George's  Hofpital,  March  2, 
1783.  He  had  laboured  under  a  fiflula  in  perina;o  for  near  two  years,  arifing 
from  a  ftrifture,  attended  with  great  pain  and  difficulty  in  making  water. 
Four  filtulous  orifices  were  to  be  obferved  in  the  perinseum  and  fcrotum. 
The  fmallell  bougie  could  not  be  made  to  pafs  into  the  bladder  after  re- 
peated trials.     The  cauflic  was  then  applied  but  without  fuccefs. 

The  operation  for  the  fiflula  in  perinaso  was  performed,  September  19. 
A  catheter  was  firfl  introduced  as  far  as  it  would  go,  as  a  direftor,  and  all 
the  fmufes  were  laid  open  to  that  catheter,  which  expofed  near  an  inch  in 
length  of  that  inflrument;  then  the  catheter  was  in  part  withdrawn  to 
expofe  that  part  of  the  urethra  which  was  laid  bare.  The  blood  being 
fponged  off,  the  orifice  in  the  flridture  was  next  fearched  for,  and  when 
found  it  was  dilated.  The  catheter  was  now  puflied  on  to  the  bladder, 
although  with  fome  difficulty,  and  the  end  of  it  was  then  faflened  to  a 
roller  which  went  round  the  thighs ;  and  the  wound  was  diflended  with 
lint.  He  took  on  anodyne  draught  after  the  operation,  and  another  at 
night.  September  20,  he  had  fome  pain  in  the  head  from  the  opiates ; 
his  pulfe  was  natural,  and  he  had  flept  tolerably  well.  On  the  2ifl  day  the 
catheter  flipped  out,  and  the  fecond  introdu6lion  of  it  gave  confiderable 

pain. 
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pain.  The  anodyne  was  repeated.  October  i.  The  catheter  was  ftill  to  be 
felt  by  introducing  a  probe  into  the  wound.  From  this  time  to  the  25th, 
nothing  material  happened,  excepting  a  piece  of  lint,  of  the  firft  dreffing, 
coming  away  through  the  urethra.  November  20.  The  wound  having  for 
fome  time  been  flationary,  and  fhowing  no  difpofition  to  heal,  I  conceived 
that  the  catheter  was  now  a6ting  as  an  extraneous  body  at  the  bottom  of 
the  wound,  and  therefore  defired  that  it  might  be  withdrawn,  and  palled 
occalionally ;  and  no  fooner  was  the  wound  free  from  it  but  it  put  on  a 
healthy  look  ;  and  by  the  loth  of  December  no  urine  came  through  the 
wound,  but  paiTed  tolerably  well  through  the  urethra;  and  on  the  12th  the 
wound  was  quite  healed,  and  his  water  came  from  him  rather  in  a  full 
ftream,  and  without  pain,  although  we  could  never  pafs  either  catheter  or 
bougie  afterwards,  probably  from  the  new  and  old  paffages  being  irregular. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER       VII. 


OF    SOME    OTHER    AFFECTIONS    OF    THE 

URETHRA. 

THE  fubftance  of  the  urethra  is  mufcular,  and  it  is  therefore  capable 
of  contrading  its  canal,  limilar  to  an  inteftine,  fo  as  to  Ihut  it  up 
entirely.  This  makes  it  fubjeit  to  difeafes  peculiar  to  mufcle  in  general ; 
which  is  indeed  the  only  proof  we  have  of  its  being  mufcular. 


I.    OF  THE  SPASMODIC  AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  URETHRA. 

In  a  found  ftate  of  parts  thefe  mufcles  are  never  excited  to  violent  aftions, 
ading  limply  as  fphincler  mufcles ;  but  when  irritated  they  are  capable  of 
adting  violently,  as  is  beft  feen  in  fome  cafes  upon  the  firft  ufe  of  injec- 
tions, the  urethra  often  refufing  the  injeftion  entirely.  This  feems  rather 
to  be  a  lalutary  motion  to  hinder  things  from  getting  into  the  bladder ;  but 
there  are  often  fpafmodic  contractions  of  thefe  muicular  fibres  in  diiferent 
parts  of  the  canal,  fhutting  up  the  paiTage  and  obftrudting  the  courfe  of  the 
urine,  often  not  allowing  a  drop  to  pafs.  That  this  alfo  is  owing  to  fpafm 
upon  the  mufcular  fibres  is  evident,  becaufe  a  large  bougie  will  fometimes 
pafs  when  it  is  at  the  worft.  When  the  contraftion  is  near  the  bladder  it 
is  called  a  ftrangury,  and  is  often  produced  in  a  found  ftate  of  parts  by  irri- 
tating medicines,  the  power  of  which  fall  upon  thefe  parts,  as  cantharides ; 
and  when  this  part  is  in  an  irritable  ftate,  the  fpafm  may  be  brought  on 
by  a  vaft  number  of  things,  fuch  as  moft  of  the  peppers,  fermented  liquors 
of  all  kinds,  violent  exercife,  &c. 

The  urethra  in  cafes  of  fpafmodic  ftriclure  is  more  irritable  than  in  the 
true  ftridure,  which  irritation  indeed  is  in  a  great  meafure  the  caufe  of  the 
fpafm.      Spafmodic  ftrifturcs  often  bear  fo  ftrong  a  refemblance  to  the 

cramp. 
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cramp,  that  one  would  be  apt  to  attribute  them  to  the  fame  caufe  as  that 
which  produces  cramp.  In  fuch  cafes  the  fpafm  alfo  goes  off  by  tickling 
the  part,  fimilar  to  the  removal  of  cramp. 

In  all  cafes  of  very  irritable  urethras,  where  fpafm. s  ver}'  readily  take 
place,  the  patient  fhould  never  long  retain  his  urine  when  he  has  an  incli- 
nation to  void  it ;  for  I  have  feen  cafes  where  this  alone  has  brought  on  the 
fpafm ;  and  indeed  thefe  parts,  when  in  perfeft  health,  will  be  thrown  into 
a  fpafmodic  affedlion,  if  the  urine  is  too  long  confined  in  the  bladder  j  while 
at  the  fame  time  a  certain  fulnefs  of  the  bladder,  or  a  fmall  degree  of  re- 
tention of  the  urine  will  make  the  bladder  contract  with  more  force ;  and 
the  urethra  will  for  the  fame  reafon  relax  more  freely ;  therefore  in  cafes, 
where  there  is  a  tendency  to  ftrangur}^  there  is  feldom  any  harm  in  waiting 
a  little  after  the  inclination  comes  on. 

I  may  be  allowed  here  to  caution  furgeons  who  have  not  had  opportuni- 
ties of  feeing  many  of  thefe  cafes,  when  they  meet  with  permanent  ftrictures 
which  are  becoming  troublefome,  attended  with  frequency  in  making  water, 
and  a  difficulty  in  paffing  it  often  threatening  ftrangury,  not  to  advife,  or 
rather  not  to  allow,  their  patients  to  take  long  journeys  either  on  horfeback 
or  in  carriages,  more  efpecially  in  the  winter.  I  have  known  many  patients 
labouring  under  fuch  complaints  taken  ill  in  the  middle  of  a  journey,  and 
obliged  to  ftop  for  days  upon  the  road,  and  who  have  continued  in  mifery 
the  remainder  of  the  journey  j  and  after  having  arrived  at  the  place  of  their 
deflination,  have  been  laid  up  for  months,  and  have  fufFered  from  mofl  of 
the  before-mentioned  complaints. 


II.     OF  THE  CURE   OF  THE   SPASMODIC  AFFECTION  OF 

THE  URETHRA. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  premife,  that  in  difeafes  of  the  adions  only 
of  the  urethra  and  bladder,  whether  fpafmodic,  and  proceeding  from  too 
great  irritability,  or  paralytic,  (although  two  oppofite  difeafes)  irritations  on 
other  parts  have  often  wonderful  effedts,  equally  diminifliing  the  adion  in 
the  one,  and  increafing  it  in  the  other.    The  proof  of  this  will  appear  when 

Y  2  ^vc 
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we  fliall  treat  of  the  irritable  and  paralytic  urethra  and  bladder  ;  for  in 
either  part,  and  in  either  cafe,  we  find  bliflers  applied  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  fmall  of  the  back,  or  the  perinaeum,  as  alfo  many  other  applications  to 
this  part,  often  produce  great  effects.* 

As  fpafni  fimply  is  not  an  alteration  of  ftrudure,  hut  is  only  a  difeafed  or 
preternatural  adion  arifing  from  fome  irritation,  it  may  be  made  to  ceafe 
inllantaneoufly.  In  whatever  part  of  the  urethra  the  fpafm  is,  if  time  will 
allow,  it  is  proper  to  try  internal  medicines,  and  alfo  external  applications, 
to  remove  it.  The  internal  medicines  that  may  be  faid  to  adl  immediately 
are  opiates  and  turpentines,^  given  either  by  the  mouth  or  the  anus ;  but 
they  are  more  immediate  in  their  efFeds  in  the  form  of  clyfter,  efpecially  the 
opium.  Bark  is  often  hadrecourfe  to  in  fpafmodic  affedlions,  in  which  it 
is  thought  to  be  of  fcrvice  ;  but  in  fuch  afFedlions  of  the  urethra  I  think  I 
have  feen  it  frequently  do  harm. 

Tlie  external  applications  are  the  fteam  of  warm  water  uith  fpirits,  the 
pediluvium,  the  warm  bath,  bladders  of  warm  water  applied  to  the  peri- 
naeum, and  fimilar  applications.  The  crumb  part  of  a  new  baked  loaf, 
warm  from  the  oven,  applied  to  the  perinaeum,  has  been  found  to  give 
eafe. 

I  have  known  a  blifler,  applied  to  the  loins,  in  a  great  meafure  remove  * 
the  fpafm  from  the  urethra ;  it  is  equally  effedlual  when  applied  to  the 
perinasum.  But  in  moft  cafes  thefe  methods  are  too  tedious  ;  therefore 
when  the  cafe  has  been  of  fome  flanding,  before  affiflance  has  been  called 
for,  and  requires  immediate  relief,  recourfe  fliould  be  had  to  the  catheter 
or  bougie  immediately. 

*  That  the  parts  concerned  in  the  expulfion  of  the  urine  (as  the  bladder  and  urethra)  fympa- 
thife  ftrongly  with  the  fkin  of  the  perinaeum,  I  believe  is  commonly  fuppofed,  from  applications 
being  often  made  to  that  part  in  cafes  of  ftoppages  of  urine. 

A  gentleman  who  had  no  complaint  in  thefe  parts,  had  a  fmall  fiflula  at  the  fide  of  the  re£lum, 
for  which  he  often  had  occafion  to  fit  over  the  fteam  of  warm  water  and  vinegar ;  and  this  ap- 
plication to  the  perinasum  never  failed  of  making  him  void  his  urine. 

f  Dr.  Home,  in  his  experiments  on  this  medicine,  found  that  large  dofes  brought  on  the 
llrangury  in  women. 

Strangury  is  the  frequent  effect  of  fpirit  of  turpentine  taken  for  fome  time. 

If 
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If  the  contradlion  is  near  the  bladder,  the  catheter  will  anfwer  beft ;  but 
in  mofl  cafes  the  bougie  will  be  fufficient,  and  is  a  much  fafer  infirument; 
for  in  many  hands  the  catheter  is  a  very  dangerous  one,  requiring  a  dexte- 
rity only  to  be  acquired  by  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  courfe  of  the  canal, 
and  a  habit  of  pafTing  it.  The  bougie  has  likewife  this  advantage,  that 
in  many  cafes,  where  the  part  fpafmodically  affeded  will  not  allow  it  to 
pafs,  it  may  be  allowed  to  lie  clofe  to  the  ftritturej  for  it  is  not  always 
iieceflary  for  the  bougie  to  pafs  through  the  conftriftured  part ;  for  a  bougie, 
which  has  only  palled  a  very  little  way  in  the  urethra,  has  fometimes  been 
effedtual,  if  fuffered  to  ftay  there  till  the  delire  of  making  water  is  perceived. 

In  fuch  cafes,  even  when  the  bougie  paffes  into  the  bladder,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  let  it  ftay  in  the  paffage  till  the  inclination  to  make  water  comes 
on.  If  the  water  does  not  follow  on  the  firft  attempt,  it  will  be  proper 
to  make  another ;  or  if  only  part  follows  the  bougie,  it  will  be  neceflary 
to  introduce  it  again.  This  circumftance  of  the  water  following  the  bouo-ie 
with  more  certainty,  if  it  is  allowed  to  ftay  till  the  inclination  comes  on, 
is  a  proof  that  the  difpolition  in  the  bladder  to  contrac5ting,  removes  in  fome 
degree  the  difpofition  to  contraftion  in  the  urethra. 

Some  attention  is  neceflary  with  refped:  to  the  paffing  of  the  bougie  in 
thefe  cafes  ;  for  the  urethra  being  more  irritable  than  common,  it  often 
refifts  the  bougie  befare  it  reaches  the  true  fpafmodic  part.  When  this  is 
the  cafe,  force  is  not  to  be  ufed ;  but  we  fliould  rather  wait  a  little  with 
patience,  and  then  make  another  attempt  to  pufli  it  on.  Dipping  the  end 
of  the  penis  in  very  cold  water  often  removes  the  fpafm,  and  the  water  flows 
immediately  and  freely. 

In  moft  cafes  there  is  an  uneafy  fenfation  at  the  end  of  the  penis,  which 
leads  the  patient  to  rub  thofe  parts,  and  fometimes,  though  rarely,  during 
the  fridion,  the  water  will  pafs.  Gently  irritating  injections,  thrown  in 
only  a  little  way,  often  give  eafe.  They  may  be  fuppofed  to  adt  in  a  man- 
ner fomewhat  fimilar  to  a  bougie  that  does  not  pafs,  and  by  irritating  one 
»  part  of  the  urethra  to  produce  a  relaxation  in  the  other.  They  ad:  in  fome 
cafes  as  a  preventive. 


III.    OF 


t' 


% 


l66  SUPPOSED    CONSEQ.UENCES    OF    GONORRHCEA. 


III.     OF  THE  PARALYSIS  OF  THE  URETHRA. 

In  oppofition  to  the  foregoing  difeafe,  there  is  the  want  of  power  of  con- 
tra(ftion  of  the  urethra;  but  this  is  not  fo  frequent  a  cafe  as  the  former. 
This  difeafe  is  attended  with  fymptoms  contrary  to  thofe  of  the  foreo-oing  • 
the  bladder  is  hardly  allowed  to  be  filled  fo  as  to  give  the  flimulus  of 
repletion  ;  but  the  water  dribbles  away  infenfibly  as  fafl:  as  fecreted  by 
the  kidneys  ;  or  if  the  bladder  is  filled  fo  as  to  receive  the  flimulus  for 
expulfion,  then  it  immediately  takes  place,  and  the  water  f^ows,  if  the 
perfon  does  not  adt  with  the  mufculi  acceleratores  ;  but  fbmetimes  in  fuch 
cafes  the  power  of  contraction  of  thefe  mufcles  is  lofb,  and  then  the  water 
will  flow,  whether  the  perfon  will  or  not,  there  being  little  or  no  power 
of  retention.  There  is  great  difference  in  the  degrees  of  violence  of  this 
difeafe. 

IV.     CURE  OF  THE  PARALYSIS  OF  THE  URETHRA. 

It  is  to  be  cured  by  flimulants,  as  a  blifler  to  the  loins,  or  a  bliller  to 
the  perinaeum.  It  may  be  ufeful  to  immerfe  the  feet  in  cold  water.  Tinc- 
ture of  cantharides,  taken  internally,  fifteen  or  twenty  drops  once  or  twice 
a  day,  according  to  the  effefts,  are  of  fingular  fervice  in  fome  cafes. 

A  man  came  to  St.  George's  Hofpital  with  this  complaint.  I  ordered 
him  the  before-mentioned  medicine,  and  it  had  fuch  an  effedl  as  to  brin"- 
on  the  contrary  difeafe,  or  a  fpafmodic  alfedtion  of  the  urethra,  fo  that  he 
could  not  make  water  when  he  had  the  inclination  ;  but  an  injedlion  of 
opium  removed  this  complaint,  and  he  was  then  well.  In  this  cafe  a  few 
drops  lefs,  probably  would  have  eftefted  a  cure  without  any  inconvenience. 


V.     OF 
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V.  OF  CARUNCLES  OR  EXCRESCENCES  IN  THE 

URETHRA. 

Strictures  are  not  fuppofed  to  be  the  only  caufes  of  obftruclion  to 
the  paffage  of  urine  in  this  canal ;  excrefcences  or  caruncles  are  likewife 
mentioned  by  authors  as  happening  fi-equently.  From  the  familiarity  with 
which  they  talk  of  them,  and  the  few  inflances  in  which  they  really  occur, 
one  would  fufpedt  that  this  caufe  of  obftrucftion  was  originally  founded  in 
opinion,  and  not  obfervation,  and  afterwards  handed  down  as  matter  of 
faft.  If  caruncles  had  been  at  firft  defcribed  from  adlual  examination  of 
cafes,  the  language  would  have  accorded  with  the  appearances,  and  they 
would  have  been  confidered  as  feldom  the  caufes  of  obftrudion  compared 
with  flridures.  However  they  do  fometimes  happen,  although  but  rarely. 
I  have  in  all  my  examinations  of  dead  bodies  feen  only  two,  and  thefe  were 
in  very  old  flriftures,  where  the  urethra  had  fuifered  confiderably.  They 
were  bodies  rifing  from  the  furface  of  the  urethra  like  granulations,  or  what 
would  be  called  polypi  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  It  is  poflible  they  may 
be  a  fpecies  of  internal  wart  3  for  I  have  feen  warts  extend  fome  way  into 
the  beginning  of  the  urethra,  having  very  much  the  appearance  of  granu- 
lations. Moll  probably  it  will  not  be  poffible  in  the  living  body  to  diftin- 
guifli  caruncles,  excrefcences,  or  rifmgs  in  the  urethra,  from  a  flridlure; 
for  I  cannot  conceive  that  they  can  produce  any  new  fymptoms,  or  peculiar 
feel  to  the  examiner. 


VI.  OF  THE  CURE  OF  THE  EXCRESCENCE  OR  CARUNCLE. 

I  fliould  very  much  fufped  that  this  difeafe  is  not  to  be  cured  by  the 
bougie  J  at  leaft  dilatation  in  fuch  cafes  is  not  to  be  attempted,  as  there  is 
no  contradlion.  If  therefore  the  bougie  is  of  any  ufe,  it  muft  be  in  making 
the  carnofity  ulcerate  from  its  preffure,  which  probably  may  be  done  by  a 
large  bougie  preiTing  upon  it  with  confiderable  force.    But  if  this  fhould  not 

have 
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Iv.ive  the  defined  efFedl,  I  flioulJ  ccrtninly  recommend  or  ufe  the  cauftic,  if 
the  parts  are  (6  fituatcd  as  to  admit  of  the  apphcatioii ;  and  from  fuch 
pradlice  I  Ihoiild  not  doubt  of  a  cure.  But  the  difficulty  hes  in  diftinguifli- 
ing  the  difeafe  from  the  true  ftridhire ;  for  ahhough  authors  talk  of  carun- 
cles as  common,  and  give  us  the  method  of  treatment,  yet  they  have  not 
told  us  ho\v  we  are  to  dillinguifli  them  from  ftridures. 
I  have  never  met  with  a  caruncle  in  women. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER      VIII. 
OF   THE   SWELLED  PROSTATE   GLAND. 

ANOTHER  difeafe  of  the  parts  furrounding  the  urethra,  which  is 
often  very  formidable,  is  a  fwelling  of  the  proftate  gland.  This  is 
of  more  ferious  confequence  than  any  of  the  former  caufes  of  obftruftion, 
becaufe  we  have  fewer  methods  of  cure,  for  we  cannot  deftroy  it  as  we  do 
the  ftridure,  nor  can  Nature  relieve  herfelf  by  forming  new  pafTages ;  we 
have,  however,  often  the  means  of  temporary  relief  in  our  power,  which  is 
not  the  cafe  in  the  ftridure  ;  for  moft  commonly  we  can  draw  off  the  water 
by  the  catheter. 

The  fwelling  of  the  proftate  gland  is  mofl:  common  in  the  decline  of  life. 
The  ufe  of  this  gland  is  not  fufficiently  known  to  enable  us  to  judge  of  the 
bad  confequences  that  attend  its  difeafed  ftate,  abllradled  from  fwelling. 
Its  fituation  is  fuch,  that  the  bad  elFefts  of  its  being  fwelled  muft  be  evi- 
dent, as  it  may  be  faid  to  make  a  part  of  the  canal  of  the  urethra,  and 
therefore  when  fo  difeafed  as  to  alter  its  fliape  and  fize,  it  muft  obftrud:  the 
paffage  of  the  urine.  When  it  fvvells  it  does  not  lellen  the  furface  of  the 
urethra  at  the  part  like  a  ftridure ;  on  the  contrary,  it  rather  increafes 
it ;  but  the  fides  of  the  canal  are  comprefled  together,  producing  an  ob- 
ftrudlion  to  the  paffage  of  the  urine,  which  irritates  the  bladder  and  brings 
on  all  the  iymptoms  in  that  vifcus  that  ufually  arife  from  a  ftridture  or 
ftone.  From  the  fituation  of  the  gland,  which  is  principally  on  the  two 
fides  of  the  canal,  and  but  little,  if  at  all,  on  the  forepart,  as  alfo  very  lit- 
tle on  the  pofterior  fide,  it  can  only  fwell  laterally,  whereby  it  prelles  the 
two  fides  of  the  canal  together,  and  at  the  fame  time  ftretches  it  from  the 
anterior  edge  or  fide  to  the  pofterior,  {b  that  the  canal,  inftead  of  being 
round.  Is  flattened  into  a  narrow  groove.  Sometimes  the  gland  fwells  more 
on  one  fide  than  the  other,  which  makes  an  obliquity  in  the  canal  pafling 
through  it. 

Z  Befides 
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Befides  this  effeft  of  the  lateral  parts  fwelling,  a  fmall  portion  of  it, 
which  lies  behind  the  very  beginning  of  the  urethra,  fwells  forwards  like  a 
point,  as  it  were,  into  the  bladder,  ading  like  a  valve  to  tlie  mouth  of  the 
urethra,  which  can  be  fccn  even  when  the  fwelling  is\not  confiderable,  by 
looking  upon  the  mouth  of  the  urethra  from  the  cavity  of  the  bladder  in  a 
dead  body.  It  fometimes  increafes  fo  much  as  to  form  a  tumor,*  projedl- 
ing  into  the  bladder  fome  inches.  This  projeclion  turns  or  bends  the. 
urethra  forwards,  becoming  an  obflrucftion  to  the  paflage  of  a  catheter, 
bougie,  or  any  fuch  inftrument ;  and  it  often  raifes  the  found  over  a  fmall 
ftone  in  the  bladder,  fo  as  to  prevent  its  being  felt.  The  catheter  fhould 
for  this  part  be  more  curved  than  is  neceflary  for  the  other  parts  of  the 
urethra.  In  fuch  cafes  I  have  frequently  pafTed  firfl  a  hollow  elaftic  cathe- 
ter till  it  has  reached  this  point,  and  afterwards  a  ftilet  or  brafs-wire  pro- 
perly curved  fo  as  to  go  over  the  prollate  gland.  The  advantages  of  this 
method  are,  that  if  the  hollow  catheter  paffes,  no  more  is  neceflary ;  and, 
if  it  does  not,  the  curved  wire  will  pafs  along  the  hollow  bougie  much 
eafier  both  to  the  furgeon  and  patient  than  it  would  have  done  if  it  had  been 
introduced  at  firft  with  the  hollow  bougie  over  it  j  for  it  would  endeavour 
to  adapt  the  urethra  to  the  curve ;  whereas,  when  introduced  afterwards, 
the  ftilet  ads  only  on  the  infide  of  the  hollow  bougie,  which  the  patient 
hardly  feels. 

A  gentleman  had  been  often  founded  for  a  ftone,  and  yet  no  ftone  could 
be  found ;  but  it  afterwards  appeared  that  there  was  a  ftone,  which, 
together  with  the  fwelling  of  the  proftate  gland,  had  been  the  caufe  of  his 
death . 

John  Doby,  a  poor  penfioner  in  the  Charter-houfe,  had  been  feverai 
years  afflidled  with  the  ftone  in  the  bladder,  and  was  relieved  from  all  the 
fymptoms  by  an  enlargement  of  this  part  of  the  proftate  gland,  preventing 
the  ftones  from  falling  down  upon  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  irritating 
thofe  parts.  A  twelvemonth  after  that  the  fymptoms  of  the  ftone  had  gone 
off,  he  was  attacked  with  a  ftrangury,  to  relieve  which,  many  ineffeftual 
attempts  were  made  both  with  the  bougie  and  catheter ;  but  it  foon  proved 

*  Vide  plates  V  and  VII. 
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fatal.  Upon  examination  of  the  parts  in  the  dead  body,  the  proftate  gland 
was  found  enlarged  to  a  fize  fix  times  greater  than  what  it  is  in  common, 
and  the  urethra,  paffing  through  it,  was  a  flit  about  an  inch  and  half  in 
length,  the  two  fides  of  which  were  clofe  together,  the  upper  end  towards 
the  pubes  and  the  lower  towards  the  redlum.  This  flit  was  formed  by  the 
fides  of  the  proftate  gland  only  fwelling,  and  the  right-flde  was  the  mofl 
enlarged,  having  its  furface  next  the  urethra  rounded  or' convex,  and  the 
left-fide  was  exactly  fitted  to  it,  having  its  furface  hollowed  in  the  fame  ' 
proportion.  The  fmall  projecting  point  of  the  gland- was  fo  much  enlarged 
as  to  come  forwards  into  the  cavity  of  the  bladder  and  fill  up  entirely  the 
paifage  at  the  neck  of  it.  The  bladder  itfelf  was  very  much  enlarged  and 
thickened  in  its  coats,  and  contained  above  twenty  ftones,  mofl  of  them 
lying  behind  the  projefting  procefs  of  the  proftate  gland,  and  the  refl  lodged 
in  fmall  facs,  made  by  the  internal  membrane  being  puflied  fome  little  way 
between  the  fafciculi  of  mufcular  fibres. 

The  proftate  gland  when  fwelled,  generally  becomes  firmer  in  its  con- 
fifl:ence.  The  effeds  of  thefe  fwellings  are  very  confiderable,  for  they 
fqueeze  the  fides  of  the  urethra  clofe  together,  and  the  projecting  point  , 
hinders  in  fome  degree  the  urine  from  entering  the  paffage,  and  in  many 
cafes  flops  it  entirely.  Further,  the  increafed  firmnefs  of  the  fubftance  of 
the  gland  hinders  it  from  yielding  to  the  force  of  the  urine,  fo  that  little  or 
none  can  pafs.  It  will  be  unneceflary  to  relate  the  particular  fymptoms 
which  this  difeafe  occafions ;  they  are  fuch  as  arife  from  any  floppage  of 
urine,  producing  an  irritable  bladder. 

When  a  difficulty  in  making  water  takes  place,  a  bougie  is  the  inflrument 
which  the  furgeon  will  naturally  have  recourfc  to,  and  if  he  finds  the  paf- 
fao-e  clear,  which  he  often  will,  in  fuch  cafes  he  may  very  probably  fufped: 
a  flone.  If  fearch  is  made  and  no  flone  felt,  he  fliould  naturally  fufpedt 
the  proftate  gland,  efpecially  if  the  found  or  inftrument  ufed  meets  with  a 
full  flop,  or  paffes  with  fome  difiiculty  juft  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  He 
fliould  examine  the  gland.  This  can  only  be  done  by  introducing  the 
finger  into' the  anus,  firft  oiling  it  well,  placing  the  forepart  of  the  finger 
towards  the  pubes ;  and  if  the  parts,  as  far  as  the  end  of  the  finger  can 
reach    are  hard,  making  an  eminence  backwards  into  the  redlum,  fo  tliat 

Z  2  tlie 


172  SUPPOSED    CONSEQUENCES    OF    GONORRHCEA. 

tlic  finger  is  obliged  to  be  removed  from  fide  to  lide,  to  feel  the  whole  extent 
of  fuch  a  fwelling,  and  it  alfo  appears  to  go  beyond  the  reach  of  the  finger, 
we  may  be  certain  the  gland  is  confiderably  fwelled,  and  is  the  principal 
caufe  of  thofe  fymptoms. 

I  have  known  cafes  where  the  common  catheter  has  been  puflied  through 
the  projedling  part  of  the  gland  into  the  bladder,  and  the  water  then  drawn 
ofF;  but  in  one  patient  the  blood  from  the  wound  paffed  into  the  bladder 
and  increafed  the  quantity  of  matter  in  it.  The  ufe  of  the  catheter  was 
attempted  a  fecond  time,  but,  not  fucceeding,  I  was  fent  for.  I  pafi^ed  the 
catheter  till  it  came  to  the  ftop,  and  then  fufpecling  that  this  part  of  the 
proftate  projedted  forwards,  I  introduced  my  finger  into  the  anus,  and  found 
that  gl'cUid  very  much  enlarged.  By  deprefling  the  handle  of  the  catheter, 
which  of  courfe  raifed  the  point,  it  pafled  over  the  prujcdion  j  but  unfor- 
tunately the  blood  had  coagulated  in  the  bladder,  which  filled  up  the  holes 
in  the  catheter  fo  that  I  was  obliged  to  withdraw  it,  and  clear  it  repeatedly. 
This  I  praftifed  feveral  days ;  but  fufpedling  that  the  coagulum  mull  in  the 
end  kill,  I  propofed  cutting  him  as  if  for  the  fi:one  ;  but  he  died  before  it 
could  be  conveniently  done,  and  the  difiedlion,  after  death,  explained  the 
cafe  to  be  what  I  have  now  defcribed. 

In  fome  of  thofe  cafes  where  this  part  of  the  gland  fwells  into  the  bladder 
in  form  of  a  tumor,  the  catheter  has  been  known  not  to  bring  off  the  water 
at  times  when  it  appeared  to  have  pafii^d  ;  and  upon  the  death  of  the  patient 
when  the  parts  have  been  examined,,  it  was  imagined  that  the  catheter,  in 
the  living  body,  had  made  its  way  into  the  tumor  fo  as  to  have  been  buried 
in  it  at  thofe  times.* 

From  the  knowledge  of  the  above-mentioned  fadls,  whenever  I  find  the 
urine  does  not  flow  immediately  upon  introducing  the  catheter  into  the 
bladder,  I  have  puflied  it  on  and  deprelTed  the  handle  fo  as  to  reach  the 
fundus  of  the  bladder  with  the  end  of  the  catheter,  and  have  always  fuc- 
ceeded.  For  the  more  ready  introduction  of  the  inflrument,  a  catheter  made 
flexible  at  the  point  only  for  about  an  inch,  is  perhaps  beft,  as  it  is  more 
under  the  command  of  the  hand  tlian  when  wholly  flexible. 

♦  Vide  plate  VII.. 
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If  the  bougie  be  ufed,  it  Ihould  be  firft  warmed  and  then  very  much 
bent  at  the  point,  and  allowed  to  cool  in  this  pofition,  and  paffed  quickly 
with  the  concave  fide  upwards,  before  it  lofes  the  bend  in  its  paffage.  But 
the  bougie  does  not  anfwer  fo  well  as  the  catheter,  becaufe  upon  'withdraw- 
ing the  bougie  the  fides  of  the  gland  foon  clofe  again.  I  have  known  where 
the  water  has  palled  by  the  fide  of  the  bougie  with  more  freedom  than  when 
it  was  pulled  out,  becaufe  the  bougie  gave  a  ftraightnefs  to  this  part  of  the 
canal,  which  it  had  not  when  the  bougie  was  withdrawn.  The  following 
cafe  is  a  ftrong  inflance  of  the  inconveniences  arifmg  from  fuch  a  difeafe  of 
the  proftate  gland. 

A  gentleman  was  attacked  with  a  fuppreifion  of  urine  ;  a  catheter  could 
not  be  paffed,  but  a  bougie  relieved  him.  He  continued  well  for  five  years ; 
but  the  fame  complaint  returning,  the  bougie  could  not  be  paffed,  and  the 
difeafe  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  ftridlure.  A  catheter  however  paffed,  although 
with  a  good  deal  of  difficulty ;  and  the  bougie,  though  often  tried,  could 
not  be  paffed,  excepting  once,  juft  after  ufing  the  catheter.  I  was  fent 
for,  and  tried  the  bougie  with  as  little  fuccefs,  and  was  obliged  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  catheter.  I  paffed  it  with  great  eafe,  and  the  water  was 
drawn  off.  The  late  Mr.  Tomkyns,  who  had  Daran's  bougie,  was  called; 
but  he  was  not  more  fuccefsful,  and  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
catheter ;  but  fuch  violence  was  ufed  as  caufed  a  good  deal  of  blood  to 
come  from  the  urethra,  and  after  all  it  did  not  fucceed.  I  was  again  con- 
fulted,  and  paffed  the  catheter,  but  with  much  more  difficulty  than  before, 
which  made  me  believe  that  the  paffage  had  been  a  good  deal  torn.  Upon 
taking  out  the  catheter  I  paffed  a  large  bougie  into  the  bladder  with  great 
eafe ;  this  I  allowed  to  remain  for  three  days,  and  the  patient  made  water 
tolerably  freely  by  the  fide  of  it.  The  moment  I  drew  out  the  bougie  I 
attempted  to  pafs  another,  but  did  not  fucceed,  although  I  gave  it  the  na- 
tural bend  of  the  paffage.  Upon  withdrawing  thofe  bougies  that  did  not 
pafs,  I  obferved  that  all  of  them  had  a  bend  at  the  point,  contrary  to  the 
diredion  of  the  paffage  j  this  made  me  fufpedt,  that  the  place  which  ftopped 
the  bougie,  was  on  the  pofterior  furface,  and  that  by  being  puflied  on,  it 
bent  forwards  into  the  palfige,  and  of  courfe  the  point  turned  back.  I 
therefore  took  a  thick  bougie ;  and,  before  I  introduced  it,  I  bent  the  point 
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alniofl  double,  fo  that  it  could  not  catch  at  the  poflerior  furface  of  the 
urethra,  where  I  fuppofed  the  ftop  to  be:  this  point  of  the  bougie  rubbed 
all  along  the  anterior  and  upper  furface  of  the  urethra,  by  which  means  it 
avoided  catching  on  the  poflerior  furface,  and  it  palled  with  great  eafe  into 
the  bladder.  He  made  water  by  the  fide  of  the  bougie,  as  before.  He  had 
been  for  Ibine  time  troubled  \vith  fits  of  an  intermittent,  which  at  firil  were 
very  irregular,  but  became  afterwards  more  regular.  In  one  of  the  cold 
fits,  the  bougie,  being  in  the  urethra,  gave  him  great  pain,  and  obliged 
him  at  laft  to  pull  it  out,  on  which  he  had  immediate  eafe.  The  fenfation 
was  as  if  it  flretched  the  paflage  too  much,  and  it  feemed  to  come  out 
with  difficulty.  This  looks  as  if  there  was  a  contradion  of  the  urethra,  as 
well  as  of  the  veffels  of  the  (kin,  in  the  cold  fit ;  fo  that  this  difpofition 
runs  deep.  By  giving  the  bougie  this  bend  he  was  able  for  the  future  to 
pafs  them  with  great  eafe.  I  may  jufl  obferve,  that  by  introducing  the 
finger  into  the  anus,  I  found  the  proftate  gland  much  enlarged. 

Many  patients,  while  labouring  under  any  of  the  before- mentioned  dif- 
eafes  of  the  urethra,  and  fometimes  even  after  they  have  been  cured  of  them, 
find  great  pain  in  throwing  forwards  the  femen,  having  a  fenfation  as  if  it 
fcalded.  This  arifes  from  the  very  irritable  flate  which  the  mufcles  of  this 
part  are  in,  giving  great  pain  by  their  own  adtion. 


I.     OF  THE  TREATMENT  OF  THE   SWELLED   PROSTATE 

GLAND. 

The  methods,  praftifed  in  the  above  cafes,  afforded  only  temporary  re- 
lief j  yet  fuch  muft  be  had  recourfe  to  in  order  to  prevent  the  confequenccs 
of  retaining  the  urijie  too  long.  As  a  temporary  relief  from  pain,  as  alfo 
to  remove  fpafm,  opiate  clyflers  fliould  be  thrown  up  once  or  twice  a  day. 
A  certain  cure,  I  am  afraid,  is  not  as  yet  difcovered. 

I  have  feen  hemlock  of  fervice  in  feveral  cafes.  It  was  given  upon  a 
fuppofition  of  a  fcrofulous  habit.  On  the  fame  principle  I  have  recom- 
mended fea-bathing ;  and  have  feen  confiderable  advantages  from  it,  and, 
in  two  cafes,  a  cure  of  fome  ftanding.  \ 

In 
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In  one  cafe  in  which  I  was  confulted,  the  furgeon  had  found  that  burnt 
fponge  had  reduced  the  fwelling  of  the  gland  very  confiderably. 

This  difeafe,  like  the  ftridure,  produces  complaints  in  the  bladder ;  but 
in  this  the  bladder  is  generally  more  irritable,  perhaps  from  the  caufe  being 
nearer  to  that  vifcus. 

Difeafes  of  the  veficulae  feminales  are  very  familiarly  talked  of;  but  I 
never  faw  one.  In  cafes  of  very  confiderable  induration  of  the  proilate 
gland  and  bladder,  where  the  furrounding  parts  have  become  very  much 
affedled,  I  have  feen  thefe  bags  alfo  involved  in  the  general  difeafe  ;  but  I 
never  faw  a  cafe  where  it  appeared  that  they  were  primarily  afteiled. 

In  a  cafe  of  a  fwelled  proftate  gland,  with  fymptoms  of  an  irritable  blad- 
der, in  a  young  gentleman  about  twenty  years  of  age,  Mr.  Earle  tried  a 
bliiher  to  the  perinasum  ;  but  not  finding  the  defired  efFe6t,  and  conceiving 
a  greater  irritation  and  difcharge  to  be  neceffary,  he  paifed  a  feton  in  the 
diredlion  of  the  perinseum.  The  orifices  were  about  two  inches  diftantfrom 
each  other.  The  fymptoms  of  irritability  in  the  bladder  began  to  abate, 
and  in  time  went  entirely  off.  Upon  examination  of  the  proftate  gland, 
from  time  to  time,  it  was  found  to  decreafe  gradually  till  it  was  nearly  of 
the  natural  fize.  The  feton  was  continued  fome  months,  and  upon  its 
being  withdrawn  the  fymptoms  began  to  return.  It  was  advifed  to  intro- 
duce it  again  ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  but  without  the  former  good 
effeds. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER      IX. 

OF  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  BLADDER,  PARTI- 
CULARLY FROM  THE  BEFORE-MENTIONED 
OBSTRUCTIONS    TO    THE    URINE. 

AL  L  the  difeafes  of  the  urethra,  as  alfo  the  difeafes  of  the  proflate 
gland,  I  have  now  treated  of;  and  fiiall  next  coniider  the  cffedls  of 
them  upon  the  bladder ;  as  alio  the  difeafes  of  that  vifcus,  independent  of 
affections  of  the  urethra. 

The  difeafe  of  the  bladder  arifing  from  obftrudlion  alone,  is  increafed  ir- 
ritability, and  its  confequences,  by  which  the  bladder  admits  of  little  diflen- 
tion,  becomes  quick  in  its  adlion,  and  thick  and  flrong  in  its  coats.  But 
prior  to  the  defcription  of  the  effefts  of  the  difeafes  of  the  urethra  on  the 
bladder,  it  will  be  neceflary,  for  the  better  underftanding  of  the  whole,  to 
make  fome  remarks  upon  thofe  difeafes  of  the  two  parts,  in  which  we  find 
that  each  effedts  the  other;  and  thex  I  fliU  confider  without  having  any 
regard  to  the  caufe,  but  only  to  the  general  effefts,  when  they  are  difeafcd. 
It  may  be  obferved,  that  every  organ  in  an  animal  body  is  made  up  of  dif- 
ferent parts,  the  functions  or  adtions  of  which  are  totally  different  from 
each  other,  although  all  tend  to  produce  one  ultimate  effeft.  In  moft,  if 
not  in  all,  when  perfect  there  is  a  fucceflion  of  motions,  one  naturally 
arifing  out  of  the  other,  which  in  the  end  produces  tlie  ultimate  effedl; 
and  an  irregularity  alone  in  thefe  adions  will  conflitute  difeafe,  at  leall 
produce  very  difagreeable  effedls,  and  often  totally  fruftrate  the  final  inten- 
tions of  the  organs. 

I  may  be  allowed  alfo  to  premife,  that  the  natural  width  of  the  urethra 
gives  fuch  a  refifiance  to  the  force  or  power  of  the  bladder  in  expelling  the 
urine,  as  is  eafily  overcome  by  the  natural  action  of  the  bladder ;  but  when 
the  canal  is  leflened,  either  by  flriccure,  fpafm,  fwelled  proflate  gland,  or 

any 
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any  other  means,  this  proportion  is  loft,  by  which  means  the  bladder  finds 
greater  difficulty  than  natural,  and  is  of  courfe  thrown  into  an  increafed 
adion  to  overcome  the  refiilance,  which  becomes  a  caufe  of  the  irritability 
and  increafed  flrength  of  this  vifcus  in  fuch  difeafes. 

It  is  to  be  underflood,  that  in  a  found  flate  of  thefe  two  parts,  the  blad- 
der and  urethra,  the  contradtion  of  the  one  produces  a  relaxation  of  the 
other,  and  vice  verfa;  fo  that  their  natural  actions  are  alternate,  and  they 
may  be  confidered  as  antagonift  mufcles  to  one  another.  Thus  when  the 
flimulus  of  expulfion  of  the  urine  takes  place  in  the  bladder,  which  imme- 
diately produces  contrad:ions  in  it,  the  urethra  relaxes,  by  which  means  the 
urine  is  expelled  from  the  bladder,  and  allowed  to  pafs  through  the  urethra; 
and  when  the  adlion  ceafes  in  the  bladder,  the  urethra  contracts  again  like 
a  fphin<5ter  mufcle,*  for  the  purpofe  of  retaining  the  urine  which  flows 
into  the  bladder  from  the  kidneys  till  it  gives  the  ftimulus  for  expulfion 
again.  But  in  many  difeafes  of  thefe  two  parts,  this  neceffary  alternate  ac- 
tion is  not  regularly  kept  up,  the  one  not  obeying  the  fummons  of  the 
other.  This  irregularity  arifes  perhaps  oftner  from  difeafe  in  the  urethra, 
than  in  the  bladder ;  for  the  adtion  of  the  urethra  depends  upon  the  adtions 
of  the  bladder  ;  and  if  it  is  not  difpofed  to  obey  the  notices  of  the  bladder, 
then  there  mufl  be  an  irregularity  as  to  time,  which  produces  very  trouble- 
fome  fymptoms. 

We  find  in  many  difeafes  of  the  urethra,  fuch  as  ftrid:ures  and  fpafms, 
as  alfo  in  difeafes  of  certain  parts  belonging  to  this  canal,  fuch  as  the  pro- 
ftate,  and  Cowper's  glands,  that  there  is  a  greater  difpofition  in  this  canal 
for  contradlion,  than  common,  fo  that  when  the  bladder  has  begun  to  adt, 
the  water  is  not  allowed  to  flow,  the  urethra  not  immediately  relaxing; 
and  the  moment  fuch  a  fymptom  takes  place,  every  other  power  takes  the 
alarm,  and  is  brought  in  to  aflifl  the  bladder,  fuch  as  ftraining  violently 

*  It  maybe  remarked,  that  many  rphimSler  mufcles  have  two  caufcs  of  a6tion;  one  which  may 
be  called  involuntary,  depending  on  the  natural  ufes  and  aflions  of  the  parts  ;  the  other  is  volun- 
tary, where  a  greatfer  degree  of  adtion  can  be  produced  by  the  command  of  the  will :  and  when 
a  difeafed  aflion  takes  place,  it  is  probably  of  this  voluntary  aiflion,  for  it  is  an  increafed  adlion 
over  the  natural,  which  the  voluntary  is, 
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with  the  abdominal  mufcles,  and  mufclcs  of  retpiration,  from  all  which 
there  is  violent  pain  in  the  parts  immediately  concerned,  efpecially  in  the 
glans  penis. 

This  difcafc  has  different  degrees  of  violence.  When  flight,  the  diftance 
in  time  between  the  contra<ftion  of  the  bladder,  and  the  relaxation  of  the 
urethra  is  but  fliort,  only  giving  a  momentary  pain  and  flraining,  before 
the  urethra  relaxes,  and  the  water  flows  according  to  the  dilatation  of  the 
urtehra,  \\'hichj  in  many  of  thefe  cafes,  is  but  very  fmall.  In  others  the 
diftance  of  time  is  very  long,  many  ftraining  for  a  confiderable  time  bcfors 
a  drop  will  come  j  and  what  does  come  is  often  only  in  drops ;  and  fome- 
times  before  the  whole  urine  can  be  expelled  in  this  way,  the  fpafm  of  the 
urethra  comes  on  again,  and  there  is  a  full  ftop  v/hich  gives  excruciating 
pain  for  a  while  ;  but  at  laft  the  bladder  is  as  it  were  tired,  and  ceafes  to 
aft.  But  as  the  urine  in  fuch  cafes  is  feldom  all  difcharged,  and  often  but 
a  very  little  of  it,  the  fymptoms  foon  recur ;  and  in  this  way,  with  a  call  ta 
make  water  perhaps  every  hour  out  of  the  four  and  twenty,  the  patient  drags 
on  a  miferable  life. 

The  bladder,  in  all  cafes  of  obftruftion,  whether  conftant,  as  in  the  per- 
manent ftrifture,  or  fwelled  proftate  gland,  or  only  temporary,  as  in  the 
fpafmodic  ftriclure,  is  generally  kept  diftended,  but  much  more  fo  in  the 
permanent  ftrifture  ;  and  when  the  irritation  of  fulnefs  comes  on,  which  is 
very  frequent,  the  contraftion  of  that  vifcus  becomes  violent,  in  proportion 
to  the  refiftance  :  the  fympathetic  contraftion  of  the  mufcles  of  the  abdomen 
takes  place,  and  is  alfo  violent,  vet  the  water  at  fuch  times  iliall  only 
dribble,  and  be  difcharged  in  fmall  quantity ;  and  in  the  fpafmodic  ftrifture 
often  not  a  drop  fliall  pafs,  fo  that  the  bladder  is  never  entirely  empty  ;  and 
what  does  pafs  is  no  more  than  what  is  fufficient  to  take  off  the  irritation 
of  fulnefs ;  by  which  means  thefe  aftions  become  more  frequent,  and  con- 
fequently  there  is  almoft  always  a  conftant  oozing  of  urine  from  the  penis 
between  the  times  of  making  water.  This  however  is  not  always  the  cafe, 
for  the  bladder  fometimes  is  fo  irritable  as  not  to  ceafe  afting  till  it  has 
evacuated  the  whole  water ;  and  even  then  it  is  not  at  eafe,  but  ftill  ftrains 
though  there  is  nothing  to  throw  out,  the  aftion  of  the  blculder  becoming  a 
caufe.  of  its  own  continuance. 

In. 
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In  all  fuch  affedlions  of  the  bladder  there  is  a  fenfation  of  pain  and  itch- 
ing combined  in  the  glans  penis. 

If  the  fymptoms  are  more  urgent  than  what  can  be  accounted  for  upon 
the  fuppofition  of  a  flridture  or  difeafe  of  the  proflate  gland,  a  Hone  is  to 
be  fufpefted. 


I.  OF  THE  TREATMENT  WHEPvE  THE  ACTIONS  OF  THE 
URETHRA  AND  BLADDER  DO  NOT  EXACTLY  ALTER- 
NATE. 

The  cure,  where  the  difeafe  arifes  from  fpafm  alone,  confifts  in  removing 
the  difpofition  to  over-adlion  in  the  urethra,  and  the  irritable  dilpofition  of 
the  bladder  when  the  urethra  does  not  obey  it.  Perhaps  opiate  clyfters,  as 
a  temporary  means  of  relief,  are  the  very  beft  medicines  that  can  be  admi- 
niftered.  I  have  known  a  blifter  to  the  loins,  or  to  the  perinsum,  remove 
the  fpafm,  in  a  great  meafure,  from  the  urethra. 

When  the  circumftance  of  the  ultimate  aftions  of  thefe  parts  not  being 
regular  arifes  from  ftridure,  fwelled  proflate  gland,  or  any  mechanical  ob- 
ftru6tion  to  the  urine,  then  that  caufe  muft  be  removed,  as  has  been  fully 
defcribed  in  the  treatment  of  thefe  difeafes. 


II.     OF  THE  PARALYSIS  OF  THE  BLADDER  FROM  OB- 
STRUCTION TO  THE  PASSAGE  OF  THE  URINE. 

We  may  obferve  that  the  bladder  is  a  part  eafily  deprived  of  its  power 
of  contradtion ;  for  we  find  in  many  debilitating  difeafes  and  long  illnefles 
from  any  caufe,  as  fever,  gout,  and  confiderable  local  difeafes  which  debi- 
litate, that  the  bladder  often  becomes  paralytic,  and  tlie  water  muft  be 
drawn  off.  We  may  alfo  obferve  when  the  bladder  has  been  diftended 
confiderably,  from  whatever  caufe,  fo  as  to  have  its  contradlile  power  de- 
ftroyed,  that  there  is  a  confiderable  extravafation  of  blood  from  the  inner 
furface  of  the  bladder,  fo  tliat  the  water  which  is  evacuated  is  often  ex- 
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trcmely  bloody.  I  have  (een  in  cafes  where  the  patient  has  died  with  this 
obrtrudion  upon  him,  that  the  inner  membrane  of  the  bhidder  has  been 
almofh  black,  being  loaded  with  extravafated  blood,  but  this  fymptom  of 
bloody  urine  goes  oft",  as  the  bladder  acquires  again  its  power  of  aiflion. 

In  the  difcafes  of  the  urethra,  before-defcribed,  when  not  properly,  or 
in  time,  attended  to,  and  in  cafes  of  ftridlure,  where  Nature  has  not  been 
able  to  relieve  herfelf,  the  water  muft  of  courfe  be  retained  in  the  bladder, 
which  is  perhaps  always  produftive  of  another  difeafe,  that  is,  the  lofs  of 
the  power  of  contraftion  of  that  vifcus.  Although  this  one  efFed:,  the  re- 
tention of  urine,  arifes  from  very  different  caufes,  as  before-related,  yet 
immediate  relief  muft  be  given  in  all  of  them,  which  can  only  be  effedled 
by  the  evacuation  of  the  water.  According  to  the  nature  of  the  obftruftion, 
the  mode  of  evacuation  will  be  different,  and  will  be  of  two  kinds,  one  by 
the  natural  paffage  by  means  of  an  hollow  tube,  the  other  by  an  artificial 
opening  made  into  the  bladder. 

If  the  caufes  of  fuppreffion  are  either  fpafmodic  affedlions  of  the  urethra, 
a  fwelled  proftate  gland,  inflammation  in  the  furrounding  parts  of  the  ure- 
thra, or  tumors  prelTing  upon  it,  as  happens  in  pregnant  women,  immediate 
relief  may  be  procured  by  means  of  a  catheter,  becaufe  under  fuch  circum- 
rtances  a  catheter  will  moft  probably  pafs,  the  fides  of  the  canal  being 
merely  forced  together  by  fpafm,  or  external  prellure. 

A  bougie,  although  it  will  alfo  pafs  under  fuch  circumftances,  will  not 
anfwer  fo  well,  becaufe  a  bougie  muft  be  withdra\\'n  before  the  water  can 
flow,  which  will  allow  the  caufe  of  the  obftrudion  to  exert  again  its  full 
force  ;  and  if  the  fpafm  fhould  not  now  exift,  yet  the  bougie  will  not  anfwer, 
unlefs  there  be  a  power  of  adlion  in  the  bladder ;  for  it  is  with  difficulty  that 
the  urine  can  be  made  to  pafs  through  the  urethra,  by  prefling  the  abdo- 
men only. 

When  the  catheter  is  pafled,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  make  the  patient 
{train  with  his  abdominal  mufcles,  as  alfo  with  his  mufcles  of  refpiration, 
to  fqueeze  out  the  water,  the  bladder  having  no  power  of  contraftion,  and 
even  this  will  not  be  fufficient,  for  it  will  be  neceffary  to  prefs  on  the  region 
of  the  pubes,  with  the  hand,  to  make  the  water  flow. 

In  cafes  where  there  is  a  confiderable  degree  of  debility  in  the  bladder,  or 
in  thofe  cafes  where  there  is  a  confiderable  ftrangury  and  of  long  ffandmg, 
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and  where  a  fmall  quantity  of  urine  in  the  bladder  gives  the  ftimulus  of 
fulnefs  to  that  vifcus,  which  is  always  attended  with  confiderable  urgency 
to  make  water  i  and  where  only  very  fmall  quantities  are  e\'acuated,  the 
bladder  not  being  emptied  at  each  time  of  making  it,  and  when  a  catheter, 
either  rigid  or  flexible,  can  with  readinefs  be  paffed,  the  queftion  is,  What 
is  the  beft  way  upon  the  whole  to  evacuate  the  water  ?  There  are  three 
ways  in  which  it  can  be  done,  one,  by  allowing  the  parts  to  do  their  own 
bufinefs  as  much  as  they  can,  and  this  at  firil;  fight  might  be  fuppofed  to  be 
the  very  befl: ;  but  it  is  in  fome  cafes  the  very  worfl ;  for  the  frequency  of 
the  inclination  to  make  water,  arifmg  from  the  water  not  being  wholly 
evacuated  each  time,  the  evacuation  not  readily  taking  pl'ce,  increafes  the 
effort,  and  for  a  few  minutes  produces  excruciating  pain,  keeping  up  a  con- 
fiderable and  almoft  conftant  irritation  in  all  thofe  parts,  which  few  can 
bear.  Another  method  is,  to  draw  off  the  water  each  time  with  a  cathe- 
ter, but  this  in  many  cafes  is  next  to  impracticable ;  for  fuppofing  the 
operation  to  be  performed  only  twice  or  three  times  in  the  day,  we  fliall 
find  that  this  is  oftner  than  what  fhould  be  done.  The  third  method  is, 
to  leave  the  catheter  almoft  conflantly  in  the  bladder. 

Which  of  thefe  three  methods  is  likely  to  give,  on  the  whole,  the  leaft 
irritation  mufl  depend  upon  circumflances  attending  different  cafes.  Where 
the  frequency  and  the  urgency  is  great,  and  the  flowing  of  the  water  dif- 
ficult, either  the  fecond  or  the  third  is  to  be  purfued  ;  and  when  the  fymp- 
toms  are  fuch  that  a  catheter  mufl  be  paffed  very  often,  I  believe  it  had 
better  be  left  in,  only  taking  it  out  occafionally.  I  think  this  is  fupported 
by  obfervation  and  experience. 

It  fometimes  happens  in  cafes  of  fwelled  proflate  gland,  that  the  catheter 
cannot  be  paffed  without  the  utmofl  difhculty,  and  when  this  has  been  the 
cafe  I  have  left  it  in  the  bladder,  for  fear  of  not  being  able  to  pafs  it  again, 
and  continued  it  there  till  the  bladder  has  fufficiently  recovered  its  tone, 
which  is  known  by  its  being  able  to  throw  the  urine  through  the  catheter,- 
after  which  that  inflrument  may  be  withdrawn. 

If  the  fpafm,  in  fuch  cafes  as  arife  from  that  caufe,  fliould  ftill  continue 
after  the  bladder  has  recovered  its  tone,  we  muft  continue  the  ufe  of  the 
catheter.     But  it  often  happens  that  the  fpafm  leaves  the  urethra  before 
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the  bladder  recovers  its  power  of  contradton,  the  difcafe  becoming  then 
limply  a  paralyfis  of  that  vifcus. 

One  of  the  firfl:  fymptoms  of  the  bladder  beginning  to  regain  its  power 
of  contraftion  is,  the  fenfation  of  fulnefs,  or  an  inclination  to  make  water, 
and  when  that  fenfation  comes  on  the  patient  (hould  be  allowed  to  make 
water,  but  not  to  force  it,  for  that  circumftance  alone  will  bring  on  the 
fpafni  if  the  urethra  is  not  very  ready  to  dilate.  I  have  feen  however  in 
fome  cafes,  that  a  flight  fenfation  is  not  altogether  to  be  depended  upon, 
for  it  required  a  little  retention  more  efFedlually  to  Simulate  the  bladder  to 
adion,  and  then  the  water  has  pafled  more  freely. 

The  fpafmodic  contradlion  of  the  urethra  does  not  appear  to  give  up  its 
aftion  fimply  upon  the  ftimulus  or  inclination  to  make  water,  and  not  till 
the  bladder  begins  to  have  the  power  of  contradlion  ;  for  in  cafes  where 
the  bladder  is  paralytic,  and  yet  fenfible  of  the  ftimulus  arifing  from  being 
full,  as  it  does  not  contradl,  the  urethra  does  not  relax,  and  the  water  can- 
not be  made  to  pafs. 

It  would  appear,  that,  as  the  bladder  recovers  of  the  paralyfis,  it  is  not 
able  to  contain  fo  much  water  as  ufual.  Therefore  the  patients  are  obliged 
to  make  water  often,  and  of  courfe  in  fmall  quantities. 


III.  OF  THE  CURE  OF  THE  PARALYSIS  OF  THE  BLAD- 
DER, FROM  OBSTRUCTION  ARISING  FROM  PRESSURE 
OR   SPASM. 

The  removal  of  the  caufes  of  the  paralyfis  of  the  bladder  was  fully  de- 
fcribcd  when  we  were  treating  of  the  difeafes  which  produce  that  complaint, 
and  the  immediate  relief,  when  the  bladder  is  rendered  inaftive,  has  juffc 
now  been  confidered ;  the  paralyfis  itfelf  is  therefore  the  only  remaining 
riling  to  be  attended  to.  In  this  difeafe  there  are  often  contrary  indications 
of  cure,  for  a  fpafm  is  very  different  from  a  paralyfis  j  and  if  the  fuppref- 
fion  is  from  fpafm,  and  that  flill  continues,  then  what  may  be  good  for 
the  paralyfis,  may  be  bad  for  the  fpafm.  As  in  fuch  cafes  the  water  can 
be  drawn  off,  the  bladder  fhould  be  firfl  attended  to.      Stimulants  and 
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flrengtheners  are  ufeful ;  bliflers  to  the  loins  to  rouze  the  bladder  to  aftion, 
and  biifters  to  the  perinseum,  to  take  off  the  fpafm  from  the  urethra,  often 
fucceed.  Eledricity  is  fometimes  of  fingular  fervice,  when  applied  in  fuch 
cafes  to  the  perinseum.  Through  the  whole  of  the  cure  the  urine  muft  be 
drawn  off  frequently,  becaufe  the  bladder  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  be  di- 
flended,  which  otherways  would  be  the  confequence ;  and  the  fenfation 
arifing  from  the  diHention  of  that  vifcus  is  a  very  oppreffive  one. 

A  gentleman  was  at  times  attacked  with  a  difficulty  in  making  water, 
which  he  paid  no  attention  to,  as  it  had  always  gone  off ;  but  at  lafl  he 
was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  catheter,  which  afforded  only  a  tempo- 
rary relief.  The  fpafm  continued,  and  I  was  fent  for.  When  I  palled  the 
catheter,  I  was  obliged  to  prefs  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  to  fqueeze 
out  the  water,  for  the  bladder  appeared  to  give  but  little  affiftance.  1  or- 
dered a  blifter  to  the  loins,  which  gave  fome  power  of  contradlion  to  the 
bladder,  and  took  off  fome  of  the  fpafm  in  the  urethra,  but  ftill  he  was 
very  little  relieved.  I  then  diredted  a  blifter  to  be  applied  to  the  perineum, 
which  immediately  removed  his  complaint.. 


CHx^PTER 


[    ^H   ] 


CHAPTER      X. 

OF  A  SUPPRESSION  OF   URINE— AND  OPERATI- 
ONS FOR  THE   CURE  OF   IT. 

IN  cafes  of  total  fuppreflion  of  urine  arifing  from  ftridlures,  or  other  caufes 
where  a  catheter  cannot  be  paffed,  and  where  every  other  method  re- 
commended is  impradlicable,  an  artificial  opening  muil  be  ma  e  into  the 
bladder  for  the  evacuation  of  the  water.  There  are  three  places  where  this 
opening  may  be  made,  and  each  has  had  its  advocates.  This  operation  has 
not  been  confidered  in  all  its  circumftances  in  different  patients,  fo  as  to 
direft  the  young  furgeon  in  the  variety  of  cafes  that  may  occur  ;  for  under 
fome  circumftances  the  operation  is  more  advifeable  in  one  place  than  ano- 
ther ;  and  indeed  it  may  fometimes  be  next  to  impoffible  to  perform  it  in  a 
particular  part. 

The  opening  may  be  made  firft  in  the  perinjEum,  where  we  now  cut 
for  a  ftone  ;  fecondly,  above  the  pubes,  where  cutting  for  the  ilone  was 
formerly  pradlifed  ;  and  thirdly,  from  within  the  re(ftum,  where  the  bladder 
lies  in  contadt  with  the  gut. 

The  firfl  queflion,  which  naturally  occurs,  is.  Which  of  thofe  fituations 
is  the  mo  ft  proper  for  the  fafety  of  the  patient,  the  evacuation  of  the  water, 
and  the  conveniency  of  operating,  when  no  particular  circumftance  forbids 
either  of  the  fituations  ? 

On  the  firft  view  of  the  fubjecff,  one  would  be  apt  to  prefer  that  above 
the  pubes,  or  from  the  redlum,  as  the  bladder  is  nearer  to  either,  and  the 
parts  more  adapted  to  an  operation  than  from  the  perineum,  where  we 
mufl  cut  at  random.  Thefe  two  fituations,  although  the  mofl  proper  in 
this  refpedl,  under  certain  circumftances,  yet  may  become  the  moil  impro- 
per, for  they  are  fubjetft  to  greater  changes  than  the  perineum. 

The 
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The  reafons  that  may  render  it  very  improper  above  the  pubes  are,  the 
perfons  being  very  fat,  or  the  bladders  not  diftending  fufficiently  fo  as  to 
rife  above  the  pubes,  which  is  common  enough  in  difeafes  of  thofe  parts. 

In  very  fat  people  it  v^ill  be  found  that  the  fubilance  to  be  cut  through 
may  be  three,  or  four  inches,  vvhich  will  not  only  make  the  operation  very 
unpleafant,  but  often  improper  ;  for  fuch  thicknefs  of  parts  will  make  the 
fwell  of  the  bladder  very  obfcure  and  uncertain  ;  in  many  the  bladder  is 
fo  difeafed  as  to  allow  of  but  little  diftention,  and  in  fuch  the  fymptoms  of 
fulnefs  come  on  very  early,  perhaps  when  there  is  only  a  few  ounces  of 
water  colledbed.  But  if  the  retention  has  been  for  fome  confiderable  time, 
as  twenty-four  hours,  then  we  may  fuppofe  that  the  bladder  has  allowed  of 
diftention  to  a  much  greater  degree,  which  may  in  fome  cafes  be  afcertained 
by  introducing  the  finger  into  the  rectum. 

But  where  the  bladder  diftends,  and  the  parts  are  fo  thin  that  it  can  be 
plainly  felt  above  the  pubes,  I  fee  no  material  objedlion  to  this  fituation  ; 
and  it  has  this  advantage  over  the  operation  by  the  redlum,  that  a  catheter 
can  more  eafily  be  introduced,  and  kept  in,  which  will  be  neceflary  to  be 
done  till  the  caufe  is  removed. 

It  may  be  neceffary  here  to  mention  fome  precautions  refpedling  the  keep- 
ing the  inftrument  in  the  bladder ;  as  alfo  the  beft  kind  to  be  ufed.  It 
muft  be  an  hollow  tube,  and  fliould  reach  as  far  as  the  poflerior  furface  of 
the  bladder,  for  upon  the  contradion  of  that  vifcus  its  anterior  part  recedes 
backwards  and  downwards  from  the  abdomen  towards  its  fixed  point,  which 
may  draw  the  bladder  off  from  the  tube.  But  as  the  diflance  between  the 
fkin  of  the  abdomen  and  pofterior  furface  of  the  bladder  cannot  be  exaftiv 
afcertained,  the  cannula  may  be  either  too  long,  or  too  fliort ;  if  too  long, 
its  end  may  prefs  upon  the  pofterior  furface  of  the  bladder  and  produce  ul- 
ceration there,  and  in  time  work  its  way  into  the  reftum.  To  avoid  this 
mifchief,  as  alfo  the  inconveniences  arifing  from  its  being  too  ihort,  and 
the  bladder  flipping  off  from  its  end,  I  would  recommend  the  tube  to  be 
made  with  a  curve,  and  to  lie  with  its  convex  fide  on  the  pofiierior  part  of 
the  bladder,  which  being  a  large  furface,  and  following  nearly  the  fame 
curve  as  the  cannula,  lefs  mifchief  is  to  be  expeded.  The  openings  into 
the  cannula  may  be  made  on  the  concave  fide. 

B  b  Probably 
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It  would  probably  be  both  fafcr  and  eafier  for  the  patient,  to  have 
the  curved  end  of  the  catheter  introduced  into  the  urethra  from  the  blad- 
der. The  pafilng  of  it  into  the  urethra  is  very  pradiicable ;  and  we 
know  that  fuch  a  body  lying  in  the  urethra  is  not  produdtive  of  any  mif- 
chief.  A  common  catheter  pailed  in  this  way  enters  fo  far  as  to  bring  the 
handle  alinoft  flat  to  the  belly,  at  moft  only  a  little  bolfter  between  the 
catheter  and  belly  is  neceflary,  and  then  with  a  piece  of  tape  fixed  to  the 
handle  of  the  catheter  it  might  be  fallened  to  the  body  ;  or  a  fliort.  catheter 
might  be  made  with  ears  to  fix  the  tape  to.*  In  cafes  where  the  cannula 
has  remained  in  the  urethra  fome  time,  the  artificial  paffage  will  become  in 
fome  degree  permanent,  fo  that  it  may  be  taken  out  occafionally,  and  cleaned 
from  any  Itony  matter  that  may  be  attached  to  it.  To  avoid  this  part  of 
the  operation  it  has  been  recommended  to  have  two  cannulas,  one  within 
the  other,  that  by  drawing  out  the  inner  it  m.ay  be  cleaned,  and  again  in- 
troduced ;  but  in  moil  cafes  it  will  alfo  be  necclfary  to  withdraw  the  outer 
one,  as  its  external  furface  will  contra6t  a  cruft. 

The  fecond  method,  or  pundlure  by  tlie  anus,  will  more  commonly  admit 
of  being  performed  than  that  above  the  pubes  j  for  it  does  not  require  that 
diftention  of  bladder  which  the  other  does,  therefore  not  fo  often  imprac- 
ticable from  that  caufe ;  and  perhaps  the  only  obftacle  here  is  a  fwelled 
proftate  gland.  In  many  of  thefe  cafes  of  difeafes  of  the  urethra,  the  pro- 
ftate  gland  is  very  much  fwelled,  which  I  can  conceive  may  make  the  proper 
place  for  the  punfture  very  uncertain  ^  for  the  proflate  gland,  in  fuch  cafes, 
\vill  be  prelfed  down  towards  the  anus,  before  the  bladder,  and  will  be  the 
firft  thing  felt  by  the  finger.  Care  muft' therefore  be  taken  to  diftinguifli 
the  one  from  the  other,  which  can  only  be  done  by  getting  the  finger  beyond 
the  proflate  gland,  which  may  not  be  practicable;  and  if  practicable,  it 
may  not  be  an  eafy  matter  to  diftinguiOi  the  one  from  the  other,  as  a  thick- 
ened and  diftended  bladder  may  feem  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  fame 

*  Where  this  operation  is  performed  in  confequence  of  a  ftriiSlure,  I  ha\-e  conceived  that  by 
pafling  a  catheter  into  the  urethra  from  the  bladder  till  it  comes  to  the  ftriilure,  and  then  palling 
another  ftraight  cannula  from  the  glans  down  the  urethra,  that  the  two  may  nearly  me^-t,  only 
having  the  ftriclure  between  them  ;  and  a  piercer  may  be  palled  down  and  forced  into  the  eiid 
of  the  one  from  the  bladder^  and  afterwards  either  a  bougie  or  hollow  catheter  introduced. 

tumdr. 
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tumor.  However,  if  the  objedions  given  to  the  performing  it  above  the 
pubes  exift,  I  fhould  prefer  operating  by  the  redlum ;  for  although  the 
probability  of  fucceeding  here  may  not  be  apparently  greater  than  above  the 
pubes,  yet  the  chances  are  in  its  favour. 

I  mufl  however  obferve  here,  that  the  objecflions  which  I  have  ftarted. 
are  only  raifed  in  my  own  mind  from  my  knowledge  of  the  difeafes  of  thofe 
parts,  and  not  from  cafes  of  fuppreffion  of  urine  under  all  the  before-, 
mentioned  circumftances  having  occurred  to  me  in  practice. 

A  cafe  of  a  total  fuppreffion  of  urine  arifmg  from  flridlure,  where  no  in- 
flrument  could  be  palTed  by  the  natural  paffage,  and  where  a  punfture  was 
made  into  the  bladder,  from  the  reclum,  with  fuccefs,  is  related  in  the' 
Philofophical  Tranfad:ions,  by  Dr.  Hamilton  of  Kings-Lynn  in  Norfolk.* 

What  led  Dr.  Hamilton  to  do  it  here,  was  a  difficulty  which  was  found 
in  paffing  the  clyfler-pipe  into  the  redlum,  which  induced  him  to  introduce 
his  finger  into  the  anus,  and  he  found  the  bladder  fo  prominent  in  the  rec- 
tum as  to  give  the  hint  of  performing  the  operation  there. 

The  man  was  put  into  the  fame  pofition  as  in  the  operation  for  the 
flone,  and  a  trochar  was  introduced  upon  the  finger  into  the  anus,  and 
thrufl;  into  the  lower  and  moft  prominent  part  of  the  tumor,  in  the  dire6lion 
of  the  axis  of  the  bladder,  and  upon  withdrawing  the  piercer  the  water 
flowed  out  through  the  cannula. 

A  flraight  catheter  was  then  introduced  through  the  cannula,  leall;  the 
orifice  in  the  bladder  fhould  be  dra\\'n  off  from  the  cannula. 

Then  the  cannula  was  pulled  out  over  the  catheter,  which  was  left  in  till 
the  whole  water  was  evacuated,  and  was  then  withdrawn. 

The  bladder,  notwithftanding  this  perforation,  retained  the  water  as 
ufual,  till  the  inclination  to  make  it  came  on  ;  and  when  he  performed  the 
aftion  of  making  water,  the  orifice  in  the  bladder  feemed  to  open,  and  it 
ruflied  out  by  the  anus.  This  continued  about  two  days,  when  the  water 
Ijegan  to  find  its  natural  paflage,  and  a  bougie  was  introduced  into  the 
bladder,  through  the  urethra,  which  gave  a  free  pallage  for  the  water,  and 
of  courfe  lefs  came  by  the  anus ;  fo  tlaat  on  the  fixth  day  after  the  operation 

*  Philofophical  Tranfaftion  for  the  Year  1776,  vol.  66,  page  578. 
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the  whole  came  by  the  natural  paflage.  The  man  continued  the  ufe  of  the 
bougie  till  the  ftriclure  was  dilated.  Dr.  Hamilton  further  remarks,  that  in 
thofe  cafes  of  fuppreiTion  of  urine,  in  general,  he  has  found  that  calomel 
and  opium,  in  large  dofes,  anfwer  better  than  any  thing  he  has  tried.  He 
is  convinced,  from  repeated  trials,  that  the  fpecific  efHcacy  is  in  the  calomel, 
as  large  dofes  of  opium  alone  have  proved  ineffeftual  j  but  he  does  not  fay 
tliat  calomel  alone  will  anfwer.  He  orders  ten  grains  of  calomel  with  two 
of  opium,  to  be  repeated  in  fix  hours  if  it  has  not  anfwered  in  that  time  ^ 
and  he  fays  he  has  feldom  been  obliged  to  give  a  third  dofe. 

This  method  of  tapping  the  bladder  was  firft  fuggefted  by  Monf.  Fleurant, 
furgeon  to  the  Charite,  at  Lyons,  in  the  year  1750.  The  operation  was 
performed  at  that  time,  and  an  account  of  it  was  afterwards  publifhed  by 
Monf.  Pouteau,  in  1760,  with  the  liiiftory  of  three  cafes,  in  all  which  the 
operation  was  performed  by  A'lonf.  Fleurant.  The  propriety  of  performing 
the  operation  in  this  part  occurred  to  him  in  a  manner  fimilar  to  that  before- 
related  of  Dr.  Hamilton ;  for  in  introducing  the  finger  into  the  redlum  to 
examine  the  ftate  of  the  bladder  in  a  cafe  where  he  was  going  to  punfture 
in  the  perinseum,  he  found  the  bladder  fo  prominent  there,  and  fo  much 
within  the  reach  of  his  inftrument,  that  he  immediately  altered  his  inten- 
tion, and  performed  it  in  this  part.  He  very  readily  drew  off  the  water, 
and  kept  the  cannula  in,  with  a  T  bandage,  till  the  urine  came  the  right 
way,  and  then  withdrew  it,  and  all  terminated  well.  But  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  trouble  on  account  of  the  cannula  being  left  in  on  going  to  ftool,  as 
alfo  from  the  ccnftant  dribbling  of  the  water  througli  it,  all  of  which  was 
prevented  in  Dr.  Hamilton's  cafe,  by  removing  the  cannula  immediately 
upon  the  evacuation  of  the  water.  This  was  produdive  of  another  good 
effedt,  which  was  the  retention  of  the  urine  till  the  ftimulus  of  fulnefs  was 
given,  and  then  it  paffed  through  the  artificial  as  it  would  through  a  natu- 
ral paffage.  Should  this  be  a  conftant  effeft  in  confequence  of  performing 
the  operation  here,  I  think  it  mufl  be  owned  to  be  an  unexpedled  circum- 
flance  which  at  firft  could  not  have  been  imagined.* 

*  A  hiftory,  with  a  defcription  of  this  operation,  is  publifhed  by  Mr.  Reid,  furgeon,  of  Chcl- 
fea,  in  1778. 

In 
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In  another  patient  of  Monf.  Fleurant's,  the  cannula  was  kept  in  the 
anus  and  bladder  thirty-nine  days,  without  any  inconveniency ;  fo  that  the 
objedion  to  this  part  of  the  operation  cannot  be  material.  Pouteau  men- 
tions one  cafe  where  he  performed  this  operation,  in  the  year  1752,  and 
the  man  died.*  He  fays,  I  was  called  to  vifit  a  poor  man  fuffering  under 
a  retention  of  urine,  fo  obftinate  and  violent  that  it  had  already  the  fymp- 
toms  of  what  is  called  a  reflux  of  urine  into  the  blood ;  and  the  complaint 
had  continued  more  than  three  days.  An  empiric,  to  whofe  care  he  had 
been  entrufted,  after  having  very  improperly  given  him  the  moft  powerful 
diuretics,  had  likewife  the  rafhnefs  to  fearch  him.  It  appears  probable, 
that  thefe  attempts,  which  were  made  without  fuccefs,  mull  have  increafed 
the  mifchief.  A  catheter  could  not  be  paifed  into  fuch  parts  by  unflcilful 
hands,  without  increafing  the  inflammation.  I  only  made  three  flight 
efforts  to  effed  a  paflTage  into  the  bladder  by  the  urethra,  which  appeared 
to  be  much  difeafed,  as  well  by  the  effufion  of  blood,  as  the  extreme  pain 
which  thefe  attempts  produced.  I  determined  at  once  to  do  as  before,  and 
plunged  my  trochar  by  the  recflum  into  the  bladder.  The  fuccefs  was  ex- 
actly the  fame;  the  bladder  was  entirely  emptied,  and  I  allowed  the  cannula 
to  remain  there  a  whole  night  and  a  day,  during  which  time  the  urine 
flowed  without  intermiflion.  Every  thing  went  on  without  any  accident 
which  could  be  fuppofed  connedled  with  the  operation  ;  and  death,  which 
happened  next  day,  was  entirely  independant  of  it. 

One  mufl:  fuppofe  with  Pouteau,  that  the  death  of  the  patient  could  not 
have  arifen  from  this  operation,  but  from  the  preceding  difeafes. 

The  bags'  called  veficulas  feminales,  and  the  ha^morrhoidal  vefl"els,  have 
been  mentioned  as  parts  in  danger  of  being  wounded  in  the  operation,  and 
thereby  proving  troublefome;  but  if  either  of  them  are  wounded,  no  incon- 
venience can  arife.  To  avoid  the  veficulas  fezninales,  it  is  recommended  to 
perforate  high  up,  and  diredly  in  the  middle  of  the  bladder,  between  the 
two  fldes  ;  and  this  fltuation  is,  at  the  fame  time,  the  one  where  the  he- 
morrhoidal veflfels  are  the  fmallefl:,  and  therefore  it  is  of  lefs  confequence  if 
they  are  wounded. 

*  Pouteau  Melanges  de  Chirurgie,  printed  at  Lyons,  1760,  page  506,  507,  and  508. 

It 
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It  muft  appear  from  the  following  cafe,  lent  me  by  a  gentleman,  that  a 
communication  being  kept  up  between  the  bladder  and  red:um,  is  only  in- 
convenient, and  not  fo  much  fo  as  might  be  expedted. 

"  With  relpedl  to  the  lailor  who  palTed  his  urine  by  the  rcdum,  I  have 
examined  the  few  papers  by  me,  but  cannot  UnA  the  particular  remarks  I 
made;  however,  as  the  cafe  was  fmgular,  I  recolleift  die  man  told  me, 
that  a  few  years  before,  (this  was  at  Madras  hofpital,  in  December  1779) 
he  had  the  venereal  difcafe,  very  bad,  and  long ;  that  the  urine  came  by  the 
anus,  but  this  paffage  healed  up,  and  it  came  by  the  penis,  and  continued 
to  do  fo  till  he  caught  the  difeafe  again,  when  tlie  urine  found  its  way  a 
a  fecond  time  by  the  anus,  and  came  that  way  for  years.  When  he  firft 
came  under  my  care,  in  the  hofpital  at  Bombay,  February  1779,  he  felt  no 
uneafinefs  or  inconvenience  from  this  manner  of  pafling  his  urine  ;  when- 
ever he  had  an  inclination  to  make  water  he  fit  down.  I  often  made  him 
lie  upon  his  breafi:,  with  his  legs  drawn  up,  and  the  ftream  came  through 
the  anus  with  s^reat  force." 

In  other  cafes,  in  confequence  of  abfcefles  forming  between  the  bladder 
and  redlum,  where  they  have  not  healed  up,  there  has  been  a  reciprocal 
paffing  of  the  contents  of  thefe  cavities  from  the  one  to  the  other. 

It  only  remains  to  fpeak  of  the  pundlure  in  the  perineum.  An  obftruc- 
tion  to  the  urine  taking  place  in  the  natural  paflage  prevents  us  from 
introducing  an  inflrument  in  mofl  of  thofe  cafes,  and  deprives  us  of  all  the 
advantages  we  could  receive  from  it  as  a  guide  in  the  operation  ;  yet  there 
may  be  cafes  of  flrifture,  where  by  cutting  into  the  urethra,  beyond  the 
flridlure,  the  water  will  flow ;  but  this  mufl  be  done  without  any  guide  or 
direction,  and  requires  a  nice  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  parts ;  or  if 
the  obftrudlion  arifes  from  the  valvular  projection  of  the  proflate  gland,  a 
ftafF  may  be  paffed  as  far  as  this  projecflion,  and  cut  upon  as  for  the  ftone, 
the  furgeon  only  making  a  fmaller  incifion,  ufing  a  fmall  gorget,  or,  in  the 
room  of  that,  a  trochar  of  a  particular  form  might  be  run  along  it  into 
the  bladder ;  for  although  the  llaff  does  not  enter  the  bladder,  yet  the  di- 
ftance  to  pafs  through  without  this  guide  is  but  fmall.  If  this  cannot  be 
done,  a  fmall  and  deep  incifion  may  be  made  in  the  perineum,  with  an 
impofthume  lancet  towards  the  bladder;  the  point  of  the  trochar  is  to  be 

introduced 
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introduced  by  this,  the  furgeon  paffing  at  the  fame  time  the  forefinger  of 
the  other  hand  into  the  anus,  which  will  be  a  guide  both  for  the  direction 
of  the  inftrument,  as  alfo  to  avoid  its  point  paffing  into  the  rectum.  With 
thefe  precautions  the  error  cannot  be  great. 

I  muft  own,  however,  that  I  have  not  feen  cafes  enough  to  enable  me  to 
p-ive  all  the  varieties  that  commonly  happen,  and  of  courfe  to  give  all  the 
advantages  and  difadvantages  of  each  method. 


I.     OF  ALLOWING  A  CxlTHETER  TO  REMx\IN  IN  THE 
URETHRA  AND  BLADDER. 

In  cafes  of  debility  of  the  bladder,  and  where  a  catheter  palles  with  dif- 
ficulty, or  with  great  uncertainty,  and  in  cafes  where  it  mufh  be  ufed 
frequently,  aiid  for  a  length  of  time,  it  will  be  neceilary  to  keep  an  in- 
ftrument  in  the  urethra  and  bladder,  fo  as  to  allow  the  water  to  pafs 
through  it  freely.  A  common  catheter,  or  one  made  of  the  elaftic  gum 
is  perhaps  the  beft  inftrument ;  but  it  raufl  be  fixed  in  the  canal ;  this  will 
be  bell  done  by  its  outer  end  being  tied  to  fome  external  body,  as  I  lliall 
now  defcribe.  When  the  catheter  is  fairly  in  the  bladder,  the  outer  end  is 
rather  inclined  downwards,  nearly  in  a  line  with  the  body.  To  keep  it  in 
this  pofition  we  may  take  the  common  ftrap  or  belt-part  of  a  bag-trufs, 
w^ith  two  thigh-ftraps  either  fixed  to  it  or  hooked  to  it,  and  coming  round 
each  thigh  forwards  by  the  fide  of  the  fcrotum,  to  be  fafiened  to  the  belt 
where  the  ears  of  the  bag  are  ufually  fixed.  A  fmall  ring  or  two  may  be 
fixed  to  each  ftrap  juft  where  it  pafles  the  fcrotum  or  root  of  the  penis  ;  and 
with  a  piece  of  fmall  tape,  the  ends  of  the  catheter  may  be  fixed  to  thofe 
rings,  which  will  keep  it  in  the  bladder.  A  bit  of  rag  about  four  or  five 
inches  long,  with  a  hole  at  the  end  of  it,  pafled  over  the  exterior  end  of  the 
catheter,  and  the  loofe  end  allowed  to  hang  in  a  bafon,  placed  betvi'een 
the  thighs,  will  catch  the  water  which  cannot  difengage  itfelf  fiom  the  ca- 
theter, and  keep  the  patient  dry ;  or  if  another  curved  pipe  is  introduced 
into  the  catheter  it  will  anfwer  the  fame  purpole. 

Under 
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Under  fuch  treatment  the  bladder  will  never  be  allowed  to  be  diftended ; 
and  when  the  patient  wants  to  have  the  bladder  in  lome  degree  emptied, 
he  has  only  to  ikain  with  his  abdominal  mukles,  by  which  means  he  will 
be  able  to  throw  out  a  great  deal  at  each  time. 

As  the  bladder  begins  to  recover  its  adions,  the  patient  will  find  that 
an  inclination  to  make  water  will  come  on,  and  at  thofe  times  he  will  alio 
find  that  the  water  will  come  from  him  without  (training  with  the  abdo- 
minal mufcles ;  when  this  takes  place  readily,  the  catheter  may  be  taken 
out,  and  it  will  be  found  that  he  will  be  able  in  future  to  make  water  of 
himfelf.  If  it  is  neceflary  to  keep  in  the  catheter  a  confiderable  time,  it 
will  be  the  caufe  of  a  great  deal  of  flime  and  mucus  being  formed  in  the 
urethra  and  bladder ;  but  I  believe  this  is  of  no  confequence.  I  have 
known  a  catheter  kept  in  this  way  for  five  montlis  without  any  inconveniency 
whatever. 

In  all  cafes  where  it  is  neceffary  to  keep  an  extraneous  body  for  a  con- 
fiderable time  in  the  bladder,  whether  in  an  artificial  paflage  or  the  natural 
one,  it  will  be  proper  a  few  days  after  its  firfl:  introdud.ion  to  withdraw  it 
and  examine  whether  it  is  incrufting,  or  filling  up  in  its  cavity  with  the 
calculous  matter  of  the  urine.  If,  after  remaining  in  the  bladder  for  fome 
days,  it  has  contradled  none,  we  need  be  under  no  apprehenfions  of  its 
doing  it;  but  if,  as  frequently  happens,  it  fhould  have  collefted  a  confide- 
rable quantity,  then  it  will  be  neceflary  to  have  it  occafionally  withdrawn 
and  cleaned.  The  befi:  method  probably  of  doing  this  is  to  put  it  in  vine- 
gar, which  will  foon  diflblve  the  flony  matter. 


II.     OF  THE  INCREASED  STRENGTH  OF  THE  BLADDER. 

The  bladder,  in  fuch  cafes  as  have  been  defcribed,  having  more  to  do 
than  common,  is  almoll  in  a  conftant  Hate  of  irritation  and  aftion ;  by 
which,  according  to  a  property  in  all  mufcles,  it  becomes  ftronger  and 
ftronger  in  its  mufcular  coats ;  and  I  fufpedt,  that  this  difpofition  to  become 
ftronger  from  repeated  adion,  is  greater  in  the  involuntary  mufcles  than 
the  voluntary ;  and  the  reafon  why  it  fliould  be  fo,  is,  I  think,  very  evident; 

for 
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for  in  the  involuntary  mufcles  the  power  fhould  be  in  all  cafes  capable  of 
overcoming  the  refiftance,  as  the  power  is  always  performing  fome  natural 
and  neceffary  aftion  ;  for  whenever  a  difeafe  produces  an  uncommon  refift- 
ance  in  the  involuntary  parts,  if  the  power  is  not  proportionally  increafed, 
the  difeafe  becomes  veiy  formidable ;  whereas,  in  the  voluntary  mufcles, 
there  is  not  that  neceffity,  becaufe  the  will  can  fhop  whenever  the  mufcles 
cannot  follow  j  and  if  the  will  is  fo  difeafed  as  not  to  flop,  the  power  in 
voluntary  mufcles  fhould  not  increafe  in  proportion. 

I  have  fccn  the  mufcular  coats  of  the  bladder  near  half  an  inch  thick, 
and  the  fafciculi  fo  ftrong  as  to  form  ridges  on  the  infide  of  that  cavity  ;* 
and  I  have  alfo  feen  the  fafciculi  very  thin,  and  even  wanting  in  fome  parts 
of  the  bladder,  fo  that  a  hernia  of  the  internal  coat  had  taken  place  between 
the  fafciculi,  and  formed  pouches. +  Thefe  pouches  arife  from  the  thin 
parts  not  being  able  to  fupport  the  actions  of  the  flrong  j  as  happens  in 
ruptures  at  the  navel,  or  rings  of  the  abdomen. 


III.     OF  THE  DISTENTION  OF  THE  URETERS. 

It  fometimes  happens  that  the  irritation  from  the  diftention  of  the  blad- 
der, and  the  difficulty  in  throwing  out  its  contents,  is  fo  great,  that  the 
urine  is  prevented  from  flowing  freely  into  that  vifcus  from  the  ureters, 
which  become  thereby  preternaturally  diftended.  The  pelvis  of  the  kid- 
neys, and  infundibula  are  alfo  enlarged  ;  but  how  far  this  dilatation  of  the 
ureters  and  pelvis  is  really  owing  to  a  mechanical  caufe  I  am  not  fo  clear  ; 
or  whether  it  is  not  a  difpofition  for  dilatation  arifing  out  of  the  ftimulus 

*  This  appearance  was  long  fuppofed  to  have  arifen  from  a  difeafe  of  that  vifcus  :  but  upon 
examination  I  found  that  the  mufcular  parts  w^ere  found  and  diflincl ;  that  they  were  only  in- 
creafed in  bulk  in  proportion  to  the  power  they  had  to  exert ;  and  that  it  was  not  a  confequencc 
of  inflammation,  for  in  that  cafe  parts  are  blended  into  one  indiftiniS:  mafs. 

f  This  is  perhaps  the  caufe  of  the  ftone  being  often  found  in  a  pouch  formed  In  the  bladder: 
for  the  bladder  in  cafes  of  flone  is  often  very  flrong,  which  arifes  from  the  violent  contraction 
of  that  vifcus,  caufed  by  the  irritation  of  the  ftone  on  the  fides  of  it ;  and  alfo  from  the  ftone 
being  often  oppofed  to  the  mouth  of  the  urethra  in  the  time  of  making  water. 

C  c  given 
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given  by  the  bladder.  In  fome  cafes  of  long  ftanding,  where  tjie  bladder 
was  become  very  thick,  and  had  been  for  a  long  time  a(3:ing  with  great 
violence,  it  had  affedted  the  mamilliE,  fo  that  the  furface  of  thefe  procefles 
produced  a  matter,  and  perhaps  even  the  fecreting  organs  of  the  kidneys,  fo 
that  the  urine  fecreted  was  accompanied  with  a  pus,  ariling  from  the  irri- 
tation being  kept  up  in  all  thefe  parts. 

The  urine  in  the  above  cafes  is  generally  ftale,  even  before  it  is  thrown 
out  of  the  bladder,  which  when  joined  with  the  circumftance  of  the  linen 
being  conflantly  kept  wet,  by  the  almoft  continual  difcharge  of  urine,  be- 
comes very  offenfive,  and  it  is  hardly  poffible.  to  keep  the  patient  fweet. 


IV.    OF  IRRITABILITY  IN  THE  BLADDER  INDEPENDENT 
OF  OBSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE  PASSAGE  OF  THE  URINE. 

Another  difcafe  of  the  bladder,  connected  with  the  prefeat  fubjecft,  is, 
where  that  vifcus  becomes  extremely  irritable,  and  will  not  allow  of  its 
ufual  diflention.  The  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe  are  very  fnnilar  to  thofe 
arifing  from  obftruftions  to  the  paflage  of  the  urine  in  the  urethra,  but 
with  this  difterence,  that  in  the  prefent  difeafe  the  urine  flows  readily,  be- 
caufe  the  urethra  obeys  the  fummons  and  relaxes  ;  however,  there  is  often 
confiderable  draining,  after  the  water  is  all  voided,  arifing  from  the  muf- 
cular  coat  of  the  bladder  ftill  continuing  its  contractions. 

This  irritability  of  the  bladder  often  arifes  from  local  caufes,  as  a  ftone, 
cancer,  or  tumors  forming  on  the  infide,  all  which  produce  irritability  of 
this  vifcus.  In  fuch  cafes  the  ftraining  is  violent,  for  the  caufe  ftill  remains 
which  continues  to  give  the  flimulus  of  fomething  to  be  expelled,  and  the 
bladder  continues  to  contradl  till  tired,  as  in  the  cafes  of  fimple  irritability j 
and  then  there  is  a  refpite  for  a  time  ;  but  this  refpite  is  of  fliort  duration, 
for  the  urine  is  foon  accumulated. 

This  difeafe  will  in  the  end  be  fatal  by  producing  an  heftic  fever. 

Y.     OF 
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V.     OF  THE  CURE  OF  SIMPLE  IRRITABILITY  OF  THE 

BLADDER. 

When  the  fymptoms  arlfe  from  irritability  alone,  and  not  from  a  llone, 
or  any  local  affeftion,  the  nature  of  the  complaint  may  not  at  firll;  be  fo 
obvious  ;  temporary  relief  may,  however,  be  procured  by  opium,  which  is 
moil  effedtual  in  flight  and  recent  cafes ;  and  if  it  be  applied  as  near  to  the 
part  as  pofllble,  its  effefts  will  be  more  evident ;  and  therefore  it  may  be 
given  by  clyfler  as  well  as  by  the  mouth. 

I  fhould,  however,  be  inclined  to  rely  on  a  blifter  applied  to  the  peri- 
nsum,  or  to  the  lower  part  of  the  fmall  of  the  back,  or  upper  part  of  the 
facrum,  if  more  convenient,  than  to  any  other  method  of  cure. 

In  all  cafes,  where  there  is  an  irritation  of  the  bladder,  the  patient 
fhould  never  endeavour  to  retain  his  water  beyond  the  inclination  to  make 
it.  It  hurts  the  bladder  and  increafes  its  irritability  j  and  indeed  I  am  apt 
to  think  that  this  circumftance,  even  in  found  parts,  is  often  a  predifpofmg 
caufe  of  difeafe  in  this  vifcus  and  its  appendage,  the  urethra ;  for  I  have 
known  feveral  cafes  where  it  has  brought  on  the  fpafmodic  ftrifture  in  the 
urethra,  in  found  parts  ;  and  it  is  frequently  an  immediate  caufe  of  flran- 
gury  in  thofe  who  have  either  a  ftridlure,  or  a  difpofition  to  fpafms  in  thofe 
parts. 

A  gentleman,  in  perfect:  health,  from  retaining  his  urine  beyond  the 
inclination,  in  the  playhoufe,  had  all  the  fymptoms  of  an  irritable  bladder 
brought  on,  which  continued  for  feveral  years,  rendering  him  miferable. 


VI.     OF  A  PARALYSIS  OF  THE  ACCELERATORES  URINiE. 

In  many  irritntions  of  tlie  bladder,  the  urethra  not  only  relaxes  diredlly 
on  the  ftimulus  to  make  water  being  felt  in  that  vifcus,  as  has  been  de- 
fcribed,  but  a  paralyfis  fometimes  takes  place  in  the  voluntary  mufcles  of 
thofe  parts,  fo  that  the  will  cannot  command  them  to  contradl  to  hinder 

C  c  2  the 
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the  inconveniences  that  may  attend  an  immediate  evacuation  of  that  fluid. 
If  we  attempt  to  ftop  the  water,  which  is  an  adt  of  the  will,  it  is  in  vain ; 
the  acceleratores  will  not  obey,  and  the  water  flows. 

A  blifler  applied  to  the  pcrinicum  will  have  coniiderable  eftedls  in  re- 
moving this  complaint. 


CHAPTER 


[    197    ] 


CHAPTER      XI. 


OF  THE  DISCHARGE  OF  THE  NATURAL  MUCUS 
OF  THE  GLANDS  OF  THE  URETHRA. 


T 


■^HE  fmall  glands  of  the  urethra,  and  Cowper's  glands,  fecrete  a  flimy 
mucus,  fimilar  to  the  white  of  an  egg  not  coagulated.  This  feldom 
appears  externally,  or  flows  from  the  urethra,  but  during  the  indulgence  of 
lafcivious  thoughts,  and  is  feldom  or  never  attended  to,  excepting  by  thofe 
who  are  under  apprehenfions  either  of  a  gonorrhoea  coming  on,  or  imagine 
the  lafl  infedlion  is  not  gone  off  entirely,  and  are  therefore  kept  in  conftant 
terror  by  this  natural  difcharge.  They  often  find  it  in  fuch  quantity  as  to 
leave  fpots  on  the  fhirt,  but  without  colour  j  and  often  after  toying,  the 
lips  of  the  urethra  are  as  it  were  glewed  together  by  it,  from  its  drying 
there,  which  appearances  alarm  the  mind  of  the  patient  without  caufe. 
Although  this  is  only  a  natural  difcharge,  and  is  fecreted,  at  fuch  times, 
under  the  fame  influence  which  naturally  produces  it,  it  mufl:  be  owned, 
that  it  is  commonly  much  increafed  in  thofe  cafes  of  debility  ariiing  from 
the  mind,  which  is  probably  not  eaflly  to  be  accounted  for.  It  would 
feem  that  the  conteft  between  the  mind  and  the  body  increafes  this  fecre- 
tion,  for  it  cannot  be  confidered  as  a  difeafe  of  the  parts. 


I.     OF  THE  DISCHARGE   OF   THE   SECRETIONS   OF  THE 
PROSTATE  GLAND  AND  VESICULrE  SEMINALES. 

This  complaint  Is  imagined  to  be  the  confequence  of  the  venereal  difeafe 
in  the  urethra  ;  but  how  far  this  is  really  the  cafe  is  not  certain  ;  though 
moft  probably  it  is  not.  It  is  a  difcharge  of  mucus  by  the  urethra  which 
generally  comes  away  with  the  laft  drops  of  urine,  efpecially  if  the  bladder 

is 
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is  irritable  j  and  flill  more  at  the  time  of  being  at  ftool,  particularly  if  the 
patient  be  coftive ;  for,  under  fuch  circumflances,  the  draining  or  adtions 
of  the  mufcles  of  thofe  parts  are  more  violent.  It  has  generally  been  fup- 
pofed  that  this  difcharge  is  femen ;  and  the  dileafe  is  called  a  feminal  weak- 
nefs :  but  it  appears  from  many  experiments  and  obfervations,  that  the 
difcharge  is  undoubtedly  not  femen.  It  is  only  the  mucus  fecreted  either  by 
the  proflate  gland,  by  thofe  bags  improperly  called  veficulajfeminales,  or 
both  J  and  it  may  not  be  improper  to  give  here  the  diftinguifhing  marks 
between  thefe  two  fluids.  Firft,  we  may  obfenve  the  difcharge  in  queftion 
is  not  of  the  fame  colour  with  the  femen,  and  is  exactly  of  the  colour  of 
the  mucus  of  the  proflate  gland,  and  of  thofe  bags.  It  has  not  the  fame 
fmell,  and  indeed  it  hardly  has  any  fmell  at  all.  The  quantity,  evacuated 
at  one  time,  is  often  much  more  confiderable  than  the  evacuation  of  femen 
ever  is  ;  and  it  happens  more  frequently  than  it  could  poflibly  do  were  the 
difcharge  femen.  It  is  a  difeafe  that  often  attacks  old  men,  where  one  can 
hardly  fuppofe  much  femen  to  be  fecreted  ;  and  we  find  that  thofe,  who  are 
affeded  with  this  difeafe,  are  no  more  deficient  in  the  fecretion  and  evacua- 
tion of  the  femen,  in  the  natural  way,  than  before  they  had  the  difeafe.  If 
the  mind  be  at  eafe,  this  fliall  take  place  immediately  after  a  difcharge  of 
femen,  as  well  as  before,  which  could  not  be  the  cafe  were  it  femen.  Fur- 
ther, if  thofe  that  labour  under  this  complaint,  are  not  connedled  with 
women,  they  are  fubjedl  to  nodurnal  difcharges  from  the  imagination,  as 
perfons  are  who  are  perfe6tly  found ;  and  indeed  moil  patients,  when  made 
acquainted  with  thefe  circumftances,  become  very  fenfible  that  it  is  not  the 
femen. 

It  is  not  clear  what  the  difeafed  flate  of  the  parts  is  upon  which  this 
difcharge  depends,  whether  there  is  a  larger  fecretion  of  this  mucus  than 
natural,  or  whether  it  is  entirely  owing  to  a  preternatural,  uncommon 
aftion  of  thofe  parts  ;  and  if  this  laft,  why  thefe  parts  fliould  be  put  into 
adlion  when  the  bladder,  redlum,  and  abdominal  mufcles  are  thrown  into 
adtion  to  expel  their  contents,  is  not  eafily  explained.  It  is  plain  that  the 
mofl  violent  aftions  of  thefe  parts  are  necefiiiry  to  produce  this  evacuation ; 
for  it  does  not  come  Vt'ith  the  firfl  of  the  urine,  nor,  in  general, ,  with  an 
eafy  ilool. 

As 
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As  it  was  thought  to  be  a  feminal  difcharge,  it  was  imagined  to  arife 
from  a  weaknefs  in  the  organs  of  generation  ;  and  as  frequent  difcharges  of 
the  femen  in  the  natural  way  generally  weaken,  it  was  therefore  imagined 
that  this  difcharge  muft  alfo  weaken  very  conliderably ;  and  the  imagination 
will  operate  fo  ftrongly  as  to  make  the  patients  believe  they  really  are 
weakened.  Whether  the  caufe  of  fuch  a  difcharge  is  capable  of  weakening, 
I  will  not  pretend  to  fay  ^  but  I  believe  that  the  difcharge  limply  does  not. 
Fear,  and  anxiety  of  mind  may  really  weaken  the  patient.  In  the  cafes  I 
have  feen  of  this  kind,  the  mind  has  been  more  aifedled  than  the  body. 

From  my  own  pradlice,  I  can  hardly  recommend  any  one  medicine,  or 
way  of  life,  for  removing  this  complaint.  In  one  cafe  I  found  confiderable 
benefit  from  giving  hemlock  internally. 

The  idea,  that  has  been  formed  of  the  difeafe,  leads  to  the  practice  ge- 
nerally recommended,  fuch  as  giving  ftrengthening  medicines  of  all  kinds  ; 
but  I  never  fa w  any  good  effedls  from  any  of  them  ;  and  I  fhould  rather  be 
inclined  to  take  up  the  foothing  plan  to  prevent  all  violent  aftions.  Keep- 
ing the  body  gently  open  will  in  fome  degree  moderate  the  difcharge,  and 
probably  may  eifeft  a  cure  in  the  end. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER      XIL 
OF  IMPOTENCE. 

THIS  complaint  is  by  many  laid  to  the  charge  of  Oiianifm  at  an  early 
age;  but  how  far  this  is  jufl:,  it  will  in  many  cafes  be  difficult  to 
determine ;  for,  upon  a  ftridl  review  of  this  fubjedl,  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
by  far  too  rare  to  originate  from  a  pradlice  fo  general . 

How  far  the  attributing  to  this  pradtice  fuch  a  confequence,  is  of  public 
utility,  I  am  doubtful,  particularly  as  it  is  followed  moll  commonly  at  an 
age  when  confequences  are  not  fufficiently  attended  to,  even  in  things  lefs 
gratifying  to  the  fenfes  ;  but  this  I  can  fay  with  certainty,  that  many  of 
thofe,  who  are  affedted  with  the  complaints  in  queftion,  are  miferable  from 
this  idea  ;  and  it  is  fome  confolation  for  them  to  know  that  it  is  poffible  it 
may  arife  from  other  caufes.  I  am  clear  in  my  own  mind,  that  the  books 
on  this  fubjedl  have  done  more  harm  than  good. 

In  the  cafes  of  this  kind  that  have  come  under  my  care,  although  the 
perfons  themfelves  have  been  very  ready  to  fuppofe  that  the  difeafe  has  arifen 
from  the  caufe  here  alluded  to ;  yet  they  did  not  appear  to  have  given  more 
into  the  pradlice  than  common  ;  and  in  particular,  the  worfl  cafe  I  have 
ever  fecn  was  where  but  very  little  of  this  pradlice  had  ever  been  ufed,  much 
lefs  than  in  common  among  boys. 

Nothing  hurts  the  mind  of  a  man  fo  much  as  the  idea  of  inability  to  per- 
form well  the  duty  of  the  fex.  If  his  fcrotum  hangs  low  it  makes  him 
miferable ;  he  conceives  immediately  that  he  is  to  be  rendered  incapable  of 
performing  thofe  adls  in  which  he  prides  himfelf  mofl:.  It  is  certain,  that 
the  relaxation,  or  contradtion  of  the  fcrotum,  is  in  fome  degree  a  kind  of 
fign  of  the  conflitution  ;  but  it  is  of  the  conllitution  at  large,  not  of  thofe 
parts  in  particular.  Nurfes  are  fo  fenfible  of  the  contradtion  of  that  part 
being  a  fign  of  health  in  the  children  under  their  care,  that  they  take  notice 
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of  it.  The  relaxation  of  it  in  them  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  ina- 
bility to  perform  thofe  adls  at  one  time  more  than  another.  The  face  is 
one  of  the  figns  of  the  conftitution,  and  has  as  much  to  do  with   thofe  * 

peculiar  adls  as  the  fcrotum.  However  we  muft  allow  that  this  part  is 
much  more  lax  than  what  we  fhould  conceive  was  intended  by  Nature,  even 
in  young  men  who  are  well  in  health ;  but  as  this  is  very  general,  I  rather 
fufped  that  it  arifes  from  the  circumftances  of  the  part  being  kept  too 
warm,  and  always  fufpended,  the  mufcles  hardly  ever  being  allowed  to  adt, 
fo  that  they  have  lefs  force.  How  far  it  is  the  fame  in  thofe  countries 
where  the  drefs  does  not  immediately  fufpend  thofe  parts,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  afcertain.  Warmth  appears  to  be  one  caufe  j  for  we  find  that  cold 
has  generally  an  immediate  effeO: ;  but  this  is  perhaps  owing  to  its  not 
being  accuftomed  to  cold,  which  if  it  were,  it  might  poffibly  become  as 
regardlefs  of  it  as  it  is  of  warmth.  What  the  difference  is  in  this  part,  in 
a  cold  and  warm  climate,  all  other  circumftances  the  fame,  I  do  not  know. 
But  whatever  may  be  the  caufe,  if  it  is  really  in  common  more  lax  than 
intended  by  Nature,  it  is  of  no  confequence  as  to  the  powers  of  generation. 
The  tefticles  will  fecrete  whether  kept  high  or  low. 


I.     OF  IMPOTENCE  DEPENDING  ON  THE  MIND. 

As  the  parts  of  generation  are  not  neceffaiy  for  the  exiftence  or  lupport 
of  the  individual,  but  have  a  reference  to  fomething  elfe  in  which  the  mind 
has  a  principal  concern,  a  complete  adlion  in  thofe  parts  cannot  take  place 
without  a  perfedl  harmony  of  body  and  of  mind ;  that  is,  there  muft  be 
both  a  power  of  body,  and  difpofition  of  mind ;  for  the  mind  is  fubjed  to 
a  thoufand  caprices,  which  aifedl  the  adlions  of  thefe  parts. 

Copulation  is  an  adt  of  the  body,  the  fpring  of  which  is  in  the  mind  ; 
but  it  is  not  volition  ;  and  according  to  the  ftate  of  the  mind  fo  is  the  adt 
performed.  To  perform  this  acft  well,  the  body  fliould  be  in  health,  and 
the  mind  fliould  be  perfectly  confident  of  the  powers  of  the  body ;  the  mind 
fhould  be  in  a  ftate  entirely  difengaged  from  every  tiling  elfe;  it  fliould  have 
no  difficulties,  no  fears,  no  apprehenfions  j  not  even  an  anxiety  to  perform 
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the  aft  well  ;  for  even  this  anxiety  is  a  flate  of  mind  difterent  from  what 
(hould  prevail ;  there  fliould  not  be  even  a  fear  that  the  mind  itfelf  may 
find  a  difficulty  at  the  time  the  aft  fhould  be  performed.  Perhaps  no 
fanftion  of  the  machine  depends  fo  much  upon  the  itate  of  the  mind  as 
this. 

The  will,  and  reafoning  faculty,  have  notliing  to  do  with  this  power  ; 
they  are  only  employed  in  the  aft,  fo  far  as  voluntary  parts  are  made  ufe 
■  of;  and  if  they  ever  interfere,  which  they  foaietimes  do,  it  often  produces 
another  Hate  of  mind  which  deflroys  that  which  is  proper  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  aft  i  it  produces  a  defire,  a  wi{h,  a  hope,  which  are  all  only 
diffidence  and  uncertainty,  and  create  in  the  mind  the  idea  of  a  polfibility 
of  the  want  of  fuccefs,  which  deflroys  the  proper  ftate  of  mind,  or  neceffary 
confidence. 

Tliere  is  perhaps  no  aft  in  which  a  man  feels  himfelf  more  interefled,  or 
is  more  anxious  to  perform  well^  his  pride  being  engaged '  in  fome  degree, 
which,  if  within  certain  bounds,  would  produce  a  degree  of  perfection  in  an 
aft  depending  upon  the  will,  or  an  aft  in  voluntary  parts ;  but  when  it 
produces  a  ftate  of  mind  contrary  to  that  ftate,  on  which  the  perfeftion  of 
the  aft  depends,  a  failure  muft  be  the  confequence. 

The  body  is  not  only  rendered  incapable  of  performing  this  aft,  by  the 
mind  being  under  the  above  influence,  but  alfo  by  the  mind  being  perfeftly 
confident  of  its  power,  but  confcious  of  an  impropriety  in  performing  it ;. 
this,  in  many  cafes,  produces  a  flate  of  mind  which  fliall  take  away  all 
power.  The  ftate  of  a  man's  mind,  refpefting  his  fifter,  takes  away  all 
power.  A  confcientious  man  has  been  known  to  lofe  his  powers  on  finding 
the  woman,  he  was  going  to  be  connefted  with,  unexpeftedly  a  virgin. 

Shedding  tears  arifes  entirely  from  the  ftate  of  the  mind,  although  not 
fo  much  a  compound  aftion  as  the  aft  in  queftion ;  for  none  are  fo  weak  in 
body  that  they  cannot  fhed  tears ;  it  is  not  fo  much  a  compound  aftion  of 
the  mind  and  ftrength  of  body,  joined,  us  the  other  aft  is ;  yet  if  we  are 
afraid  of  fhedding  tears,  or  are  defirous  of  doing  it,  and  that  anxiety  is  kept 
up  through  the  whole  of  an  afFefting  fcene,  we  certainly  fJiall  not  flied 
tears,  or  at  leail  not  fo  freely  as  would  have  happened  from  our  natural 
feelings. 
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From  this  account  of  the  neceffity  of  having  the  mind  independent,  re- 
fpeding  the  aft,  we  muft  fee  that  it  may  very  often  happen  that  the  ftate 
of  mind  will  be  fuch  as  not  to  allow  the  animal  to  exert  its  natural  powers ; 
and  every  failure  increafes  the  evil.  We  muft  alfo  fee  from  this  ftate  of 
the  cafe,  that  this  aO:  muft  be  often  interrupted ;  and  the  true  caufe  of  this 
interruption  not  being  knov/n,  it  will  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  body,  or 
want  of  powers.  As  thefe  cafes  do  not  arife  from  real  inability,  they  are 
to  be  carefully  dlftlngulihed  from  fuch  as  do ;  and  perhaps  the  only  way 
to  diftingulfla  them  is,  to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  mind  refpedling  this 
aft.  So  trifling  often  is  the  circumftance  which  fhall  produce  this  inabi- 
lity, depending  on  the  mind,  that  the  very  defire  to  pleafe  ftiall  have  that 
effedt,  as  In  making  the  woman  the  fole  objedl  to  be  gratified. 

Cafes  of  this  kind,  we  fee  every  day ;  one  of  which  I  ftiall  relate  as  an 
illuftratlon  of  this  fubjeft,  and  alfo  of  the  method  of  cure. 

A  gentleman  told  me,  that  he  had  loft  his  virility.  After  above  an  hour's 
inveftigatlon  of  the  cafe,  I  made  out  the  following  fa£ls :  that  he  had,  at 
unneceflary  times,  ftrong  ered:ions,  which  fliowed  that  he  had  naturally 
this  power  ;  that  the  ereftions  were  accompanied  with  defire,  which  are  all 
the  natural  powers  wanted ;  but  that  there  was  ftill  a  defedt  fomewhere, 
which  I  fuppofed  to  be  from  the  mind ;  I  inquired,  if  all  women  were  alike 
to  him,  his  anfwer  was,  no ;  fome  women  he  could  have  connection  with, 
as  vv'ell  as  ever.  This  brought  the  defeat,  whatever  It  was.  Into  a  fmaller 
compafs  ;  and  It  appeared  there  was  but  one  woman  that  produced  this  ina- 
bility, and  that  it  arofe  from  a  defire  to  perform  the  a<5t  with  this  woman 
well ;  which  defire  produced  In  the  mind  a  doubt,  or  fear  of  the  want  of 
fuccefs,  which  was  the  caufe  of  the  Inability  of  performing  the  aft.  As 
this  arofe  entirely  from  the  ftate  of  the  mind,  produced  by  a  particular  cir- 
cumftance, the  mind  was  to  be  applied  to  for  the  cure ;  and  I  told  him 
that  he  might  be  cured.  If  he  could  perfeftly  rely  on  his  own  power  of 
felf-denial.  When  I  explained  what  i  meant,  he  told  me  that  he  could 
depend  upon  every  aft  of  his  will,  or  refolution ;  I  then  told  him.  If  he 
had  a  perfeft  confidence  In  himfelf  In  that  refpeft,  that  he  was  to  go  to 
bed  to  this  woman,  but  firft  promlfe  to  himfelf,  tliat  he  would  not  have 
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any  conneiftlon  with  her  for  fix  nights,  let  his  indinations  and  powers  be 
what  they  would  j  which  he  engaged  to  do ;  and  alfo  to  let  me  know  the 
refult.  About  a  fortnight  after  he  told  me,  that  this  refolution  had  produ- 
ced fuch  a  total  alteration  in  the  ftate  of  his  mind,  that  the  power  foon  took 
place  J  for  inftead  of  going  to  bed  with  the  fear  of  inability,  he  went  with 
fears  that  he  fhould  be  poflelfed  with  two  much  defire,  too  much  power,  fo 
as  to  become  uneafy  to  him,  which  really  happened ;  for  he  would  have 
been  happy  to  have  ihortened  the  time ,  and  when  he  had  once  broke  the 
fpell,  the  mind  and  powers  went  on  together  3  and  his  miiid  never  returned 
to  its  former  ftate. 


n.  OF  IMPOTENCE  FROM  A  WANT  OF  PROPER  COR- 
RESPONDENCE BETWEEN  THE  ACTIONS  OF  THE 
DIFFERENT    ORGANS. 

I  lately  obferved,  when  treating  of  the  difeafes  of  the  urethra,  and  blad- 
der, that  every  organ  in  an  animal  body,  without  exception,  was  made  up 
of  different  parts,  whofe  functions,  or  actions,  were  totally  different  from 
each  other,  although  all  tending  to  produce  one  ultimate  effedl.  In  all 
fuch  organs,  when  perfeft,  there  is  a  fucceffion  of  motions,  one  naturally 
arifing  oat  of  the  other,  which  in  the  end  produces  the  ultimate  effedt ; 
and  an  irregularity  alone,  in  thefe  adions,  will  conflitute  difeafe,  at  leaft 
will  produce  very  difagreeable  effeds,  and  often  totally  fruftrate  the  final 
intention  of  the  organ.  I  come  now  to  apply  this  principle  to  the  adtions 
of  the  tefticle  and  the  penis ;  for  we  find  that  an  irregularity  in  the  actions 
of  thefe  parts  fometimes  happens  in  men,  producing  impotence:  and  fome- 
thing  fimilar,  probably,  may  be  one  caufe  of  barrennefs  in  women. 

In  men,  the  parts  fubfervient  to  generation  may  be  divided  into  two, 
the  effential,  and  the  acceffory.  The  teflicles  are  the  effential ;  the  penis, 
&c.  the  acceffory.  As  this  divifion  arifes  from  their  ufes  or  adions  in 
health,  which  exaftly  correfpond  with  one  another;  a  \^'ant  of  exad:nefs  in 
the  correfpondence,  or  fufceptibility  of  thofe  adtions,  may  alfo  be  divided 
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into  two :  where  the  aftions  are  reverfed,  the  acceflbry  taking  place  without 
the  firft  or  effential,  as  in  eredtions  of  the  penis,  where  neither  the  mind, 
nor  the  teflicles,  are  ftimulated  to  aftion  ;  and  the  fecond  is  where  the  te- 
flicle  performs  the  adion  of  fecretion  too  readily  for  the  penis,  which  has 
not  a  correfponding  ere'3'ion.  The  firft  is  called  priapifm  j  and  the  fecond 
is  what  ought  to  be  called  feminal  weaknefs. 

The  mind  has  confiderable  effeft  on  the  correfpondence  of  the  actions 
of  thefe  two  parts  ;  but  it  would  appear  in  many  inftances,  that  ereftions 
of  the  penis  depend  more  on  the  ftate  of  the  mind,  than  what  the  fe- 
cretion. of  the  femen  does;  for  many  have  the  fecretion,  but  not  the  erec- 
tion ;  but  in  fuch,  the  want  of  eredion  appears  to  be  owing  to  the  mind 
only. 

Priapifm  often  arifes  fpontaneoufly,  and  often  from  vifible  irritation  of 
the  penis,  fuch  as  the  venereal  gonorrhoea,  efpecially  when  violent.  The 
fenfation  of  fuch  eredions  is  rather  uneafy  than  pleafant,  nor  is  the  fenfa- 
tion  of  the  glans  at  the  time  fimilar  to  that  arifing  from  the  eredtions  of 
defire,  but  more  like  to  the  fenfation  of  the  parts  immediately  after  coition. 
Such  as  arife  fpontaneoufly  are  of  more  ferious  confequence  than  thofe  from 
inflammation,  as  they  proceed,  probably,  from  caufes  not  curable  in  them- 
felves,  or  by  any  known  methods. 

The  priapifm  arifing  from  inflammation  of  the  parts,  as  in  a  gonorrhcca, 
is  attended  with  nearly  the  fame  fymptoms  ;  but  generally  the  fenfation  is 
that  of  pain,  proceeding  from  the  inflammation  of  the  parts.  It  may  be 
obferved,  that  what  is  faid  of  priapifm,  -is  only  applicable  to  it,  when  a 
difeafe  in  itfelf,  and  not  as  a  fymptom  of  other  difeafes,  which  is  frequently 
the  cafe. 

The  common  pradlice  in  the  cure  of  this  complaint  is  to  order  all  the 
nervous  and  ftrengthening  medicines,  fuch  as  bark,  valerian,  niull^,  cam- 
phor, and  alio  the  cold  bath.  I  have  feen  good  effedts  from  the  cold  bath ; 
but  fometimes  it  does  not  agree  with  the  conftitution,  in  which  cafes  I 
have  found  the  warm  bath  of  fervicc.  Opium  appears  to  be  a  fpecific  in 
many  cafes ;  from  which  circumftance  I  fliould  be  apt,  upon  the  whole, 
to  try  a  foothing  plan. 
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Seminal  weaknefs,  or  a  fecretion  and  emiflion  of  the  femen  without  erec- 
tions, is  the  reverfe  of  a  priapifiii,  and  is  by  much  the  word  difeafe  of  the 
two.  There  is  great  variety  in  the  degrees  of  this  difeafe,  there  being  all 
the  gradations  from  the  exatfl  correfpondence  of  the  adions  of  all  the  parts 
to  the  tefticles  adling  alone  ;  in  every  cafe  of  the  difeafe  there  is  too  quick  a 
fecretion  and  evacuation  of  the  femen.  Like  to  the  priapifm,  it  does  not 
arife  from  defires  and  abilities,  although  when  mild  it  is  attended  with  both, 
but  not  in  a  due  proportion ;  a  very  flight  defire  often  producing  the  full 
effeft.  The  fecretion  of  the  femen  fliall  be  fo  quick  that  fmiple  thought, 
or  even  toying  fhall  make  it  flow. 

Dreams  have  produced  this  evacuation  repeatedly  in  the  fame  night  j, 
and  even  when  the  dreams  have  been  fo  flight,  that  there  has  been  no  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  them  when  the  flecp  has  been  broken  by  the  acft  of  emiffion. 
I  have  known  cafes,  where  the  tefliicles  have  been  fo  ready  to  fecrete,  that 
the  leafl:  friction  on  the  glans  has  produced  an  emiffion  :  I  have  known  the 
fimple  adtion  of  walking,  or  riding,  produce  this  effcdi,  and  that  repeatedly, 
in  a  very  fliort  fpace  of  time. 

A  young  man,  about  four  or  five  and  twenty  years  of  age,  not  fo  much 
given  to  venery  as  mofl  young  men,  had  thefe  lafl-mentioned  complaints 
upon  him.  Three  or  four  times  in  the  night  he  would  emit ;  and  if  he 
walked  faft,  or  rode  on  horfeback,  the  fame  thing  would  happen.  He  could 
fcarcely  have  connedlion  with  a  woman,  before  he  emitted,  and  in  the  emif- 
fion there  was  hardly  any  fpafm.  He  tried  every  fuppofed  ftrengthening 
medicine,  as  alfo  the  cold  bath,  and  fea-bathing,  but  with  no  eifedl.  By 
taking  twenty  drops  of  laudanum,  on  going  to  bed,  he  prevented  the  night 
emiffions ;  and  by  taking  the  fame  quantity  in  the  morning,  he  could  walk 
or  ride,  without  the  before-mentioned  inconvenience.  I  directed  this  prac- 
tice to  be  continued  for  fome  time,  although  the  difeafe  did  not  return, 
that  the  parts  might  be  accuftomed  to  this  healthy  flate  of  ad;ion  ;  and  I 
have  reafon  to  believe  the  gentleman  is  now  well.  It  was  found  neceffary, 
as  the  conflitution  became  more  habituated  to  the  opiate,  to  increafe  th^ 
dofe  of  it. 

The  fpafms,  upon  the  evacuation  of  the  femen,  in  fuch  caies  are  ex-' 
tremely  flight,  and  a  repetition  of  them  foon  takes  place ;  the  firffc  emifTioa 

not 


SUPPOSED    CONSEQUENCES    OF    GONORRHCEA.  207 

not  preventing  a  fecond^  the  conftitution  being  all  the  time  but  little 
afrefted.*  When  the  tefticles  aft  alone,  without  the  accelTory  parts  taking 
up  the  neceflary  and  natural  ccafequent  aftion,  it  is  ftill  a  more  melancholy 
difeafe ;  for  the  fecretion  arifes  from  no  vifible,  or  fenfible  caufe,  and  does 
not  give  any  vifible  or  fenfible  efftO.,  but  runs  off  fimilar  to  involuntary 
flools,  or  urine.  It  has  been  obferved  that  the  femen  is  more  fluid  than 
natural  in  fome  of  thefe  cafes. 

There  is  great  variety  in  the  difeafed  actions  of  thefe  parts,  of  which  the 
following  cafe  may  be  confidered  as  an  example. 

A  gentleman  has  had  a  flricture  in  the  urethra  for  many  years,  for  which 
he  has  frequently  ufed  a  bougie,  but  of  late  has  negledled  it.  He  has  had 
no  connexion  with  women  for  a  confiderable  time,  being  afraid  of  the  con- 
fequences.  He  has  often  in  his  fleep  involuntary  emiffions,  which  gene- 
rally awake  him  at  the  paroxyfm  ^  but  what  furprifes  him  moft  is,  that 
often  he  has  fuch,  without  any  femen  pafling  forwards  through  the  penis,, 
which  makes  him  think  that  at  thofe- times  it  goes  backwards  into  the 
bladder.  This  is  not  always  the  cafe,  for  at  other  times  the  femen  pafi"es 
forwards.  At  the  time  the  femen  feems  to  pafs  into  the  bladder,  he  has 
the  eredtion,  the  dream,  and  is  av/aked  with  the  fame  mode  of  adtion,  the 
fame  fenfation,  and  the  fame  pleafure,  as  when  it  pafles  through  tlie  urethra, 
whether  dreaming  or  waking.  My  opinion  is,  that  the  fame  irritation  takes 
place  in  the  bulb  of  the  urethra  without  the  femen,  that  takes  place  there 
when  the  femen  enters,  in  confequence  of  all  the  natural  preparatory  fteps, 
whereby  the  very  fame  adlions  are  excited  as  if  it  came  into  the  pafiTage ; 
from  which  one  would  fuppofe  that  either  femen  is  not  fecreted,  or  if  it  be, 
that  a  retrograde  motion  takes  place  in  the  adions  of  the  acceleratores 
urinas ;  but  if  the  firft  be  the  cafe,  then  we  may  fuppofe  that  in  the  natu- 
ral ftate  the  adtions  of  thofe  mufcles  do  not  arife  fimply  from  the  ftimulus 
of  the  femen  in  the  part  j  but  from  their  adlion  being  a  termination  of  a 

*  It  IS  to  be  confidered  that  the  conftitution  is  commonly  affefled  bv  the  fpafms  only,  and  in 
proportion  to  their  violence,  independent  of  the  fecretion  and  evacuation  of  the  femen.  But  in 
fome  cafes  even  the  ereiSlion  going  off"  without  tlie  fpafms  on  the  emiflion,  Ihall  produce  the 
£ime  debility  as  if  they  had  taken  place. 

preceding 
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preceding  one  making  part  of  a  leries  of  adlions.  Thus  they  may  depend 
upon  the  fridlion,  or  the  imagination  of  a  friclion  on  the  penis,  the  tefticles 
not  doing  their  part,  and  the  fpafm  in  fiich  cafes  arifing  from  the  fridlion 
and  not  from  the  fecretion. 

In  many  of  thofe  cafes  of  irregularity,  when  the  eredion  is  not  ftrong, 
it  fhall  go  off  without  the  emiffion  ;  and  at  other  times  an  emiffion  fhall 
happen  almoft  without  an  eredlion  ;  but  thefe  arifc  not  from  debiUty,  but 
afFedions  of  the  mind. 

In  many  of  the  preceding  cafes,  wafhing  the  penis,  fcrotum,  and  perl- 
naeum  with  cold  water,  is  often  of  fervice ;  and  to  render  it  colder  than  we 
find  it  in  fome  feafons  of  the  year,  common  fait  may  be  added  to  it,  and 
the  parts  waflied  when  the  fait  is  almofl  dilTolved. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER      Xin. 

OF   THE   DECAY   OF    THE   TESTICLE. 

IT  would  appear  from  fome  circumftances,  that  the  parts  of  generation 
are  not  to  be  confidered  as  neceflary  parts  of  the  animal  machine,  but 
only  as  parts  fuperadded  for  particular  purpofes  ;  and  therefore  only  necef- 
fary  when  thofe  particular  purpofes  are  to  be  anfwered  j  for  we  may  obferve, 
that  they  are  later  of  coming  to  maturity  than  any  other  parts,  and  are 
more  liable  to  decay.  Thus  far  in  their  natural  properties  they  are  different 
from  moil  other  parts  of  our  body,  the  teeth  only  excepted,  v/hich  are  fimi- 
lar  in  fome  of  thofe  circumftances. 

The  tefticles  appear  to  be  more  fubjeft  to  fpontaneous  difeafe  than  any 
other  part  of  the  body :  but  what  is  the  moft  fingular  thing  of  all,  is  the 
wafting  of  thofe  bodies.  One  or  both  tefticles  fliall  wholly  difappear,  like 
to  the  thymus  gland,  or  membrana  pupillaris,  &c.  in  the  infant.  This 
we  do  not  find  in  any  parts  of  the  body  which  are  effential  to  its  oeconomy; 
excepting  the  parts  are  of  no  further  ufe,  and  might  become  hurtful  in  the 
body,  as  in  the  inftance  of  the  membrana  pupillaris  ;  but  the  tefticles  do 
not  undergo  this  change,  as  if  in  confequence  of  an  original  property  ftamped 
upon  them,  as  is  the  cafe  of  the  thymus  gland,  whenever  the  age  of  the 
perfon  is  fuch  as  to  render  them  ufelefs  ;  but  are  liable  to  it  at  any  age,  and 
therefore  the  difpofition  is  in  the  tefticles  themfelves,  independent  of  any 
connexion  with  the  animal  oeconomy.  An  arm,  or  leg  may  lofe  its  a<ftion, 
and  may  wafte  in  part,  but  never  wholly. 

Tefticles  have  been  known  to  wafte  in  cafes  of  rupture,  probably  from 
the  conftant  prelTure  of  the  inteftine.  Mr.  Pott  has  given  us  cafes  of  this 
kind.  I  have  feen  in  the  hydrocele  the  tefticle  almoft  wafted  to  nothing, 
probably  from  the  compreffion  of  the  water  ;  but  in  all  thefe  the  caufes  of 
wafting  are  obvious,  and  would  probably  produce  fimilar  effeds  in  other 
parts  of  the  body  under  the  fame  circumftances ;  but  a  tefticle  without  any 
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previous  dileafe  waftes  wholly  ;  or  at  other  times  it  inflames,  either  fponta- 
neoully,  or  from  fympathy  with  the  urethra,  becomes  large,  and  then  begins 
to  fublidc,  as  in  the  rclblution  of  common  inflammation  of  the  body,  but 
does  not  ftop  at  the  former  fize,  but  continues  to  decay  till  it  wholly  dif- 
appears.     The  following  cafes  are  inftances  of  this. 

Cafe  I.  A  gentleman  about  nine  years  ago  had  a  gonorrhoea,  with  a 
bubo,  which  fuppurated.  A  fwelling  of  one  of  the  tefticles  came  on,  for 
which  he  ufed  the  common  methods  of  producing  refolution,  and  feemingly 
with  fuccefs.  All  the  other  fymptoms  being  removed,  he  thought  himfelf 
quite  well  ;  b'ut  fome  time  after,  he  found  that  the  teflicle,  which  had  been 
fwelled,  was  become  rather  fmaller  than  the  other,  which  made  him  now 
pay  attention  to  it ;  this  decreafe  continued  till  it  wafted  entirely.  For  fome 
years  paft  tliere  has  been  no  appearance  of  a  tefticle.  lie  is  not  in  the 
leaft  difFerent  in  inclination,  or  powers,  from  what  he  was  before. 

Cafe  II,  communicated  by  Mr.  Nanfan.  "  A  gentleman,  aged  about 
eighteen,  who  never  had  any  venereal  complaint,  has  had  two  different 
attacks  of  the  fame  nature,  one  in  each  tefticle.  February  3,  1776,  after 
fkating  a  few  hours,  without  having  to  his  knowledge  received  any  injury 
from  it,  he  was  feized  with  a  violent  pain  and  inflammation  of  the  left 
tefticle,  which  in  a  few  days  increafed  much  in  fize.  A  furgeon  being  fent 
for,  followed  the  ufual  treatment  in  fuch  cafes  of  inflammation.  In  about 
fix  weeks  the  inflammation  and  fwelling  gradually  fubfided,  fome  hardnefs 
cnly  remaining.  A  mercurial  plaifter  was  now  applied,  which,  after  being 
worn  for  fome  time,  was  left  off.  The  tefticle  ever  fince  has  continued 
gradually  to  decreafe,  and  is  no  larger  than  a  horfebean  ;  indeed  the  body 
of  the  tefticle  is  quite  decayed,  nothing  remaining  but  what  feems  part  of 
the  epididymis.  It  appears  to  have  no  fenfe  of  pain,  except  when  prelled, 
and  is  very  hard  and  uneven  on  its  furface.  The  fpermatic  chord  is  not  in 
the  leaft  affedted.  Odober  20,  17775  he  was  feized  in  the  fame  manner  in 
the  right  tefticle,  without  any  apparent  caufe,  whereupon  I  was  applied  to. 
He  was  immediately  bled,  took  an  opening  mixture,  after  that  a  faline  mix- 
ture with  ■  tartar  emetic  ;  and  a  fomentation  and  embrocation  of  fpiritus 
mindereri,  and  fpiritus  vini,  was  ufed.  On  the  27th,  a  cataplafm  was  ap- 
plied of  linfecd  meal  and  aqua  vegcto-mineralis.     This  treatment  was  per- 

ftfted. 
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fifled  in  till  about  the  middle  of  November.  The  inflammation  v/ent  off, 
and  the  tefticle  feemed  much  in  the  natural  ftate.  On  December  19,  I  was 
applied  to  again  j  it  feemed  to  be  growing  hard,  and  decreafing  in  fize, 
inuch  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  other  had  done,  which  made  him  very 
unhappy.  I  ordered  him  fome  pills  with  calomel  and  tartar  emetic,  in 
hopes  of  increafing  the  fecretion  of  the  glands  in  general,  and  making  fome 
change  in  the  tefticle.  At  firfl  this  method  feemed  to  be  of  fervice,  but 
foon  loft  its  effedls,  and  the  tefticle  began  to  decreafe  juft  as  the  other  did." 
Mr.  Adair  and  Mr.  Pott  were  confulted  with  me,  but  nothing  could  be 
thought  of  that  could  give  any  hopes  of  fuccefs.  I  advifed  him  to  employ 
the  parts  in  their  natural  ufes,  as  much  as  inclination  led  him ;  but  all 
was  to  no  purpofe,  the  tefticle  continued  to  decreafe  till  not  a  veftige  was 
left. 

Cafe  III,  communicated  by  Dr.  Cothom  of  Worcefter.  "  A  young, 
man,  aged  fixteen,  was  fuddenly  feized  with  great  coldnefs  and  fhivering, 
attended  with  frequent  rigors.  During  this  paroxyfm,  which  continued 
three  hours,  his  pulfe  was  fmall  and  contradted,  and  fo  exceedingly  quick 
that  the  ftrokes  of  the  artery  were  with  difficulty  counted.  This  period 
was  fucceeded  by  an  intenfe  heat,  and  a  ftrong,  hard,  full  pulfe,  on  which 
account  he  was  copioufly  bled ;  a  dofe  of  cooling  phyllc  was  immediately 
adminiftered,  and  a  clyfter  thrown  up  to  promote  its  more  fpeedy  effedts. 
In  the  evening  the  bleeding  was  repeated.  All  this  day  he  complained  of 
excruciating  pain  in  his  loins,  and  the  fide  of  his  belly  defcending  down 
into  the  fcrotum.  On  examining  the  part  affedted,  I  faw  an  appearance  of 
inflammation  in  the  groin  of  the  left  fide,  and  a  great  tenfion  about  the 
ring  of  the  abdominal  mufcles,  with  an  enlargement  of  the  tefticles.  Thefe 
parts  were  now  ordered  to  be  fomented  with  a  difcutient  fetus  ftrongly  im- 
pregnated with  crude  fal  ammoniac,  and  to  be  bathed  with  fpiritus  minde- 
reri,  and  fpiritus  volat.  aromat.  before  the  application  of  each  ftupe  ^  and 
he  was  directed  to  take  fix  grains  of  the  pulv.  antimonialis,  with  fifteen 
grains  of  nitre  every  three  hours  j  his  food  to  be  thin  gruel,  with  fruit  and 
lemon-juice,  and  his  drink  barley-water  with  fugar  and  nitre.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this  antiphlogiftjc  plan  of  frequent  cooling  phyfic,  anodynes,  three 
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emetics,  and  thirteen  blood-lettings,  the  fever  continued,  and  the  pain,  in- 
flammation and  tumor  increafed  till  the  eighth  day,  including  the  firft  day 
of  feizure ;  when  feeing  no  hope  of  difcufling  the  tumor,  the  tefticle  being 
nearly  as  large  as  a  child's  head,  I  attempted  by  emollient  fotufes,  and  ma-  . 
turating  cataplafms,  to  bring  it  to  fuppuration.    On  the  loth,  a  fludluation 
was  perceptible  ;  and  on  the  12th,  much  more  fo,  the  fcrotum  having  then 
put  on  a  livid  appearance.     I  ufed  every  pollible  argument  for  permiflion 
to  open  it,  but  he  being  now  quite  eafy,  would  not  admit  it.    On  the  15th, 
the  patient  was  again  attacked  with  rigors,  coldnefs  and  fliivering,  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  great  feverifli  heat,  which  foon  terminated  in  a  profufe  fweat, 
yet  no  pain  attended  this  paroxyfm.     In  the  evening,  however,  the  tumor 
was  fo  prominent  that  I  was  of  opinion  it  would  open  fpontaneoufly  before 
morning,  when  I  hoped  to  obtain  his  confent  to  enlarge  the  aperture  ;  but 
this  not  happening,  and  all  intreaties,  relating  to  the  neceflity  of  an  inci- 
fion,  proving  ineffeftual,  I  contented  myfclf  with  giving  the  bark  with  elixir 
of  vitriol.     From  this  time,  after  every  paroxyfm  of  fever,  the  teflicle  was 
obferved  to  decreafe.     Not  being  permitted  to  make  an  incifion,  and  his 
flrength  and  appetite  continuing  good,  I  began  to  entertain  hopes  of  fuccefs 
without  it,  and  advifed  him  to  perlift  in  the  ufe  of  the  tonic  and  antifeptic 
plan,  with  the  addition  of  ftupes  wet  with   the  decocflion   of  bark,  to  be 
conftantly  applied ;  by  which  means,  at  the  end  of  thirty  days  from  the  firft 
feizure,  the  pus  \'vz5  totally  abforbed.     The  teflicle  then  appeared  to  be  of 
the  lize  of  an  hen's  egg,  and  was  as  hard  as  a  fcirrhus.     I  directed  it  to 
be  rubbed,  night  and  morning,  with  equal  parts  of  the  unguent,  mercur. 
fort,  and  liniment,  volat.  camphorat.  and  ordered,  internally,  fome  mercu- 
rial alteratives,  with  a  decocftion  of  bark.     By  thefe  aids  his  night  fweats, 
and   every  other   difagreeable   fymptom,    gradually   abated ;    he   gathered 
ftrength,  flelli  and  fpirits,  very  faft,  and  the  difeafed  teflicle  went  on  con- 
ftantly decrealing,  though  very  flowly,   for  near  twelve  months ;  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time  there  was  no  other  appearance  of  it  than  a  confu- 
fion  of  loofe  fibres,  obvious  to  the  feeling,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  fcrotum. 
About  a  month  ago  the  patient  confented  to  my  examining  it.     Of  the  te- 
flicle there  was  not  the  leaffc  veilige,  neither  could  I  perceive  the  tunica 
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vaginalis  on  that  fide  in  the  groin  -,  but  upon  the  os  pubis,  and  a  little  under 
it,  I  could  embrace  with  my  fingers  and  thumb  the  chord,  and  diftinguiih 
the  veflels,  which  were  without  the  lead  degree  of  hardnefs  or  fcirrhofity ; 
and  if  I  prefTed  one  in  particular,  I  gave  him  exquifite  pain  for  a  moment. 
He  is  in  perfed:  health,  of  a  ftrong,  robuft  conflitution,  and  has  fine  healthy 
children ;  the  only  change  which  he  has  perceived  in  the  conflitution  has 
been  a  propenfity  to  grow  fat,  which  neither  temperance,  nor  violent  exer- 
cife  on  horfeback,  daily,  v/ith  little  reft,  will  prevent. 


<■• 
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CHAPTER       I. 


OF    CHANCRE. 

I  Have  been  hitherto  fpeaking  of  the  effefts  of  this  poifon,  when  applied 
to  a  fecreting  furface  and  without  a  cuticle ;  of  the  intention  of  Nature 
in  producing  thefe  efFeds ;  and  of  all  the  confequences,  both  real  and  fup- 
pofed.  I  now  mean  to  explain  its  effedts  when  applied  to  a  furface  that  is 
covered  with  a  common  cuticle,  as  the  common  fkin  of  the  body,  which 
on  fuch  a  furface  will  be  found  to  be  very  different  from  thofe  1  have  been 
defcribing.  But  I  may  be  allowed  here  to  remark,  that  the  penis,  the  com- 
mon feat  of  a  chancre,  is,  like  every  part  of  the  body,  liable  to  difeafes  of 
the  ulcerative  kind;  and  from  fome  circumftances,  rather  more  fo  than 
other  parts  ;  for  if  attention  is  not  paid  to  cleanlinefs,  we  have  often  exco- 
riations, or  fuperficial  ulcers,  from  that  caufe ;  alfo,  like  almoft  every  other 
part  that  has  been  injured,  thefe  parts,  when  once  they  have  fuffered  from 
the  venereal  difeafe,  are  very  liable  to  ulcerate  anew.  Since  then  this  part 
is  not  exempted  from  the  common  difeafes  of  the  body,  and  as  every  dif- 
eafe in  this  part  is  fufpefted  to  be  venereal,  great  attention  is  to  be  paid  in 
forming  our  judgment  of  ulcers  here. 

Venereal  ulcers  commonly  have  one  charaifter,  which  however  is  not  en- 
tirely peculiar  to  them,  for  many  fores  that  have  no  dilpofition  to  heal, 
(which  is  the  cafe  with  a  chancre)  have  fo  far  the  fame  charadler.  A  chan- 
cre has  commonly  a  thickened  bafe,  and  although  in  fome  the  common 
inflammation  fpreads  much  further,  yet  the  fpecific  is  confined  to  this  bafe. 
The  future,  or  confequent  ulcers  are  commonly  eafily  difhinguillied  from 
the  original,  or  venereal,  which  will  be  defcribed  hereafter. 
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It  is  an  Invariable  efFedl,  that  when  any  part  of  an  animal  Is  Irritated  to 
a  certain  degree,  it  inflames  and  forms  matter,  the  intention  of  which  is  to 
remove  the  irritating  caufe.  This  procefs  is  eafily  effedled  when  it  is  on  a 
furface  Avhofe  nature  is  to  fecrete  ;  but  when  on  a  furfacc  whofc  nature  is 
not  to  fecrete,  it  then  becomes  more  difficult,  for  another  procefs  mufl  be 
fct  up,  which  is  ulceration.  This  is  not  only  the  cafe  in  common  irrita- 
tions, but  alfo  in  fpecific  irritations  from  morbid  poifons,  as  the  venereal 
difeafe  and  fmallpox.  The  variolous  matter,  as  well  as  the  venereal,  pro- 
duces ulcers  on  the  Ikin  ;  but  when  it  affefts  fecreting  furfaces,  a  difeafed 
fecretion  is  the  confequence  ;  and  this  is  different  in  different  parts  •  on  the 
tongue,  infide  of  the  mouth,  uvula  and  tonfils,  the  coagulable  lymph  is 
thrown  out  in  form  of  floughs,  fomewhat  fimilar  to  the  putrid  fore  throat; 
but  in  the  fauces  and  all  down  the  oefophagus,  a  thickirti  fluid  in  appearance 
like  matter  is  fecreted.  When  the  irritation  is  applied  to  a  furface  whofe 
cuticle  is  thin,  and  where  there  is  a  fecretion  naturally,  as  the  glans  penis, 
or  infide  of  the  prepuce,  there  it  fometimes  only  irritates,  fo  as  to  produce  a 
difeafed  fecretion,  as  was  defcribcd  ;  but  this  is  not  always  the  effed:  of  fuch 
irritation  on  fuch  furfaces.  They  are  often  irritated  to  ulceration,  and  pro- 
duce a  chancre. 

The  poifon  has  in  general  either  no  difpofition,  or  not  fuflicient  powers  to 
blifler  or  excoriate  the  common  fkin  ;  for  if  it  did,  the  fymptoms  mofl 
probably  would  be  at  firfl  nearly  the  fame,  if  not  exaftly  fo,  with  a  gonor- 
rhoea ;  that  is  a  difcharge  of  matter  from  a  furface,  without  a  cuticle,  newly 
inflamed  ;  for  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  poifon  would  produce  on 
that  excoriated  furface  a  fecretion  of  matter,  which  would  be  at  iirfl  a 
gonorrhcea,  and  which  very  probably  would  afterwards  fall  into  the  fecond 
mode  of  adlion  or  ulceration,  and  then  become  a  chancre. 

There  are  three  ways  in  which  chancres  are  produced  ;  firfl,  by  the  poifon 
being  infer  ted  into  a  wound  ;  fecondly,  by  being  applied  to  a  nonfecreting 
furface  ;  and  thirdly,  by  being  applied  to  a  common  fore.  To  whichever 
of  thefe  three  different  furfaces  it  is  applied,  the  pus  produces  its  fpecific 
inflammation  and  ulceration,  attended  with  a  fecretion  of  pus.  The  mat- 
ter, produced  in  confequence  of  thofe  different  modes  of  application,  is  of 
the  fame  nature  with  the  matter  applied,  becaufe  the  irritations  are  the  fame 
in  both. 

The 
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The  poifon  much  more  readily  contaminates,  if  it  is  applied  to  a  frefh 
wound,  than  to  an  ulcer,  in  this  refembling  the  inoculation  of  the  fmall- 
pox.  Whether  there  are  any  parts  of  the  {kin,  or  any  other  part  of  the 
body,  more  fufceptible  of  this  irritation  than  others,  in  confequence  of  lo- 
cal application,  is  not  yet  afcertained. 

This  form  of  the  difeafe,  like  the  firfl,  or  gonorrhoea,  is  generally  caught 
on  the  parts  of  generation,  in  confequence  of  a  connexion  between  the  fexes ; 
but  any  part  of  the  body  may  be  afteited  by  the  application  of  venereal  mat- 
ter, efpecially  if  the  cuticle  is  thin, 

I  have  feen  a  chancre  on  the  prolabium,  as  broad  as  a  fixpence,  caught 
the  perfon  did  not  know  how.*"  The  penis,  and  particularly  the  prepuce, 
being  the  parts  moft  commonly  afteded  by  this  form  of  the  difeafe,  are  fo 
conftrudted  as  to  fuffer  much  from  it,  efpecially  when  they  are  very  fufcep- 
tible of  fuch  irritation  ;  for  the  conftrudlion  alone  produces  many  inconve- 
niences, befides  confiderable  pain,  witile  under  the  difeafe,  and  in  general 
retards  the  cure. 

The  chancre  is  not  fo  frequent  an  effed:  of  the  poifon  as  the  gonorrhcea  ; 
and  I  think  very  good  reafons  may  be  afligned  for  it,  although  there  are 
more  modes  than  one  of  catching  it,  as  I  juft  now  mentioned;  but  the 
parts  in  two  of  them,  to  wit,  the  wound,  and  the  fore,  are  feldom  in  the 
way  of  being  infefted  ;  therefore  when  it  is  caught  it  is  commonly  by  the 
fame  mode  of  application  with  that  of  the  gonorrhoea ;  but  as  the  cuticle 
cannot  be  affecled  by  this  poifon,  this  covering  ailing  as  a  guard  to  the 
cutis,  it  is  often  prevented  from  coming  in  contaft  with  it ;  and  indeed  it  is 
almoft  furprifing  that  the  cutis  fhould  be  affe<fled  by  it,  where  it  has  fuch  a 
covering,  excepting  about  the  glans,  the  iniide  of  the  prepuce,  or  other 
parts  of  the  body,  where  this  covering  is  thin.  The  proportion  which  the 
cafes  of  gonorrhoea  bear  to  thofe  of  chancre  is  as  four  or  five  to  one. 

When  it  is  caught  in  men,  it  is  generally  upon  the  frsnum,  glans  peni5, 
prepuce,  or  upon  the  common  Ikin  of  the  body  of  the  penis  ;  and  fome- 
times  on  the  forepart  of  the  fcrotum ;  but  I  think  moft  frequently  on  the 

*  That  this  fore  was  a  chancre  I  made  no  doubt,  for  befides  its  difcafed  appearance,  he  had  a 
bubo  forming  in  one  of  the  glands  under  the  lower  jaw,  on  the  fame  fide. 
It  is  moft  probable  that  his  own  fingers  were  the  conveyers. 

F  f  fra^num. 
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fraenum,  and  In  the  angle  between  the  penis  and  glans.  Its  afFcdling  thefe 
parts  ariles  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  caught,  and  not  from  any  fpe- 
cilic  tendency  in  thefe  parts  to  catch  it  more  than  otliers ;  and  its  afFeiting 
the  fraenum,  Stc.  more  frequently  than  the  other  parts  of  the  penis,  arifes 
from  the  external  form  of  this  part,  which  is  irregular,  and  allows  the  ve- 
nereal matter  to  lie  undifturbed  in  the  chinks ;  by  which  means  it  has  .time 
to  irritate,  and  inflame  the  parts,  and  to  produce  the  fuppurative,  and  ul- 
cerative inflammation  in  them.  But  as  this  matter  is  eafily  rubbed  off  from 
prominent  parts,  by  every  thing  that  touches  them,  it  is  a  reafon  why  fuch 
parts  in  general  fo  often  efcape  this  difeafe. 

The  diilance  of  time  between  its  application,  and  its  effedls  upon  the  part 
is  uncertain ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  rather  longer  in  appearing  than  the 
gonorrhoea;  however  this  depends  in  fome  meafure  on  the  nature  of  the 
parts  affedled.  If  it  be  the  fraenum,  or  the  termination  of  the  prepuce  into 
the  glans,  that  is  affedled,  the  difcafe=  will  in  general  appear  earlier;  thefe 
parts  being  more  eafily  affecfted  than  either  the  glans,  common  fkin  of  the 
penis,  or  fcrotum  ;  for  in  fome  cafes  where  both  the  glans  and  prepuce  were 
contaminated  from  the  fame  application  of  the  poifon,  it  has  appeared 
earlier  on  the  prepuce. 

I  have  known  cafes  where  the  chancres  have  appeared  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  application  of  the  matter  ;  and  others  where  it  has  been  {even 
weeks.  A  remarkable  cafe  of  this  kind  was  in  a  gentleman  who  had  not 
touched  a  woman  for  feven  weeks,  when  a  chancre  appeared.  I'hat  this 
was  a  venereal  chancre  was  proved,  by  his  having  had  the  lues  venerea  from 
it,  and  being  under  a  neceffity  of  taking  mercury.  An  officer  in  the  army 
had  a  chancre  which  appeared  two  months  after  he  had  had  any  connec- 
tion with  a  woman.  After  the  lafl  connection  he  marched  above  an  hundred 
miles,  when  the  chancre  broke  out,  and  only  gave  way  to  mercury. 

This,  like  moft  other  inflammations  which  terminate  in  ulcers,  begins 
firft  with  an  itching  in  the  part ;  if  it  is  the  glands  that  is  inflamed,  ge- 
nerally a  fmall  pimple  appears  full  of  matter,  without  much  hardnefs,  or 
feeming  inflammation,  and  with  very  little  tumefaction,  the  glans  not  being 
fo  readily  tumefied  from  inflammation  as  many  parts  are,  eipecially  the 
prepuce ;  nor  are  the  chancres  attended  with  fo  much  pain  or  inconvenience 

as 
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as  thofe  on  the  prepuce ;  but  if  upon  the  frsenum,  and  more  efpecially  the 
prepuce,  an  inflammation  more  confiderable  than  the  former  foon  follows, 
or  at  leaft  the  effeds  of  the  inflammation  are  more  extenfive  and  vifible. 
Thofe  parts  being  com.pofed  of  very  loofe  cellular  membrane,  afford  a  ready 
paffage  for  the  extravafated  juices ;  continued  fympathy  alfo  more  readilv 
takes  place  in  them.  The  itching  is  gradually  changed  to  pain  ;  the  fur- 
face  of  the  prepuce  is  in  fome  cafes  excoriated,  and  afterwards  ulcerates  : 
in  others  a  fmall  pimple,  or  abfcefs  appears,  as  on  the  glans,  which  forms 
an  ulcer.  A  thickening  of  the  part  comes  on,  which  at  firft,  and  while  of 
the  true  venereal  kind,  is  very  circumfcribed,  not  diffufmg  itfelf  gradually 
and  imperceptibly  into  the  furrounding  parts,  but  terminating  rather  abrupt- 
ly. Its  bafe  is  hard,  and  the  edges  a  little  prominent.  When  it  begins  on 
the  frsnum,  or  near  it,  that  part  is  very  commonly  wholly  deftroyed,  or  a 
hole  is  often  ulcerated  through  it,  which  proves  rather  inconvenient  in  the 
cure,  and  in  general  it  had  better,  in  fuch  cafes,  be  divided  at  firfl. 

If  the  venereal  poifon  fhould  be  applied  to  the  flcin,  where  the  cuticle  is 
more  denfe  than  that  of  the  glans  penis,  or  frsenum,  fuch  as  that  upon  the 
body  of  the  penis,  or  forepart  of  the  fcrotum,  (parts  which  are  very  m^uch  • 
expofed  to  the  application  of  this  matter)  then  it  generally  appears  firft  in 
a  pimple,  which  is  commonly  allowed  to  fcab,  owing  to  its  being  expofed 
to  evaporation.  This  fcab  is  generally  rubbed  off,  or  pufhed  off,  and  one 
larger  than  the  firfl  forms.  I  think  there  is  lefs  inflammation  attending 
thefe  lafl  than  thofe  on  the  frcenum  and  prepuce,  but  more  than  tliofe  upon 
the  glans. 

When  the  difeafe  is  allowed  to  go  on,  fo  as  to  partake  of  the  inflamma- 
tion peculiar  to  the  habit,  it  becomes  in  many  inftances  more  diffuf'ed,  and 
is  often  carried  fo  far,  as  to  produce  difagreeable  fymptoms,  as  phymolis, 
and  fometimes  paraphymofis,  greatly  retarding  the  cure ;  but  flill  there  is  a 
hardnefs  peculiar  to  this  poifon,  furrounding  the  fores,  efpecially  thofe  upon 
the  prepuce. 

When  thefe  ulcers  are  forming,  and  after  they  are  formed,  or  in  the  flate 
of  inflammation,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  the  urethra  to  fympathife 
v/ith  them,  and  give  a  tickling  pain,  efpecially  in  making  water  j  but  whe- 
ther or  not  there  is  ever  a  diicharge  in  the  urethra  from  fuch  a  caufe  I  will 
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not  determine  j  but  if  a  difcharge  never  takes  place  but  when  the  difeafe 
really  attacks  the  urethra,  it  would  make  us  fuppofe  that  this  fympathy  is 
not  really  inflammatory ;  or  if  it  is  carried  fo  far  as  to  produce  inflamma- 
tion, yet  that  it  is  not  of  the  fpecific  kind.  Plowever  it  is  pollible  in  thofc 
cafes  where  tliere  is  a  gonorrhoea  preceded  by  a  chancre,  that  this  gonor- 
rhoea may  arife  from  fympathy,  and  is  not  a  .difeafe  proceeding  from  the 
original  contamination,  nor  from  the  matter  of  the  chancre.  That  the  £cn~ 
lation  in  the  urethra,  in  thofe  inftances  where  there  is  no  difcharge,  is  from 
fympathy,  and  not  from  the  urethra  bemg  attacked  with  the  difeafe  at  the 
time  that  the  matter  laid  the  ground-work  for  the  chancre,  is  evident  from 
the  following  obfervation.  I  have  feen  it  happen  more  than  once,  when 
tlie  feat  of  the  chancre  had  broke  out  a  fecond  time,  and  where  no  new  or 
frefln  infeftion  had  been  caught,  that  the  patient  complained  of  the  fame 
tickling  or  flight  pain  in  the  urethra  before  any  difcharge  had  taken  place 
in  the  beginning  ulcerations.  From  the  fame  connexion  of  parts  I  have 
feen  a  chancre  coming  upon  the  glans  abfolutely  cure  both  a  gleet  and  an 
irritation  all  along  the  paffage  of  the  urethra.  So  great  was  the  previous 
irritation  in  this  cafe,  that  I  fufpedted  a  ftridlure  ;  but  on  pafTmg  a  bougie 
found  none. 

In  confequence  of  the  urethra  fympathifing  with  the  chancre,  the  tefli- 
cles  and  fcrotum  will  further  fympathife  with  the  urethra,  and  become 
affedted.  I  have  feen  this  fympathy  extend  over  the  whole  pubes,  and  fo 
ftrong  that  touching  the  hairs  gently  on  the  pubes  has  given  difagreeable 
fenfations,  and  even  pain. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  local,  or  immediate  effefts  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  I 
mentioned  that  they  were  feldom  wholly  fpecific,  and  that  they  partook 
both  of  the  fpecific  and  the  conftitutional  inflammation ;  and  therefore  it  is 
always  very  neceflary  to  pay  fome  attention  to  the  manner  in  whicli  chan- 
cres firfl:  appear,  and  alfo  to  their  progrefs ;  for  they  often  explain  the 
nature  of  the  confl:itution  at  the  time.  If  the  inflammation  fpreads  faft, 
and  confiderably,  it  fhows  a  confl:itution  more  difpofed  to  inflammation  than 
natural.  If  the  pain  is.  great,  it  fhows  a  flrong  difpofition  to  irritation.  It 
alfo  fometimes  happens  that  they  begin  very  early  to  form  floughs ;  when 
this  is  the  cafe  they  have  a  flrong  tendency  to  mortification. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  additional  fymptoms  mark  the  conilitution  and  direft  the  future 
mode  of  treatment. 

When  there  is  a  confiderable  lofs  of  fubftance,  either  from  floughing  or 
ulceration,  a  profufe  bleeding  is  no  uncommon  circumftance,  more  efpe- 
cially  if  the  ulcer  is  on  the  glans ;  for  it  would  appear  that  the  adhefive 
inflammation  does  not  fufficiently  take  place  there  to  unite  the  veins  of  the 
glans  fo  as  to  prevent  their  cavity  from  being  expofed,  and  the  blood  is 
allowed  to  efcape  from  what  is  called  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethrae.  The 
ulcers,  or  Houghs,  often  go  as  deep  as  the  corpus  cavernofum  penis,  where 
the  fame  thing  happens. 


I.     OF  THE  PHYMOSIS  AND  PARAPHYMOSIS.. 

These  dileafes  arife  from  a  thickening  of  the  cellular  membrane  of  the 
prepuce,  in  confequence  of  an  irritation  capable  of  producing  confiderable 
and  diffufed  inflammation,  which,  when  it  does  happen,  is  generally  in  con- 
fequence of  a  chancre  in  this  part.  This  irritation,  however,  and  inflamma- 
tion, fometimes  attacks  the  prepuce,  even  when  the  difeafe  is  in  the  form  of 
what  I  fufpedt  to  be  a  gonorrhoea  of  the  glans  and  prepuce,*  fometimes 
even  in  the  common  gonorrhoea,  but  moft  frequently  of  all  from  a  chancre 
in  the  prepuce.  When  this  difeafe  or  tumefaftion  takes  place  in  confequence 
of  a  chancre,  I  fufpeft  that  there  is  an  irritable  difpofition  in  the  habit;  for 
it  is  plain  there  is  more  than  the  fpecific  adtion,  the  inflammation  extend- 
ing beyond  the  fpecific  diltance. 

It  may  be  obferved  here,  that  the  prepuce  is  no  more  than  a  doubling  of 
the  {kin  of  the  penis  when  not  eredted,  for  then  it  becomes  too  large  for 
the  penis,  by  which  provifion  the  glans  is  covered  and  preferved  when  not 
necefi'ary  to  be  ufed,  whereby  its  feelings  are  probably  more  acute.  When 
the  penis  becomes  ereft  it  in  general  fills  the  whole  (km,  by  which  the 
doubling  forming  the  prepuce  in  the  non-eredl  ftate  is  unfolded,  and  is  em- 
ployed in  covering  the  body  of  the  penis. 

*  See  page  41,  where  this  gonorrhcea  is  mentioned. 

"     The 


222  OF    CHANCRE. 

The  difeafes  called  phymofis  and  paraphymofis,  being  a  thickening  of  the 
cellular  membrane  of  this  part,  they  will  commonly  be  in  proportion  to 
tlie  inflammation  and  dirtenfibihty  of  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  part. 
The  inflammation  often  runs  high,  and  is  frequently  of  the  erifvpelatous 
kind  i  befides,  in  fuch  parts  where  the  cellular  membrane  is  fo  very  loofe, 
the  tumefaction  is  confiderable,  and  the  end  of  the  prepuce  being  a  depend- 
ing part  the  ferum  is  accumulated  in  it,  which  in  many  inflammations  is 
allowed  to  pafs  from  the  inflamed  to  fome  more  depending  part,  as  in  an 
inflammation  of  the  leg  or  thigh,  where  the  foot  commonly  fwells  or  be- 
comes oedematous  in  confequence  of  the  defcent  of  the  ferum  extravafated 
above. 

A  natural  contracfllon  of  the  aperture  of  the  prepuce  is  very  common, 
and  fo  ftrong  in  fome,  that  thofe  under  fuch  conftrudlion  of  parts  have  a 
natural  and  conftant  phymofis.  Such  a  flate  of  parts  is  often  attended  with 
chancres,  producing  very  great  inconveniences  in  the  time  of  the  cure  ;  and 
in  thofe  cafes  of  confiderable  difFufed  inflammation,  a  difeafed  phymofis, 
fimilar  to  the  other,  unavoidably  follows ;  and,  whether  difeafed  or  natural, 
it  may  produce  the  paraphymofis  fimply  by  the  prepuce  being  brought  back 
upon  the  penis ;  for  this  tight  part  ailing  as  a  ligature  round  the  body  of 
the  penis,  behind  the  glans,  retards  the  circulation  beyond  the  ligature, 
producing  an  oedematous  inflammation  on  the  inverted  part  of  the  prepuce. 
When  the  paraphymofis  takes  place  in  confequence  of  a  natural  tightnefs 
only,  although  attended  with  chancres,  yet  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
conftitution,  this  being  only  accidental ;  however,  in  either  cafe,  a  para- 
phymofis is  to  be  confidered  as  in  fome  degree  a  local  violence. 

This  natural  phymofis  is  fo  confiderable  in  fome  children  as  not  to  allow 
the  urine  to  pafs  with  eafe,  but  in  general  becomes  larger  and  larger,  as 
boys  grow  up,  by  frequent  endeavours  to  bring  it  over  the  glans,  by  which 
the  bad  confequences,  that  would  otherways  enfue  in  it  when  a£fedted  with 
difeafe,  are  often  prevented. 

This  part  of  the  prepuce,  although  in  moft  men  it  is  loofe  enough  to 
produce  no  inconvenience  in  a  natural  flate,  yet  it  fometimes  contrails  with- 
out any  vifible  caufe  whatever,  and  becomes  fo  narrow  as  to  hinder  the 
water  from  getting  out,  even  after  it  has  got  free  of  the  urethra,  fo  that  the 

whole 


©F    CHANCRE.  223 

whole  cavity  of  the  prepuce  fliall  be  filled  with  the  urine,  and  give  great 
pain.  The  cafes  that  I  have  fcen  of  this  kind  have  been  principally  in  old 
men. 

When  the  prepuce  is  in  its  natural  pofition  it  then  covers  entirely  Ae 
glans,  and  is  commonly  a  little  loofe  before  it  j  but  when  it  begins  to  fwell 
and  thicken,  more  and  more  of  the  fkin  of  the  penis  is  drawn  forwards  over 
the  glans,  and  the  glans  at  the  fame  time  is  pujfhed  backwards  bv  the 
fwelling  againft  its  end.  I  have  feen  the  prepuce  projecting  from  fuch  a 
caufe  more  than  three  inches  beyond  the  glans,  and  its  aperture  much  di- 
minished. 

The  prepuce  often  becomes  in  fome  degree  inverted  by  the  inner  fkin 
yielding  more  than  the  outer,  having  a  kind  of  neck  where  the  outer  fkin 
naturally  terminates.  From  the  tightnefs  and  diflenfion  of  the  parts  in  a 
ftate  of  tumefaftion  it  becomes  impoffible  to  bring  it  back  over  the  penis,  fo 
as  to  invert  it,  and  expofe  the  fores  on  the  infide. 

Such  a  ftate  of  the  prepuce  is  very  often  produftive  of  bad  confequences, 
efpecially  when  the  chancres  are  behind  the  glans,  for  the  glans  being  be- 
tween the  orifice  of  the  prepuce  and  the  forces,  it  there  fills  up  the  wliole 
cavity  of  the  prepuce,  between  the  chancres  and  opening,  and  often  fo  tightly 
that  the  matter  from  the  fores  behind  cannot  get  a  paflage  forwards  between 
the  glans  and  prepuce,  by  which  means  there  is  an  accumulation  of  matter 
behind  the  corona  glandis,  forming  an  abfcefs  which  produces  ulceration 
upon  the  infide  of  the  prepuce ;  this  abfcefs  opens  externally,  and  the  glans 
often  protruding  through  the  opening,  throws  the  whole  prepuce  to  the 
oppofite  fide,  the  penis  appearing  to  have  two  terminations. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  prepuce  is  loofe,  wide,  and  is  either  accuflom.ed 
to  be  kept  back  in  its  found  flate,  or  is  pulled  back  to  drefs  the  chancres, 
and  is  allowed  to  remain  in  this  lituation  till  the  above  tumefadlion  takes 
place,  then  it  is  called  a  paraphymolis ;  or  if  the  prepuce  is  pulled  forcibly 
back  after  it  is  fwelled,  it  is  then  brought  from  the  ftate  of  a  phymofis,  as 
before-defcribed,  to  that  of  a  paraphymofis. 

This  lafl-defcribed  lituation  of  the  prepuce  is  often  much  more  trouble- 
fome,  and  often  attended  with  worfe  fymptoms  than  the  former,  efpecially 
if  it  fliould  have  been  changed  from  a  phymofis  to  a  paraphymolis.     The 

realbii 


224.  ^^    CHANCRE. 

reafon  of  which  is,  that  the  aperture  of  the  prepuce  Is  naturally  Icfs  elaflic 
than  either  the  internal  inverted  part,  or  the  external  Ikin  ;  therefore  when 
the  prepuce  is  pulled  back  upon  the  body  of  the  penis,  that  part  grafps  it 
tighter  than  any  otlier  part  of  the  Ikin  of  the  penis,  and  more  fo  in  propor- 
tion to  the  inflammation  J  the  confequence  of  which  is,  the  fwelling  of  the 
prepuce  is  divided  into  two,  one  fwelling  clofe  to  the  glans,  the  other  behind 
the  ftridure  or  neck.  This  flridlure  is  often  fo  great  as  to  interrupt  the  free 
circulation  of  the  blood  beyond  it,  which  alfo  aflifts  in  increafing  the  fwell- 
ing, adds  to  the  ftridure,  and  often  produces  a  mortification  of  the  prepuce 
itfelf,  by  which  means  the  whole  difeafed  part,  together  with  the  ftridture, 
is  fometimes  removed,  forming  what  may  be  called  a  natural  cure.* 

In  many  cafes  the  inflammation  not  only  aifeds  the  ikin  of  the  penis. 
In  which  is  included  the  prepuce,  but  it  attacks  the  body  of  the  penis  itfelf, 
often  producing  adhefions,  and  even  mortification  in  the  cells  of  the  corpora 
cavernofa,  either  of  which  will  deftroy  the  diftenfibility  of  thofe  parts  ever 
after,  giving  the  penis  a  curve  to  one  li4e  in  its  eredlions.  This  fometimes 
takes  place  through  the  whole  cellular  fubftance  of  the  penis,  producing  a 
fhort  and  almoft  inflexible  flump. 

The  adhefions  of  thofe  cells  do  not  proceed  from  venereal  Inflammation 
only  J  they  are  often  the  confequences  of  other  difeafes,  and  fometimes 
they  take  place  without  any  vifible  caufe  whatever. 

,  A  gentleman,  fixty  years  of  age,  who  has  been  lame  with  the  gout  thefe 
twenty  years  paft,  has  for  thefe  eighteen  months  had  the  penis  contradled 
on  the  left  and  upper  fide,  fo  as  to  bend  that  way  very  confiderably  in  erec- 
tions, which  eredlions  are  more  frequent  than  common. 

Quere  :  Is  the  gout  the  caufe  of  this,  by  producing  adhefions  of  the  cells 
of  one  corpus  cavernofum,  fo  as  not  to  yield  to,  or  allow  of  the  influx  of 
blood  on  that  fide  ?  And  is  the  irritation  of  the  gout  the  caufe  of  the  fre- 
quency of  the  erections  ? 

*  A  young  man  came  into  St.  George's  Hofpital,  with  a  paraphymofis  in  confequence  of 
chancres  on  the  infide  of  the  prepuce.  All  the  parts  before  the  ftriflure,  formed  by  the  prepuce, 
mortified  and  dropped  off.  I  ordered  nothing  but  common  dreflings,  and  it  healed  very  readily, 
and  he  left  the  hofpital  cured  of  the  local  complaint.  Whether  or  not  abforption  had  taken  place, 
previous  to  the  mortification,  I  do  not  know,  as  I  never  heard  more  of  him. 
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CHAPTER      II. 

OF  CHANCRES  IN  WOMEN. 

WOMEN  are  fubjedl  to  chancres,  but  from  the  fimplicity  of  the  parts 
the  complaint  is  often  lefs  complicated  than  in  men.  For  in  this 
fex  we  have  only  the  difeafe  and  .confhitutional  affedlion,  and  no  inconve- 
nience arifing  from  the  formation  of  the  parts. 

When  the  matter  is  introduced  into  the  vagina  or  urethra,  it  there  irri- 
tates a  fecreting  furface,  as  I  defcribed  when  treating  of  the  difeafe  in  gene- 
ral, and  of  women  in  particular ;  but  when  it  is  lodged  in  the  infide  of 
the  fkin  of  the  labia,  or  nymphas,  thofe  parts  are  often  only  affedled  with 
gonorrhoea ;  but  like  the  glans  penis  in  men,  they  are  alfo  capable  of  ulce- 
ration ;  ulcerations  are  generally  more  numerous  in  women,  becaufe  the 
furface  upon  which  they  can  form  is  much  larger.  We  find  them  on  the 
edge  of  the  labia,  fometimes  on  the  outfide,  and  even  on  the  perinseum. 

Ulcers  that  are  formed  on  the  infide  of  the  labia,  or  nymphs,  are  never 
allowed  to  dry  or  fcab  ;  but  on  the  outfide  they  are  fubjedt  to  have  the  mat- 
ter dry  upon  them,  which  forms  a  fcab,  fimilar  to  tliofe  on  the  body  of 
the  penis  or  fcrotum. 

The  venereal  matter  from  fuch  fores  is  very  apt  to  run  down  the  peri- 
naeum  to  the  anus,  as  in  a  gonorrhoea,  and  excoriate  the  parts,  efpecially 
about  the  anus  where  the  fkin  is  thin,  and  often  produce  chancres  ia  thofe 
parts. 

Chancres  have  been  obferved  in  the  vagina,  which  I  fufpeft  not  to  have 
been  original  ones,  but  to  have  arifen  from  the  fpreading  of  the  ulcers  on 
the  infide  of  the  labia. 

This  form  of  the  difeafe,  like  the  gonorrhoea,  both  in  women  and  in 
men,  is  entirely  local,  the  conflitution  having  no  connexion  with  it  but 
fympathetically,  and  I  believe  much  more  feldom  in  this  than  in  the  former. 
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CHAPTER      III. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  TREATMENT 

OF  CPIANCRES. 

THE  inflammation  from  the  venereal  poilbn,  when  it  produces  ulcera- 
tion, generally,  if  not  always,  continues  till  cured  by  art,  which  I 
obferved  was  not  the  cafe  with  the  gonorrhoea.  It  will  perhaps  not  be  an 
eafy  taiTc  to  account  for  this  material  difference  in  the  two  kinds  of  difeafe  • 
but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that,  as  the  inflammation  in  the  chancre  fpreads, 
it  is  always  attacking  new  ground,  which  is  a  fuccefTion  of  irritations,  and 
is  the  caufe  that  it  does  not  cure  itfelf. 

Chancres,  as  well  as  the  gonorrhoea,  are  perhaps  feldom  or  never  wholly 
venereal;  but  are  varied  by  certain, peculiarities  of  the  conflitution  at  the 
time.  The  treatment  therefore  of  them,  both  local  and  conftitutional,  will 
admit  of  great  variety  ;  and  it  is  upon  the  knowledge  of  this  variety,  that 
the  flcill  of  the  furgeon  principally  depends.  On  this  account  the  conco- 
mitant fymptoms  are  what  require  particular  attention.  Mercury  is  the 
cure  of  the  venereal  fymptoms  abftradledly  conlidered ;  but  there  is  no  one 
fpecific  for  the  others,  the  treatment  of  which  muft  vary  according  to  the 
conftitution.  From  hence  we  muft  fee  that  no  one  kind  of  medicine,  joined 
with  mercury,  will  be  likely  to  fucceed  in  all  cafes,  although  the  different 
pretended  fecrets  are  of  this  kind :  fome  cafes  not  requiring  any  thing  ex- 
cepting mercury,  others  requiring  a  fomething  befides,  according  to  their 
nature,  which  in  many  cafes  it  will  not  be  an  eafy  matter  to  find  out,  from 
the  appearances  of  the  chancre  itfelf,  but  which  mufV  be  difcovered  by  re- 
peated trials. 

Probably  from  the  before-mentioned  circumftances  it  is,  that  a  chancre 
is  in  comimon  longer  in  healing  than  moll  of  the  local  effedls  from  the  con- 
ftitutional difeafe,  or  lues  venerea  ;  at  leafl  longer  than  thofe  in  the  iirfl: 

order 
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order  of  parts ;  and  this  is  found  to  be  the  cafe  notwithftanding  that  the 
cure  of  a  chancre  may  be  attempted  both  conftitutionally,  and  locally,  while 
the  lues  venerea  can  in  common  only  be  cured  conftitutionally.  It  is  com- 
monly fome  time  before  a  chancre  appears  to  be  affefted  by  the  medicine. 
The  circulation  fliall  be  loaded  with  mercury  for  three,  four,  or  more  weeks 
before  a  chancre  fhall  begin  to  feparate  its  difcharge  from  its  furface,  fo  as 
to  look  red,  and  fhow  the  living  furface  j  but  when  once  it  does  change, 
its  progrefs  towards  healing  is  more  rapid.  A  lues  venerea  ihall  in.  many 
cafes  be  perfedtly  cured  before  chancres  have  made  the  leaft  change. 

Upon  the  fame  principle  fome  attention  fhould  be  paid  to  internal  medi- 
cines ;  and  it  fhould  be  confidered,  whether  weakening,  ftrengthening,  or 
quieting  medicines  fhould  be  given  ;  for  fometimes  one  kind,  fometimes 
another,  will  be  proper. 

Chancres  admit  of  two  modes  of  treatment ;  the  objed:  of  one,  is  to  de- 
flroy,  or  remove  them  by  means  of  efcharotics,  or  by  extirpation  ;  that  of 
the  other,  is  to  overcome  the  venereal  irritation  by  means  of  the  fpecific  re- 
medy for  that  poifon. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  fhow  that  chancres  are  local  complaints ;  this 
opinion  is  further  confirmed  by  their  being  deftroyed  or  cured  by  merely  a 
local  treatment.  But  in  chancres,  as  well  as  in  a  gonorrhoea,  it  has  been 
difputed  whether  mercury  fhould  ever  be  applied  locally  to  them  or  not ; 
fome  have  objedled  to  it,  while  others  have  pradlifed  it,  and  probably  the 
difpute  is  not  yet  generally  fettled. 

Upon  the  general  idea  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  of  the  venereal 
difeafe,  it  can  be  no  ditHCult  talk  to  determine  this  queftion. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  that  in  the  cure  of  the  chancres  we  have  two  points 
in  view,  the  cure  of  the  chancre  itfelf,  and  the  prevention  of  a  contamina- 
tion of  the  habit. 

The  firft,  or  the  cure  of  the  chancre,  is  to  be  efFedled  by  mercurj'-  applied 
either  in  external  dreflings,  or  internally  through  the  circulation,  or  in  both 
ways.  The  fecond  objedl,  or  prefervation  of  the  conflitution  from  contam- 
ination is  to  be  obtained,  firft  by  fhortening  the  duration  of  the  chancre, 
which  flwrtens  the  time  of  abforption,  and  alfo  by  internal  medicine,  which, 
muft  be  in  proportion  to  the  time  that  the  abforption  may  have  been  going  on. 
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If  the  power  of  a  chancre  to  contaminate  the  conflltutlon,  or  which  is 
the  fame  thing,  if  the  quantity  abforbed  is  as  the  fize  of  the  chancre,  and 
the  time  of  abforption,  which  moft  probably  it  is,  then  whatever  fliortens 
the  time  muft  diminiih  that  power,  or  quantity  abforbed  ;  and  if  the  quan- 
tity of  mercury  neceflary  to  preferve  the  conftitution  is  as  the  quantity  of 
poifon  abforbed,  then  whatever  lelTcns  the  quantity  abforbed  mull  propor- 
tionally preferve  the  conftitution.  For  inftance,  if  the  power  of  a  chancre 
to  contaminate  the  conftitution  in  four  weeks  is  equal  to  four,  and  the 
quantity  of  mercury  neceflary  to  be  given  internally,  both  for  the  cure  of 
the  chancre  and  the  prefervation  of  the  conftitution,  is  alfo  equal  to  four, 
then  whatever  (hortens  the  duration  of  the  chancre  muft  leften  in  the  fame 
proportion  the  quantity  of  the  mercury;  therefore  if  local  applications  along 
with  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  will  cure  the  chancre  in  three  weeks,  then 
only  three-fourths  of  the  mercury  is  neceflarily  wanted  internally.  Local 
applications  therefore,  fo  far  as  they  tend  to  ftiorten  the  duration  of  a  chan- 
cre, fliorten  the  duration  of  abforption,  which  alfo  ftiortens  the  neceflity  of 
the  continuance  of  an  internal  courfe  of  mercury,  all  in  the  fame  propor- 
tion. For  example,  if  four  ounces  of  mercurial  ointment  will  cure  a  chan- 
cre and  preferve  the  conftitution  in  four  weeks,  three  ounces  will  be  fufficient 
to  preferve  the  conftitution  if  the  cure  of  the  chancre  can  be  by  any  other 
means  forwarded  fo  as  to  be  efteded  in  three  weeks.  This  is  not  fpecula- 
tion,  but  the  refult  of  experience,  and  the  deftrudlicn  of  chancres  confirms 
it. 

I.     OF  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  A  CHANCRE. 

The  fimpleft  method  of  treating  a  chancre  is  by  deftroying  or  extirpating 
it,  whereby  it  is  reduced  to  the  ftate  of  a  common  fore  or  wound,  and 
heals  up  as  fuch.-  This  only  can  be  done  on  the  firft  appearance  of  the 
chancre,  when  the  furrounding  parts  are  not  as  yet  contaminated ;  becaufe  it 
is  abfolutely  neceflary  that  the  whole  difeafed  part  fliould  be  removed, 
■which  is  done  with  difficulty  when  it  has  fpread  confiderably.  It  may  be 
done  either  by  inciiion  or  by  cauftic.  If  the  chancre  appears  upon  the 
glans,  touching  it  with  the  lunar  cauftic  is  preferable  to  incifion,  becaufe 
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the  haemorrhage  by  fuch  a  mode  would  be  conliderable,  from  the  cells  of 
the  glans. 

The  common  fenfation  of  the  glans  is  not  very  acute,  therefore  the  cauftic 
will  give  but  little  pain.  The  cauftic  to  be  ufed  fhould  be  pointed  at  the 
end  like  a  pencil,  that  it  may  only  touch  thofe  parts  that  are  really  dif- 
eafed ;  this  treatment  ihould  be  continued  till  the  furface  of  the  fore  looks 
red  and  healthy  after  having  thrown  off  the  laft  Houghs ;  after  it  has  ar- 
rived at  this  ftate,  it  will  be  found  to  heal  like  any  other  fore  produced  by  a. 
cauftic. 

If  the  fore  is  upon  the  prepuce,  or  upon  the  common  .{kin  of  the  penis, 
and  in  its  incipient  ftate,  the  fame  practice  may  be  followed  with  fuccefs  ; 
but  if  it  has  fpread  conliderably,  it  is  then  out  of  the  power  of  the  cauftic, 
when  only  applied  in  this  flow  manner,  to  go  fo  deep  as  to  keep  pace  with 
the  increaling  fore  i  but  it  is  very  probable  that  the  lapis  fepticus  may  an- 
fwer  very  well  in  fuch  cafes.  When  this  cannot  be  conveniently  ufed, 
incifion  will  anfwer  the  purpofe  effedlually. 

I  have  taken  out  a  chancre  by  diftedtion,  and  the  fore  has  healed  up 
with  common  dreffmgs.  However,,  as  our  knowledge  of  the  extent  of  the 
difeafe  is  not  always  certain ;  and  as  this  uncertainty  increafes  as  the  fize  of 
the  chancre,  it  becomes  neceflary  in-  fome  degree  to  affift  the  cure  by  pro- 
per dreflings,  and  therefore  it  may  be  prudent  to  drefs  the  fore  with  mer- 
curial ointment.  From  fuch  treatment  there  is  but  little  danger  of  the  con- 
ftitution  being  infedted,  efpecially  if  the  chancre  has  been  deftroyed  almoft; 
immediately  upon  its  appearance,,  as  we  may  then  reafonably  fuppofe  there 
has  not  been  time  for  abforption.  But  as  it  muft  be  in  moft  cafes  uncertaia 
whether  there  has  been  abforption  or  not,  this  practice  is  not  always  to  be 
trufted  to  ;  and  from  that  circumftance  perhaps  never  fliould  ;  and  therefore 
even  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  chancre  has  been  removed  almoft  immedi- 
ately, it  would  be  prudent  to  give  fome  mercury  internally  j  the  quantity 
of  which  fhould  be  proportioned  to  the  time  and  progrefs  of  the  fore  ;  but 
if  it  has  fpread  to  a  conliderable  fize  before  extirpation,  then  mercury  is  ab- 
folutely  neceflary,  and  perhaps  not  a  great  deal  is  gained  by  the  extirpation^ 
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II.     OF  THE  CURE  OF  CHANCRES— LOCAL  APPLICATIONS. 

The  cure  of  a  chancre  is  a  different  thing  from  its  deftruilion,  and  con- 
fifts  in  deftroying  its  venereal  difpohtion ;  which  being  effected,  the  parts 
heal  of  courle  as  far  as  they  are  venereaL 

Cliancres  may  be  cured  in  two  different  ways,  either  by  external  applica- 
tions or  internal,  through  the  circulation.  The  fame  medicine  is  neceirary 
for  both  thefe  purpofes,  that  is  mercury. 

I  have  fhown  that  a  gonorrhoea  and  a  chancre  have  fo  far  the  fame 
difpofition  as  to  form  the  fame  kind  of  matter ;  yet  I  have  alfo  obferved 
that  mercury  has  no  more  power  in  curing  the  gonorrhoea  than  any  other 
medicine ;  and  therefore  it  might  be  fuppofed,  that  mercury  would  have  no 
effe(fl  in  the  prefcnt  complaint ;  but  we  find  that  in  a  chancre  it  is  a  fpe- 
cific,  and  will  cure  every  one  that  is  truly  venereal ;  but  as  other  difpofitions 
take  place,  fo  other  aflillance  is  often  necelTary,  as  will  be  taken  notice  of 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  cure.  The  adlion  of  this  medicine  muft  be  the  fame 
in  whatever  way  it  is  given,  for  its  adtion  muft  be  upon  the  veflels  of  the 
part,  in  one  way  ailing  only  externally,  in  the  other  internally.* 

For  external  local  applications,  mercurial  ointments  are  the  common 
dreflings ;  but  if  the  mercury  were  joined  with  watery  fubftances  inftead  of 
oily,  by  mixing  with  the  matter  the  application  would  be  continued  longer 
to  the  fore,  and  would  prove  more  effeftual.  This  is  an  advantage  that 
poultices  have  over  common  dreflings.  I  have  often  ufed  mercuiy  rubbed 
down  with  fome  conferve  in  the  room  of  an  ointment,  and  it  has  anfwered 

*  This  is  wel]  illuflrated  by  the  application  of  fome  medicines  locally  to  parts  whofe  a£lions 
are  immediate  and  vifible ;  and  by  throwing  the  fame  medicine  into  the  conftitution,  the  fame 
immediate  and  viiible  efFedt  is  produced ;  for  inflance,  if  ten  grains  of  ipecacuanha  is  thrown 
into  the  ftomach  of  a  dog,  it  will  in  a  fhort  time  make  him  vomit,  from  its  local  applications  to 
that  vifcus  ;  and  if  a  folution  of  five  grains  is  thrown  into  a  vein,  it  will  produce  vomiting  before 
we  can  conceive  it  to  have  got  to  the  vcfTels  of  the  flomach.  The  fame  efFeils  are  produced 
from  an  infuuon  of  jalap  thrown  into  the  veins,  that  are  commonly  produced  when  taken  into 
the  ftomach  and  bowels. 
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extremely  well .  Calomel  ufed  in  the  fame  way,  and  alfo  the  other  prepa- 
rations of  mercury  mixed  with  mucilage  or  with  honey,  anfwers  the  fame 
purpofe.  Such  drefTmgs  will  eifeft  a  cure  in  cafes  that  are  truly  venereal  ; 
but  perhaps  we  feldom  have  a  conftitution  quite  free  from  fome  morbid 
tendency. 

Some  will  have  an  indolent  difpolition,  to  counteradl  which  it  will  be 
right  to  join  with  the  mercury  fome  warm  balfam  in  a  fmall  proportion, 
or  as  much  red  precipitate  as  will  only  ftimulate,  without  adling  as  an 
eicharotic  ;  and  fometimes  both  may  be  neceffary. 

Calomel  mixed  with  fome  falve,  or  any  other  fubftance  which  will  fufpend 
it,  is  more  adtive  than  common  mercurial  ointment,  and  in  fuch  cafes  as 
require  ftimulating  applications  it  will  anfwer  better. 

Many  other  applications  are  recommended,  fuch  as  folutions  of  blue 
vitriol,  verdigreafe,  calomel,  with  the  fpiritus  nitri  dulcis,  and  many  others. 

But  as  all  of  thefe  are  only  of  fervice  in  remedying  any  peculiar  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  parts,  having  no  fpecific  power  on  the  venereal  poifon  ;  and  as 
fuch  difpofitions  are  innumerable,  it  becomes  almofl  impoflible  to  fay  what 
will  be  effedlual  in  every  difpofition  ;  fome  will  anfwer  in  one  ftate  of  the 
fores,  fome  in  another.  It  may  be  found  oftentimes  that  the  parts  affecfted 
are  extremely  irritable ;  in  fuch  cafes  it  will  be  neceffary  to  mix  the  mer- 
cury with  opium,  or  perhaps  preparations  of  lead,  as  white  or  red  lead,  to 
diminifli  the  adion  of  the  parts. 

The  oftner  the  dreffings  are  fhifted,  the  better,  as  the  matter  from  the 
fore  feparates  the  application  from  the  dileafed  parts,  by  which  means  the 
effects  are  loft  or  diminifhed.  Three  times  every  day  in  many  cafes  is  not 
oftner  than  neceffary,  efpecially  if  the  dreffmgs  are  of  the  unftuous  kind, 
for  they  do  not  mix  like  watery  dreffings  with  the  matter,  fo  as  to  impart 
fome  of  their  virtues  to  it,  which  would  in  a  proportional  degree  aftec5t  the 
fore.  '  . 

Chancres,  after  having  their  venereal  taint  correded,  often  become  fta- 
tionary,  and  having  acquired  new  difpofitions,  increafe  the  quantity  of  dif- 
eafe  in  the  part,  as  will  be  taken  notice  of  hereafter.  When  they  become 
ftationary  only,  they  may  often  be  cured  by  touching  them  {lightly  with 
the  lunar  cauftic.     They  feem  to  require  that  the  furface  \\hich  has  been 

contaminated. 
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contaminated,  or  the  new  flefh  which  grows  upon  that  furface  ftiould  be 
either  deftroyed,  or  altered  before  it  can  cicatrife  ;  and  it  is  furprifmg  often 
how  quickly  they  will  heal  after  being  touched  ;  and  probably  once  or  twice 
may  be  fufficient. 


III.  OF  THE  TREATMENT  OF  PHYMOSIS  IN  CONSEQUENCE 
OF,  OR  ATTENDED  WITH  CHANCRE. 

From  the  hiftory  which  I  have  given  of  the  difeafe  we  mufl:  fee  that  a 
phymofis  may  be  of  two  kinds,  one  natural  with  the  difeafe  fuperadded, 
the  other  brought  on  by  difeafe.  The  firjft  may  be  increafed  by  the  difeafe  ; 
but  if  otherways  it  is  not  fo  troublefome  as  the  other.  Such  phymofis  as 
arife  from  the  difeafe,  I  have  obferved,  depend  upon  the  p  culiarity  of  the 
conftitution.  In  either  cafe  it  is  often  not  pradlicable  to  apply  drefllngs  to 
the  chancres  on  the  infide  of  the  prepuce. 

A  phymofis  fliould  be  prevented,  if  poffible  ;  therefore  upon  the  leaft 
figns  of  a  thickening  of  the  prepuce,  which  is  known  by  its  being  retradted 
with  difficulty  and  pain,  the  patient  fhould  be  kept  quiet  ^  if  in  bed  fo 
much  the  better,  as  in  an  horizontal  pofition  the  end  of  the  penis  will  not 
be  fo  depending,  but  may  be  kept  up.  If  confinement  in  bed  cannot  be 
complied  with,  then  the  end  of  the  penis  fhould  be  kept  up  to  the  belly  if 
poffible  ;  but  this  can  hardly  be  done  when  the  perfon  is  obliged  to  walk 
about ;  for  the  extravafated  fluids  defcending  and  remaining  in  the  prepuce, 
contribute  often  more  to  render  the  prepuce  incapable  of  being  drawn  back 
than  the  inflammation  itfelf. 

When  the  difeafed  phymofis  completely  takes  place,  the  fame  precautions 
may  be  followed  j  but  as  the  fores  cannot  be  dreffied  in  the  common  way, 
we  mull  have  recourfe  either  to  dreffings  in  forms  of  injedlions,  or  the  ope- 
ration for  the  phymofis.  If  we  ufe  injedlions  only,  they  fhould  be  often 
repeated,  as  they  are  only  temporary  applications. 

The  dreffings,  in  form  of  injedlions,  fliould  be  mercurial,  either  crude 
mercury  rubbed  down  with  a  thick  folution  of  gum  arabic,  which  will  affift 
in  retaining  fome  of  the  injeftion  between  the  glans  and  prepuce;  or  calomel 

with 
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with  the  fame,  and  a  proportion  of  opium.  In  the  proportion  of  thefe  no 
nicety  is  required ;  but  if  a  folution  of  corrofive  fublimate  is  made  ufe  of  as 
an  injection,  fome  attention  is  to  be  paid  to  its  flrength.  About  one  grain 
of  this  to  an  ounce  of  water  will  be  as  much  as  the  fenfation  of  the  part 
will  allow  the  patient  to  bear;  and  if  this  gives  too  miich  pain  it  may  be 
lowered  by  adding  more  water. 

After  the  parts  are  as  well  cleaned  as  poffible  with  this  injedlion,  it  will 
be  necelTary  to  introduce  other  mercurial  applications,  of  fome  kind,  to  re- 
main there  till  the  parts  want  cleaning  again,  which  will  be  very  foon. 
Such  as  are  mentioned  before  will  anfwer  this  purpofe  very  well ;  but  I  have 
my  doubts  about  the  propriety  of  ufmg  any  irritating  medicines  or  injedions 
in  fuch  cafes. 

As  often  as  he  .voids  his  urine,  the  patient  may  wafh  the  parts,  by  prefT- 
ing  the  orifice  of  the  prepuce  together,  fo  as  to  oblige  the  water  to  run 
back  between  the  prepuce  and  glans ;  immediately  after  this  the  patient 
fhould  ufe  the  mercurial  applications,  otherways  this  operation  of  waihing 
may  do  harm,  as  it  will  wafh  away  the  former  application  of  mercury ;  but 
in  many  cafes  the  parts  are  fo  fore  as  not  to  allow  of  this  practice. 

A  poultice  of  linfeed  meal  alone,  or  of  equal  parts  of  this  and  bread, 
fhould  be  applied.  This  poultice  is  to  be  made  with  water,  to  which  one- 
eighth  of  laudanum  has  been  added.  But  previous  to  this,  and  immedi- 
ately after  the  cleaning,  it  would  be  very  proper  to  let  the  penis  hang  over 
the  fleam  of  hot  water,  with  a  little  vinegar  and  fpirits  of  wine  in  it,  which 
is  the  neatefl  way  of  applying  fomentations. 

The  oftner  this  is  pradifed  the  better ;  for  thus  a  mercurial  application 
is  kept  in  contadl  with  the  difeafed  parts  a  greater  number  of  the  hours  out 
of  the  twenty-four,  than  otherways  could  be,  were  the  matter  allowed  to 
lie  on  the  parts. 

When  to  the  above-mentioned  iymptoms  a  bleeding  of  the  chancre  is 
added,  I  do  not  know  a  more  troublefome  complaint,  becaufe  here  the  cells 
or  veins  have  no  great  dilpofition  for  contraction.*     Oil  of  turpentine  gives 

the 

*  I  fufpeft  that  where  chancres  bleed  profufely,  the  blood  comes  either  from  the  glans,  when 
there  are  chancres  there,  or  from  the  fpongy  fubftance  of  the  urethra  where  the  chancre  has 
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the  beft  ftimulus  for  the  contradion  of  veiVcls  of  all  kinds ;  but  where 
bleeding  arifes  from  an  irritable  adion  of  the  veflels,  which  is  fometimes 
the  cafe,  then  fedatives  are  the  beft  applications.  Whatever  is  ufed  in  fuch 
a  ftate  of  the  prepuce  muft  be  injefted  into  the  part. 

When  in  confequence  of  the  treatment  the  inflammation  begins  to  go  off, 
and  the  chancres  to  heal,  it  will  be  ncceffary  to  move  the  prepuce  upoa 
the  glans  as  much  as  they  will  allow  of,  to  prevent  adhefions  which  fome- 
times happen  when  there  have  been  chancres  on  both  furfaces  oppofitc  to 
each  other.  Indeed  the  pradlice,  here  recommended,  is  fuch  as  will  in  ge- 
neral prevent  fuch  confequences. 

If  this  has  not  been  properly  attended  to,  and  the  parts  have  grown  to- 
gether, the  confequences  may  not  be  bad  ;  but  it  muft  be  very  difagreeable 
to  the  patient,  and  a  refledlion  upon  the  furgeon. 

I  have  feen  the  opening  into  the  prepuce  fo  much  contrafted  from  all 
thefe  internal  ulcers  healing  and  uniting,  that  there  was  hardly  any  palTage 
for  the  water.  If  the  paffage  in  the  prepuce  fo  contracted  be  in  a  dired: 
line  with  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  then  a  bougie  may  be  readily  pafTed  ; 
but  this  is  not  always  the  cafe :  it  often  happens  that  they  are  not  in  a 
dired:  line,  therefore  an  operation  becomes  neceffary.  The  operation  con- 
fifls  in  either  flitting  up  part  of  the  prepuce,  or  removing  part  of  it ;  but  as 
thefe  parts  have  become  very  indiflinil  from  the  adhefions,  either  the  flit- 
ting it  up,  or  removing  part  of  it,  becomes  a  difficult  operation.  When- 
ever the  urethra  is  difcovered,  or  can  be  found  out  by  a  bougie,  that  is  to 
be  introduced,  and  its  application  repeated  till  the  paffage  becomes  free  and 
has  got  into  the  habit  of  keeping  fo. 

I  obferved-  formerly  that  this  tumefadion  fometimes  produced  a  confine- 
ment of  the  matter  formed  by  the  chancre,  and  that  while  this  effedt  lafted 
no  fubfiding  of  the  inflammation  or  tumefacStion  could  take  place  j  that 
therefore  thofe  difeales  continued  to  exifl;,  and  that  the  part  thus  circiim- 
ftanced  came  under  our  definition  of  an  abfcefs ;  that  is,  the  formation  of 
matter  in  a  ftate  of  confinement.     Although  it  never  has  been  confidered 

begun  about  the  frEenum,  for  we  feldom  fee  profufe  bleedings  from  the  prepuce  when  its  infide 
is  the  feat  of  the  chancre  and  can  be  expofed ;  but  indeed  in  fuch  cafes  the  inflammation  is  not 
violent. 

in 
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in  this  light,  yet  the  necefl'ary  treatment  fhows  it  to  be  fuch.  This  confifts 
in  laying  it  open  from  the  external  orifice  to  the  bottom  where  the  matter 
lies,  as  in  a  finus,  or  fiflula,  fo  as  to  difcharge  it.  However  the  intention 
annexed  to  this  praftice  was  not  to  allow  of  the  difcharge  of  the  matter  of 
the  fore,  but  to  admit  of  the  applications  of  dreffings  to  it,  for  it  has  been 
recommended  and  pradlifed,  where  there  was  no  particular  confinement  of 
matter,  which  I  have  not  found  to  be  neceifary,  merely  for  that  purpofe,  as 
we  are  in  pofleffion  of  an  internal  remedy ;  and  if  the  opening  produces  no 
other  good,  but  the  allowing  of  the  application  of  dreffings,  it  is  not  fo  ma- 
terial, becaufe  the  fores  may  be  wafhed  with  an  injedion,  through  a  iy- 
ringe. 


IV.     OF  THE  COMMON  OPERATION  FOR  THE  PHYMOSIS 
PRODUCED  BY  CHANCRES. 

The  common  operation  for  the  phymofis  is  flitting  the  prepuce  nearly 
its  whole  length,  in  the  diredlion  of  the  penis ;  but  even  this  is  fometimes 
thought  not  fufficient,  and  it  is  dire*fled  to  cut  the  prepuce  in  two  different 
places,  nearly  oppofite  to  one  another.  When  it  was^  thought  proper  to  be 
done  in  this  way,  it  was  imagined  that  it  was  feldom  neceifary  to  cut  the 
whole  length  of  the  prepuce.  It  will  in  fome  "degree  depend  on  circum- 
ilances,  which  practice  is  to  be  followed.  If  it  is  a  natural  phymofis  with- 
out tumefaftion,  and  the  chancre  is  near  the  orifice  of  the  prepuce,  which 
in  fuch  cafes  it  moft  probably  will  be,  as  the  glans  is  not  denuded  in  coi- 
tion fo  as  to  have  chancres  deeper  feated,  then  it  may  be  neceflary  only  to 
go  as  far  as  the  chancres  extend. 

From  the  common  fituation  of  the  chancre,  this  difeafe  of  the  phymofis 
arlfes  more  commonly  from  the  tumefadlion  of  the  parts  j  and  from  the  idea 
I  have  endeavoured  to  give  of  the  inconveniences  arifing  from  this  phymo- 
fis, where  the  chancres  are  placed  behind  the  corona,  producing  a  confine- 
ment of  the  matter  behind  the  glans,  flitting  open  the  prepuce  a  little  way 
cannot  be  fufficient,  for  in  fuch  cafes  it  mull  be  expofed  to  the  bottom,  or 
no  good  can  arife  from  the  operation. 

H  h  2  Although 
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Although  this  operation  will  not  take  off"  the  tumcf^idion  of  the  prepuce 
fo  as  to  allow  it  to  be  brought  back,  yet  it  will  allow  of  a  free  difcharge  of 
the  matter,  and  alfo  in  fome  cafes  it  will  allow  of  drefiings  being  applied 
to  the  fores ;  but  not  in  all,  for  the  tumefadlion  will  not  now  allow  more 
of  an  inverfion  of  the  prepuce  than  before,  and  in  fuch  the  fores  cannot 
have  drelhngs  applied  to  them. 

In  many  cafes  it  will  be  found  that  fo  violent  an  operation  is  improper;, 
for  it  often  happens  that  while  the  inflammation  is  fo  very  confiderable- 
there  is  danger  of  increafmg  it  by  this  additional  violence,  of  which  morti- 
fication may  be  the  confequence ;  while  on  the  other  hand  there  are  cafes 
where  a  freedom  given  to  the  parts  would  prevent  mortification,  fo  that 
the  furgeon  muft  be  guided  by  the  appearances,  and  other  circumftances. 
Befides  thefe  reafons  for  and  againft  the  operation  arifing  from  the  difeafe 
itfelf,  it  will  not  always  be  confented  to  by  the  patients  themfelves,  for 
fome  have  fuch  a  dread  of  operations  that  they  will  not  fubmit  to  cutting 
inftruments ;  however  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  matter  is  confined,  it  will  be 
abfolutely  necefi'ary  to  have  an  opening  fomewhere  for  the  difcharge  of  it. 
This  is  often  produced  by  the  ulcerative  procefs  going  on  on  the  infide» 
which  makes  an  opening  direftly  through  the  ikin,  laterally,  which  afibrds 
a  direction  for  the  furgeon  ;  therefore  the  opening  may  be  made  direftly  into 
the  cavity  of  the  prepuce,  through  the  fkin,  on  the  fide  of  the  penis,  by  a 
lancet ;  or  a  fmall  cauflic  may  be  applied  there,  for  which  the  lapis  fep- 
ticus  is  the  moft  convenient. 

The  opening  will  allow  of  the  difcharge  of  the  matter,  and  alfo  admit 
any  proper  wafh  to  be  thrown  in.  But  this  opening  fhould  not  be  a  large 
one,  as  in  many  cafes  the  confequence  of  this  lateral  opening  proves  very 
troublefome;  for,  from  the  tumefaftion  of  the  prepuce,  the  glans  is  fqueezed 
en  all  fides,  and  rather  more  backwards  upon  the  body  of  the  penis  than  in 
any  other  diredlion,  by  which  means  it  is  often  forced  through  this  open- 
ing, Vv'hereby  the  glans  is  direfted  to  one  fide,  and  the  prepuce  to  the  op- 
pofite,  having  a  forked  appearance.  Befides,  this  ftate  of  the  parts  tightens 
the  fkin  of  the  penis  round  the  root  of  the  glans,  acting  there  fomewhat 
like  a  paraphymofis.,  and  fometimes  makes  the  whole  prepuce  mortify  and 
drop  off,  which  is  often  a  lucky  ciicumflance  3  but  if  this  is  not  the  con- 
fequence. 
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fequence,  then  amputation  of  the  prepuce  becomes  neceflary  >  however 
this  fhould  not  be  done  till  all  Inflammation  is  gone  off,  and  the  chancres 
are  cured,  when  probably  the  tumefadion  of  the  prepuce  will  have  confi- 
derably  fubfided. 

A  mortification  of  the  prepuce  Is  fometimes  a  confequence  of  chancres, 
when  attended  with  violent  inflammation,  even  without  any  previous  opera- 
tion ;  and  I  have  feen  cafes  where  the  glans  and  part  of  the  penis  have 
mortified,  while  the  prepuce  has  kept  its  ground.  But  I  fhould  fufpedl  in 
all  fuch  cafes,  that  there  is  fome  fault  in  the  confliitution,  and  that  the  in- 
flammation is  of  the  erifypelatous,  not  of  the  true  fuppurative  kind. 

I  have  feen  the  mortification  go  fo  far  as  to  remove  the  whole  of  the 
difeafed  prepuce,  and  the  parts  have  put  on  fo  favourable  an  appearance  that 
I  have  treated  it  as  a  common  fore,  and  no  bad  confequences  have  hap- 
pened. In  this  cafe  the  difeafed  performed  what  is  often  recommended  in 
other  difeafes  of  this  part,  that  is  circumcifion  ;  but  this  is  not  always  to 
be  trufted  to,  for  if  abforption  of  the  venereal  matter  has  taken  place,  pre- 
vious to  the  mortification,  a  lues  venerea  will  be  the  confequence,  although 
the  parts  heal  very  readily. 


V.  OF  THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT  OF  PHYMOSIS. 

In  thofe  cafes  where  violent  inflammation  has  attacked  the  feat  of  a 
chancre,  producing  phymofis,  as  before-defcribed,  and  often  fo  as  to  threaten 
mortification,  a  queflion  naturally  occurs,  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Is  mercury 
to  be  given  freely  to  get  rid  of  the  firft  caufe  ?  Or  does  that  medicine  in- 
creafe  the  eff"ed;  while  it  deftroys  the  caufe  ?  Nothing  but  experience  can 
determine  this.  I  fhould  incline  to  believe,  that  it  is  neceffary  that  mer- 
cury fhould  be  given,  for  I  am  afraid  our  powers  to  corredl  fuch  a  conftitu- 
tion,  while  the  firft  caufe  fubfifts,  are  weak.  However,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  believe  the  mercury  fhould  be  given  Iparingly ;  for  if  it  aififts  in 
difpofing  the  conftitution  to  fuch  fymptoms,  we  are  gaining  nothing,  but 
may  lofe  by  its  ufe.  I  therefore  do  luppofe  that  fuch  medicines,  as  may 
be  thought  necefTaiy  for  the  conftitution,  fhould  be  given  liberally,  as  well 

as 
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as  the  fpccific.  Bark  is  the  medicine  that  probably  will  be  of  mofl  general 
ufe  ;  opium  in  molt  cafes  of  this  kind  will  alfo  be  of  fingular  fervice.  Tlie 
bark  fliould  be  given  in  large  quantities,  and  along  with  it  mercury, 
while  the  virus  is  llill  fuppofed  to  exifl.  Or  if  the  inflammation  has  arifen 
early  in  the  difeafe,  they  may  be  then  given  together  fo  as  to  counteract 
both  difeales,  and  not  allow  the  inflammation  to  come  to  fo  great  a  height 
as  it  would  otherways  do  if  mercury  was  given  at  firfl:  alone.  This  inflam- 
mation may  be  fo  great  in  many  cafes,  or  be  fo  predominent,  that  mercury 
may  increafe  the  difpofition  and  therefore  become  hurtful.  Where  this 
may  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  cafe,  bark  muft  be  given  alone. 


VI.     OF  THE  TREATMENT  OF  THE  PARAPHYMOSIS 

FROM  CHANCRES. 

A  prepuce  in  the  ftate  of  inflammation  and  tumcfacflion,  and  which  has 
been  either  kept  back  upon  the  body  of  the  penis  while  inflaming,  or  pulled 
back  when  inflamed,  feldom  can  be  again  brought  forwards  while  in  this 
ftate,  therefore  becomes  alfo  the  fubjeft  of  an  operation,  which  confifts  in 
dividing  the  fame  part,  as  in  the  phymofis,  only  in  a  difl'erent  way,  ariflng 
from  its  difference  of  fituation  ;  the  intention  of  which  operation  is  to 
bring  the  prepuce,  when  brought  forwards,  to  the  flate  of  a  phymofis  that 
has  been  operated  upon.  This  operation  becomes  more  neceflliry  in  many 
cafes  under  this  difeafe  than  under  the  phymofis,  becaufe  its  confequences 
are  generally  worfe  J  fince,  befides  the  real  difeafe,  viz.  Inflammation,  tu- 
mefaction, ulceration,  &;c.  there  is  a  mechanical  caufe  producing  its  effedls, 
by  grafping  the  penis,  which  can  of  itfelf  produce  inflammation  where  the 
prepuce  is  naturally  tight,  as  has  been  obferved.  From  whatever  caufe  it 
arifes  it  often  produces  mortification  in  the  parts  between  the  ftridlure  and 
the  glans  if  it  is  not  removed.  This  removal  fometimes  happens  natu- 
rally by  the  ulceration  of  the  ftridtured  part ;  but  an  operation  is  generally 
necefl!ary  ^  and  it  is  more  troublefome  than  in  the  former  cafe,  becaufe  the 
fwelling  on  each  fide  of  the  flridlure  covers  or  clofes  in  upon  the  tight  part 
and  makes  it  difficult  to  be  got  at. 

The 
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The  beft  way  appears  to  be  to  feparate  the  two  fwellings  as  much  as 
poffible  where  you  mean  to  cut,  fo  as  to  expofe  the  neck,  then  take  a 
crooked  biftory  which  is  pointed,  and  paffing  it  under  the  ikin  at  the  neck 
divide  it ;  no  part  of  the  two  fwelHngs  on  the  fides  need  be  divided,  for 
it  is  the  loofenefs  of  the  fkin  in  thefe  parts  which  admits  of  their  fwelling. 
When  this  is  done  the  prepuce  may  be  brought  forwards  over  the  glans  ; 
but  as  this  dileafe  arofe  from  chancres  which  may  require  being  drefled,  and 
as  the  ftate  of  a  phymofis  is  a  very  bad  one  for  fuch  treatment,  it  may  be 
better  now  that  the  ftridure  is  removed,  to  let  it  remain  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion  till  the  whole  is  well. 

If  the  paraphymofis  has  arlfen  from  a  natural  tightnefs  of  the  prepuce, 
and  its  being  forced  back  from  accident,  then  no  particular  treatment  after 
the  operation  is  necelTary,  but  to  go  on  with  the  cure  as  recommended  in 
chancres.  It  is  indeed  probable  that  in  confequence  of  the  violence  pro- 
duced by  the  pofition  of  the  prepuce,  as  alfo  by  the  operation,  a  confiderable 
inflammation  may  enfue ;  but  as  this  will  be  an  inflammation  in  confe- 
quence of  violence  only,  local  treatment  for  the  inflammation  will  be  fuffi- 
cient. 

But  if  it  is  a  paraphymofis  in  confequence  of  a  difeafed  phymofis,  then 

the  fame  mode  of  treatment  becomes  equally  neceflary  as  was  recommended 
in  the  phymofis  attended  with  confiderable  inflammation  ;  and  probably 
rather  more  attention  is  neceflary  here,  as  violence  has  been  added  to  the 
former  difeafe. 


VIL    OF  THE  CURE  OF  CHANCRES  BY  MERCURY  GIVEN 

INTERNALLY. 

While  chancres  are  under  local  treatment,  as  before-defcribed,  it  is 
necefi!ary  to  give  mercurials  internally,  both  for  the  cure  of  a  chancre  and 
the  prevention  of  a  lues  venerea  ;  and  we  may  reafonably  venture  to  afiirm, 
that  the  venereal  difpofition  of  chancre  will  hardly  ever  witlifl:and  both  local 
and  internal  mercurials. 

In 
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In  cafes  of  chancres  where  local  applications  cannot  cafily  be  made,  as 
in  cafes  of  phymofis,  internal  mercurials  become  abfolutely  neceflary  ^  and 
more  fo  than  if  they  could  be  conveniently  and  freely  applied  externally. 
However,  even  in  fuch  cafes  internal  mercurials  will  in  the  end  effed  a 
cure ;  fo  that  we  need  feldom  or  ever  be  under  any  apprehenfion  of  not 
curins  fuch  a  difeafe. 

In  every  cafe  of  a  chancre,  let  it  be  ever  fo  flight,  mercury  fhould  be 
given  internally  ;  even  in  thofe  cafes  where  they  were  deftroyed  on  their  firil 
appearance.  It  fhould  in  all  cafes  be  given  the  whole  time  of  the  cure, 
and  continued  for  fome  time  after  the  chancres  are  healed ;  for  as  there 
are  perhaps  few  chancres  without  abforption  of  the  matter,  it  becomes  ab- 
folutely  neceflary  to  give  mercury  to  adt  internally,  in  order  to  hinder  the 
venereal  difpofition  from  forming. 

How  much  mercury  fhould  be  thrown  into  the  conftitution  in  the  cure 
of  a  chancre,  for  the  prevention  of  that  conftitutional  affection,  is  not  eafily 
afcertained,  as  there  is  in  fuch  cafes  no  difeafe  acftually  formed  fo  as  to  be 
a  guide,  it  muft  be  uncertain  what  quantity  fhould  be  given  internally.  It 
muft  in  general  be  according  to  the  fize,  number,  and  duration  of  the  chan- 
eree..  If  large,  we  may  fuppofe  that  the  abforption  will  be  proportioned  to 
the  furface,  and  if  long  continued,  the  abforption  will  be  according  to  the 
time  i  and  if  they  have  been  many,  large,  and  continued  long,  then  the 
greatefl  quantity  is  neceflfary. 

The  circumflances  therefore  attending  the  chancre  muft  be  the  guide  for 
the  fafety  of  the  conflitution,  efpecially  in  thofe  cafes  where  fome  flrefs  in 
the  cure  is  laid  upon  the  external  remedy. 

The  mercury  given  to  a6l  internally  mufl  be  thrown  in  either  by  the  fkin 
or  ffcomach,  according  to  circumftances. 

The  quantity  in  either  way  fhould  be  fuch  as  may  in  common  afFe<5l  the 
mouth  flightly ;  which  method  of  giving  mercury  will  be  confidered  here- 
after. 

When  the  fore  has  put  on  a  healthy  look,  when  the  hard  bafis  has  be- 
come foft,  and  it  has  flcinned  over  kindly,  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  cured. 

But  in  veiy  large  chancres  it  may  not  always  be  neceflary  to  continue 
the  application  of  mercury  either  for  external  or  internal  adtion  till  the 

fore 
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fore  is  healed;  for  the  veaereai  a&ion  is  Juft  as  foon  deftroyed  in  a  large 
chancre  as  it  is  in  a  fmall  one  ;  for  every  part  of  the  chancre  being  equally 
afFedled  by  the  mercury,  is  equally  eafily  cured.  But  the  fkinning  is  dif- 
ferent ;  for  a  large  fore  is  longer  in  fkinning  than  a  fmall  one.  A  large 
chancre  therefore  may  be  deprived  of  its  venereal  aftion  long  before  it  is 
fkinned  over  ;  but  a  fmall  one  may  probably  flcin  over  before  the  venereal 
poifon  is  entirely  fubdued.  In  the  latter  cafe,  both  on  account  of  the  chan- 
cre and  conftitution,  it  will  be  erring  on  the  fafe  fide  to  continue  the  medicine 
a  little  longer,  which  will  moil:  certainly  in  the  end  effeft  a  cure :  for  we 
may  reafonably  fuppofe  that  the  quantity  of  mercury  capable  of  curing  a 
local  effed:,  although  affifted  by  local  applications,  or  of  producing  in  the 
constitution  a  mercurial  irritation  fufficient  to  hinder  the  venereal  irritation 
from  forming,  will  be  nearly  as  much  as  will  cure  a  flight  lues  venerea. 

I  have  formerly  laid  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  no  new  adlion  will  take 
place  in  another  part  of  the  body,  however  contaminated,  whilft  the  body 
is  under  the  beneficial  operation  of  mercury  ;  but  there  are  now  and  then 
appearances  which  occur  under  the  cure  that  will  at  iirfl  embarrafs  the 
pradlitioner.  I  have  fufpefted  that  the  mercur)'  flying  to  the  mouth  and 
throat  has  fometimes  produced  floughs  in  the  tonfils,  and  thefe  have  been 
taken  for  venereal.     The  following  cafes  in  fome  degree  explain  this. 

A  young  gentleman  had  a  chancre  on  the  prepuce,  with  a  flight  pain  in 
a  gland  of  one  groin,  for  which  I  ordered  mercurial  ointment  to  be  rubbed 
into  the  legs  and  thighs,  efpecially  on  the  fide  where  the  gland  was  fwelled, 
and  the  chancre  to  be  dreffed  with  mercurial  ointment.  While  he  was 
purfuing  this  courfe  the  chancre  became  cleaner,  the  hardnefs  at  the  bafe 
went  off,  and  the  pain  in  the  groin  was  entirely  removed.  About  three 
weeks  after  the  firfl:  appearance  of  the  difeafe,  he  was  attacked  with  a  fore 
throat,  and  on  looking  into  the  mouth  I  found  the  right  tonfil  with  a  white 
flough  which  appeared  to  be  in  its  fubflance,  with  only  one  point  yet  ex- 
pofed.  From  my  mind  being  warped  by  the  opinion  that  thefe  complaints 
proceeded  from  the  chancre,  I  immediately  fufpeded  that  it  was  venereal  j 
and  the  only  way  that  I  could  account  for  this  feeming  contradidion  in  one 
part  healing  while  another  was  breaking  out,  was,  that  the  healing  fore 
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Vv-as  treated  locally  as  well  as  conflitutionally,  while  the  tonlll,  or  tlie  con- 
flitution  at  large,  was  only  treated  conflitutionally,  which  was  infufficientj 
Soon  after  this  another  gentleman  was  under  my  care  for  venereal  fcurfFs, 
or  eruptions  on  his  ikin,  for  which  he  ufed  mercurial  fridlion  till  his  mouth- 
became  fore;  and  in  this  ftate  he  continued  for  three  weeks,  in  whicfi 
time  the  eruptions  were  all  gone,  difcolourations  being  left  only  where  the 
eruptions  had  been,  yet  at  the  end  of  three  weeks  a  flough  formed  in  one 
of  the  tonfils,  exaftly  as  in  the  former  cafe.  This  made  me  doubtful  how 
far  fuch  cafes  were  venereal.  I  ordered  the  fridion  to  be  left  off,  to  fee 
what  courfe  the  ulcers  would  take;  the  flough  came  out  and  left  a  foul 
fore  :  I  waited  flill  longer,  and  in  a  day  or  two  it  became  clean  and  healed 

up. 

The  firft-mentioned  cafe  I  did  not  fee  to  an  end ;  but  I  learned  that  the 
patient  continued  the  mercury  and  got  well ;  and  the  ulcer  in  the  thjoat 
was  fuppofed  to  be  venereal ;  but  from  the  circumllances  of  the  other  cafe 
I  now  very  much  doubt  of  that. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  thefe  effefts  of  mercury  only  take  place  in 
conftitutions  that  have  a  tendency  to  fuch  complaints  in  the  throat.  1 
know  this  to  be  the  cafe  with  the  laft-mentioned  gentleman ;  and  it  is  alfo 
probable  that  there  may  be  an  increafed  difpofition  at  the  time,  either  in 
confequence  of  the  mercury,  or  fome  accidental  caufe.  I  have  reafon  to 
fuppofe  that  mercury  in  fome  degree  increafes  this  difpofition,  which  I  fliall 
further  take  notice  of  when  treating  of  the  cure  of  the  lues  venerea. 

In  the  cure  of  chancres  I  have  fometimes  feen,  when  the  original  chan- 
cre has  been  doing  well,  and  probably  nearly  cured,  that  new  ones  have 
broken  out  upon  the  prepuce,  near  to  the  iirfl,  and  have  put  on  all  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  chancre  ;  but  fuch  I  have  always  treated  as  not  venefreal. 
They  may  be  fimilar  to  fome  confequences  of  chancres,  which  will  be  taken 
notice  of  hereafter. 

As  fwellings  of  the  abforbent  glands  take  place  in  confequence  of  other 
abforptions  befides  that  of  poifons,  we  fhould  be  careful  in  all  cafes  to  af- 
certain  the  caufe,  as  has  been  already  defcribed ;  and  here  it  may  not  be 
improper  ftill  to  obferve  further,  that  in  the  cure  of  chancres,  fwellings  of 

the 
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the  glands  fhall  arife,  even  when  the  conftitution  is  loaded  with  mercury 
fufficient  for  the  cure  of  the  fores  ;  but  then  the  mercury  has  been  thrown 
into  the  conftitution  by  the  lower  extremity ;  and  therefore  there  is  great 
room  for  fufpicion  that  fuch  fwellings  are  not  venereal,  but  arife  from  the 
mercury  :  for  a  real  bubo,  from  abforption  of  venereal  matter,  if  not  come 
to  fuppuration,  will  give  way  to  mercury  rubbed  into  the  leg  and  thigh.  In 
fuch  cafes  I  have  always  defifted  from  giving  the  mercury  in  this  way  when 
I  could  give  it  by  the  mouth. 
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CHAPTER      IV. 


OF  THE  CURE  OF  CHANCRES  IN  WOMEN. 

THE  parts  generally  affedled  with  chancres  in  this  fex,  are  more  fimple 
than  in  men,  by  which  means  the  treatment  in  general  is  alfo  more 
fimple ;  but  in  mofl  cafes  they  require  nearly  the  fame,  both  in  the  local 
application  of  mercury,  and  in  throwing  it  into  the  conftitution.  It  may 
be  fuppofed  however,  that  it  will  be  neceffary  in  many  cafes  to  throw  into 
the  conftitution  more  mercury  than  in  men  ;  becaufe  in  general  there  are 
more  chancres,  and  the  furface  of  abforption  of  courfe  larger. 

As  it  is  difficult  to  keep  dreflings  on  the  female  parts,  it  is  proper  they 
fliould  be  wafhed  often  with  folutions  of  mercury ;  perhaps  corrofive  fub- 
limate  is  one  of  the  beft,  as  it  will  ad:  as  a  fpeciiic,  and  alfo  as  a  ftimulant 
when  that  is  wanted;  but  in  chancres  that  are  very  irritable,  the  fame 
mode  of  treatment  as  was  recommended  in  men  is  to  be  put  in  pradice. 
Aftervi^ards  the  parts  may  be  befmeared  with  a  mercurial  application,  either 
oily  or  watery,  to  be  frequently  repeated  according  to  the  circumftances  of 
the  cafe. 

If  the  ulcers  fliould  have  fpread,  or  run  up  the  vagina,  great  attention 
fhould  be  paid  to  the  healing  of  them  -,  for  it  fometimes  happens  that  the 
granulations  contracft  confiderably  fo  as  to  draw  the  vagina  into  a  fmall 
canal ;  at  other  times  the  granulations  will  unite  into  one  another  and  clofe 
the  vagina  up  altogether ;  therefore  in  fuch  cafes  it  will  be  necelTary  to  keep 
fome  fubftance  in  the  vagina  till  the  fores  are  {kinned,  for  which  purpofe 
probably  lint  may  be  fufficient. 
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CHAPTER       V. 

OF  SOME  OF  THE  CONSEQUENCES  OF  CHANCRES 
—AND  THE  TREATMENT  OF  THExM. 

AFTER  the  chancres  have  been  cured,  and  all  venereal  taint  removed, 
it  fometimes  happens  that  the  prepuce  ftill  retains  a  confiderable 
degree  of  tumefadlion,  which  keeps  up  the  elongation  and  tightnefs  which 
it  acquired  from  the  difeafe,  fo  that  it  cannot  be  brought  back  upon  the 
penis  to  expofe  the  glans. 

For  this  perhaps  there  is,  in  many  cafes,  no  cure ;  however  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  try  every  pofTible  means.  The  fleam  of  warm  water,  fomentations 
with  hemlock,  and  alfo  fumigations  with  cinnabar,  are  often  of  fingular 
fervice  in  this  cafe. 

But  if  the  parts  ftill  retain  their  fize  and  form,  it  may  be  very  proper  to 
remove  part  of  the  overgrown  prepuce ;  how  much,  muft  be  left'  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  furgeon.  I  fhould  fuppofe,  that  all  tliat  part,  which  pro- 
jects beyond  the  glans  penis,  may  be  cut  away. 

The  beft  way  of  removing  it  is  by  the  knife ;  but  great  care  fliould  be 
taken  to  diftinguifh  firft  the  projetfting  prepuce  from  the  glans.  When  this 
is  perfeitly  afcertained,  the  penis  being  held  horizontally,  an  incifion  may 
be  made  on  the  upper  furface,  and  followed  down  with  caution  ;  becaufe  if 
the  incifion  fliould  be  too  near  the  glans,  there  may  be  danger  of  cutting  it. 

The  parts  may  be  allowed  to  heal  with  any  common  drefiings,  as  it  is  to 
be  confidered  as  a  frefh  wound ;  however  it  will  not  heal  fo  readily  as  a 
frefh  wound  made  in  an  entirely  found  part,  becaufe  the  operation  confifts 
in  taking  away  only  a  fuperfiuous  part  of  a  difeafed  whole ;  and  what  is 
left  is  difeafed,  but  net  fo  as  to  produce  any  future  nufchief. 

Some  care  may  be  necellary  in  the  healing  of  the  parts  ;  for  it  is  very 
poflible  tlaat  the  cicatrix  may  contrad:,  and  ftill  form  a  phymofis.     This 

Will 


246  OF    CHANCRE. 

will  be  bed  prevented  by  the  patient  himfelf  if  he  brings  the  prepuce  often 
back  upon  the  penis ;  but  it  flaould  not  be  attempted  till  the  part  is  nearly 
healed  ;  and  it  is  to  be  performed  with  great  care,  and  llowly.  4 


I.     OF  DISPOSITIONS  TO  NEW  DISEASES  DURING  THE 

CURE  OF  CHANCRES. 

Chancres,  both  in  men  and  women,  often  acquire  new  difpofitions 
in  the  time  of  the  cure,  which  are  of  various  kinds,  fome  of  which  retard 
the  cure,  as  defcribed,  and,  when  the  parts  are  cured,  leave  them  tumefied 
and  indolent,  as  in  the  enlarged  prepuce.  In  others  a  new  difpofition  takes 
place,  which  prevents  the  cure  or  healing  of  the  parts,  and  often  produces 
a  much  worfe  difeafe  than  that  from  which  it  arofe.  They  alfo  become 
the  caufe  of  the  formation  of  tumors  on  thefe  parts,  which  will  be  taken 
notice  of  hereafter. 

Such  new  difpofitions  take  place  oftner  in  men  than  in  women,  probably 
from  the  nature  of  the  parts  themfelves.  They  feldom  or  never  happen  but 
when  the  inflammation  has  been  violent,  which  violence  arifes  more  from 
the  nature  of  the  parts  than  the  difeafe,  and  therefore  belongs  more  to  the 
nature  of  the  parts  or  conftitution  than  to  the  difeafe.  However  I  can  con- 
ceive it  may  alfo  take  place  where  the  inflammation  has  not  been  violent. 

In  general  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  cancerous,  but  I  believe  they  feldom 
are  j  although  it  is  not  impoffible  that  fome  may  be  fo. 

Of  this  kind  may  be  reckoned  thofe  continued  and  often  increafed  in- 
flammationS;  fuppurations,  and  ulcerations,  becoming  difFufed  through  the 
whole  prepuce,  as  alfo  all  along  the  common  fkin  of  the  penis,  which 
becomes  of  a  purple  hue  ;  the  cellular  membrane  every  where  on  the  penis 
being  very  much  thickened  fo  as  to  increafe  the  lize  of  the  whole  confider- 
ably. 

The  ulceration,  on  the  infide  of  the  prepuce,  will  fometimes  increafe  and 
run  between  the  fkin  and  the  body  of  the  penis,  and  eat  holes  through  in 
difl'erent  places  till  the  whole  is  reduced  to  a  number  of  ragged  fores.  The 
glans  often  ihares  the  fame  fate  till  more  or  lefs  of  it  is  gone ;  frequently 
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the  urethra  at  this  part  is  wholly  deftroyed  by  ulceration,  and  the  urine  is 
difcharged  fome  way  farther  back.  If  a  flop  is  not  put  to  the  progrefs  of 
the  difeafe,  the  ulceration  will  continue  till  the  parts  are  entirely  deftroyed. 
i  fufpedl  that  fome  of  thefecafes  are  fcrofulous. 

As  this  is  an  acute  cafe,  immediate  relief  fhould  be  given,  if  poffible ; 
but  as  it  may  arife  from  various  peculiarities  in  the  conftitution,  and  as  thefe 
peculiarities  are  not  at  firft  known,  no  rational  method  can  be  here  deter- 
mined. The  decodtion  of  farfaparilla  is  often  of  fervice  in  fuch  cafes,  but 
requires  to  be  given  in  large  quantities. 

The  German  diet-drink*  has  been  of  lingular  fervice ;  I  knew  a  cafe  of 
this  kind  cured  by  it,  after  every  known  remedy  had  been  tried.  The  ex- 
trad  of  hemlock  is  fometimes  of  fervice.  I  have  known  fea-bathin?  cure 
thefe  complaints  entirely;  A  gentleman  came  from  Ireland  with  a  com- 
plaint of  this  kind,  and  after  having  tried  every  common,  and  known 
method,  without  effeft,  as  farfaparilla,  hemlock,  German  diet-drink  ;  and 
after  having  ufed  a  great  variety  of  dreffings,  (which  were  all  at  laft  laid 
afide,  and  opium  only  retained  to  quiet  the  pain)  he  bathed  in  the  fea  and 
got  well.  It  may  be  fometimes  neceffary  to  pafs  a  bougie,  to  hinder  the 
orifice  of  the  urethra  from  clofing  or  becoming  too  fmall  in  the  time  of 
healing  in  fuch  cafes. 


II.     OF  ULCERATION  RESEMBLING  CHANCRES. 

It  often  happens  that  after  chancres  are  healed,  and  all  the  virus  gone, 
the  cicatrices  ulcerate  again,  and  break  out  in  the  form  of  chancres. 

*  The  followmg  formulae  have  been  much  recommended  as  diet-drinks.  Take  of  crude 
antimony,  pulverized,  tied  up  in  a  bit  of  rag ;  pumice-ftoiie,  pulverized,  tied  up  in  the  fame,  of 
each  one  ounce  ;  China-root,  /liced  ;  farfaparilla-root,  fliced  and  bruifcd,  of  each  half  an  ounce  ; 
ten  walnuts,  with  their  rinds,  bruifed  ;  fpring-watcr,  four  pints ;  boiled  to  half  tliat  qu;uuity  ; 
filter  it,  and  let  it  be  drank  daily  in  divided  doles. 

Take  farfaparilla,  Saundcrs-wood,  white  and  red,  of  each  three  ounces  ;  liquorice  and  meze- 
reon,  of  each  half  an  ounce;  of  lignum,  rhodium,  guaiacum,  faflafras,  of  each  one  ounce  ;  crude 
antimony,  two  ounces;  mix  them  and  infufe  them  in  boiling  water,  ten  pints,  for  .twenty-four 
hours  ;  and  afterwards  boil  them  to  five  pints,  of  which  let  the  dofe  be  from  a  pint  and  an  half 
to  four  pints  a  day. 

Altliough 
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Although  this  is  mod  common  in  the  feat  of  the  former  chancres,  yet 
it  is  not  alvvays  confijied  to  them;  for  fores  often  break  out  on  other  parts 
of  the  prepuce  ;  but  Hill  they  appear  to  be  a  confequcnce  of  a  venereal  com- 
plaint having  been  there,  as  they  feldom  attack  thofe  who  never  had  gonor- 
rhcca  or  chancres.  They  often  have  fo  much  the  appearance  of  chancres, 
that  I  am  perfuaded  many  are  treated  as  venereal  that  are  really  not  fuch  : 
they  differ  from  a  chancre  in  general  by  not  fpreading  fo  fail:,  nor  fo  far  ; 
they  are  not  fo  painful,  nor  fo  much  inflamed,  and  have  not  thofe  hard  bafes 
that  the  venereal  fores  have,  nor  do  they  produce  buboes.  Yet  a  malignant 
kind  of  them,  when  they  attack  a  bad  conftitution,  tnay  be  taken  for  a 
mild  kind  of  chancre,  or  a  chancre  in  a  good  conftitution. 

Some  ftrefs  is  to  be  laid  upon  the  account  that  the  patient  gives  of  him- 
felf :  but  when  there  is  any  doubt,  a  little  time  will  clear  it  up.  I  have 
feen  the  fame  appearances  after  a  gonorrhoea ;  but  that  more  rarely  happens. 
It  would  appear  that  the  venereal  poifon  could  leave  a  difpofition  for  ulce- 
ration of  a  different  kind  from  what  is  peculiar  to  itfelf.  I  knew  one  cafe 
where  they  broke  out  regularly  every  two  months,  exaftly  to  a  day. 

As  they  are  not  venereal  their  treatment  becomes  difficult ;  for  the  cure 
confifts  more  in  preventing  a  return,  than  in  the  healing  up  of  the  prefent 
fores. 

They  require  particular  attention ;  for  although  they  are  not  dangerous, 
they  are  often  troublefome,  keeping  the  mind  in  fufpence  for  months. 

I  have  tried  a  great  variety  of  means,  but  with  little  fuccefs,  yet  they  have 
in  general  got  well  in  the  end.  In  the  following  cafe,  the  lixivium  fapo- 
narium  produced  a  fpeedy  cure. 

A  gentleman  had  three  fores  broke  out  on  the  prepuce,  which  had  very 
much  the  appearance  of  mild  chancres.  As  I  was  doubtful  of  their  nature, 
I  waited  fome  time,  and  only  ordered  them  to  be  kept  clean.  As  they  did 
TxOt  get  well,  feveral  things  were  tried.  Mercurial  dreffings  were  applied, 
but  they  always  produced  confiderable  irritation,  and  it  was  neceffary  to 
leave  them  off.  The  mercurius  calcinatus  was  given  by  way  of  trial,  and 
to  fecure  the  conftitution,  but  the  fores  continued  the  fame.  They  were 
eat  down  with  the  lunar  cauflic,  which  appeared  to  have  a  better  effed:  than 
any  other  thing  tried ;  but  flill  they  were  not  healed  at  the  end  of  five 
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months.  I  ordered  forty  drops  of  the  lixivium  faponarium  to  be  taken 
every  evening  and  morning  in  a  bafon  of  broth.  After  uling  it  three  days 
he  obferved  a  confiderable  alteration  in  the  fores,  and  in  fix  they  were  per- 
fectly fkinned  over.  He  had  formerly  had  fuch  fores  often,  which  had 
always  been  treated  as  venereal ;  but  he  began  to  doubt  whether  they  really 
were  fo  from  their  getting  fo  foon  well  in  the  prefent  inflance  by  the  lixi- 
vium. 

I  knew  a  gentleman  who  had  thefe  fores  breaking  out  and  healing  again 
for  years.  By  bathing  in  the  fea  for  a  month  or  two  they  healed  up  and 
never  afterwards  appeared. 


III.  OF  A  THICKENING  AND  Hx^RDENING  OF  THE  PARTS. 

In  fome  cafes  the  parts  do  not  ulcerate,  but  appear  to  thicken  and  be- 
come hard  or  firm ;  both  the  glans  and  prepuce  leem  to  fwell,  forming  a 
tumor  or  excrefcence  from  the  end  of  the  penis,  in  form  a  good  deal  like  a 
cauliflower,  and,  when  cut  into,  fliowing  radii  running  from  its  bafe,  or 
origin  towards  the  external  furface,  becoming  extremely  indolent  in  all  its 
operations.  This  gives  more  the  idea  of  a  cancer  than  the  firft,  being  prin- 
cipally a  new  formed  fubftance.  However,  it  is  not  always  a  confequence 
of  the  venereal  difeafe,  for  I  have  known  it  to  arife  fpontaneoufly. 

This  difeafe  appears  to  be  a  tumor  of  fo  indolent  a  kind,  that  I  do  not 
know  any  medicine  that  ftands  the  leaft  chance  of  performing  a  cure.  I 
have  amputated  them,  and  have  alio  feen  the  fame  thing  done  by  others, 
from  the  idea  of  their  being  cancerous,  and  the  remaining  part  of  the  penis 
has  healed  kindly. 

In  moft  of  thefe  cafes  a  confiderable  part  of  the  penis  mufi:  be  removed. 
Immediately  after  the  amputation,  a  fuitable  catheter  fliould  be  introduced 
into  the  urethra  ;  for  if  no  fuch  precaution  is  made  ufe  of,  the  confequences 
muft  be  troublefome  ;  for  the  firrt  dreffings  become  cemented  to  the  orifice 
by  the  extravafated  blood,  and  prevent  the  patient's  making  water,  which 
niuil  be  attended  with  obvious  inconveniences.  This  was  the  cafe  with  a 
patient  whofe  penis  I  amputated. 

K  k  IV.    OF 
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IV.     OF  WARTS. 

Anothkr  difpofition,  which  thefe  parts  acquife  from  the  venereal  pol- 
ibn,  is  the  difpolition  to  form  excrefcences,  or  cutaneous  tumors,  called 
warts.  This  difpofition  is  ftrongeft,  where  the  chancres  were ;  and  indeed 
chancres  often  heal  into  warts ;  but  perhaps  the  parts  acquire  this  difpofition 
from  the  venereal  matter  having  been  long  in  contadt  with  their  furfaces ; 
for  it  often  happens  after  gonorrhoeas,  where  there  had  been  no  chancres  ; 
and  probably  it  is  only  in  thofe  cafes  where  the  venereal  matter  had  pro- 
duced the  venereal  ftimulus  upon  the  glans  and  prepuce,  forming  there  what 
may  be  called  an  infenfible  gonorrhoea. 

A  wart  appears  to  be  an  excrefcence  from  the  cutis,  or  a  tumor  forming 
■  upon  it,  by  which  means  it  becomes  covered  with  a  cuticle,  which  like  all 
other  cuticles,  is  either  ftrong  and  hard,  or  thin  and  foft,  juft'  as  the  cuticle 
is  which  covers  the  parts  from  whence  they  arife.  They  are  radiated  from 
their  bafis  to  the  circumference,  the  radii  appearing  at  the  fjrface  pointed 
or  granulated,  much  like  granulations  that  are  healthy,  except  that  they 
are  harder,  and  rife  above  the  furface.  It  would  appear,  that  the  furface, 
on  which  each  is  formed,  has  only  the  difpofition  to  form  one,  becaufe  the 
furrounding  and  conneding  furface  does  not  go  into  the  like  fubflance  ^ 
thus  a  wart  once  begun  does  not  increafe  in  its  bafis,  but  rifes  higher  and 
higher.  They  have  an  increafing  power  within  themfelves ;  for  after  rifing 
above  the  furface  of  the  fkin,  on  which  they  are  not  allowed  to  increafe  in 
breadth  at  the  bafis,  they  fwell  out  into  a  round  thick  fubftance,  which  be- 
comes rougher  and  rougher. 

This  ftrufture  often  makes  them  liable  to  be  hurt  by  bodies  rubbing 
againft  them ;  and  often  from  fuch  a  caufe  they  bleed  veiy  profufely,  and 
are  very  painful. 

Thefe  excrefcences  are  confidered  by  many  not  as  fimply  a  confequence 
of  the  venereal  poifon,  but  as  polTefled  of  its  fpecific  difpofition,  and  there- 
fore they  have  recourfe  to  mercury  for  the  cure  of  them  ;  and  it  is  alTerted 
that  fuch  treatment  often  removes  them.    Such  an  eifed:  of  mercury  I  have 

aever 
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never  feen,  although  given  in  fuch  a  quantity  as  to  cure  in  the  fame  peribn 
recent  chancres,  and  fometimes  a  pox. 

As  thefe  fubflances  are  excrefcences  from  the  body,  they  are  not  to  be 
confidered  as  truly  a  part  of  the  animal,  not  being  endowed  with  the  com- 
mon or  natural  animal  powers,  by  which  means  the  cure  becomes  ealier. 
They  are  fo  little  of  the  true  animal,  and  fo  much  of  a  difeafe,  that  many 
trifling  circumllances  make  them  decays  an  inflammation  in  the  natural 
and  found  parts  round  the  wart  will  give  it  a  difpofition  to  decay  ;  many 
flimuli  applied  to  the  furface  will  often  make  them  die.  Eletlricity  will 
produce  adtion  in  them  which  they  are  not  able  to  fupport ;  an  inflamma- 
tion is  excited  round  them,  and  they  drop  off. 

From  this  view  of  them,  the  knife  and  efcharotics  muft  appear  not  always 
neceiTary,  although  thefe  modes  will  adl  more  quickly  than  any  other  in 
many  cafes,  eipecially  if  the  neck  is  fmall.  In  fuch  formed  warts  perhaps 
a  pair  of  fciflars  is  the  befh  inftrument  j  but  where  cutting  inftruments  of 
any  kind  are  horrible  to  the  patient,  a  lilk  thread  tied  round  their  neck  will 
do  very  well ;  but  in  whichfoever  way  it  is  feparated,  it  will  be  in  general 
neceflary  to  touch  the  bafe  with  cauftic. 

Efcharotics  aft  upon  warts  in  two  difl:erent  ways,  namely,  by  deaden- 
ing a  part  and  ftimulating  the  remainder;  fo  that  by  the  application  of 
efcharotic  after  efcharotic,  the  whole  decays  tolerably  faft ;  and  it  is  feldom 
necelTary  to  eat  them  down  to  the  very  root,  as  the  balls  or  root  often  fepa- 
rates  and  is  thrown  off.  This  however  is  not  always  the  cafe,  for  we  find 
that  the  root  does  not  always  feparate,  and  that  it  will  grow  again ;  there- 
fore in  fuch  cafes  it  is  neceffary  to  eat  down  lower  than  the  general  furhice 
to  remove  the  root. 

Any  of  the  cauftics,  fuch  as  the  lapis  fepticus,  as  alfo  the  metallic  falts, 
fuch  as  the  lunar  cauftic,  blue  vitriol,  &c.  have  this  power.  The  ruil  of 
copper  and  favine  leaves  mixed  are  one  of  the  beft  ftimulants. 

After  they  have  been  to  appearance  fufliciently  deflroyed,  they  often  rife 
anew,  not  from  any  part  being  left,  but  from  the  furface  of  the  cutis  having 
the  fame  difpofition  as  before.  This  requires  a  repetition  of  the  lame  prac- 
tice, fo  as  to  take  off  that  furlixce  of  the  cutis. 

K  k  2  V.  OF 
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V.     OF  EXCORIATIONS  OF  THE  GLANS  AND  PREPUCE. 

It  very  often  happens  that  the  furface  of  the  glans  and  infide  of  the  pre- 
puce excoriate,  becoming  extremely  tender,  and  then  a  matter  oozes  out. 
The  prepuce  in  fuch  cafes  often  becomes  a  little  thickened,  and  fometimes- 
contracts  in  its  orifice,  both  which  circumftances  render  the  inverfion  of  it 
difficult  and  painful.  Whether  this  complaint  ever  arifes  from  a  venereal 
caufe  is  not  certain,  as  it  often  takes  place  where  there  never  has  been  any 
venereal  taint. 

This  difeafe  is  in  the  cutis  ;  and  under  fuch  a  dilpofition  it  has  no  power 
of  forming  a  good  cuticle.  It  is  very  fnnilar  to  a  gonorrhoea  in  this  part, 
but  is  not  venereal. 

Drawing  the  prepuce  back,  and  fteeping  the  parts  in  a  folution  of  lead, 
often  takes  off  the  irritation,  and  a  found  cuticle  is  formed.  Spirits  diluted 
often  produce  the  fame  effedl ;  the  unguentum  citrinum  of  the  Edinburgh 
Difpenfatory,.  lowered  by  mixing  with  it  equal  parts  of  hogs-lard,  is  often 
of  finqular  fervice  in  fuch  cafes :  but  there  are  cafes  which  bid  defiance  to 
all  our  applications,  in  which  I  have  fucceeded  by  defiring  the  perfon  to 
leave  the  glans  uncovered,  which  produced  the  ftimulus  of  necefaty  for  the 
formation  of  a  natural  cuticle^ 


PART 
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CHAPTER       I. 

PF  BUBO. 

A  Knowledge  of  the  abforbing  fyftem,  as  It  is  now  eftablilTied,  gives  us 
confiderable  information  refpefting  many  of  the  effects  of  poifons, 
and  illuftrates  feveral  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  in  particular  the 
formation  of  buboes.  Prior  to  this  knowledge  we  find  writers  at  a  lofs  how 
to  give  a  true  and  confiftent  explanation  of  many  of  the  fymptoms  of  this 
difeafe.  The  difcovery  of  the  lymphatics  being  a  fyftem  of  abforbents,  has 
thrown  more  light  on  many  difeafes  than  the  difcovery  of  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  ;  it  leads  in  many  cafes  diredlly  to  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe. 

The  immediate  confequence  of  the  local  difeafes,  gonorrhoea  and  chan- 
cre, which  is  called  bubo,  as  alfo  the  remote  or  lues  venerea,  arife  from 
the  abforption  of  recent  venereal  matter  from  fome  furface  where  it  has 
either  been  applied  or  formed.  Although  this  mufh  have  been  allowed  in 
general  ever  fmce  the  knowledge  of  the  difeafe  and  of  abforption,  yet  a  true 
folution  of  the  formation  of  bubo  could  not  be  given  till  we  had  acquired 
the  knowledge  of  the  lymphatics  being  the  only  abforbents.  Upon  the  old 
opinion  of  abforption  being  performed  by  the  veins,  the  lues  venerea  could 
have  eafily  been  accounted  for,  becaufe  it  could  as  readily  be  produced  by 
the  abforbing  power  of  the  veins,  if  they  had  fuch,  as  by  the  lymphatics; 
but  the  difficulty  was  to  fay  how  the  bubo  was  formed.  There  they  feemed 
to  be  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  this  difeafe,  yet  they  fometimes  exprelfed  them- 
felves  as  if  they  had  fome  idea  of  it,  although  at  the  fame  time  they  could 
have  no  clear  notions  of  what  they  advanced  ;  nor  could  they  demonflrate 
what  they  faid  from  the  knowledge  of  the  parts  and  their  ufes.. 

Buboes 
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Buboes  are  by  fome  imputed  to  the  flopping  of  a  gonorrhoea,  or  as  they 
exprelled  it,  driving  it  to  the  glands  of  the  groin,  conformably  to  the  idea 
they  had  of  the  caufe  of  the  fvvelling  of  the  teflicle.  But  this  is  not  juft, 
for  we  know  of  no  fuch  power  as  repulfion  ;  and  if  it  was  driven  there  it 
could  not  be  by  flopping  the  formation  of  matter,  but  by  increafing  the 
abforption,  of  which  they  had  no  idea. 

When  we  examine  the  opinion  of  authors  concerning  the  formation  of 
bubo,  prior  to  the  knowledge  of  the  power  of  abforption  in  the  lymphatics, 
we  fhall  find  them  making  ufe  of  terms  which  they  could  not  pofllbly  un- 
derfland.  For  inftance,  Heifler  fays,  "  They  are  of  two  kinds,  one  venereal, 
and  the  other  not ;"  but  he  does  not  fay  that  the  venereal  arifes  only  from 
impure  coition. 

Aftruc  fays,  page  326,  that  fome  buboes  arife  immediately  from  impure 
coition,  and  thefe  he  calls  eflential ;  others  from  fuppreffed  gonorrhoea,  or 
a  fmall  difcharge,  or  from  chancres  of  the  penis,  and  thefe  he  calls  fymp- 
tomatic;  laftly,  that  they  arife  fpontaneoufly  without  any  immediate  previous 
coition,  and  are  a  pathognomonic  fign  of  a  hidden  pox. 

In  page  327  he  fhows  the  impoffibillty  of  this  laft  happening  from  what 
we  now  call  or  underfland  by  a  lues  venerea  ^  but  in  page  328  he  explains 
what  he  calls  a  latent  lues  venerea,  which  is  local  alfedion  produced  as 
he  fuppofes  from  a  lues  venerea  ;  but  which  mofl  probably  never  yet  hap- 
pened ;  and  if  ever  they  had  arifen  from  fuch  a  caufe,  even  the  abforption 
of  their  matter  could  not  produce  a  venereal  bubo,  as  will  be  explained. 
In  fhort,  as  he  underflood  not  the  true  abforbing  fyftem,  his  ideas  are  be- 
come now  unintelligible.* 

We  find  Cowper,  Drake,  and  Boerhaave,  as  well  as  Aflruc,  fpeaking  of 
the  vitiated  lymph  not  pafTing  the  glands,  therefore  inflaming  them ;  alfo 
of  the  infpiffated  lymph  paffing  either  by  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  that 
is,  from  the  conflitution  to  thefe  glands,  (an  opinion  held  by  fome  to  this 
day)  or  by  a  fhorter  courfe,  viz.  The  lymphatic  vefTels  which  go  to  the  in- 
guinal glands.  They  alfo  fpeak  of  the  fwelling  of  the  inguinal  glands,  or 
venereal  buboes,  from  the  contagion  being  communicated  by  the  reforbent 

*  The  above  extradls  are  from  the  Englilh  Edition,  publiflied  in  the  year  1754,  page  326. 

lymphatics. 


• 


OF    BUBO.  .  255- 

lymphatics.  Drake  even  fpeaks  more  pointedly ;  and  if  we  confider  him 
no  further,  he  would  almoft  make  us  believe  that  he  knew  that  the  lymph- 
atics were  the  abforbents ;  but  as  he  has  no  fuch  ideas  when  treating  of  thofe 
veffels  expreflly,  v/e  are  not  to  give  him  credit  for  it.  His  words  are,  "  The 
venereal  bubo  may  very  likely  take  its  rife  from  fome  parts  of  the  contagious 
matter  of  claps  fucked  up  by  the  lymphatics  of  the  penis,  and  thence  im- 
ported to  the  inguinal  glands  where  they  depofit  their  liquor ;  and  thence  it 
well  behoves  the  furgeon  to  be  as  early  as  may  be  in  the  opening  of  fuch 
tumors,  before  by  the  exporting  veffels  of  that  clafs  the  poiibn  is  carried 
further  into  the  blood,  which  very  probably  may  he  the  cafe  where  fuch 
tumor  arifeth  immediately  upon  the  flopping  of  a  gonorrhoea,  as  does  the 
hernia  humoralis ;  but  when  the  fame  appears  fome  months  after  that  was 
removed,  we  are  to  fuppofe  as  in  cafes  of  other  poifons  laying  hold  of  the 
blood,  by  the  ftrength  of  Nature  it  is  thrown  forth,  either  by  means  of 
the  lymphatics  of  the  blood-veflels  themfelves,  if  not  fpewed  out  of  the 
nervous  tubes,  as  Wharton  furmifed,  and  depofited  in  thefe  emuncftories." 

Here  he  compares  it  to  the  formation  of  a  hernia  humoralis,  which  plainly 
fhows  that  he  underilood  neither  of  them. 

Even  fo  late  as  the  year  1748,  we  do  not  find  any  new  ideas  on  this 
fubjedl :  Freke  fays,  "  By  fealing  up  the  mouths  of  the  glands  of  the  ure- 
thra, the  poifon  is  thence  by  the  dudls  leading  to  the  inguinal  glands  con- 
veyed to  them." 

In  the  year  1754,  eight  years  after  Dr.  Hunter  having  publicly  taught 
his  opinion  of  the  lymphatics  being  a  fyflem  of  abforbents,  we  find  a  trea- 
tife  on  this  difeafe  by  Mr.  Gataker,  where  as  little  new  is  advanced  on  this 
fubjedl,  as  in  any  of  the  former. 

When  we  come  fo  low  down  as  the  year  1770,  in  an  abridgement  of 
Aflruc,  by  Dr.  Chapman,  (fecond  edition)  in  which  he  introduces  his  own 
knowledge  and  ideas,  we  find  the  abforbing  power  of  the  lymphatics  brought 
in  as  a  caufe  of  the  formation  of  buboes  ;  but  by  this  time  the  kno\^•ledge 
of  the  lymphatics  being  the  fyflem  of  abforbents  was  in  this  country  gene- 
rally ditFufed. 

The  docftrine  of  abforption  being  now  perfe(5lly  underflood,  we  have  only 
to  explain  the  different  modes  in  which  it  may  take  place. 

The 
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The  venereal  matter  is  taken  up  by  the  abforbents  of  the  part  in  which 
it  is  placed  ;  and  although  the  abforption  of  the  matter  and  the  effeds  after 
abforption  are  the  fame,  whether  from  the  matter  of  the  gonorrhoea  or 
chancre,  yet  I  fliall  divide  the  abforption  into  three  kinds,  according  to  the 
three  different  furfaces  from  which  the  matter  may  be  abforbed,  beginning 
with  the  leaft  frequent. 

The  firft  and  mofl  fimple  is  where  the  matter  either  of  a  gonorrhoea  or 
chancre  has  only  been  applied  to  fome  found  furface,  without  having  pro- 
duced any  local  effedt  on  the  part,  but  has  been  abforbed  immediately  upon 
its  application.  Inflances  of  this  I  have  feen  in  men,  and  fuch  are  perhaps 
the  only  inflances  that  can  be  depended  upon  j  for  it  is  uncertain  in  many 
cafes,  whether  a  woman  has  a  gonorrhoea  or  not.  I  think  however  I  may 
venture  to  affirm  that  I  have  feen  it  in  women,  or  at  leaft  there  was  every 
reafon  to  believe  that  they  had  neither  chancre,  nor  gonorrhoea  preceding, 
as  there  was  no  local  appearance  of  it,  nor  did  they  communicate  it  to 
others  who  had  connexion  with  them. 

It  mufl  be  allowed  that  this  mode  of  abforption  is  very  rare ;  and  if  we 
were  to  examine  the  parts  very  carefully,  or  ijiquire  of  the  patients  very 
ftridly,  probably  a  fmall  chancre  might  be  difcovered  to  have  been  the 
caufe,  which  I  have  more  than  once  feen.  For  when  we  confider  how 
rarely  it  happens  from  a  gonorrhoea,  in  which  the  mode  of  abforption  is 
fimilar,  we  can  hardly  fuppofe  it  probable  that  it  fhould  here  arife  from  fim- 
ple contadt,  the  time  of  the  application  of  the  venereal  matter  being  com- 
monly fo  very  fhort.  We  might  indeed  fuppofe  the  frequency  to  make  up 
for  the  length  of  time,  which  we  can  hardly  allow,  for  the  fame  frequency 
fhould  give  the  chance  of  producing  it  locally.  Therefore  very  particular 
attention  fhould  be  paid  to  all  the  circumflances  attending  fuch  cafes. 

There  is  however  no  great  reafon  why  it  fliould  not  happen,  and  the 
pofTibility  of  it  leffens  the  faith  that  is  to  be  put  in  the  fuppofition,  that 
the  difeafe  may  be  years  in  the  conftitution  before  it  appears ;  for  whenever 
it  does  appear  in  a  lues  venerea,  its  date  is  always  carried  back  to  the  lafl 
local  affedtion,  whether  gonorrhoea  or  chancre,  and  the  latter  connedions 
are  never  regarded. 

The 
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The  fecond  mode  of  abforption  of  this  matter  is  more  frequent  than  the 
former,  and  it  is  when  the  matter  appHed  has  produced  a  gonorrhoea  ;  and 
it  may  happen  while  the  complaint  is  going  on,  either  under  a  cure  or  not. 
Some  of  the  matter  fecreted  by  the  inflamed  furfaces  having  been  abforbed 
and  carried  into  the  circulation,  produces  the  fame  complaints  as  in  the 
former  cafe,  by  which  means  the  perfon  gives  himfelf  the  lues  venerea. 

The  third  mode  is  the  abforption  of  the  matter  from  an  ulcer,  which 
may  either  be  a  chancre,  or  a  bubo.  This  mode  is  by  much  the  more  fre- 
quent ;  which,  with  many  other  proofs,  would  fhow  that  a  fore  or  ulcer, 
is  the  furface  moil  favourable  for  abforption.  Whether  ulcers  in  every 
part  of  the  body  have  an  equal  power  of  abforption  I  have  not  been  able  to 
determine  ;  but  I  fufpedl  that  an  ulcer  on  the  glans  is  not  fo  good  a  furface 
for  abforption  as  one  on  the  prepuce,  although  I  have  feen  both  buboes 
and  the  lues  venerea  arife  from  the  former,  but  not  fo  often  as  from  the 
latter. 

To  thefe  three  methods  may  be  added  a  fourth,  abforption  from  a  wound; 
which  I  have  already  remarked  is,  perhaps,  not  fo  frequent  as  any  of  the 
former. 

As  the  venereal  poifon  has  the  power  of  contaminating  whatever  part  of 
the  body  it  comes  in  contadt  with,  it  contaminates  the  abforbent  lyflem, 
producing  in  it  local  venereal  complaints.  It  is  hardly  necelfary  to  obferve, 
that  what  is  now  commonly  underftood  by  a  bubo,  is  a  fwelling  taking  place 
in  the  abforbing  fyftem,  efpecially  in  the  glands,  arifing  from  the  abforption 
of  fome  poifon,  or  other  irritating  matter;  and  when  fuch  fwellings  take 
place  in  the  groin,  they  are  called  buboes,  whether  from  abforption  or  not, 
but  are  mofl  commonly  fuppofed  to  be  venereal,  even  although  there  has 
been  no  vifible  preceding  caufe.  This  has  been  fo  much  the  cafe,  that  all 
fwellings  in  this  part  have  been  fufpeded  to  be  of  this  nature  ;  femoral 
ruptures,  and  aneuryfms  of  the  femoral  artery  have  been  miflaken  for  vene- 
real buboes. 

I  fhall  call  every  abfcefs  in  the  abforbing  fyflem,  whether  in  the  veffels  or 
the  glands,  arifing  in  confequence  of  the  abforption  of  venereal  matter,  a  bubo. 

This  matter  when  abforbed  from  either  of  the  four  different  furfaces, 
which  are  common  furfaces,  wounds,  inflamed  furfaces,  and  ulcers,  is  car- 
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rjed  along  the  abforbent  vefTels  to  the  common  circulation,  and  in  its  pafTage 
often  produces  the  fpecific  inflammation  in  thefe  veffels ;  the  conlequence  of 
which  i?  the  formation  of  buboes,  which  are  venereal  abfcefles,  exadlly 
fimilar  in  their  nature  and  efFedls  to  a  chancre  j  the  only  difference  being  in 
lize.  As  the  abforbents  with  the  gfands  are  immediately  irritated  by  the 
fame  fpecific  matter  whicii  has  undergone  no  change  in  its  palTage,  the 
conlequcnt  inflammation  mufl-  therefore  have  the  fame  fpecific  quality,  and 
the  matter  fecreted  in  them  be  venereal.* 

As  this  fyftem  of  vefl!els  may  be  divided  into  two  claffes,  the  vefiels  them- 
felves,  and  their  ramifications  and  convolutions,  called  the  lymphatic  glancis, 
I  fliall  follow  the  fame  divifion  in  treating  of  their  inflammations. 

Inflammation  of  the  velTels  is  not  nearly  fo  frequent  as  that  of  the  glands. 
In  men,  fuch  inflammations,  in  confequence  of  chancres  upon  the  glans  or 
prepuce,  generally  appear  like  a  chord  leading  along  the  back  of  the  penis 
from  the  chancres.  Sometinies  they  arife  from  the  thickening  of  the  pre- 
puce in  gonorrhoeas,  that  part  in  fuch  cafes  being  generally  in  a  ftate  of 
excoriation,  as  was  defcribed  Vv'hen  I  treated  of  that  form  of  the  difeafe. 
Thefe  cords  often  terminate  infenfibly  on  the  penis,  near  its  root,  or  near 
the  pubes ;  at  other  times  they  extend  further,  pafTmg  to  a  lymphatic  gland 
in  the  groin :  this  chord  can  be  eafily  pinched  up  between  the  finger  and 
thumb,  and  it  often  gives  a  thicknefs  to  the  prepuce,  making  it  fo  fliff  at 
this  part  as  to  make  the  inverfion  of  it  difficult,  if  not  impofllble,  producing 
a  kind  of  phymofis. 

I  think  I  have  obferved  this  appearance  to  arife  as  frequently  from  the 
gonorrhoea,  when  attended  with  the  before-mentioned  inflammation  and  tu- 
mefadion  of  the  prepuce,  as  from  chancres ;  which,  if  my  obfervation  is 
juft,  is  not  eafily  accounted  for.  I  have  obferved  that  abforption  is  more 
common  to  ulcers  than  inflamed  furfaces ;  or  at  leaft  the  formation  of  a 
bubo  in  the  gland,  and  its  effecfts  in  the  confl:itution,  are  more  common  from 
an  ulcer;  but  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  infide  of  the  prepuce,  from 

*  I  do  not  know  how  far  this  reafoning  will  hold  good  in  all  cafes  of  poifons  ;  for  I  very 
much  fLifpeft  that  the  bubo  that  is  fometimes  formed  in  confequence  of  inoculation  of  the  fmall- 
pox  does  not  produce  variolous  matter.  The  natural  poifons,  in  producing  buboes,  certainly  do 
not  form,  a  poifon  fimilar  to  themfelvcs. 

whence 
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whence  this  cord  appears  to  arife.  Is  in  an  excoriated  flate.  It  is  poffible 
that  this  efFedl  may  arife  from  the  lymphatics  fympathifing  with  the  inflam- 
mation of  the  urethra ;  but  I  believe  the  afFeftion  is  truly  venereal ;  or  it  is 
poffible  that  even  the  abforption  of  the  coagulable  lymph,  which  was  pro- 
duced from  the  venereal  inflammation,  and  which  is  the  caufe  of  the  tu- 
mefadlion,  may  have  the  power  of  contamination,  as  appears  to  be  the  cafe 
in  the  cancer. 

The  thickening,  or  the  formation  of  this  hard  chord,  probably  arifes  from 
the  thickening  of  the  coats  of  the  abforbents,  joined  with  the  extravaiation 
of  coagulable  lymph,  thrown  in  upon  its  inner  furface,  as  in  inflamed  veins. 

This  cord  often  inflames  fo  much  as  to  fuppurate,  and  fometinies  in  more 
places  than  one,  forming  one,  two,  or  three  buboes,  or  fmall  abfcefl"es  in 
the  body  of  the  penis.  When  this  is  going  on,  we  find  in  fome  parts  of 
this  chord  a  circumfcribed  hardnefs ;  then  fuppuration  takes  place  in  the 
centre,  the  fkin  begins  to  inflame,  the  matter  comes  nearer  to  it,  and  the 
abfcefs  opens  like  any  other  abfcefs. 

I  have  feen  a  chain  of  thefe  buboes,  or  little  abfcefles,  along  the  upper 
part  of  the  penis  through  its  whole  length. 

This  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  exaftly  fimilar  to  the  inflammation  and  fup- 
puration of  a  vein  after  being  wounded  and  expofed. 

Inflammation  of  the  glands  is  much  more  frequent  than  the  former,  and 
arifes  from  the  venereal  matter  being  carried  on  to  the  lymphatic  glands ; 
the  ftrudlure  of  which  appears  to  be  no  more  than  the  ramifications  and  re- 
union of  the  abforbent  vefl'els,  by  which  means  they  form  thefe  bodies. 

From  this  ftrudture  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe  that  the  fluid  abforbed 
is  in  fome  meafure  detained  in  thele  bodies,  and  thereby  has  a  greater  op- 
portunity of  communicating  the  difeafe  to  them  than  to  the  dillind:  veflels, 
where  its  courfe  is  perhaps  more  rapid  ;  which  may  account  for  the  glands 
being  more  frequently  contaminated. 

Swellings  of  thefe  glands  are  common  to  other  difeafes,  and  fliould  be 
carefully  difl:inguiflied  from  thofe  that  arife  from  the  venereal  poilbn.  The 
firft  inquiry  (hould  be  into  the  caufe,  to  fee  if  there  is  any  venereal  com- 
plaint at  fome  greater  diftance  from  the  heart,  as  chancres  on  the  penis,  or 
any  preceding  difeafe  on  the  penis ;  to  learn  if  mercurial  ointment  has  been 
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at  all  applied  to  the  legs  and  thighs  of  that  fide;  for  mercury  applied  to 
thofe  parts,  for  the  cure  of  a  chancre,  will  fometimes  tumefy  the  glands, 
which  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  venereal.  We  Ihould  further  obferve,  if 
there  be  no^preceding  difeafe  in  the  conftitution,  fuch  as  a  cold,  fever,  &c. 
tlie  progrefs  of  the  fwelling  with  regard  to  quicknefs  is  alfo  to  be  attended 
to,  as  alfo  to  dill:inguifh  it  from  a  rupture,  lumbar  abfccfs,  or  aneuryfm  of 
the  crural  artery. 

Perhaps  thefe  bodies  are  more  Irritable,  or  more  fufceptlble  of  ftimuli 
than  the  veffels.  They  are  certainly  more  fufceptible  of  fympathy  ;  how- 
ever we  are  not  yet  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  ufe  of  thefe  glands  to  be 
able  to  account  fatisfadtorily  for  this  difference. 

It  would  appear  in  fome  cafes,  that  it  is  fome  time  after  the  abforptioii 
of  the  venereal  matter  before  it  produces  its  effefts  upon  the  glands ;  in 
fome  it  has  been  fix  days  at  leait.  This  could  only  be  known  by  the 
chancres  being  healed  fix  days  before  the  bubo  began  to  appear;  and  in 
fuch  cafes  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  matter  had  been  abforbed  a 
much  longer  time  before ;  for  the  laft  matter  of  a  chancre  mod:  probably  is 
not  venereal ;  and  indeed  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  the  poifon  may  be  as 
long  before  it  produces  an  adlion  on  the  parts,  when  applied  in  this  way,  as 
it  is  either  in  the  urethra,  or  in  forming  a  chancre ;  which  I  have  fliown 
to  be  fometimes  fix  or  feven  weeks. 

The  glands,  neareft  to  the  feat  of  abforption,  are  in  general  the  only 
ones  that  are  attacked,  as  thofe  in  the  groin,  when  the  matter  has  been 
taken  up  from  the  penis  in  men.  In  the  groin,  between  the  labia  and  thigh, 
and  the  round  ligaments,  when  abforbed  from  the  vulva,  in  women.  I  think 
there  is  commonly  but  one  gland  at  a  time  that  is  affefted  by  the  abforption 
of  venereal  matter,  which,  if  fo,  becomes  in  fome  fort  a  diftinguifliing  mark 
between  venereal  buboes  and  other  difeafes  of  thefe  bodies.  We  never  find 
the  lymphatic  veflels,  or  glands,  that  are  fecond  in  order,  affefted ;  as  thofe 
along  the  iliac  veflels,  or  back  ;  and  I  have  alfo  Ceen  when  the  difeafe  has 
been  contrafted  by  a  fore,  or  cut  upon  the  finger,  the  bubo  come  on  a 
little  above  the  bend  of  the  arm,  upon  the  infide  of  the  biceps  mufcle  ;  and 
in  fuch  where  the  bubo  has  come  in  that  part  none  has  formed  in  the  arm- 
pit, which  is  the  mofl  common  place  for  the  glands  to  be  affefted  by  ab- 
sorption. 

But 
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But  this  is  not  univerfal,  although  common,  for  I  was  informed  by  a 
gentleman  who  contrafted  the  difeafe  in  the  before-mentioned  way,  that  he 
had  buboes  both  on  the  infide  of  the  biceps  mufcle,  and  in  the  arm-pit. 
Another  cafe  of  this  kind  I  have  heard  of  fince ;  why  it  is  not  more  com- 
mon is  perhaps  not  eafily  explained. 

It  might  be  fuppofed  that  the  matter  was  weakened,  or  much  diluted  by 
the  abforptions  from  other  parts  by  the  time  it  gets  through  thefe  neareft 
ramifications,  and  therefore  has  not  power  to  contaminate  thofe  which  are 
beyond  them ;  but  it  is  moft  probable  that  there  are  other  reafons  for  this. 
I  once  fufpefted  that  the  nature  of  the  poifon  was  altered  in  thefe  glands  as 
it  pafTed  through  them,  which  was  the  reafon  why  it  did  not  contaminate 
the  fecond  or  third  feries  of  glands  ;  and  alfo  why  it  did  not  affect  the  con- 
flitution  in  the  fame  way  as  it  did  the  parts  to  which  it  was  firft  applied  ; 
but  this  explanation  will  not  account  for  the  next  order  of  glands  to  fup- 
purating  buboes  not  being  affected  by  the  abforption  of  venereal  matter.  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  internal  fituation  of  the  other  glands  prevents  the 
venereal  irritation  from  taking  place  in  them ;  and  this  opinion  is  ftrength- 
ened  by  obferving  when  one  of  thefe  external  glands  fuppurates  and  forms 
a  bubo,  which  is  to  be  confidered  as  a  large  venereal  fore  or  chancre,  that 
the  abforption  from  it,  which  mufl  be  great,  does  not  contaminate  the 
lymphatics  or  glands  next  in  order,  by  the  venereal  matter  going  directly 
through  them. 

If  this  be  true,  then  the  Ikin  would  feem  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  fufcep- 
tibility  of  the  abforbents  to  receive  the  irritation.  Whether  the  iTcin  has 
the  power  inherent  in  itfelf,  or  acquires  it  from  fome  other  circumfiiance,  as 
air,  cold,  or  fenfe  of  touch,  is  not  eafily  afcertained  ;  but  whichever  it  be, 
it  fliows  that  the  venereal  matter  of  itfelf  is  not  capable  of  irritating,  and 
that  it  requires  a  fecond  principle  to  complete  its  full  etfedt,  that  is,  a 
combination  of  the  nature  of  the  poifon  and  the  influence  of  the  llcin,  and 
that  influence  muft  be  by  fympathy,  and  therefore  weaker  than  if  adiing  in 
the  fame  part,  that  is,  the  Ikin  itfelf;  which  perhaps  is  the  reafon  why  the 
venereal  matter  does  not  always  afieft  thofe  veflels  and  glands,  while  it 
always  does  the  fkin,  if  inferted  into  it. 

The 
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The  fituation  of  buboes  arifing  from  the  venereal  difcafc  in  the  penis,  are 
in  men,  in  the  abforbcnt  glands  of  the  groin:  if  a  gonorrhoea  is  the  caufe 
of  a  bubo,  one  groin  is  not  exempted  more  than  the  other,  both  may  be 
affed:ed;  but  if  a  bubo  arifes  in  confequence  of  a  chancre,  then  the  groin, 
may  be  generally  determined  by  the  feat  of  the  chancre  ;  for  if  the  chancre 
is  on  one  fide  of  the  penis,  then  the  bubo  will  commonly  be  on  that  fide  ; 
however,  this  is  not  univerfally  the  cafe,  for  I  have  known  inftances,  al- 
though but  few,  where  a  chancre  on  one  fide  of  the  prepuce,  or  penis,  has 
been  the  caufe  of  a  bubo  on  the  oppofite  fide,  which,  if  arifing  from  that 
chancre,  is  a  proof  that  the  abforbents  either  anaftomofe,  or  decuffate  each 
other.  If  the  chancre  be  on  the  frxnum,  or  on  the  middle  of  the  penis, 
between  the  two  fides,  then  it  is  uncertain  which  fide  will  be  affefted. 

The  fituation  of  the  glands  of  the  groin  is  not  always  the  fame,  and 
therefore  the  courfe  of  the  abforbent  veflels  will  vary  accordingly.  I  have 
feen  a  venereal  bubo  which  arofe  from  a  chancre  on  the  penis,  a  confidera- 
ble  way  down  the  thigh  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  have  feen  it  often  as  high  as 
the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  before  Poupart's  ligament,  and  fometimes  near 
the  pubes,  all  of  which  three  fituations  may  lead  to  fome  variations  in  the 
method  of  cure,  therefore  it  may  be  proper  to  attend  to  them. 

As  the  difeafe  moft  commonly  arifes  from  copulation,  the  fituations  of 
buboes  are  generally  in  the  groin  ;  but  as  no  part  of  the  body,  under  certain 
circumftances,  is  exempt  from  this  difeafe,  we  find  the  neareft  external 
glands  between  the  part  of  abforption,  and  the  heart,  every  where  in  the 
body  fhare  the  fame  fate  with  thofe  of  the  groin,  efpecially  if  external. 


CHAPTER 
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C  H  A  P  T  E  R      II. 
OF  BUBOES  IN  WOMEN.  . 

THE  fame  difeafes  in  the  abforbents  in  confequence  of  the  abforption  of 
the  venereal  matter,  take  place  in  this  fex  as  well  as  in  men.  I 
never  faw  but  one  cafe  where  the  abforbent  vefTels  were  difeafed  ;  but  this 
is  nearly  in  the  fame  proportion  as  in  men,  when  I  confider  the  proportion 
the  number  of  the  one  fex  bears  to  that  of  the  other  who  apply  to  me  for  ar 
cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe  in  any  form.  The  cafe  was  a  gonorrhoea  with 
violent  itching  and  forenefs  when  the  patient  fat  or  walked ;  but  flie  had 
very  little  pain  in  iTiaking  water.  When  I  examined  the  parts,  I  could  fee 
no  difference  between  them  and  found  parts,  excepting  that  the  left  labium 
was  fwelled,  or  fuller  than  the  other,  and  a  hard  chord  palled  from  the 
centre  of  that  labium  upwards  to  the  os  pubis,  and  paiTed  on  to  the  groin 
of  the  fame  fide,  and  was  loft  in  a  gland  as  high  as  Poupart's  ligament. 
It  was  not  to  be  felt  but  by  preffing  the  parts  with  fome  force,  and  it  gave 
confiderable  pain  upon  preffure. 

The  fwelling  of  the  labium  appeared  to  be  fomewhat  limilar  to  the  fwell- 
ing  of  the  prepuce  in  iimilar  cafes  in  men,  fo  that  they  would  appear  to 
arife  from  the  fame  caufe. 

One  would  naturally  fuppofe  that  wfiat  has  been  faid  of  this  complaint 
in  the  lymphatic  glands  in  men,  would  be  wholly  applicable  to  women ; 
and  alfo  that  nothing  peculiar  to  women  could  take  place ;  but  the  feat  of 
abforption  is  more  extenfive  in  this  fex,  and  the  courfe  of  fome  of  the  ab- 
forbents is  alfo  different,  from  whence  there  are  three  fituations  of  buboes 
in  women,  two  of  which  are  totally  different  from  thofe  in  men,  and  thefe 
I  fufpedt  to  be  in  the  abforbents. 

The  third  fituation  of  buboes  in  this  fex  is  fimilar  to  that  in  men,  and 
therefore  they  may  be  divided  into  three,  as  in  men. 

When 
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When  buboes  arife  in  women  wJiere  there  Is  no  chancre,  it  is  more  dif- 
ficult to  know  whether  they  are  venereal  or  not  than  in  men  ;  for  when 
they  arife  in  men  without  any  local  complaint,  it  is  known  that  no  fuch 
complaint  exifts,  and  therefore  the  bubo  cannot  be  venereal,  excepting  by 
imniediate  abforption  ;  but  in  women  it  is  often  difficult  to  know  whether 
there  be  any  infedtion  prefent  or  not ;  and  therefore  in  order  to  afcertain  the 
nature  of  the  bubo,  attention  mufl  be  paid  to  its  manner  of  coming  on, 
progrefs,  and  other  circumflances. 

When  chancres  are  fituated  forwards,  near  to  the  meatus  urinarius,  nym- 
phae,  clitoris,  labia,  or  mons  veneris,  then  we  find  that  the  matter  abforbed 
is  carried  along  one  or  both  of  the  round  ligaments,  and  the  buboes  are 
formed  in  thofe  ligaments  juft  before  they  enter  the  abdomen,  without,  I 
believe,  ever  going  further.  Thefe  buboes  I  fufpedt  not  to  be  glandular, 
but  inflamed  abforbents ;  and  if  fo  it  ftrengthens  the  idea  that  it  is  only  an 
external  part  that  can  be  affeded  in  this  way. 

When  the  chancres  are  fituated  far  back,  near  the  perlnaeum,  or  in  it, 
the  matter  abforbed  is  carried -forwards  along  the  angle  between  the  labium 
and  the  thigh  to  the  glands  in  the  groin,  and  often  in  this  courfe  there  are 
formed  fmall  buboes  in  the  abforbents,  fimilar  to  thofe  on  the  penis  in 
men  -,  and  when  the  effeds  of  the  poifon  do  not  reft  here,  it  often  produces 
a  bubo  in  the  groin  as  in  men. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER      III. 


OF  THE  INFLAMMATION  OF  BUBOES,  AND  THE 
MARKS  THAT  DISTINGUISH  THEM  FROM 
OTHER   SWELLINGS   OF   THE    GLANDS. 

THE  bubo  commonly  begins  with  a  fenfe  cf  pain,  which  leads  the  pa- 
tient to  examine  the  part,  where  a  Imall  hard  tumor  is  to  be  felt.* 
This  increafes  like  every  other  inflammation  that  has  a  tendency  to  fuppu- 
ration ;  and,  if  not  prevented,  goes  on  to  fuppuration  and  ulceration,  the 
matter  coming  faft  to  the  fkin. 

But  we  find  cafes,  where  they  are  flow  in  their  progrefs,  which  I  fufped: 
either  arifes  from  the  inflammatory  procefs  being  kept  back  by  mercury,  or 
other  means  ;  or  being  retarded  by  a  fcrofulous  tendency,  fuch  a  difpofition 
in  the  parts  not  fo  readily  admitting  the  true  venereal  adion. 

At  firft  the  inflammation  is  confined  to  the  gland,  which  is  moveable  ia 
the  cellular  membrane  ;  but  as  it  increafes  in  fize,  or  as  the  inflammation, 
and  more  efpecially  the  fuppuration,  advances,  which  in  all  cafes  produce 
rather  a  common  than  a  fpecific  effeft,  the  fpecific  diftance  is  exceeded ;  the 
furrounding  cellular  membrane  becomes  more  inflamed ;  and  the  tumor  is 
more  diffufed.  Some  buboes  become  erifypelatous,  by  which  means  they 
are'rendered  more  diflfufed  and  oedematous,  and  do  not  readily  fuppurate,  a 
circumftance  often  attending  the  eriiypelatous  inflammation. 

To  afcertain  what  a  difeafe  is,  is  the  firfl  flep  in  the  cure ;  and  when 
two  or  more  caufes  produce  fimilar  effedls,  great  attention  is  neceflary  Co 

*  It  muft  be  remarked  here,  that  whenever  a  perfon  has  either  a  gonorrhoea  or  a  chancre,  he* 
becomes  apprehenfive  of  a  bubo ;  and  as  there  are  in  the  gonorrhaea,  and  fometimes  in  the  chan- 
cre, fympathetic  fenfations  in  or  near  the  groin,  they  are  fufpeiRed  by  the  patient  to  be  beginning 
buboes,  and  the  hand  is  immediately  appHed  to  the  part ;  and  if  he  feels  one  of  the  glands,  ii. 
though  not  in  the  leaft  increafed,  the  fufpicions  are  confirmed  from  a  belief  that  he  has  no  (uc!i 
parts  naturally. 

M  m  diftinguifh 


266  OF    BUBO. 

diftingulfh  one  effcd:  from  another,  fo  as  to  come  at  the  true  caufe  of 
each. 

The  glands  of  the  groin,  from  their  fitnation,  are  liable  to  fufpicion,  for 
befides  being  fubjed:  to  the  common  difeafes,  they  become  expofed  to  others 
by  allowing  whattver  is  abforbed  to  pafs  through  them  ;  and  as  the  rout  of 
the  venereal  poifon  to  the  conftitution  is  principally  through  them,  and 
being  oftner  ill  from  this  caufe  than  any  other,  they  often  are  fufpe£led  of 
this  difeafe  without  foundation. 

To  diflinguifli,  with  certainty,  the  true  venereal  bubo  from  fwellings  of 
thofe  glands  arifmg  from  other  caufes,  may  be  very  difficult.  We  mufl, 
however,  examine  all  circumilances,  to  afcertain  in  what  the  bubo  differs 
from  the  common  difeafes  of  thofe  glands,  whether  in  the  groin  or  elfe- 
where ;  in  which  examination  the  apparent  caufes  are  not  to  be  neglecfled. 
I  have  already  given  the  chara<fler  of  the  venereal  bubo  in  general  terms  ; 
but  I  fliall  now  be  more  particular,  as  the  two  are  to  be  contrafted. 

The  true  venereal  bubo,  in  confequence  of  a  chancre,  is  moil  commonly 
confined  to  one  gland.  It  keeps  nearly  its  fpecific  diftance  till  fuppuration 
has  taken  place,  and  then  becomes  more  diffufed.*  It  is  rapid  in  its  pro- 
grefs  from  inflammation  to  fuppuration  and  ulceration.  The  fuppuration 
is  commonly  large  for  the  fize  of  the  gland,  and  but  one  abfcefs.  The 
pain  is  very  acute.  The  colour  of  the  fkin  where  the  inflammation  attacks 
is  of  a  florid  red. 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  the  buboes  in  confequence  of  the  firfl  mode  of 
abforption,  viz.  where  no  local  difeafe  has  been  produced,  will  always  be 
attended  with  a  greater  uncertainty  of  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  than  thofe 
attended  or  preceded  by  a  difeafe  in  the  penis  ;  becaufe  a  Ample  inflamma- 
tion and  fuppuration  of  thefe  glands  are  not  fufficient  to  mark  it  to  be  vene- 
real ;  but  as  we  always  have  this  difeafe  in  view  when  the  glands  of  the 
groin  are  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  the  patient  runs  but  little  rifle  of  not  being 
cured,  if  it  fhould  be  venereal ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  patients  have  often 
undergone  a  mercurial  courfe  when  there  has  been  no  occafion  for  it. 

*  It  may  be  obferved  here,  that  the  glands  and  furrounding  parts  being  diflimilar,  inflamma- 
tion does  not  fo  readily  become  difFufed  as  when  it  takes  place  in  a  common  part. 

It 
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Jt  will  perhaps  be  difficult  to  find  out  the  fpecific  difference  in  the  dif- 
eafes  themfelves ;  but  I  think  that  fuch  buboes  as  arife  without  any  vifible 
caufe  are  of  two  kinds,  one  fimilar  to  thofe  arifing  from  chancres  or  go- 
norrhoea i  that  is,  inflaming  and  fuppurating  brifkly.  Thefe  I  have  always 
fufpeded  to  be  venereal ;  for  although  there  is  no  proof  of  there  being  fo. 
yet  from  thefe  circumftances  there  is  a  ftrong  prefumption  that  they  are. 

The  fecond  are  generally  preceded  and  attended  with  flight  fever,  or  the 
common  fymptoms  of  a  cold,  and  they  are  generally  indolent  and  flow  in 
their  progrefs.  If  they  are  more  quick  than  ordinary,  they  become  more 
diffufed  than  the  venereal,  and  may  not  be  confined  to  one  gland.  When 
very  flow  they  give  but  little  fenfation ;  but  when  more  quick  the  fenfation 
is  more  acute,  though  not  fo  fliarp  as  in  thofe  that  are  venereal ;  and  moft 
commonly  they  do  not  fuppurate,  but  often  become  ftationary.  When 
they  do  fuppurate  it  is  flowly,  and  often  in  more  glands  than  one,  the 
inflammation  being  more  diffufed,  and  commonly  fmall  in  proportion  to 
the  fwelling.  The  matter  comes  flowly  to  the  fldn,  not  attended  with 
much  pain,  and  the  colour  is  different  from  that  of  the  other,  being  more 
of  the  purple.  Sometimes  the  fuppurations  are  very  confiderable,  but  not 
painful. 

Now  let  us  fee  what  other  caufes  there  are  for  the  fwellina:  of  thele 
glands  befides  venereal  infection,  to  which  I  have  afcribed  one  of  the  modes 
of  fwelling ;  for  there  mufl:  be  other  caufes  to  account  for  the  other  modes 
of  it. 

The  firfl:  thing  to  be  attended  to  is,  whether  or  not  there  are  any  venereal 
complaints  ;  and  if  not,  this  becomes  a  flrrong  prefumptive  proof  that  they 
may  not  be  venereal,  but  proceed  from  fome  unknown  caufe.  If  the  fuel- 
ling is  only  in  one  gland,  very  flow  in  its  progrefs,  and  gives  but  little  or 
no  pain,  it  is  probably  merely  fcrofulous ;  but  if  the  fwelling  is  confider- 
able, diffufed  and  attended  with  fome  inflammation  and  pain,  then  it  is 
moft  probable  that  there  is  a  conftitutional  aftion  con  filling  in  flight  fever, 
the  fymptoms  of  which  are  laffitude,  lofs  of  appetite,  want  of  fleep,  fmall 
quick  pulfe,  and  an  appearance  of  approaching  hedlic.  Such  fwellings  are 
flow  in  their  cure,  and  do  not  feem  to  be  affeded  by  mercury,  even  when 
very  early  applied. 

M  m  2  A  gentlema.a 
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A  gentleman  had  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  flight  fever ;  the  pulfe  a  little 
quick  and  hard,  lofs  of  appetite,  and  of  courfe  lofs  of  flefh ;  a  liflleffnefs 
and  a  Gallow  look.  While  he  was  in  this  flate,  a  fwelling  took  place  in 
the  glands  of  one  of  the  groins.  He  immediately  fent  for  me,  becaufe  he 
imagined  it  to  be  venereal.  From  the  hiflory  of  the  cafe  I  gave  it  as  my 
firm  opinion  it  was  not;  in  this  he  had  not  much  faith.  The  fwellings 
were  not  very  painful ;  and,  after  having  acquired  a  confiderable  fize,  they 
became  ftationary.  To  pleafe  him,  I  gave  him  a  box  of  mercurial  oint- 
ment, to  be  rubbed  on  the  leg  and  thigh  only  of  the  fide  affefted,  that  it 
might  have  a  fufficient  local  efFeft,  and  as  little  go  into  the  conftitution  as 
poffible ;  but  it  did  not  appear  to  be  of  any  fervice  to  the  fwellings  in  the 
groin,  they  remaining  ftationary,  and  almoft  without  pain.  His  friends 
became  uneafy,  and  fent  their  furgeons  to  him,  who,  without  knowing  he 
was  rny  patient,  and  of  courfe  without  knowing  my  opinion,  imagined  that 
the  difeafe  was  venereal,  and  talked  of  giving  mercury.  With  refped:  to 
the  cure,  I  thought  he  fhould  go  to  the  fea  and  bathe. 

Allowing  the  chance  of  the  difeafe  being  venereal  or  not  venereal,  to  be 
equal,  I  reafoned  upon  that  ground.  His  prefent  want  of  health  could  not 
he  fuppofed  to  arife  from  any  venereal  caufe,  as  it  was  prior  to  the  fwelling 
in  the  groin,  and  therefore  though  the  fwelling  might  be  venereal,  he  was 
not  at  prefent  in  a  condition  to  take  mercury,  as  a  fufficient  quantity  of  that 
medicine,  for  the  cure,  might  kill  him ;  and  if  it  fliould  not  be  venereal, 
that  flill  a  greater  quantity  of  mercury  muft  be  given  than  what  was  necef- 
fary  if  it  were  venereal ;  becaufe  its  not  giving  way  readily  would  naturally 
make  the  furgeon  pufh  the  mercury  further  ;  and,  befides  this  difagreeable 
circumftance,  the  difeafe  in  the  groin  might  be  rendered  more  difficult  of 
cure.  But  by  going  to  the  fea,  his  conftitution  would  be  reftored ;  and  if 
the  difeafe  in  the  groin  proved  to  be  venereal,  he  would  be  in  a  proper  con- 
dition to  go  through  a  mercurial  courfe,  and  by  that  means  get  rid  of  both 
difeafes  by  the  two  methods.  But  if  I  fhould  be  right  in  my  opinion,  that 
there  was  nothing  venereal  in  the  cafe,  then  he  would  probably  get  well 
by  the  fea-bathing  alone. 

Thefe  arguments  had  the  defired  efFed ;  he  went  diredlly  to  the  fea,  and 
began  to  recover  almoft  immediately.    About  a  fortnight  after,  a  fmall  fup- 
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puratlon  took  place  in  one  of  the  glands.  I  diredled  that  a  poultice  fhould 
be  made  with  fea- water  and  applied ;  and,  in  cafe  of  the  breaking  of  the 
abfcefs,  that  it  fhould  not  be  further  opened,  but  poulticed  till  healed.  In 
fix  weeks  he  came  back  perfeftly  recovered  in  every  refpeft. 

The  above-mentioned  appearance,  with  the  conftitutional  afFedlions,  I 
have  feen  take  place  when  there  were  chancres  j  and  I  have  been  puzzled  to 
determine  whether  it  was  fympathetic,  from  a  derangement  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  or  from  the  abforption  of  matter. 

I  have  long  fufpefted  a  mixed  cafe ;  and  I  am  now  certain  that  fuch  exLfts. 
I  have  leen  cafes,  where  the  venereal  matter,  like  a  cold  or  fever,  has  only 
irritated  the  glands  to  difeafe,  producing  in  them  fcrofula,  to  which  they 
were  predifpofed. 

In  fuch  cafes  the  fwellings  commonly  arife  flowly,  give  but  little  pain, 
and  feem  to  be  rather  haftened  in  their  progrefs  if  mercury  is  given  to  de- 
flroy  the  venereal  difpofition.  Some  come  to  fuppuration  while  under  this 
refolving  courfe  ;  and  others,  which  probably  had  a  venereal  taint  at  firft, 
become  fo  indolent  that  mercury  has  no  eifedl  upon  them,  and  in  the  end 
get  well  either  of  themfelves  or  by  other  means ;  which,  I  imagine,  may 
have  induced  fome  to  think  that  buboes  are  never  venereal.  Such  cafes  re- 
quire great  attention,  that  we  may  be  able  to  determine  them  properly  ;  and 
I  believe,  this  requires  in  many  cafes  fo  nice  a  judgment,  that  we  fhall  be 
often  liable  to  miftakes. 

Buboes  are  undoubtedly  local  complaints,  as  has  been  explained. 

How  far  the  lymphatic  glands  are  to  be  confidered  as  guards  againft  the 
further  progrefs  of  this  or  any  other  difeafe  caught  by  abforption,  is  not 
eaiily  determined.  We  muft  however  allow  that  they  cannot  prevent  the 
poifon  from  entering  the  conftitution,  in  cafes  where  it  produces  buboes  ; 
for  whenever  it  affefts  thefe  glands  in  its  courfe,  it  produces  the  fame  difeafe 
in  them  which  is  capable  of  furnilhing  the  conftitution  with  an  increafed 
quantity  of  the  fame  kind  of  poifon. 


CHAPTER 
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C  H  A  P  T  E  R   IV. 

GENERAL  REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  CURE  OF 

BUBOES. 

F"^ROM  what  has  been  offered  on  the  hlftory  of  buboes,  it  will  be  need- 
lefs  here  to  enter  into  a  difcuffion  of  the  opinion  of  their  being  a 
depofit  from  the  conftitution,  and  of  the  conclufion  drawn  from  this  opinion, 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  difperfedj  for  according  to  this  theory,  to  difperfe 
them  would  be  to  throw  the  venereal  matter  upon  the  conftitution.  But 
if  this  v/ere  really  the  cafe,  then  there  would  be  no  occafion  for  the  ufe  of 
mercury,  provided  that  the  bubo  be  allowed  to  proceed,  as  it  would  prove 
its  own  cure  ;  but  even  thofe  who  were  of  this  opinion,  were  not  fatisfied 
with  the  cure  which  they  fuppofed  Nature  had  pointed  out,  but  gave  mer- 
cury, and  in  very  large  quantities.  From  the  fame  hiftory  of  a  bubo  I  have 
alfo  endeavoured  to  fliow  that  there  are  feveral  buboes  which  are  not  in  the 
leaft  venereal,  but  fcrofulous ;  and  that  there  are  alfo  buboes  which  appear 
to  be  only  in  part  venereal ;  or  perhaps  only  a  gland  difpofed  to  fcrofula 
brought  into  aftion  by  the  venereal  irritation,  fimilar  to  what  happens  often 
from  the  matter  of  the  fmallpox  in  inoculation.  Therefore  prior  to  the 
fpeaking  of  the  method  of  cure,  the  true  venereal  bubo  is  to  .be  diftinguillied 
from  the  others,  if  poflible.  When  it  is  well  afcertained  to  be  venereal,  re- 
folution  is  certainly  to  be  attempted,  if  the  bubo  be  in  a  ftate  of  inflamma- 
tion only.  The  propriety  of  the  attempt  depends  upon  the  progrefs  which 
the  difeafe  has  made.  If  it  be  very  large,  and  fuppuration  appears  to  be 
near  at  hand,  it  is  probable  that  relolution  cannot  be  effeded ;  and  if  fup- 
puration has  taken  place,  I  fhould  very  much  doubt  the  probability  of  fuc- 
cefs,  and  an  attempt  might  now  poflibly  only  retard  the  fuppuration,  and 
protra<fl  the  cure. 

The  refolution  of  thefe  inflammations  depends  principally  upon  mercury, 
and  almoft  abfolutely  upon  the  quantity  that  can  be  made  to  pafs  through 

them ; 


OF    BUBO.  2rr 


them  ;  and  the  cure  of  them,  if  allowed  to  come  to  fuppuration,  depends 
upon  the  fame  circumftances.  The  quantity  of  mercury,  that  can  be  made 
to  pafs  through  a  bubo,  depends  principally  upon  the  quantity  of  external 
furface  for  abforption  beyond  the  bubo. 

Mercury  is  to  be  applied  in  the  mcft  advantageous  manner,  that  is,  to 
thofe  furfaces  by  an  abforption  from  which  it  may  pafs  through  the  difeafed 
gland :  for  the  difeafe  there  being  deftroyed,  the  conflitution  has  lefs  chance 
of  being  contaminated.  The  powers  of  mercury  may  often  be  increafed 
from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  applied.  In  the  cure  of  buboes,  it  Ihould 
always  be  made  to  pafs  into  the  conflitution  by  the  fame  way  through  which 
the  habit  received  the  poifon  j  and  therefore  to  effedl  this,  it  muft  be  applied 
to  the  mouths  of  thofe  lymphatics  which  pafs  through  the  difeafed  part, 
and  which  will  always  be  placed  on  a  furface  beyond  the  difeafe. 

But  the  lituation  of  many  buboes  is  fuch  as  not  to  have  much  furface 
beyond  them,  and  thereby  not  to  allow  of  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mercury 
being  taken  in  in  this  way ;  as  for  inftance,  thofe  buboes  on  the  body  of 
the  penis  arifing  from  chancres  on  the  glans  or  prepuce. 

Thefe  two  furfaces  are  not  fufficient  to  take  in  the  neceffary  quantity  to 
cure  thofe  buboes  in  its  paflage  through  them ;  therefore  whenever  the  firfh 
fymptoms  of  a  bubo  appear,  its  fituation  is  well  to  be  confidered,  with  a 
view  to  determine  if  there  be  a  fufficient  furface  to  effedl  a  cure,  without 
our  having  recourfe  to  other  means.  It  is  firft  to  be  obferved,  \\hether  the 
abforbent  vefTels,  on  the  body  of  the  penis,  are  affedled,  or  the  glands  in 
the  groin.  If  the  difeafe  be  in  the  groin,  it  muft  be  obferved  in  which  of 
the  three  fituations  of  the  bubo,  before  taken  notice  of,  it  is ;  whether  on 
the  upper  part  of  the  thigh  and  groin,  on  the  lower  part  of  the  belly  be- 
fore Poupart's  ligament,  or  near  to  the  pubes.  If  they  are  on  the  body  of 
the  penis,  this  fhows  that  the  ablorbents,  leading  directly  from  the  furface 
of  abforption,  are  themfelves  difeafed.  If  in  the  groin,  and  on  the  upper 
part  of  the  thigh,  or  perhaps  a  little  lower  down  than  what  is  commonly 
called  the  groin,  then  we  may  fuppofe  it  is  in  the  glands  common  to  the 
penis  and  thigh.  If  high  up,  or  on  the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  before  Pou- 
part's ligament,  then  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  tljofe  abforbents,  that  arife 
from  about  the  groin,  lower  part  of  the  belly,  and  pubes,   pafs   through 
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the  hubo  ;  and  if  far  forwards,  then  it  is  mofl:  probable  that  only  the  ab- 
forbents  of  the  penis  and  fkin  about  the  pubcs,  pafs  that  way.  The  know- 
ledge of  thefe  fituations  is  very  neceflary  for  the  application  of  mercury  for 
the  cure  by  refolution,  and  for  the  cure  after  fuppuration  has  taken  place. 

The  propriety  of  tliis  praftice  muft  appear  at  once,  when  we  conlider  tliat 
the  medicine  cannot  pafs  to  the  common  circulation  without  going  through 
the  difeafed  parts  ;  and  it  mufl  promote  the  cure  in  its  paffage  through 
them  ;  while  at  the  fame  time  it  prevents  the  matter,  which  has  already 
pafied,  and  is  flill  continuing  to  pafs  into  the  conflitution  from  ading  there, 
fo  that  the  bubo  is  cured  and  the  conflitution  preferved. 

But  this  pradice  alone  is  not  always  fufficient ;  there  arc  many  cafes  iir 
which  mercury  by  itfelf  cannot  cure.  Mercury  can  only  cure  the  Ipecific 
difpofition  of  the  inflammation  ;  and  we  know  that  this  difeafe  is  often  at- 
tended with  other  kinds  of  inflammation  befides  the  venereal. 

Sometimes  the  common  inflammation  is  carried  to  a  great  height,  at 
other  times  the  inflammation  is  erifypelatous,  and,  I  fuipedt,  often  fcrofu- 
lous.     We  muft,  therefore,  have  recourfe  to  other  methods. 

Where  the  inflammation  rifes  very  high,  bleeding,  purging,  and  foment- 
ing, are  generally  recommended.  Thefe  will  certainly  leflen  the  acSlive 
power  of  the  vefl"els,  and  render  the  inflammation  more  languid  ;  but  they 
can  never  lefl*en  the  fpecific  effefts  of  this  poifon,  which  were  the  firft 
caufe,  and  are  ftill  in  fome  degree  the  fupport  of  the  inflammation.  Their 
effeds  are  only  fecondary ;  and  if  they  reduce  the  inflammation  within  the 
bounds  of  the  fpecific,  it  is  all  the  fervice  they  can  perform.  If  the  inflam- 
mation be  of  the  erifypelatous  kind,  perhaps  bark  is  the  heft  medicine  that 
can  be  given  j  or  if  it  be  fufpefted  to  be  fcrofulous,  hemlock,  and  poulti- 
ces made  with  fea-water  may  be  of  fervice. 

Vomits  have  been  of  fervice  in  refolving  buboes,  even  after  matter  has 
been  formed  in  them,  and  after  they  have  been  nearly  ready  to  burft ;  this 
adls  upon  the  principle  of  one  irritation  deftroying  another ;  and  ficknefs 
and  the  adt  of  vomiting  perhaps  give  a  difpofition  for  abforption.  A  re- 
markable inftance  of  this  kind  happened  in  an  officer,  who  had  a  bubo,  at 
Lifbon.  It  came  to  fair  fuppuration,  and  was  almoft  ready  to  buril.  The 
Ikin  was  thin  and  inflamed;  and  a  plain  fluduation  felt.     I  intended  to 
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open  It ;  but  as  he  was  going  on  board  a  fhip  for  England  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing, I  thought  it  better  to  defer  it.  When  he  went  on  board,  he  fet  fail 
immediately ;  and  the  wind  blew  fo  very  hard  that  nothing  could  be  done 
for  fome  days,  all  which  time  he  was  very  fick,  and  vomited  a  good  deal ; . 
when  the  ficknefs  went  off,  he  found  the  bubo  had  difappeared,  and  it  never 
afterwards  appeared.  When  he  came  to  England,  he  went  through  a  re- 
gular courfe  of  mercury. 


I.     OF  RESOLUTION  OF  THE  INFLAMMATION  OF  THE 
ABSORBENTS  ON  THE  PENIS. 

The  furface  beyond  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  in  this  cafe,  that  is  all  that 
part  of  the  penis  before  the  bubo,  is  not  large  enough  to  take  in  a  quantity 
of  mercury  fufficient  to  prevent  the  effedls  of  abforption,  and  therefore  re- 
courfe  is  to  be  had  to  other  means ;  yet  this  application  fliould  by  no  means 
be  negledled,  and  this  furface,  fmall  as  it  is,  fliould  be  conftantly  covered 
with  mercurial  ointment,  which  will  aflift  in  the  cure  of  the  local  difeafe. 
It  may  difputed  whether  any  medicine  can  pafs  through  difeafed  lympha- 
tics, fo  as  to  have  any  eiTedl  upon  them,  but  I  judge  from  experience  that 
it  certainly  can.  As  this  furface  is  too  fmall,  and  as  it  is  necelfary  that 
a  larger  quantity  fhould  be  taken  in,  it  becomes  proper  to  give  it  either  by 
the  mouth,  or  by  friftion  on  fome  larger  furface  ;  tliis  is  neceffary  to  pre- 
vent the  lues  venerea,  as  well  as  to  cure  the  parts  themfelves.  The  quan- 
tity cannot  be  determined  ;  that  muil  be  left  to  the  furgeon,  who  muft  be 
directed  by  the  appearances  of  the  original  complaint,  and  the  readinefs 
with  which  the  difeafe  gives  way. 

The  fame  method  is  to  be  followed  in  women ;  but  as  tJiere  is  a  larger 
furface  in  this  fex,  more  mercury  may  poflibly  be  abforbed;  and  there  ihould 
be  a  conllant  application  of  ointment  to  the  infide,  and  outlide  of  the  labia. 
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II.     OF  THE  RESOLUTION  OF  BUBOES  IN  THE  GROIN. 

The  inflammation  of  the  glands  Is  to  be  treated  exaftly  upon  the  fame 
principle  with  the  other  j  but  we  have  in  general  a  larger  furfuce  of  abforp- 
tion,  fo  that  we  can  make  a  greater  quantity  of  mercury  pafs  through  the 
difeafed  parts. 

It  will  be  proper  to  apply  the  mercury  according  to  the  fituation  of  the 
Inflamed  gland.  If  the  bubo  be  in  the  groin,  according  to  our  firfl:  litua- 
tion,  then  it  is  necellary  to  rub  the  mercurial  ointment  upon  the  tlifgh. 
This  furface  will  in  general  abforb  as  much  mercury  as  will  be  fufficient  to 
refolve  the  bubo,  and  to  preferve  the  conftitution  from  being  contaminated  by 
the  poiibn  that  may  get  into  it ;  but  if  refolution  does  not  readily  take  place, 
then  we  may  increafe  the  furface  of  friftion,  by  rubbing  the  ointment  upon 
the  leg. 

But  if  the  bubo  be  on  the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  that  is,  in  the  fecond 
fituation,  then  the  ointment  fhould  be  rubbed  alfo  upon  the  penis,  fcrotum, 
and  belly;  and  the  fame,  if  the  bubo  fhould  be  ftill  forwards;  for  prob- 
ably thofe  glands  receive  the  lymphatics  from  all  the  furfaces  mentioned, 
as  well  as  from  the  thigh  and  leg. 

The  length  of  time  for  continuing  the  fridlions  muft  be  determined  by 
circumftances.  If  the  bubo  gives  way,  they  mufl  be  continued  till  it  has 
entirely  fubfided,  and  perhaps  longer,  on  account  of  the  caufe  of  it,  a  chan- 
cre, which  may  not  yield  fo  foon  as  the  bubo.  If  it  ilill  goes  on  to  fup- 
puration,  the  fridtions  may,  or  may  not  be  continued ;  for  I  do  not  know 
for  certain  if  any  thing  is  to  be  gained  by  their  continuance  in  this  ftate. 

The  quantity,  here  recommended,  may  aff^edt  the  mouth ;  and  this  efFeft 
muft  alfo  be  regulated  according  to  circumflances. 
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III.     OF  THE  RESOLUTION  OF  BUBOES  IN  WOMEN. 

When  treating  on  the  feat  of  buboes  in  women,  I  obferved  that  two 
fituations  were  peculiar  to  them,  the  others  limilar  to  thofe  in  men. 

In  the  firft  and  fecond  fituations,  efpecially  the  firft,  the  furface  of  ab- 
forption,  beyond  the  bubo,  is  by  much  too  fm.all  to  be  depended  upon  for 
receiving  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mercury  to  produce  refolution  ;  but  in  the 
fecond,  that  is,  between  the  labia  and  thigh,  the  mercury  may  be  rubbed  in 
all  about  the  anus  and  buttock,  as  all  the  abforbents  of  thofe  parts  proba- 
bly pafs  that  way ;  we  know  at  leafl  that  they  do  not  pafs  into  the  pelvis 
by  the  anus,  but  go  by  the  groin.  Other  means  of  introducing  mercury 
muft  be  recurred  to,  as  is  recommended  in  the  cafe  of  men  ;  but  ftill  it 
will  be  proper  to  rub  in  on  thefe  furfaces  as  much  as  poffible. 

In  the  fituations  common  to  both  fexes,  we  have  a  larger  field ;  yet  as 
they  are  divifible  into  three,  the  fame  obfervations  hold  good,  and  a  fimilar 
mode  of  practice  is  to  be  followed  in  women  as  in  men. 


IV.     OF  BUBOES  IN  OTHER  PARTS. 

As  venereal  buboes  arife  from  other  modes  of  application  of  the  poifon 
befides  coition,  they  are  to  be  found  in  different  parts  of  the  body;  but  more 
frequently  in  the  hands.  They  arife  in  the  arm-pit  from  wounds  in  the 
hands  or  fingers  being  contaminated  by  venereal  matter,  and  reduced  to  a 
chancre.  In  fuch  cafes  it  becomes  necelTary  that  the  ointment  iliould  be 
rubbed  on  the  arm  and  fore-arm ;  but  this  furface  may  not  be  fufficient, 
therefore  we  muft  apply  it  in  another  way,  or  to  other  parts,  to  produce  its 
effeds  upon  the  conftitution. 

I  have  feen  a  true  venereal  chancre,  on  the  middle  of  the  lower  lip,  pro- 
duce a  bubo  on  each  fide  of  the  neck  under  the  lower  jaw,  juft  upon  the 
maxillary  gland.  By  applying  ftrong  mercurial  ointment  to  the  under  lip, 
chin,  and  fwellings,  they  have  been  refolved. 
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V.     OF  THE  QUANTITY  OF  MERCURY  NECESSARY  FOR 
THE  RESOLUTION  OF  A  BUBO. 

The  quantity  of  mercury,  necefTiiry  for  the  refolution  of  a  bubo,  mufl  be 
proportioned  to  the  obftinacy  of  the  bubo  ;  but  care  muft  be  taken  to  flop 
fhort  of  certain  efteils  upon  the  conftitution.  If  it  be  in  the  firil  fituation, 
and  yicjds  readily  to  the  ufe  of  half  a  dram  of  mercurial  ointment,  made  of 
equal  parts  of  quickfilver  and  hogs-lard,  every  night,  and  the  mouth  does 
not  become  fore,  or  at  moft  only  tender,  then  it  will  be  fufficient  to  purfue 
this  courfe  till  the  gland  is  reduced  to  its  natural  fize  ;  and  this  probably 
will  be  a  good  fecurity  for  the  conftitution,  provided  that  the  chancre,  which 
may  have  been  the  caufe  of  the  bubo,  heals  at  the  fame  time.  If  the  mouth 
is  not  affedled  in  fix  or  eight  days,  and  the  gland  does  not  readily  refolve, 
then  two  fcruples,  or  a  dram,  may  be  applied  every  night ;  and  if  there  be 
no  amendment,  then  more  muft  be  rubbed  in  j  in  ihort,  if  the  redudlion  is 
obftinate,  the  mercury  muft  be  puilied  as  fxr  as  can  be  done  without  a  fali- 
vation. 

If  there  be  a  bubo  on  each  fide,  then  tliere  cannot  be  fo  much  mercury 
applied  locally  to  each  ;  for  the  conftitution  moft  probably  could  not  bear 
double  the  quantity  which  is  neceflary  for  the  refolution  of  one.  But  in 
fuch  cafes  we  muft  not  fo  much  attend  to  the  forenefs  of  the  mouth  as  when 
there  is  but  one  ;  however,  we  muft  allow  the  buboes  to  go  on  to  fuppura- 
tion,  rather  than  affedl  the  conftitution,  too  much  by  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury ;  and  therefore  when  there  are  two  buboes,  they  are  more  likely  to 
fuppurate  then  where  there  is  only  one. 

In  the  fecond  and  third  fttuation  of  buboes,  if  we  find  that  moft  probably 
a  fulhcient  quantity  of  mercury  does  not  pafs  through  them  for  their  refo- 
lution, it  may  be  continued  to  be  thrown  in  by  the  leg  and  thigh  to  aS: 
upon  the  conftitution,  as  has  been  already  obferved.  The  quantity  admitted 
in  this  way  muft  be  greater  than  what  would  be  neceflary  if  the  whole 
could  be  made  to  pafs  through  the  bubo.  The  mouth  muft  be  afFedted, 
and  that  in  proportion  to  the  ftate  and  progrefs  of  the  bubov 
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This  method  of  refolving  buboes  occurred  to  me  at  Bellifle,  in  the  year 
1 76 1,  where  I  had  good  opportunities  of  trying  it  upon  the  foldiers  •  and  I 
can  fay  with  truth,  that  only  three  buboes  have  fuppurated  under  my  care 
fince  that  time,  and  two  of  thefe  were  in  one  perfon,  where  a  fmall  quan- 
tity of  mercury  had  confiderable  effects  on  the  conftitution,  and  therefore  a 
fufficient  quantity  could  not  be  fent  through  the  two  groins  for  their  refo- 
lution  i  but  in  both  cafes  the  fuppurations  were  fmall  in  comparifon  to  what 
they  threatened  to  be. 

Many  buboes,  after  every  attempt,  remain  fwelled  without  either  com- 
ing to  refolution  or  fuppuration,  but  rather  become  hard  and  fcirrhous. 
Such,  I  apprehend,  were  either  fcrofulous  at  firft,  or  became  fo  when  the 
venereal  difpofition  was  removed.  The  cure  of  them  fhould  be  attempted 
by  hemlock,  fea-water  poultices,  and  fea-bathing,  as  will  be  farther  taken 
notice  of. 


VL     OF  THE  TREx\TMENT  OF  BUBOES  WHEN  THEY 

SUPPURATE. 

After  every  known  method  has  been  ufed,  buboes  cannot  in  all  cafes 
be  relblved,  but  come  to  fuppuration.  They  then  become  more  an  object 
of  furgery,  and  are  to  be  treated  in  fome  refpeds  like  any  other  abfcefs.  If 
it  be  thought  proper  to  open  a  bubo,  it  fhould  be  allowed  to  go  on  thinning 
the  parts  as  much  as  poffible.  The  great  advantage  arifmg  from  this  is, 
that  thefe  parts  having  become  very  thin,  lofe  the  difpofition  to  heal,  which 
gives  the  bottom  of  the  abfcefs  a  better  chance  of  healing  along  with  the 
fuperficial  parts ;  by  this  means  too,  a  large  opening  is  avoided,  and  the 
different  modes  made  ufe  of  for  keeping  the  (kin  from  healing,  till  the  bot- 
tom is  healed,  become  unneceffary. 

It  may  admit  of  diipute,  whether  the  application  of  mercury  fhould  be 
continued  or  not  through  the  whole  fuppuration.     I  fhould  be  inclined  to 
continue  it,  but  in  a  finaller  quantity  ;  for  although  the  parts  cannot  let 
about  a  cure  till  opened,  yet  I  do  imagine  that  they  may  be  better  dilpofed  ' 
to  iti  and  I  think  that  I  have  feen  cafes  where  fuppuration  has  taken  place 
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although  under  the  above-mentioned  pradlice,  that  were  very  large  in  their 
inflammation,  but  very  fmall  in  their  fuppuration,  which  I  imputed  to  the 
patient's  having  taken  mercury  in  the  before-mentioned  way,  both  before 
and  while  fuppuration  was  going  on. 

It  has  been  difputed  more  in  this  kind  of  abfcefs  than  in  others,  whether 
it  fiiould  be  opened  or  allowed  to  burfh  of  itfelf ;  and  likevvile  whether  the 
,  opening  fliould  be  made  by  incifion  or  caufli  -. 

There  appears  to  be  nothing  in  a  venereal  abfcefs  different  from  any 
other  to  recommend  one  pradtice  more  than  another.  The  furgeon  fhould 
in  fome  degree  be  guided  by  the  patient.  Some  patients  are  afraid  of 
cauilics,  others  have  a  horror  of  cutting  inftruments ;  but  when  it  is  left 
wholly  to  the  furgeon,  and  the  bubo  is  but  fmall,  I  fuppofe,  a  flit  with  a 
lancet  will  be  fufficient ;  in  this  way  no  flcin  is  lofl.  But  when  a  bubo  is 
very  large,  in  which  cafe  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  loofe  fkin,  perhaps 
the  cauftic  will  anfwer  better,  both  on  account  of  its  deflroying  fome  flcin, 
and  becaufe  the  deflrudlion  is  attended  with  lefs  inflammation  than  what 
attends  incifion.  If  done  by  a  cauftic,  the  lapis  fepticus  is  the  beft;*  but 
it  is  not  neceflTary  to  open  every  bubo,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  difficult  to 
point  out  thofe  where  opening  would  be  of  fervice  or  neceflary. 

The  bubo  is  to  be  drefl"ed  afterwards  according  to  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
eafc,  which,  I  have  already  obferved,  is  often  fo  complicated  as  to  baffle  all 
our  Ikill.  The  conftitution  at  the  fame  time  is  to  be  attacked  with  mer- 
cury, either  by  applying  it  internally  or  externally ;  if  externally,  it  fliould 
be  applied  to  tliat  fide,  and  beyond  where  the  bubo  is,  as  I  before  directed 
in  treating  of  the  refolution  of  buboes ;  for  it  may  have  fome  influence  on 
the  difeafe  in  its  pafling  through  the  part- 
Mercury,  in  thefe  cafes,  anfwers  two  purpofes ;  it  aflifts  the  external 
applications  to  cure  the  buboes,  and  it  prevents  the  effects  of  the  conftant 
abforption  of  the  venereal  matter  from  the  fore. 

*  I  once  opened  two  buboes  in  the  fame  perfon,  one  immediately  after  the  other.  The  firft 
was  with  the  lapis  infernalis,  which  gave  him  coniiderable  pain,  and  therefore  he  would  have 
the  other  opened  with  a  lancet,  as  the  pain  would  only  be  momentary.  But  it  was  great,  and 
the  forenefs  continued  long,  while  there  was  no  pain  in  the  other,  deadened  by  the  cauftic,  after 
it  had  done  its  bufmefs. 

How 
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How  far  it  is  necelTary  to  purfue  the  mercurial  courfe  with  a  view  to 
prevention,  it  is  not  poflible  to  determine,  but  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  it 
is  neceflary  to  give  the  fame  quantity  to  prevent  a  difeafe  that  would  cure 
one  that  has  already  taken  place.  It  will  be  neceilary  to  continue  the  courfe 
till  the  bubo  is  healed,  or  till  it  has  for  fome  time  loft  its  venereal  appear- 
ance J  but  it  may  be  difficult  to  afcertain  this  laft  faft ;  therefore  we  muft 
have  recourfe  to  experience,  not  theory,  and  continue  the  courfe  in  general 
till  the  whole  is  healed,  and  even  longer,  efpecially  if  the  bubo  heals  very 
readily  j  for  we  find  in  many  cafes  that  the  conftitution  fhall  be  ftill  tainted 
after  all ;  however,  fome  reftridtions  are  here  neceffa.ry ;  for  I  have  already 
obferved,  that  it  often  happens,  that  buboes  aflume  other  difpofitions  be- 
fides  the  venereal,  which  mercury  cannot  cure,  but  will  even  make  v/orfe. 
It  is  therefore  very  necefiary  to  afcertaia  the  diftindion;  which  will  be 
taken  notice  of.  "  ' 
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CHAPTER      V. 
OF  SOME  OF  THE  CONSEQUENCES  OF  BUBOES. 

I  Formerly  obferved,  that  the  venereal  difeafe  is  capable  of  bringing  latent 
difpolitions  or  fufceptibllities  into  adlion.  This  is  remarkably  the  cafe 
with  buboes ;  and  I  believe  the  difpofition  is  more  of  the  fcrofulous  kind 
than  any  other.  Whether  this  arifes  from  the  buboes  being  formed  in 
lymphatic  glands,  or  not,  is  probably  not  eafily  determined. 

It  fometimes  happens,  that  thefe  fores,  when  lofmg,  or  entirely  deprived 
of  the  venereal  difpofition,  form  into  a  fore  of  another  kind,  and  moft  prob- 
ably of  various  kinds.  How  far  it  is  a  difeafe  arifing  from  a  venereal  taint, 
and  the  effefts  of  a  mercurial  courfe  jointly,  is  not  certain;  but  moft  prob- 
ably thefe  two  have  fome  fhare  in  forming  the  difeafe.  If  this  idea  of  it 
were  juil,  it  would  become  a  fpecific  difeafe  and  be  reducible  to  one  method 
of  cure  i  but  I  fhould  fufpeit  that  either  the  conftitution  or  the  part  hath 
fome,  if  not  the  principal,  fhare  in  it ;  that  is,  the  parts  fall  into  a  pecu- 
liar difeafe  independent  of  the  conftitutional  difeafe  or  method  of  cure ;  for 
if  it  arofe  out  of  the  two  firfl:  entirely,  we  might  expedl  to  meet  with  it 
oftner.  So  far  as  the  conftitution  or  the  part  has  a  fhare  in  forming  this 
difeafe,  it  becomes  more  uncertain  what  the  difeafe  is,  becaufe  it  mufl  in 
fome  degree  partake  of  the  conflitution  or  nature  of  the  part. 

Such  difeafes  make  the  cure  of  the  venereal  affedtion  much  more  uncer- 
tain, becaufe  when  the  fore  becomes  flationary,  or  the  mercury  begins  to 
difagree,  we  are  ready  to  fufpeft,  that  the  virus  is  gone  ;  but  this  is  not 
always  the  cafe ;  the  virus  is  perhaps  only  lefs  powerful  than  the  new  formed 
difeafe,  and  as  it  were  lies  dormant,  or  ceafes  to  adl,  and  when  the  other 
becomes  weaker,  the  venerea]  influence  begins  to  fhow  itfelf  again. 

The  proper  treatment,  in  fuch  cafes,  is  to  attack  the  predominant  dif- 
eafe ;  but  flill  the  difficulty  is  to  find  out  the  difeafe,  and  to  know  when 

it 
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it  is  or  is  not  venereal.     The  following  cafe  explains  this  difficulty  very 
well. 

A  gentleman  had  a  very  large  venereal  bubo,  which  was  opened.  He 
took  a  great  deal  of  mercury  for  about  two  months,  but,  I  fufpeft,  not  ia 
fufficient  dofes,  which  produced  a  mercurial  habit.  The  bubo  had  no  dif- 
pofition  to  heal,  and  I  was  confulted.  From  the  account  he  gave  me,  I 
fufpecfted  that  he  had  then  too  much  of  a  mercurial  habit  to  receive  at  this 
time  any  further  good  from  that  medicine.  I  therefore  advifed  him  to  ufe 
a  good  nourifhing  diet  for  near  a  month  ;  after  that  I  put  him  upon  a 
brifk  mercurial  courfe  by  friction ;  and  the  parts  put  on  a  better  appearance. 
This  courfe  he  continued  for  near  two  months,  and  then  the  fore,  although 
much  mended,  began  to  be  ftationary.  I  did  now  conceive  that  the  vene- 
real aiftion  was  deftroyed,  and  therefore  immediately  left  off  the  mercurial 
courfe  and  put  him  upon  a  milk  diet,  and  fent  him  into  the  countr}^  But 
not  gaining  much  ground,  he  had  a  ftrong  decodion  of  the  farfaparilla 
with  mezereon  given  him,  which,  although  continued  for  above  a  month, 
produced  little  or  no  effe6t.  I  alfo  gave  him  the  cicuta  as  much  as  he 
could  bear,  with  the  bark  almoft  the  whole  time,  without  eifedl :  new 
finufes  formed,  which  were  opened,  and  the  fore  became  extremely  irritable, 
with  thickened  lips.  The  drefiings  were  poultices  made  with  the  juice  of 
hemlock,  fea-water,  opium,  and  a  gentle  folution  of  lunar  cauftic ;  but 
nothing  feemed  to  affedl  it.  I  fufpedted  fcrofula,  and  therefore  propofed  he 
fliould  bathe  in  the  fea  ;  but  this  then  could  not  be  done.  Thefe  different 
treatments,  after  mercury  had  been  left  off,  took  up  about  four  months 
without  the  leaft  benefit.  Being  doubtful  whether  there  might  not  be  ftill 
fomething  venereal  in  the  fore,  efpecially  as  appearances  were  growing  worle, 
and  it  was  now  four  months  fmce  he  had  taken  any  mercury,  I  was  in- 
clined to  try  it  once  more,  and  fent  him  two  portions  of  ointment,  half  an 
ounce  each,  to  rub  in  in  two  nights.  He  had  caught  a  little  cold,  and 
therefore  did  not  rub  in  the  mercury  the  two  evenings  as  ordered;  and 
called  upon  me  the  third  day  and  told  me  he  was  much  better ;  the  fore 
now  became  eafy  ;  the  watery  or  tranfparent  inflammation  began  to  fubfide; 
the  lips  became  flatter  and  thinner;  and  the  edges  of  the  fore  began  to  heal. 
I  then  defired  him  not  to  rub  in  tlie  ointment,  but  wait  a  little.     In  eight 
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or  ten  days  the  fot'e  had  contiadled  to  three  quarters  of  its  former  fize,  and 
had  all  the  appearance  of  a  healing  fore. 

Qucre  :  What  conclufions  fl:iould  be  drawn  from  this  cafe  ?  I  think  the 
following;  that  the  virus  may  be  gone,  althougli  the  fore  may  have  no 
difpofition  to  heal :  therefore  we  are  not  to  look  upon  the  not  healing  of  a 
bubo  as  a  fign  of  the  prefence  of  the  original  difeafe.  Secondly  ;  that  tlie 
farfaparilla,  mezereon,  cicuta,  and  the  bark,  will  not  fucceed-  in  all  fuch 
cafes  ;  and  thirdly,  that  fome  of  thefe  difeafes  are  capable  of  wearing  out 
the  unhealthy  difpofition  of  themfelves,  and  that  we  fliould  not  be  too  ready 
to  attribute  cures  to  our  treatment ;  for  if  the  mercury  had  been  rubbed  in, 
and  the  fame  effects  had  flill  taken  place,  I  fhould  then  have  certainly  pur- 
fued  the  mercury  with  vigor,  and  attributed  the  cure  to  it ;  but  I  fhould 
not  have  refled  here  :  I  fliould  have  related  the  cafe,  as  an  inftance  of  the 
difeafe  continuing  after  repeated  courfes  of  mercury,  and  fhould  have  con- 
tended that  it  is  neceffary  in  fuch  cafes,  where  the  mercury  appears  to  lofe 
its  power,  and  even  do  harm,  to  wait,  and  feafon  the  conftitution  to  ftrength, 
and  the  lofs  of  the  mercurial  habit ;  and  that  even  four  months  are  fome- 
times  necelTary  for  this  purpofe ;  after  which  we  muil  begin  again  to  give 
mercury. 

A  gentleman  had  a  common  gonorrhoea,  which  was  fevere.  I  gave  him 
an  injection  of  a  grain  of  corrofive  fublimate  in  eight  ounces  of  water,  with 
a  few  mercurial  pills.  After  having  continued  the  injedlion  for  ten,  or 
twelve  days,  without  any  vilible  benefit,  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  it 
would  be  of  no  fervice  to  continue  it  any  longer  j  and  therefore  defired  he 
would  be  quiet  for  a  little  time.  About  this  time  a  fwelling  in  each  groin 
took  place,  and  fuppofing  them  to  be  venereal,  I  ordered  mercurial  oint- 
ment to  be  rubbed  into  both  the  legs  and  thighs  to  refolve  them  if  poffible. 
He  appeared  to  be  lefs  uneafy  about  the  buboes  than  he  was  about  the  go- 
norrhcea  ;  but  I  told  him  that  the  cure  of  that  complaint  would  be  infenfi- 
bly  involved  in  the  refolution  of  the  buboes.  I  fpoke  too  confidently  of 
my  power,  with  refpeil  to  the  refolution  of  the  buboes,  for  they  both  fup- 
purated ;  although  the  fuppuration  was  fmall  in  comparifon  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  buboes  when  they  firft  inflamed.     The  frivlcions  were  left  oft. 

V/hile 
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While  we  were  attempting  to  reiblve  the  buboes,  he  got  well  of  the  go- 
norrhoea. The  {kin,  covering  the  buboes,  became  thin ;  they  were  both 
opened,  one  with  a  cauflic,  the  other  with  a  lancet ;  he  then  was  ordered 
to  rub  in  mercury  again  on  the  thighs  and  legs  for  their  cure.  They  began 
foon  to  look  well,  and  to  clofe  fail,  but  when  about  half  healed  they  be- 
came ftationar}'.  I  fufpeded  that  a  new  difeafe  was  forming.  On  contin- 
uing the  fridions  a  little  longer,  they  began  to  inflame  and  fwell  anew,  and 
a  fuppuration  took  place  about  half  an  inch  above  each  of  the  firil  fuppu- 
rations,  which  broke  into  the  firfl.  I  left  off  the  mercury  immediately 
upon  their  inflaming,  and  faid  that  now  a  new  difeafe  had  formed.  I  or- 
dered poultices  made  with  fea-water  to  be  applied,  and  alfo  a  deco6lion  of 
farfaparilla  to  be  taken  ;  but  this  appeared  not  to  be  fufficient  for  the  cure 
of  this  new  difeafe.  I  then  ordered  him  to  go  into  the  tepid  fea-bath  every 
evening,  the  heat  of  the  water  to  be  about  ninety  degrees.  By  the  time  he 
had  been  in  the  bath  four  times,  the  inflammation  and  fwelling  had  very 
much  abated,  and  the  firft  fores,  or  original  buboes,  were  beginning  to  heal. 
He  went  on  with  the  bathing  every  evening  for  about  three  weeks,  when 
the  fores  rather  began  to  look  worfe ;  I  then  fufpefted  that  the  venereal  dif- 
pofition  was  become  predominent ;  and  I  ordered  the  fridtion  as  before.  In 
about  a  fortnight  the  firft  buboes  healed,  but  the  fecond  fuppurations  were 
not  yet  healed  ;  then  I  fuppofed  it  to  be  entirely  the  new  formed  difeafe,  and 
he  went  into  the  country,  where  I  defired  he  might  go  into  the  open  fea 
every  day,  as  he  then  could  have  an  opportunity,  which  he  did,  and  got 
perfedly  well,  and  has  continued  fo. 

This  cafe  plainly  fliows  that  there  was  another  difpofition  formed  befides 
the  venereal,  which  was  put  into  aftion  by  the  venereal  irritation. 

I  have  feen  fome  buboes  mofl:  exceedingly  painful  and  tender  to  almoft 
every  thing  that  touched  them,  and  the  more  mild  that  the  dreflings  were, 
the  more  painful  the  parts  became. 

In  fome  the  iTcin  feems  only  to  admit  the  difeafe ;  ulceration  going  on  in 
the  furrounding  ikin,  while  a  new  Ikin  forms  in  the  centre,  and  keeps  pace 
with  the  ulceration,  forming  an  irregular  fore  like  a  wormeaten  groove  all 
round.  This,  like  the  erifypelatous  inflammation,  as  alfo  fome  others,  ap- 
pears to  have  only  the  power  of  contaminating  the  parts  that  have  not  yet 
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come  Into  adtlon ;  and  thofe  that  have  already  taken  It  feem  to  lofe  the  dif- 
eafed  difpolition,  and  lieal  readily. 

In  Ibme  they  Ipread  to  an  amazing  extent,  as  the  following  cafe  lliovvs, 
the  circumftances  of  which  are  very  remarkable. 

A  young  gentleman,  aged  eighteen  years,  in  confequence  of  a  venereal 
infeftion,  had  two  buboes,  which  were  both  opened.  They  were  treated 
in  tlie  ufual  manner,  and  at  firfl-  put  on  a  favourable  appearance ;  but,  when 
they  were  nearly  healed,  they  began  to  ulcerate  at  their  edges,  and  fpread  in 
all  direcTtions,  rifmg  above  the  pubes  almoft  to  the  navel,  and  defcending 
upon  each  thigh.  His  nights  became  relllefs,  and  his  general  health  was 
affecled.  A  great  variety  of  medicines  were  tried,  particularly  mercury  in 
different  forms,  with  little  or  no  effecft.  Extract  of  hemlock  did  more  good 
than  any  thing  elle,  and  was  taken  in  unufual  quantities.  An  ounce  was 
fwallowed  in  the  courfe  of  t'le  day  for  ibme  time,  which  was  afterwards  in- 
creafed  to  an  ounce  and  an  half,  two  ounces,  and  even  two  ounces  and  an 
half.  It  produced  indiftindl  vifion  and  blindnefs,  lofs  of  the  voice,  flilling 
of  the  lower  jaw,  a  temporaiy  palfy  of  the  extremities,  and  once  or  twice  a 
lofs  of  fenfation ;  and  notwithftanding  he  was  almoft  every  night  in  a  ftate, 
as  it  were,  of  complete  intoxication  from  the  hemlock,  his  general  health 
did  not  fuffer,  but,  on  the  contrary,  kept  pace  in  its  improvement  with  the 
ulcers.  They  could  not  however  be  healed  by  the  .hemlock  ;  and  among 
many  other  things,  /Ethiops  mineral,  and  Plummer's  pill  were  liberally 
given,  feemingly  \^'ith  advantage.  Rccourfc  was  had  to  the  hemlock  from 
time  to  time.  A  great  many  different  kinds  of  dreirings  were  made  trial  of, 
none  of  which  were  found  to  exceed  dry  lint.  The  ulcers  were  nearly 
all  healed,  after  having  tormented  him  upwards  of  three  years,  when  com- 
mitting fome  irregularities  in  diet,  and  the  fores  getting  worfe,  he  returned 
to  the  extradl  of  hemlock,  which  he  had  for  fome  time  laid  afide,  and  of 
himfelf  fwallowed  in  the  courfe  of  the  morning  ten  di'ams.  This  quantity 
was  only  the  half  of  what  he  had  formerly  taken  in  twenty-four  hours,  but 
his  conflitution  had  been  at  that  time  gradually  habituated  to  the  medicine. 
The  ten  drams  produced  great  reftlcfsnefs  and  anxiety ;  he  dropt  infenfible 
from  his  chair,  fell  into  convulfions,  and  expired  in  two  hours. 

To 
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To  return  to  the  cure  of  buboes :  where  they  only  become  ftationary  and 
appear  to  have  but  Httle  difpofition  to  fpread,  (which  is  moft  common)  and 
where  perhaps  a  finus  or  two  may  be  found  running  into  them  from  fome 
other  gland,  I  have  often  feen  them  give  way  to  hemlock,  fooner  than  to 
any  thing  I  am  acquainted  with,  efpecially  if  joined  to  the  bark.  If  the 
hemlock  is  applied  both  internally  and  externally  it  anfwers  better. 

Sarfaparilla  is  often  of  fmgular  fervice  here,  as  well  as  in  other  cafes  ari- 
fing  feemingly  from  the  fame  caufe ;  and  I  have  feen  fea-bathing  of  great 
fervice,  as  alfo  fea-water  poultice. 

At  the  Lock  Hofpital  they  ufe  goldrefiners  water  as  an  application,  which 
is  of  fervice  in  fome  cafes.  Dr.  Fordyce  recommends  the  juice  of  oranges 
to  be  drunk  in  large  quantities,  which  I  have  feen  good  effefts  from  in  fome 
cafes.     The  mezereon  is  in  fome  inflances  of  fingular  ufe. 
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PART  VI. 

CHAPTER       I. 

OF  THE  LUES  VENEREA. 

THE  lues  venerea,  I  have  already  obferved,  arifes  in  confequence  of 
the  poifonous  matter  being  abforbed  and  carried  into  the  common 
circulation.  This  form  of  the  difeafe,  which  I  have  called  the  conftitu- 
tional,*  would  appear  to  be  much  more  complicated,  both  in  the  different 
ways  in  which  it  may  be  caught,  and  in  its  effedls  when  caught,  than  either 
a  gonorrhoea  or  chancre.  It  generally  arifes  from  the  local  complaints, 
before  taken  notice  of,  the  matter  being  abforbed  and  carried  into  the  con- 
ftitution.  The  matter,  however,  appears  to  be  capable  of  being  taken  into 
the  conftitution  by  fimple  application,  without  firfl  having- produced  either 
of  the  before-mentioned  local  effedls,  as  I  obferved  in  treating  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  bubo ;  but  this  feems  to  be  only  when  it  is  applied  to  fome 
particular  parts  of  our  body,  fuch  as  may  be  called  a  half  internal  furface, 
as  the  glans  penis.  I  think,  it  is  not  capable  of  being  received  by  the  ab- 
forbents  of  the  found  Ikin  ;  but  this  is  matter  only  of  opinion. 

*  The  term  conjlitutwnal  is,  perhaps,  not  ftridUy  a  proper  term  ;  for  by  conftitutional  difeafe 
ftriftly,  I  would  underftand  that,  in  which  every  part  of  the  body  is  acSting  in  one  ■way,  as  in 
fevers  of  all  kinds,  either  fympathetic  or  original ;  but  the  venereal  poifon  appears  to  be  only 
difFufed  through  the  circulating  fluids,  and  as  it  were,  to  force  certain  parts  of  the  body  to  afllime 
the  venereal  aftion,  which  aftion  is  perfeftly  local,  and  takes  place  in  different  parts  in  regular 
fuccefTion  of  fufceptibilities ;  there  are  but  few  parts  therefore  afting  at  the  fame  time ;  and  a 
perfon  may  be  conftitutionally  affcfted  in  this  way,  and  yet  almoft  every  fundion  may  be  per- 
fea. 

It 
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It  may  likewife  be  received  into  the  conftitution  by  being  applied  to 
common  ulcers,  although  not  necellarily  rendering  thefe  ulcers  themfelves 
venereal ;  alfo  by  wounds,  as  has  been  obferved  ;  but,  I  believe,  always 
previoufly  producing  ulceration  in  the  wound. 

Many  other  modes  of  infedtion  have  been  fuppofcd,  but,  I  believe,  erro- 
neoufly ;  liich  fuppofitions  moft  probably  having  taken  their  rife  from  ig- 
norance or  deceit,   two  great  fources  of  error  in  this  difeafe. 

It  is  moil:  likely,  that  contamination  takes  place  about  the  beginning  of 
the  local  complaints,  efpecially  when  that  is  a  chancre  ;  for  there  is  in 
moft  cafes  lefs  chance  of  its  happening  afterwards,  becaufe  the  patient  com- 
monly flies  to  medicine,  which  generally  becomes  a  prevention  of  contami- 
nation. For  if  it  could  take  place  through  the  whole  time  of  the  cure,  wc 
fliould  have  the  parts  contaminated  at  different  periods,  coming  into  adlion 
at  different  times,  each  according  to  its  ftated  time,  although  in  fimilar 
parts  both  in  their  nature  and  other  circumftances ;  but  as  thefe  fimilar 
parts  do  not  vary  much  in  the  time  of  coming  into  adion,  it  is  reafonablc 
to  fuppofe  that  they  were  contaminated  at,  or  near,  the  fame  time,  and  there- 
fore that  no  contamination  takes  place  in  the  time  of  the  cure,  although  we 
may  fuppofe  that  the  power  of  abforption  is  equally  ftrong  then  as  at  any 
other  time. 

In  cafes  of  contamination  from  a  gonorrhoea,  where  no  mercury  has  been 
taken,  we  might  expedl  this  irregularity  in  fimilar  ftrucflures ;  but  as  con- 
ta'nination  fo  feldom  takes  place  in  this  way,  we  have  not  a  chance  of 
great  variety  from  fuch ;  however,  it  would  be  worth  while  to  afcertain  the 
matter,  which  from  a  great  many  cafes  might  be  done. 

Without  being  very  exadt  in  afcertaining  the  different  proportions  in  thofe 
who  have  the  lues  venerea  originating  from  the  three  feveral  modes  above 
defcribed,  I  think  we  may  venture  to  fay  from  general  practice  or  expe- 
rience, that  where  one  contradls  it  from  the  firfl  caufe,  that  is,  where  no 
local  effects  have  been  produced,  an  hundred  have  it  from  the  fecond,  or 
gonorrhoea ;  and  where  one  has  it  from  the  fecond,  an  hundred  have  it  from 
the  third,  or  chancre  ;  and  perhaps  not  one  in  five  hundred  who  have  con- 
nexion with  venereal  women,  have  it  in  the  firft  way,  and  not  one  in  an 
hundred  have  it  from  the  fecond ;    while  not  one  in  an  hundred  would 
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efcape  it  from  the  third,  if  the  means  of  prevention  were  not  made  ufe  of 
in  the  common  method  of  cure  of  the  chancre. 


I.  OF  THE  NATURE  OF  THE  SORES  OR  ULCERS  PRO- 
CEEDING FROM  THE  LUES  VENEREA. 

In  confequence  of  the  blood  being  contaminated  with  real  venereal  pus, 
it  might  naturally  be  fuppofed,  that  the  local  effedls  ariiing  therefrom  would 
be  the  fame  with  the  original  which  produced  them ;  but  from  obfervation 
and  experiment  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  this  is  not  fo. 

In  coniidering  this  fubjeft,  we  may  firft  obferve,  that  local  effedls,  from 
the  conftitution,  are  all  of  one  fpecies,  that  is  ulcers,  let  the  furface  upon 
which  they  appear  be  what  it  will,  whether  the  throat  or  common  fkin  ; 
which  is  not  the  cafe  in  the  local  application  of  the  matter  in  gonorrhoea 
and  chancre  ;  for  there  I  obferved,  that  it  produced  effefts  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  furfaces.  Now  if  the  matter,  when  in  the  conftitution,  were 
to  aft  upon  the  fame  fpecific  principles  with  that  M^hich  is  applied,  we 
fhould  have  gonorrhoeas  when  it  attacks  a  canal  ^  fores  or  chancres  when  it 
attacks  other  furfaces ;  but  it  has  never  been  yet  known  to  produce  a  go- 
norrhoea from  the  conftitution,  though  this  has  indeed  been  fufpefted.  For 
fome  gonorrhoeas,  the  origin  of  which  has  not  been  clear,  and  which  have 
not  eafily  given  way  to  the  common  methods  of  cure,  have  been  fuppofed 
to  have  arifen  from  the  conftitution.  Whenever  the  difeafe  affed:s  the 
mouth  and  nofe,  it  has  always  been  looked  upon  as  producing  a  true 
chancre ;  yet  even  here  I  find  that  fuch  ulcers  in  their  firfl  appearance  are 
very  different  from  chancres.  The  true  chancre,  I  obferved,  produces  con- 
fiderable  inflammation,  which  of  courfe  brings  on  quickly  fuppuration, 
attended  often  with  a  great  deal  of  pain ;  but  the  local  effeds,  from  the 
conftitution,  are  flow  in  their  progrefs,  attended  with  little  inflammation, 
and  are  feldom  or  ever  painful,  except  in  particular  parts.  However,  this 
fluggiflmefs  in  the  efleds  of  the  poifon  is  more  or  his  according  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  parts  which  become  difeafed ;  for  when  the  tonflls,  uvula,  or 
nofe,  are  aifedted,   its  progrefs  is  rapid,  and  the  fores  have  more  of  the 
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chancre  in  their  appearance  tlian  when  it  afFedts  the  fkin  ;  yet  I  do  not 
think  that  the  inflammation  is  fo  great  in  them  as  in  chancres  that  arc  ul- 
cerating equally  fart. 

It  has  been  fuppofed  that  even  all  the  fecretlons  from  the  contaminated 
blood  could  be  affedled  fo  as  to  produce  a  like  poifon  in  them  ;  and  as  the 
parts  of  generation  are  thrown  in  the  way  of  receiving  it,  when  fre(h  con- 
traded,  fo  they  ftill  lie  under  the  cenfure  of  having  it  returned  upon  them 
from  the  conftitution.  Hence  it  has  been  fuppofed  that  the  tefticles  and 
veficulx  feminales  may  be  affefted  by  the  difeafc ;  that  the  femen  may  be- 
come venereal,  may  communicate  the  difeafe  to  others,  and,  after  impreg- 
nation, may  even  grow  into  a  pocky  child  :  but  all  this  is  without  founda- 
tion ;  othervvays,  when  a  perfon  has  the  lues  venerea,  no  fecreting  furface 
could  be  free  from  the  ftate  of  a  gonorrhoea,  nor  could  any  fore  be  other 
than  venereal.  Contrary  to  all  which,  the  fecretions  are  the  fame  as  before; 
and  if  a  fore  is  produced  by  any  other  means  in  a  found  part,  that  fore  is 
not  venereal,  nor  the  matter  poifonous,  although  formed  from  the  fame 
blood. 

The  faliva  in  the  cafe  of  a  mad  dog,  being  a  natural  fecretion  rendered 
poifonous,  may  be  brought  as  an  argument  in  contradidtion  to  this  theory ; 
yet  it  is  eafily  accounted  for,  and  might  be  produced  rather  as  an  argument 
in  fupport  of  it.  In  the  dog,  there  is  an  irritation  peculiar  to  the  hydropho- 
bia in  the  falivary  glands  ;  but  the  other  and  natural  fecretions  of  the  fame 
dog  are  not  capable  of  giving  this  infeftion,  becaufe  they  are  not  fufcepti- 
ble  of  the  fame  fpecific  irritation. 

The  breath  and  fweat  are  fuppofed  to  carry  along  with  them  contagion. 
The  milk  of  the  breafh  is  fuppofed  to  be  capable  of  containing  venereal  poi- 
fon, and  of  affeding  the  child  who  fucks  it;  but  there  are  feveral  reafons 
which  overturn  thefe  opinions.  Firft,  we  find  that  no  fecretion  is  affedted 
by  this  poifon,  excepting  where  the  fecreting  organs  have  been  previoufly 
aifedled  by  venereal  inflammation  or  irritation,  or  its  fpecific  mode  of  acflion. 
Again,  if  they  were  contaminated  fo  as  to  produce  matter  fimilar  to  that  of 
an  ulcer  in  the  throaty  fuch  matter  would  not  be  poifonous,  nor  poffefs  a 
power  of  communicating  the  difeafe,  as  will  be  explained  more  fully  here- 
after.    Further,  true  venereal  matter,  even  when  taken  into  the  rtomach, 
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does  not  afFe£l  either  the  ftomach  or  conftitution,  but  is  digefted ;  as  was 
evident  in  the  two  following  cafes. 

A  gentleman,  who  had  chancres  which  difcharged  largely,  ufed  to  wafh 
the  parts  with  mUlc  in  a  tea-cup  with  fome  lint,  and  generally  let  the  lint 
lie  in  the  cup  with  the  milk.  A  little  boy  in  the  houfe  ftole  the  milk  and 
drank  it:  but  whether  or, not  he  fwallowed  the  lint  was  not  known.  No 
notice  was  taken  of  this  by  the  gentleman,  either  to  the  family  or  the  boy ; 
and  attention,  unknown  to  the  family,  was  paid  to  the  boy  even  for  years, 
but  nothing  happened  that  could  give  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  his  having  been 
affed:ed  either  locally  in  the  ftomach  or  conftitutionally. 

A  gentleman  had  a  moft  violent  gonorrhcea,  in  which  both  the  inflam- 
mation and  the  difcharge  were  remarkably  great.  He  had  alfo  a  chordee, 
which  was  very  troublefome  at  night.  In  order  to  cool  the  parts,  and 
keep  them  clean,  he  had  a  fmall  bafon  of  milk  by  the  bed-fide,  in  which, 
when  the  chordee  was  troublefome,  he  got  up  and  dipped  or  wafhed  the 
penis.  This  operation  he  frequently  repeated  during  the  night.  Under 
fuch  complaints  he  allowed  a  young  lady  to  fleep  with  him.  Her  cuftom 
was  to  have  by  the  bed-fide  a  bafon  of  tea  to  drink  in  the  morning  before 
fhe  got  up;  but  unfortunately  for  the  lady,  flie  drank  one  morning  the  milk 
inftead  of  the  tea.  This  was  not  known  till  ilie  got  up,  which  was  five  or 
fix  hours  afterwards.  I  was  fent  for  diredly,  and  in  the  mean  time  flie 
endeavoured  to  vomit,  but  could  not.  I  ordered  ipecacuanha,  which  proved 
flow  in  its  operation.  She  vomited,  but  it  was  more  than  eight  hours  after 
drinking  the  milk  and  water,  and  v/hat  came  up  was  nothing  but  flime, 
mucus,  or  water,  the  milk  being  digefted.  I  was  attentive  to  what  might 
follow ;  but  nothing  uncommon  happened,  at  leaft  for  many  months. 

It  is  alfo  fuppofed,  that  a  foetus,  in  the  womb  of  a  pocky  mother,  may 
be  infedled  by  her.  This  I  fhould  doubt  very  much,  both  from  what  may 
be  obferved  of  the  fecretions,  and  from  finding  that  even  the  matter  from 
fuch  conftitutional  inflammation  is  not  capable  of  communicating  the  dif- 
eafe.  However,  one  can  conceive  the  bare  poffibility  of  a  child  being 
affefted  in  the  womb  of  a  pocky  mother,  not  indeed  from  the  difeafe  of  the 
mother,  but  from  a  part  of  the  fame  matter  which  contaminated  the  mo- 
ther, and  was  abforbed  by  her ;  and  whether  irritating  her  folids  to  ailion 
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or  not,  may  polfibly  be  conveyed  to  the  child,  pure  as  abforbed  ;  and  if 
lb  it  may  afFe>5t  the  child  exadly  in  the  fame  way  it  did  or  might  have  done, 
the  mother.  This  idea  has  been  carried  ftill  further;  for  it  has  been  fup- 
pofed  that  fuch  a  contaminated  child  could  contaminate  the  breafts  of  a 
clean  woman  by  fucking  her ;  the  pofTibility  of  which  will  be  confidered 
prefently.  We  may  obferve,  that  even  the  blood  of  a  pocky  perfon  has  no 
power  of  contaminating,  and  is  not  capable  of  giving  the  difeafe  to  another 
even  by  inoculation ;  for  if  it  were  capable  of  irritating  a  found  fore  to  a 
venereal  inflammation,  no  perfon  that  has  this  matter  circulating,  or  has 
the  lues  venerea,  could  efcape  having  a  venereal  fore  whenever  he  is  bled  or 
receives  a  fcratch  with  a  pin,  the  part  fo  wounded  turning  into  a  chancre. 
For  if  venereal  matter  be  on  the  point  of  the  lancet,  or  on  the  point  of  the 
pin,  the  puntltures  muft  become  chancres. 


IL  OF  THE  MATTER  FRQM  SORES  IN  THE  LUES  VENE- 
REA COMPARED  WITH  THAT  FROM  CHANCRES  AND 
BUBOES. 

When  the  matter  has  affefted  the  conflitution,  it  from  thence  produces 
many  local  effeds  on  different  parts  of  the  body,  which  are  in  general  a 
kind  of  inflammation,  or  at  leail  an  increafed  adlion  occafioning  a  fuppura- 
tion  of  its  own  kind.  It  is  fuppofed,  that  the  matter,  produced  in  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  inflammations,  iimilar  to  the  matter  from  a  gonorrhoea  or 
chancre,  is  alfo  venereal  and  poifonous.  This  I  believe  till  now  has  never 
been  denied ;  and,  upon  the  firft  view  of  the  fubjeft,  one  would  be  inclined 
to  fuppofe  that  it  really  fliould  be  venereal :  for  iirft  the  venereal  matter  is 
the  caufe ;  and  again  the  fame  treatment  cures  both  difeafes  ;  thus  mercury 
cures  both  a  chancre  and  a  lues  venerea ;  however  this  is  no  decifive  proof, 
as  mercury  cures  many  difeafes  befides  the  venereal.  On  the  other  hand 
there  are  many  ftrong  reafons  for  believing  that  the  matter  is  not  venereal. 
There  is  one  curious  faft,  which  fhows  it  is  either  not  venereal,  or  if  it  be, 
that  it  is  not  capable  of  adling  in  fome  refpefts  on  the  fame  body  or  fame 
flate  of  conftitution  as  that  matter  does,  which  is  produced  from  a  chancre- 
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or  gonorrhoea.  The  pus  from  thefe  latter,  when  abforbed,  generally  produ- 
ces a  bubo,  as  has  been  defcribed ;  but  we  never  find  a  bubo  from  the  ab- 
forption  of  matter  from  a  pocky  fore ;  for  inftance,  when  there  is  a  venereal 
ulcer  in  the  throat,  we  have  no  buboes  in  the  glands  of  the  neck ;  when 
there  are  venereal  fores  on  the  arms,  or  even  fuppurating  nodes  on  the  ulna, 
there  are  no  fwellings  of  the  glands  of  the  arm-pit ;  although  fuch  will 
take  place  if  frefh  venereal  matter  is  applied  to  a  common  fore  on  the  arm, 
hand,  or  fingers.  No  fwelling  takes  place  in  the  glands  of  the  groin  from 
either  nodes  or  blotches  on  the  legs  and  thighs.  It  may  be  fuppofed  that 
there  is  no  abforption  from  fuch  fores  ;  but  I  think  we  have  no  grounds  for 
fuch  fuppofition.  Its  mode  of  irritation,  or  the  action  of  the  parts  afFeded 
is  very  different  from  what  happens  in  the  chancre,  gonorrhoea  or  bubo, 
being  hardly  attended  with  inflammation,  which  in  them  is  generally  violent. 

It  might  be  fuppofed  that  a  conftitution  truly  and  univerfally  pocky,  is 
not  to  be  affedled  locally  by  the  fame  fpecies  of  matter  ;  but  from  the  fol- 
lowing experiments  it  would  appear  that  matter  from  a  gonorrhoea  or  chancre 
is  capable  of  affefting  a  man  locally  that  is  already  poxed  ;  and  that  matter 
from  pocky  fores,  arifing  from  the  conftitution,  has  not  that  power. 

A  man  had  been  affefted  with  the  venereal  difeafe  a  long  time,  and  had 
been  feveral  times  falivated,  but  the  difeafe  ftill  broke  out  anew.  He  was 
taken  into  St.  George's  Hofpital,  affefted  with  a  number  of  pocky  fores ; 
and  before  I  put  him  under  a  mercurial  courfe,  I  made  the  following  expe- 
riment. I  took  fome  matter  from  one  of  the  fores  upon  the  point  of  a 
lancet,  and  made  three  Cnall  wounds  upon  the  back  where  the  llcin  was 
fmooth  and  found,  deep  enough  to  draw  blood.  I  made  a  wound  fimilar 
to  the  other  three,  with  a  clean  lancet,  the  four  wounds  making  a  quad- 
rangle ;  but  all  the  wounds  healed  up,  and  none-  of  them  ever  appeared 
afterwards. 

This  experiment  I  have  repeated  more  than  once,  and  with  the  lame  re- 
fult.  It  fliows  that  a  pocky  perfon  cannot  be  afte(5led  locally  with  the 
matter  proceeding  from  the  fores  produced  by  the  lues  venerea.  But  to  fee 
how  far  real  venereal  matter  was  capable  of  producing  chancres  on  a  pocky 
perfon,  I  made  the  following  experiment. 

A  man 
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A  man,  who  had  venereal  blotches  on  many  parts  of  his  fkin,  was  ino- 
culated in  found  parts  with  matter  from  a  chancre,  and  alfo  with  matter 
from  his  o.vn  fores.  The  wounds  inoculated  with  the  matter  from  the 
chancres  became  chancres  ;  but  the  others  healed  up.  Here  then  was  a 
venereal  conllltution  capable  of  being  affefted  locally  with  frefh  venereal 
matter.  This  experiment  I  have  likewife  repeated  more  than  once,  and 
alwavs  with  the  fame  effeifl. 

I  ordered  a  perfon,  at  St.  George's  Hofpital,  to  be  inoculated  with  the 
matter  taken  from  a  well  marked  venereal  ulcer  on  the  tonlil,  and  alfo  with 
matter  from  a  gonorrhoea,  which  produced  the  fame  effefts  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding experiment ;  that  is,  the  matter  from  a  gonorrhoea  produced  a 
chancre,  but  that  from  the  tonfil  had  no  eifed:. 

A  woman,  aged  twenty-hve,  came  into  St.  George's  Hofpital,  Augufl 
21,  1782,  with  fores  on  her  legs,  and  blotches  over  her  body.  Her  huf- 
band  gave  her  the  venereal  difeafe,  December  1781.  Her  fymptoms  then 
were  a  difcharge  from  the  vagina,  and  a  fmall  fwelling  of  the  glands  of  the 
groin,  \vhich  were  painful.  She  had  taken  fome  pills,  fuppofed  to  be  mer- 
curial. February  1782,  about  three  months  after  being  infefted,  the  dil- 
charge  flopped  j  but  the  fwelling,  which  had  been  gradually  increafing  ever 
fince  its  firft  appearance,  had  now  fuppurated.  She  applied  fome  ointment 
to  it  which  was  brought  to  her  by  her  hufband,  and  in  two  months  it  got 
well,  that  is,  in  April  1782.  After  the  bubo  got  well,  a  difcharge  from 
the  vagina  came  on,  for  which  flie  took  more  of  the  fame  pills  fhe  had 
taken  before.  After  this  time  blotches  came  out  over  her  whole  body ; 
fome  about  her  legs,  under  her  arms,  and  upon  her  nipples,  ulcerated. 

Twins,  which  (he  brought  forth  at  eight  months,  in  March  1782,  at 
the  time  the  bubo  was  healing,  had  blotches  upon  them  at  their  birth,  and 
died  foon  after. 

Another  girl,  about  two  years  old,  whom  {he  fuckled,  was  alfo  covered 
with  blotches  when  fhe  came  to  the  hofpital. 

To  afcertain  whether  her  fecondary  ulcers  were  infeftious,  that  is,  whe- 
ther the  matter  of  them  would  have  the  fpecific  efFed:s  of  venereal  matter, 
file  was  inoculated  with  fome  matter  from  one  of  her  own  ulcers,  and  with 
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fome  matter  from  a  bubo  of  another  perfon  where  mercury  had  not  been 
ufed.  This  was  done,  September  18,  1782.  September  19,  the  pundure, 
where  fhe  was  inoculated  with  her  own  matter,  gave  her  pain  three  hours 
from  the  time  of  inoculation,  and  the  day  following  inflamed  a  little.  The 
other  had  not  then  inflamed  at  all.       - 

September  20,  both  the  punctures  had  fuppurated  and  had  the  appearance 
of  a  fmallpox  pufhule ;  they  fpread  confiderably,  and  were  attended  with 
much  inflammation.  That  from  her  own  matter  healed  with  com.mon 
poultices,  and  ointments  without  mercury  ;  but  the  other,  although  treated 
in  a  fimilar  way,  continued  in  the  fame  flate,  attended  with  much  pain  and 
inflammation. 

September  22,  the  child  was  inoculated  with  fome  matter  from  one  of  its 
own  ulcers,  and  with  fome  common  pus.  The  pundtureS  both  inflamed 
in  a  fmall  degree  ;  but  neither  of  them  fuppurated. 

The  mother  and  the  child  went  into  the  ward  appropriated  to  falivation, 
Oftober  21,  1782.  The  child  took  no  mercury.  It  was  fuppofed  that  its 
gums  became  a  little  fore  ;  and  the  blotches  got  well. 

During  the  time  that  the  mother  was  uflng  mercury,  the  ulcer  from 
inoculation  began  to  get  well,  and  all  her  venereal  fymptoms  difappeared. 
What  fhall  we  fay  to  this  cafe  ?  Were  the  blotches  venereal  ?  There  was 
every  leading  circumftance  to  make  us  think  fo  j  and  our  opinion  was 
ftrengthened  by  the  method  of  cure.  If  they  were  venereal,  my  opinion 
that  the  confliitutional  appearances  of  the  difeafe  do  not  produce  matter  of 
the  fame  fpecies  that  produced  them,  is  confirmed.  If  they  were  not  vene- 
real, then  we  have  no  abfolute  rule  by  which  to  judge  in  fuch  cafes. 

It  has  been  fuppofed  and  aflerted  from  obfervation,  that  ulcers  in  the 
mouths  of  children  from  a  conftitutional  difeafe,  which  confl:itutional  dif- 
eafe has  been  fuppofed  to  be  derived  from  the  parent,  have  produced  the 
fame  difeafe  upon  the  nipples  of  women  who  had  been  fucked  by  them  ; 
that  is,  the  children  were  contaminated  either  by  their  mothers  or  fathers 
having  the  difeafe  in  form  of  a  lues  venerea,  of  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  fhow  the  impofiibility.  If,  however,  it  were  poflible  to  contaminate  once 
in  this  way,  it  would  be  poflible  to  contaminate  for  ever. 

How 
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Plow  far  the  obfcrvations,  upon  which  the  before-mentioned  opinion  is 
founded,  have  been  made  witli  fufficient  accuracy  to  overturn  thofe  which  I 
made  with  a  view  to  afcertain  the  truth,  I  know  not.  But,  from  a  more 
accurate  inveftigation  of  fome  of  thofe  cafes,  which  were  by  moft  of  the 
faculty  called  venereal,  they  appeared  evidently  not  to  be  fuch.  To  fay 
what  they  were,  would  lead  us  into  the  confideration  of  other  difeafes.  The 
following  cafe  may  leflen  our  faith  in  the  hillories  of  fuch  as  have  been 
fuppofed  to  be  venereal. 

Before  I  defcribe  the  cafe,  I  fliall  firfl  mention  fome  of  the  circumftances 
leading  to  it. 

A  child  was  fuppofed  to  have  infedled  its  nurfc  with  the  venereal  difeafe. 
The  parents  had  been  married  about  twelve  years,  when  this  child  was  born. 
The  father  was  a  very  fond  hufband,  and  the  mother  a  mild  and  moft  af- 
fedlionate  woman.  The  father  had  a  venereal  gonorrhoea  two  years  before 
he  married,  that  is,  fourteen  years  before  the  birth  of  the  child.  About 
nine  months  after  marriage  they  had  a  child,  and  afterwards  a  fecond,  both 
of  whom  were  extremely  healthy  at  birth,  and  ftill  continue  fo.  The  mo- 
ther fell  into  a  weakly  flate  of  health  and  mifcarried  of  her  third  child  at 
the  end  of  five  months.  The  fourth  child  was  born  at  (even  months,  but 
was  puny,  weak,  and  had  hardly  any  cuticle  when  born.  It  was  imme- 
diately after  birth  attacked  with  a  violent  dyfentary.  It  died  in  a  few 
days  and  was  opened  by  me.  The  whole  ikin  was  almoll  one  excoriated 
furface.     The  inteftines  were  much  inflamed  and  thickened. 

With  her  fifth  child,  from  great  care,  flie  went  eight  months,  and  it 
was  now  hoped  that  fhe  might  go  the  full  time,  and  alfo  that  this  child 
might  be  more  healthy  than  the  former.  When  fhe  was  delivered,  the 
child  was  very  thin,  but  free  from  any  vifible  difeafe. 

Some  days  after  birth  it  became  bliflered  in  a  vaft  number  of  places 
on  its  body,  which  blifters  were  filled  with  a  kind  of  matter,  and,  when 
they  broke,  difcharged  a  thinnifli  pus.  The  infide  of  the  mouth  was  in 
the  fame  condition.  Bark  was  given  to  the  nurfe.  Bark,  in  milk,  was 
given  to  the  child  by  the  mouth  3  and  it  was  fomented  with  a  decodlion  of 
bark  3  but,  in  about  three  weeks  after  birth,  it  died. 

Some 
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Some  weeks  after  the  death  of  the  child,  the  nurfe's  nipple,  and  the 
ring  round  the  nipple,  inflamed,  and  fores  or  ulcers  were  formed  with  a 
circumfcribed  bafe.*"  They  were  poulticed,  but  without  benefit.  She  alfo 
complained  of  a  fore  throat  j  but  the  fenfation,  (he  complained  of,  v/as  fo 
low  in' the  throat  that  no  difeafe  could  be  feen.  A  fwelling  took  place  in 
the  glands  of  the  arm-pit,  but  they  did  not  fuppuratc.  She  applied  to  a 
phyfician,  and  according  to  the  account  which  flie  gave,  he  pronounced 
that  her  difeafe  was  venereal,  and  that  fhe  had  given  fuck  to  a  Jbu/  child ; 
and  he  ordered  ten  boxes  of  mercurial  ointment  to  be  rubbed  in  on  her  legs 
and  thighs,  eight  of  which  had  been  ufed,  when  I  faw  her  ;  and  then  her 
mouth  was  become  extremely  fore. 

Thefe  circumftances  came  to  the  ears  of  the  family,  and  an  alarm  took 
place.  The  hufband  went  from  furgeon  to  furgeon,  and  from  phyfician  to 
phyfician,  to  learn  if  it  was  poffible  for  him  to  have  the  difeafe  for  fourteen 
years,  and  never  to  have  perceived  a  fmgle  fymptom  of  it  in  all  that  time : 
or  if  it  was  poffible  he  could  get  children  with  the  difeafe  now,  when  the 
two  firft  were  healthy.  He  alfo  wanted  to  know,  if  it  was  poffible  for  his 
wife  to  have  caught  the  difeafe  from  him  under  fuch  circumftances  ;  and 
alfo,  if  ffie  could  breed  children  with  this  difeafe,  although  fhe  herfelf  never 
had  a  fingle  fymptom  of  it.  If  we  take  all  the  above-mentioned  circum- 
ftances as  fadts,  the  conclufion  is,  that  it  was  impoffible  there  could  be  any 
thing  venereal  in  the  cafe ;  but  as  they  could  not  be  abfolutely  proved  to  be 
fadls,  there  muft  remain  a  doubt  in  the  mind,  a  fomething  ftill  to  be  proved. 

Now  let  us  confider  the  refult  of  the  cafe.  The  nurfe's  mouth  was  be- 
come extremely  fore  from  the  mercury  when  I  firft  faw  her.  I  defired  that 
Mr.  Pott  might  fee  her  along  with  me  j  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  us  both, 
that  the  fores  on  the  nipple,  and  around  it,  were  not  venereal ;  but  it  was 
alledged,  that,  as  ilie  had  taken  mercury,  their  not  having  a  venereal  ap- 
pearance now  was  owing  to  that  caufe.  The  bark  was  given,  as  alfo  the 
farfaparilla,  but  the  fores  did  not  heal,  nor  did  they  become  worfe ;  nor 
was  the  mouth  better  by  leaving  off"  the  mercury.  I  ordered  the  hemlock, 
but  that  appeared  to  have  no  effecft.     In  the  mean  time  eruptions  broke  out 

*  She  had  but  one  bieaft  that  gave  milk. 

Q^q  on 
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on  tlie  iTcin.  The  ik'in  of  the  hands  and  fingers  peeled  off;  the  nails  of 
both  fingers  and  toes  Icparated ;  and  fores  formed  about  their  roots,  which 
were  all  fuppofed  (by  many)  to  be  venereal.  But  fome  of  them  appearing, 
while  the  conftitution  was  full  of  mercury,  and  others  difappearing  without 
any  further  ufe  of  that  medicine,  I  judged  that  they  were  not  venereal.  We 
fufpevfted  that  her  mode  of  living  was  fuch  as  contributed  greatly  to  the 
continuance  of  her  firfi:  complaint,  and  gave  rife  to  the  new  ones ;  for  fhe 
looked  dejed:ed  and  fallow.  She  was  defired  to  go  into  an  hofpital,  which 
file  did.  As  foon  as  Ihe  got  into  a  warm  bed,  and  had  good  wholefome 
food,  file  began  to  mend,  and  in  about  five  or  fix  weeks  flie  had  become  fat 
and  almofl  well ;  the  fore  only  about  the  root  of  the  nail  of  the  great  toe 
had  not  healed  ;  but  that  appeared  now  to  be  owing  to  the  root  of  the  nail 
being  detached,  therefore  adting  as  an  extraneous  body.  She  came  out  of 
the  hofpital  before  this  toe  had  got  well  j  and  returning  to  her  old  poor 
mode  of  living,  fhe  had  a  return  of  the  fbrenefs  in  the  mouth ;  however, 
flie  mended  at  lafh  without  the  ufe  of  more  mercurv. 

This  cafe  I  fliall  further  confider  when  on  dileafes  refembling  the  venereal. 

The  following  cafe  will  further  prove  that  we  often  fufpedt  complaints  to 
be  venereal  when  they  really  are  not. 

A  gentleman  had  for  fome  time  blotches  on  his  fkin.  The  face,  amis, 
legs  and  thighs,  were  in  many  places  covered  with  them ;  and  they  were 
in  their  different  ftages  of  violence.  In  this  fituation  he  applied  to  me;  and 
I  mult  own  they  had  a  very  fulpicious  appearance.  I  afked  him  what  he 
fuppofed  thefe  blotches  were ;  he  faid  he  fuppofed  them  to  be  venereal.  I 
afked  him  when  he  had  a  recent  venereal  complaint ;  he  told  me  not  for 
above  twelve  months.  I  then  afked  him  how  long  he  had  had  the  blotches; 
and  the  anfwer  was,  above  fix  months.  As  this  was  a  fulficient  time  for 
making  obfervations  upon  them  that  might  afcertain  better  than  the  mere 
appearance  what  they  were,  I  afked  him  if  any  of  the  blotches,  that  came 
firft,  had  difappeared  in  that  time  ;  and  he  faid  many ;  I  defired  to  fee 
where  thofe  had  been  ;  and  on  examination  I  found  only  a  difcoloured  fkin, 
common  to  the  healing  of  fuperficial  fores.  I  then  declared  to  him  that  they 
were  not  venereal,  for  if  they  had  arifen  from  that  fource,  none  of  them  would 
have  difappeared.  He  now  informed  me  that  he  had  been  tailing  mercury;  and 

this 
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this  information  obliged  me  to  have  recourfe  to  further  inquiries ;  and  I 
tlierefore  afked  him,  whether,  while  he  was  taking  mercury,  many  of  the 
firfl  got  well  ?  The  anfwer  was,  yes.  And  was  the  cure  of  thofe  imputed 
to  mercury .?  The  anfwer  was  again  in  the  affirmative.  I  then  afked  him, 
if,  while  he  was  taking  the  mercuiy,  which  appeared  to  have  cured  fome, 
thofe,  that  now  remained,  arofe  ?  Yes.  My  next  queftion  was,  how  long 
had  he  taken  mercury  ?  He  faid  for  fix  months.  I  then  declared  they  were 
not,  nor  ever  had  been  venereal.  I  afked  him,  what  was  now  the  opinion 
of  his  furgeon  ?  He  faid,  that  his  opinion  ftill  was,  that  they  were  venereal, 
and  that  he  fliould  go  on  with  the  mercury.  I  advifed  him  to  take  no  me- 
dicines whatever ;  to  live  well,  avoiding  cxccfs,  and  to  come  to  me  in  three 
weeks  j  which  he  did,  and  then  he  was  perfedlly  well,  only  the  fkin  was 
flained  where  the  blotches  had  been.  He  now  afked  me,  what  he  was 
next  to  do  ?  I  told  him  he  might  go  to  the  fea  and  bathe  for  a  month. 
This  he  did,  and  returned  well  and  healthy,  and  has  continued  fo. 


III.  OF  THE  LOCAL  EFFECTS  ARISING  FROM  THE  CON- 
STITUTION CONSIDERED  AS  CRITICAL— SYMPTOMA- 
TIC  FEVER. 

How  far  the  eruptions  or  local  efFedls  of  this  difeafe,  axifmg  from  the 
conftitution,  are  an  effort  of  Nature  to  clear  herfelf  of  this  difeafe,  is  not 
certain.  I  obferved,  that  a  gonorrhoea  might  be  produced  by  a  general  law 
in  the  animal  ceconomy,  by  which  it  endeavours  to  relieve  itfelf  of  the  irri- 
tation by  producing  a  difcharge ;  and  that  in  chancres  a  breach  is  made  in 
the  folids  for  the  fame  purpofe,  although  this  purpofe  is  not  anfwered  in 
either  j  Nature  not  having  a  provifion  againit  this'  poifon.  But  how  far  a 
fimilar  attempt  takes  place  in  a  lues  venerea  I  do  not  know ;  and  if  it  was 
iTpon  the  lame  principle,  the  fame  reafon  might  be  expeded  to  be  given, 
why  the  conftitution  is  not  capable  of  relieving  itfelf  in  the  prefent  inftance 
that  I  gave,  when  treating  of  the  primary  affections,  becaufe  in  this  as  it 
was  in  the  other,  the  matter  formed  might  be  fuppofcd  to  be  venereal ;  and 
therefore  by  being  abforbed  by  the  very  furface  which  produced  it  as  in  a 

Q^q  2      ,  chancre. 
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chancre,  it  might  keep  up  the  conftitutional  difcafe.  If  this  were  really 
tlie  cafe,  it  would  be  very  different  from  many  other  fpecific  difeafes ;  for 
the  reafon  why  many  fpecific  difeafes  cure  themfelves,  is  that  the  irritation 
cannot  laft  beyond  a  ftated  time ;  and  alfo  tliat  in  many,  the  patient  is 
never  fufceptible  of  the  fame  difeafe  a  fecond  time,  as  in  the  fmallpox.  If 
this  was  not  the  cafe,  a  perfon  once  having  the  fmallpox,  would  always 
have  them ;  for  according  to  one  fuppofition,  that  abforption  of  its  own  pus 
keeps  up  the  difeafe  ;  and  according  to  another,  that  the  irritation  never 
■wears  itfelf  out,  the  patient  would  either  never  be  free,  or  have  them  re- 
peated for  ever ;  for  his  own  matter  would  give  the  difeafe  a  fecond  time,  a 
third  time,  and  fo  on.*  But  the  venereal  matter,  when  taken  into  the  con- 
ftitution,  produces  an  irritation  which  is  capable  of  being  continued  inde- 
pendent of  a  continuance  of  abforption  ;  and  the  conftitution  has  no  power 
of  relief,  therefore  a  lues  venerea  continues  to  increafe.  This  circumftance 
is  perhaps  one  of  the  beft  diftinguifhing  marks  of  the  lues  venerea,  for  in 
its  ulcers  and  blotches  it  is  often  imitated  by  other  difeafes,  which  not  having 
this  property  will  therefore  heal  and  break  out  again  in  fome  other  part. 
Difeafes  in  which  this  happens,  fhow  themfelves  not  to  be  venereal ;  how- 
ever, we  are  not  to  conclude,  becaufe  they  do  not  heal  of  themfelves  and 
give  way  only  to  mercury,  that  therefore  they  are  venereal,  although  this 
circumftance  joined  to  others  gives  a  ftrong  fufpicion  of  their  being  fuch. 

When  the  parts  are  contaminated  by  the  venereal  poifon,  we  commonly 
find  fever,  reflleflhefs,  or  want  of  fleep,  and  often  headach  ;  but  I  believe 
that  thefe  fymptoms  are  rather  peculiar  to  the  difeafe,  when  the  fecond  order 
of  parts,  the  periofteum  and  bones,  are  affected,  although  they  are  fome- 
times  found  of  the  firft.  Do  thefe  fymptoms  arife  from  the  local  irritations 
affedling  the  conftitution  ?  And  are  they  merely  fympathetic  ?  Whatever 
the  immediate  caufe  may  be,  they  never  go  off  till  the  local  irritations  are 
removed.  This  fever  at  firft  has  much  the  appearance  of  the  rheumatic 
fever  ;  and  after  a  time  it  partakes  a  good  deal  of  the  nature  of  the  hedlic. 

*  This  circumftance  alone  is  a  ftrong  proof  that  people  cannot  have  the  fmallpox  twice,  at 
leaft  at  any  diftance  of  time  between,  if  they  had  fair  eruptions  the  firft  time ;  for  if  the  confti- 
tution was  not  fo  altered  as  not  to  be  fufceptible  of  this  irritation  a  fecond  time,  a  perfon  would 
have  them  immediately  upon  the  going  off  of  the  firft. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  fymptoms  often  take  place  independent  of,  or  unattended  by,  any 
local  adlion ;  and  when  that  is  the  cafe  it  becomes  very  uncertain  what  the 
difeafe  is ;  for  in  cafes,  not  admitting  of  clear  proof,  we  muft  reft  on  the 
concurrence  of  circumftances.  Many  of  thefe  fymptoms  give  way  to  mer- 
cury. This  is  probably  the  only  concurring  circumftance  attending  this 
complaint  that  is  any  proof  of  its  being  venereal.*  It  rather,  however,  ap- 
pears to  militate  againft  this  idea,  that,  for  the  moft  part,  a  much  fmaller 
quantity  is  fufficient  for  the  cure  of  fuch  fymptoms  than  what  is  neceffary 
for  the  cure  of  local  complaints.  But,  if  mercury  always  cured  them,  it 
would  not  be  very  material  what  they  are  called.  It  is  worthy  of  confidera- 
tion,  however,  how  far  the  venereal  poifon,  when  in  the  conftitution,  does 
or  does  not  always  produce  local  efFefts.  That  it  in  general  does,  we  are 
certain  ;  but  whether  it  is  ever  a  caufe  of  conftitutional  fymptoms,  fimply, 
fuch  as  lofs  of  appetite,  wafting,  debility,  want  of  fleep,  and  fever,  at  laft 
becoming  hedlic,  is  uncertain  ;  and  it  is  alfo  uncertain,  whether  it  is  ever 
capable  of  producing  local  aftions  from  irritations  only  without  an  altera- 
tion of  the  ftrufture  of  the  parts  irritated,  as  cough,  fecretion  from  the 
lungs,  purging,  headach,  ficknefs,  pains  in  different  parts  of  the  body,  like 
rheumatic  pains,  but  not  from  an  alteration  of  the  ftrufture  of  the  part 
taking  place,  as  beginning  nodes.  If  fuch  effects  take  place,  we  mufl:  in 
fuch  a  cafe  rely  entirely  on  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  and  pronounce  accord- 
ing to  probability.  Such  complaints  come  oftner  under  the  management  of 
the  phyfician  than  the  furgeon,  to  whom  I  would  recommend  a  particular 
attention  to  this. 

The  fever  in  confequence  of  the  venereal  irritation,  like  moft  other  fevers, 
deranges  the  conftitution,  which  thereupon  fufters  agreeably  to  its  natural 
tendency.  It  is  capable  of  producing  glandular  fwellings  in  many  parts  of 
the  body,  and  probably  many  of  the  nodes  that  arife  in  the  time  of  this 
fever,  may  proceed  from  the  fever,  and  fimilar  to  every  fuch  effe^:,  from 
whatever  caufe,  it  does  not  partake  of  the  difeafe  which  produced  it,  for  it 
is  not  venereal :  it  only  takes  place  in  conftitutions  very  fufceptible  of  fuch 

*  Here  it  is  to  be  underflood,  that  the  circumflance  of  a  previous  gonorrhoea  or  chancre  is 
not  to  be  confidered  as  llrong  evidence. 

adion 
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aftion  where  the  predifpofing  caufe  is  ftrong,  and  probably  at  feafons  moft 
fitted  to  produce  it,  only  waiting  the  immediate  caufe  to  put  them  into  ac- 
tion, fuch  will  and  do  go  away  of  themfclves  when  the  predifpofing  caufe 
ceafes,  fuch  as  feafon. 

IV.  OF  THE  LOCAL  AND  CONSTITUTIONAL  FORMS  OF 
THE  DISEASE  NEVER  INTERFERING  WITH  ONE  ANO- 
THER. 

I  obferved,  when  treating  of  the  gonorrhoea  and  chancre,  that,  when 
occurring  in  the  fame  perfon,  the  one  neither  increafes  the  fymptoms,  nor 
retards  the  cure  of  the  other.  And  it  may  alfo  be  obferved,  that  the  chan- 
cre or  gonorrhoea,  and  the  conftitutional  form  of  the  difeafe,  meeting  in  the 
fame  perfon,  do  not  interfere  with  each  other,  either  in  their  fymptoms  or 
cure. 

To  explain  thefe  effefts  more  fully,  let  me  obfei-ve,  that  if  a  man  has  a 
gonorrhoea,  and  a  chancre  appears  fome  days  after,  the  chancre  does  not 
either  increafe  or  diminifh  the  gonorrhoea.  Again,  if  a  man  has  either  a 
gonorrhoea,  a  chancre,  or  both,  and  a  lues  venerea  enfue  in  confequence  of 
either  of  thefe,  neither  the  gonorrhoea  nor  chancre  is  affefted  by  it.  If  a 
man  has  a  lues  venerea  and  gets  either  a  gonorrhoea  or  chancre,  or  both, 
neither  of  them  affefts  the  lues  venerea,  nor  are  their  fymptoms  the  worfe. 
Nor  is  the  cure  of  either,  fingly,  retarded  by  the  prefence  of  the  other  ;  for 
a  gonorrhoea  is  as  eafily  cured  when  there  are  chancres,  as  when  there  are 
none,  even  although  the  chancres  are  not  attempted  to  be  cured;  and  a 
chancre  may  be  cured  locally  independent  of  the  gonorrhoea.  Further,  a 
gonorrhoea,  chancre,  or  both,  may  be  as  eafily  cured,  when  the  conftitution 
is  poxed  either  by  them,  or  previous  to  their  appearance,  as  when  the  per- 
fon is  in  perfedt  health ;  but  the  chancre  has  this  advantage,  that  the  con- 
ftitution  cannot  be  cured  without  its  being  likewife  cured. 

The  gonorrhoea  and  chancre  indeed  fo  far  influence  one  another,  as  the 
one  can  be  in  fome  degree  a  caufe  of  prevention  of  the  other,  as  has  been 

already 
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already  obferved  ;  but  I  believe  that  this  circumflance  does  not  affiil  in  the 
cure  of  either  :  yet  I  could  conceive  it  might,  each  afting  as  a  derivator  to 
the  other,  without  increaiing  its  ov^n  fpecific  mode  of  adlion. 


V.     OF  THE   SUPPOSED  TERMINATION  OF  THE  LUES 
VENEREA  IN  OTHER  DISEASES. 

This  difeafe  feldom  or  ever  interferes  with  other  diforders,  or  runs  into, 
or  terminates  in  any  other,  although  it  has  been  very  much  accufed  of  do- 
ing fo  J  for  a  termination  of  one  difeafe  in  another,  as  I  underftand  the 
expreflion,  muft  always  be  a  cure  of  the  one  terminated  ;  but  the  venereal 
difeafe  never  terminates  till  the  proper  remedy  is  applied,  and  therefore  never 
can  run  into  any  other  difeafe. 

That  venereal  complaints  may  be  the  caufe  of  others,  I  think  is  very 
probable.  I  have  feen  a  chancre  the  immediate  caufe  of  an  eryfipelatous  in- 
flammation ;  but  the  venereal  malady  did  not  terminate  in  the  er)'fipelatous 
inflammation  ;  for,  if  it  had,  the  chancre  would  have  been  cured  ;  nor  was 
the  eryfipelatous  inflammation  venereal ;  the  chancre  only  aded  here  as  a 
common  irritator,  independently  of  the  fpecific  quality  of  the  difeafe  as  a 
caufe.  I  have  known  a  venereal  bubo  become  a  fcrofulous  fore  as  foon  as 
the  venereal  poifon  was  deftroyed  by  mercury  ;  this  was  not  a  venereal  ter- 
minating in  a  fcrofulous  affetfion ;  for  in  fuch  a  view  the  fcrofula  mull  have 
cured  the  venereal.  The  venereal  difeafe  would  feem  only  to  partake  of 
the  nature  of  fuch  diforders  as  the  conftitution  was  previoufly  difpofed  to, 
and  may  excite  into  adtion  the  caufes  of  thefe  diforders.  The  fame  obferva- 
tion  and  mode  of  reafoning  holds  equally  good  with  refpeft  to  other  difeafes. 
The  common  fymptonis,  however,  of  the  lues  venerea,  though  in  fome  de- 
gree according  to  the  confi;itution,  are  not  fo  much  fo  as  either  in  the  chan- 
cre, or  the  gonorrhoea  ;  for  the  lues  venerea  is  attended  with  very  little 
inflammation,  which  in  general  partakes  much  more  of  the  nature  of  the 
confl:itution  than  any  other  difeafed  adion. 

^      VI.     OF 
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VI.     OF  THE  SPECIFIC  DISTANCE  OF  THE  VENEREAL 

INFLAMMATION. 

I  have  already  obferved,  that  many  fpecific  difeafes,  as  ahb  tliofe  arifing 
from  poilbn,  have  their  local  efFefts  confined  to  certain  diftances,  which  I 
have  called  their  local  fpecific  diftance  ;  and  it  would  appear  from  obferva- 
tion,  that  the  venereal  irritation  and  inflammation,  of  whatever  kind  it  may 
be,  is  guided  by  this  principle  j  for  it  fcldom  extends  far  beyond  the  furface 
that  receives  it ;  the  neighbouring  part  not  having  a  tendency  to  fympa- 
thife,  or  run  eafily  into  this  kind  of  infilammation.     This  is  the  reafon  why 
we  find  a  gonorrhoea  for  weeks  confined  to  one  fpot  in  the  urethra  in  men, 
and  for  months  to  the  vagina  in  women,  not  extending  further  in  either. 
In  chancres  alfo  the  inflammation  is  confined  to  the  feat  of  the  fore  without 
becoming  fo  ditfufed  as  when  from  common  accidents.     As  a  further  proof 
of  this  fadl,  we  find  it  is  alio  confined  to  the  glands  of  the  groin,  in  cafes 
of  buboes,  till  matter  is  formed  in  them ;  which  matter  adls  as  a  commoji 
irritator,  and  the  fpecific  is  in  fome  degree  lofl,  and  then  the  inflammation 
becomes  fomewhat  more  difflifed,    as  happens  in  common  inflammation. 
We  alfo  fee  that  the  fame  thing  happens  in  venereal  ulcers  when  they  arife 
from  the  conftitution ;  their  fize  is  at  firfl  but  fmall,   and  they  are  merely 
local ;  but  as  the  difeafe  increafes,  the  fize  increafes,  but  ftill  they  remain 
circumfcribed,  not  becoming  difFufed.     Perhaps  all  poifons  and  fpecific  dif- 
eafes agree  in  this  property  of  having  their  inflammation  limited  and  cir- 
cumfcribed in  a  manner  peculiar  to  themfclves ;  for  we  find  that  the  inflam- 
mation of  the  fmallpox,  meafles  and  chickenpox,  is  each  circumfcribed  in 
its  own  way.    From  hence  it  muft  appear,  that  the  human  body  in  general 
is  not  fo  fufceptible  of  fpecific  irritations  as  it  is  of  the  common,  or  what 
may  be  called  the  natural.     But  we  mufl  alfo  confider,  that  the  common 
inflammation  in  very  healthy  conflitutions  has  its  fpecific  diftance,  although 
not  fo  determined  or  circumfcribed  as  is  that  of  the  fpecific  in  fuch  confli- 
tutions ;  therefore  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  fuch  healthy  conflitu- 
tions 
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tions  are  the  furthefl:  in  difpofition  from  the  inflammatory  aftion ;  and  we 
may  alfo  fuppofe  ftill  more  Co  from  the  fpecific.  What  would  appear  to 
ftrenp-then  this  idea  is,  that  when  the  conftitution  is  fuch  as  readily  goes 
into  inflammation,  the  more  readily  does  the  inflammation  fpread,  every 
'  part  being  fufceptible  of  fuch  aftion  ;  and  we  find  that  in  many  the  fpecific 
alfo  fpreads,  although  not  in  fo  great  a  degree,  from  which  we  may  fappofe 
that  the  fpecific  is  always  a  more  confined  mode  of  adlion.  I  have  fufpedted 
that  when  the  body  was  difpofed  to  increafe  the  inflammation  beyond  the 
fpecific  diftance,  it  was  of  the  eryfipelatous  kind,  as  was  mentioned  be- 
fore, and  which  is  to  be  attended  to  in  the  cure. 


VII.  OF  THE  PARTS  MOST  SUSCEPTIBLE  OF  THE  LUES 
VENEREA— OF  THE  TIME  AND  MANNER  IN  WHICH 
THEY  ARE  AFFECTED— WHAT  IS  MEANT  BY  CONTA- 
MINATION, DISPOSITION  AND  ACTION— SUMMARY  OF 
THE  DOCTRINE. 

When  I  afTigned  the  caufes  for  fo  great  a  difference  in  the  effeils  of  the 
fame  poifon  upon  two  different  furfaces,  as  forming  the  gonorrhoea  and 
chancre,  I  then  faid  I  did  not  know  whether  fimilar  furfaces  in  every  part 
of  the  body  were  equally  fufceptible  of  this  irritation,  having  but  few  com- 
parative trials  of  the  diredt  application  of  the  poifon  to  other  parts  befides 
thofe  of  generation.  But  it  would  appear  that  fome  parts  of  the  body  are 
much  lefs  fufceptible  of  the  lues  venerea  than  others  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but 
many  parts,  fo  far  as  we  know,  are  not  fufceptible  of  it  at  all.  For  we 
have  not  yet  had  every  part  of  the  body  affeded ;  we  have  not  ikon  the  brain 
affefted,  the  heart,  ftomach,  liver,  kidneys,  nor  other  vifcera^  although 
fuch  cafes  are  defcribed  in  authors.  But  as  there  are  different  orders  of 
parts  refpedling  the  times  of  the  difeafe  appearing,  and  as  the  perfon  com- 
monly flies  to  relief  upon  the  firfl  or  fecond  appearances,  it  may  be  fuppofed 
that  the  whole  difeafe  in  the  parts  adtually  affefted  is  cured  before  the  other 
parts  have  had  time  to  come  into  aftion,  which  will  therefore  be  cured 
under  the  ftate  of  a  difpofition  only,  if  we  can  conceive  that  a  cure  can 
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take  place  before  the  parts  have  come  into  a(5lion.  But  if  the  parts  vifibly 
affcded  are  cured,  while  thofc  only  difpolcd  are  not,  and  afterwards  come 
into  adlion,  they  would  form  a  fecond  order  refpedling  time ;  and  if  thefe 
again  are  cured,  and  other  parts  under  a  difpofition  Ihould  come  into  adtion, 
fuch  would  form  a  third  order  of  parts  refpecting  time.  The  lungs  have 
been  believed  to  have  been  affekHed  with  the  venereal  difeafe,  both  from  the 
circumftances  preceding  the  complaint,  and  from  the  complaint  itfelf  being 
cured  by  mercury ;  and  their  being  affeded  when  the  other  vifcera  are  not, 
may  arife  from  their  being  in  fome  degree  an  external  furface,  us  will  be 
explained  hereafter. 

It  is  tliis  form  of  the  difeafe  therefore  that  gives  us  the  comparative  fuf- 
ceptibility  of  parts  both  for  difpofition  and  adion.  For  we  muft  fuppofe 
that  all  parts  are  equally  and  at  once  expofed  to  the  adion  of  the  poifon  ; 
but  though  there  may  be  various  degrees  of  fufceptibility,  it  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  for  pradice  to  divide  them  into  two,  under  the  following  appellations 
Qifirji  in  order,  ^nA.  fecond  in  order,  to  which  :ve  may  add  the  intermediate. 

Whether  the  parts  that  are  really  firft  affeded  are  naturally  more  eafily 
affeded  by  this  kind  of  irritation,  or  that  fome  other  circumftance  which 
belongs  to  thefe  parts  is  the  caufe,  cannot  be  abfolutely  determined ;  but 
the  matter  being  attentively  confidered,  it  would  appear  to  be  owing  to 
fomething  foreign  to  the  conflitution,  and  alfo  not  depending  on  the  nature 
of  the  parts  themfelves ;  for  if  we  take  a  view  of  all  the  parts,  that  are  firfl 
affeded  by  this  difeafe,  when  arifmg  from  the  conftitution,  which  I  fliall 
fuppofe  are  the  parts  moft  fufceptible  of  it,  we  fhall  fee  that  in  the  recent 
ftate  of  the  difeafe  thefe  parts  are  fubjed  to  one  general  affedion,  while 
there  are  fimilar  parts  of  the  body  not  affeded  by  this  difeafe,  and  not  fub- 
jed to  this  general  affedion.  Probably  the  parts  fecond  in  order  may  na- 
turally be  as  fufceptible  of  the  irritation  as  thofe  firft  in  order ;  but  not 
being  under  the  influence  of  an  irritating  caufe,  they  are  later  in  coming  into 
adion  ;  and  there  are  alfo  probably  other  caufes  in  the  nature  of  the  parts 
themfelves,  fuch  as  being  indolent  in  all  their  adions,  and  of  courfe  indo- 
lent in  this,  therefore  later  in  coming  into  adion.  However,  it  is  not 
univerfally  the  cafe  that  the  parts  which  I  have  called  firll  in  order  are 
always  fo  j  on  the  contrary,   we  find  that  this  order  is  inverted  In  fome 

cafes. 
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cafes,  although  but  rarely.  We  cannot  fuppofe  that  this  difference  arifes 
from  any  acStive  power  in  the  poifon,  nor  any  particular  diredlion  of  it,  but 
from  properties  in  the  parts  themfelves  ;  for  it  may  be  allowed  us  to  fup- 
pofe, that  when  this  matter  has  got  into  the  circulation,  it  ads  on  all  parts 
of  the  body  with  equal  force ;  that  is,  it  is  not  determined  to  any  one  part 
more  than  another  by  any  general  or  particular  power  in  the  animal  ma- 
chine ;  nor  is  the  nature  of  the  poifon  fuch  as  will  fall  more  readily  on  one 
part  of  the  body  than  another,  when  they  are  all  in  fimilar  circumftances . 
That  fome  parts  therefore  are  more  readily  affedled  by  it  than  others,  owing 
to  circumftances  which  are  no  part  of  the  animal  principle,  nor  of  the 
poifon ;  and  alfo  that  fome  parts  of  the  body  have  a  greater  tendency  to  be 
irritated  by  it  than  others,  mufl  be  allowed. 

The  parts  that  are  affefted  by  this  form  of  the  difeafe  when  in  its  early 
flage  or  appearance,  which  I  have  called  firft  in  order,  are  the  fkin,  tonfils, 
nofe,  throat,  infide  of  the  mouth,  and  fometimes  the  tongue.*  When  in 
its  later  ftate,  the  periofteum,  fafcias,  and  bones  come  into  adlion,  and  thefe 
I  c^W  fecond  m  07'der  of  parts.  Perhaps  the  bones  come  into  aftion  from 
the  membrane  being  affedted. 

That  we  may  be  able  to  account  in  fome  meafure  for  thefe  fimilar  effeds 
as  to  time  in  diffimilar  parts,  fuch  as  the  fkin  and  the  tonlils,  two  very  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  parts,  let  us  confider  in  what  circumflance  they  agree,  and 
why  they  are  more  fufceptible  of  this  irritation  than  thofe  parts  that  prob- 
ably are  naturally  as  much  fo,  although  they  do  not  receive  it  fo  readily, 
fuch  as  the  periofteum,  fafciae,  and  bones. 

The  moft  remarkable  circumilance  perhaps  to  which  the  external  furface 
is  expofed,  and  to  which  the  internal  is  not,  is  cold,  or  a  fucceffion  of  dif- 
ferent degrees  of  cold.    For  we  may  obferve  in  general,  that  the  atmofphere 

*  The  tongue  is  very  fubject  to  have  ulcers  formed  on  it,  efpecially  on  its  edges.  They  are 
feldom  very  large,  nor  are  they  often  either  very  foul  or  have  a  hard  bafis  :  thefe  are  commonly 
fuppofed  to  be  venereal ;  but  I  believe  they  feldom  are.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  am,  or  not, 
acquainted  with  the  diflinguifliing  marks.  I  never  faw  but  one  that  I  fufpeded  to  be  either  ve- 
nereal or  cancerous  from  its  foul  look  and  its  hard  bafis.  It  gave  way  readily  to  mercury,  there- 
fore I  fuppofed  it  to  be  venereal. 
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in  which  we  live  is  colder  than  the  human  body*  in  Its  ufual  temperature, 
therefore  the  iTcin,  &c.  is  continually  expofed  to  a  cold  greater  than  what 
the  internal  parts  are ;  and  we  find  that  all  thofe  parts  which  are  moft  ex- 
pofed to  this,  admit  of  being  much  more  eafily  affedted,  or  come  more 
readily  into  adion  in  this  difeafe  than  the  others. 

It  is  certain  that  cold  has  very  powerful  eiTeds  on  the  animal  oeconomy. 
It  would  at  leaft  appear  to  have  great  powers  of  difpofnig  the  body  for  re- 
ceiving the  venereal  irritation,  and  going  readily  on  with  it. 

From  this  idea  we  may  account  for  feveral  circumftances  refpedling  this 
difeafe,    as  the  mouth,  nofe  and  fkin  being  the  moft  frequently  afFedled, 
fmce  they  are  rendered  n:oft  fufceptible  of  it  from  the  caufes  before- men- 
tioned, and  for  the  fame  reafon  come  very  readily  into  adion.     If  this  be 
a  true  folution,  it  alfo  accounts  for  thofe  fecond  in  order  being  affefted  ; 
for  if  the  poifon  has  contaminated  parts  which  are  both  firft  in  order  of 
fufceptibility  and  time  of  coming  into  adlion,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that 
thofe  parts  which  are  moft  predifpofed,  as  the  external  furfaces,  ihall  come 
firft  into  adion  ;  the  parts  expofed  to  cold,  in  the  next  degree,  forming  the 
fecond  in  order,  come  next  into  adlion,  fuch  as  bones,  periofteum,  &c.  but  evea 
in  them  it  is  not  in  every  bone  alike,  or  every  part  alike  of  any  one  bone  ;  for 
it  appears  firft  in  thofe  that  are  in  fome  meafure  within  the  power  of  being  af- 
fedted  by  fympathy  from  application  of  cold  to  the  llcin  :  we  find  that  when 
the  deeper  feated  parts,  or  the  parts  fecond  in  order  come  into  adtion,  fuch  as 
the  periofteum  or  bones,  it  is  firft  in  thefe  that  are  neareft  the  external  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  fuch  as  the  periofteum  or  bones  of  the  head,  the  tibia^ 
ulna,  bones  of  the  nofe,  &c.  nor  does  it  afFedt  thefe  bones  on  all  fides 
equally,  but  firft  on  that  fide  next  the  external  furface.    However,  it  would 
appear  that  in  the  bones  there  is  another  caufe  befides  the  vicifiltudes  of 
weather,  why  this  difeafe  fliould  attack  them  j  for  the  periofteum  of  bones, 
or  bones  themfelves,  are  not  liable  to  be  difeafed  on  all  parts  in  proportion 

*  It  is  to  be  underftood,  that  this  cannot  hold  good  as  an  univerfal  principle ;  it  can  only  take 
place  in  the  temperate  and  frigid  zone ;  for  in  tne  torrid  the  heat  of  the  furrounding  atmofjjhere 
is  fometimes  greater  than  that  of  the  human  body. 

to 
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to  the  difTiance  from  the  flcin,  the  periofteum  which  covers  the  ankles,  or 
many  of  the  joints  being  as  near  the  external  furface  as  many  other  parts 
of  the  periofleum  or  bones  that  are  afFefted.  The  nature  of  the  bones 
themfelves,  which  are  covered  by  that  periofleum,  are  fomewhat  different ; 
they  are  fofter  in  their  texture,  therefore  they  would  feem  to  be  affefted  in 
proportion  to  their  nearnefs  to  the  fkin  and  hardnefs  of  the  bones  jointly  j 
which  would  incline  us  to  believe,  that  the  bones  are  more  eafily  afFefted, 
and  rather  have  fome  influence  upon  the  periofleum  in  this  difeafe,  than  the 
periofleum  upon  them ;  and  this  fufceptibility  in  the  hard  bones  would  ap- 
pear to  be  in  proportion  to  their  quantity  of  earth  and  expofure  to  cold 
combined. 

It  may  be  objected  to  this  theory,  that  the  fore-part  of  the  tibia,  &c. 
cannot  be  really  colder  than  the  back-part  y  but  then  it  may  be  fuppofed, 
that  it  is  not  neceffary  that  the  part  fhould  be  adlually  cold,  but  only  within 
the  power  of  fympathy..  For  a  part  that  is  not  adtually  cold  is  capable  of 
being  affefted  from  its  lympathifing  with  a  cold  part  in  the  fame  manner 
as  if  actually  cold  ;  although  perhaps  not  in  fo  great  a  degree,  and  therefore 
requires  a  longer  time  to  come  into  aftion  than  if  it  were  actually  cold.  We 
find,  for  example,  that  when  the  fkin  is  actually  cold,  the  mufcles  under- 
neath are  thrown  into  alternate  aition,  fo  that  we  tremble,  or  our  teeth 
chatter  with  cold,  and  yet  it  is  pofhble  that  thefe  mufcles  may  not  be 
colder  at  this  time  than  any  other ;  although  it  is  moft  probable  that  they 
are  really  colder,*  which  will  affifl  the  power  of  fympathy.  So  far  as  cold 
can  affedl  the  actions  of  parts,  fo  far  alfo  will  the  fympathiling  part  be  af- 
fefted  in  proportion  as  it  is  nearer  to  the  parts  adlually  cold  j  therefore  the 
deeper  feated  parts  in  the  venereal  difeafe  are  later  in  coming  into  aifion. 

The  acftual  cold  parts  come  firfl  into  action,  then  thofe  that  are  lefs  fo, 
and  next  thofe  that  are  nearefl  in  fympathy,  and  fo  on,  except  the  parts  iirfl 
in  order  of  fufceptibility  have  been  only  partially  cured,  and  then  their  re- 
currence may  correfpond  with  the  adlion  of  thofe  that  are  fecond  in  order 
of  fufceptibility,  and  all  the  parts  will  come  into  adion  together.  What 
would  feem  to  flrengthen  this  opinion  is,  the  different  effedls  that  arife  from 

*  See  Philofophical  Traufadions,  vol.  68,  part  I,  page  7. 

different 
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different  climates :  in  warm  climates  the  difeafe  feldom  or  ever  arifes  to  fuch 
a  height  as  in  cold  climates ;  it  is  more  flow  in  its  progrefs,  and  much  more 
eafy  to  cure,  at  leail  if  we  may  give  credit  to  tlie  accounts  we  have  received 
of  the  difeafe  in  fuch  climates. 

Whether  the  difference  in  the  time  of  appearance  between  the  fuperficial 
and  deeper  feated  parts  in  warm  climates  is  the  fame  as  in  cold  ones,  I  do 
not  know  j  but  from  the  above  theory  it  fliquld  not  be  fo  great  in  the  warm 
as  in  the  cold  climates. 

Befides  the  caufes  already  mentioned,  it  would  appear  that  there  are 
others  by  which  the  lues  venerea  may  be  brought  fooner  into  adtion  than  it 
otlierways  would  be  if  left  entirely  to  the  nature  of  the  conftitution  ;  for  I 
think  I  have  {cen  cafes  where  fever  has  brought  it  into  adlion  when  the  dif- 
polition  had  been  previoufly  formed.  Like  moil:  other  difeafes  to  which 
there  is  a  fufceptibility  or  difpofition,  we  find  that  any  disturbance  in  the 
conflitution  fliall  call  it  forth :  fcrofula,  gout,  and  rheumatifm  are  often 
called  forth  in  this  way. 

Having  faid  that  the  deeper  feated  parts  of  the  body  come  into  adlion  later 
than  thofe  that  are  fuperficial,  I  fhall  now  obferve,  that  when  the  lues  vene- 
rea has  been  cured  fo  far  as  only  to  remove  the  firfi:  adions,  but  not  to 
eradicate  the  difpofition  in  the  deeper  feated  parts,  as  has  been  explained, 
.  under  fuch  circumftances  of  the  difeafe  it  never  attacks  again  the  external, 
or  the  parts  that  were  firft  affefted,  but  only  the  deeper  feated  parts  which 
are  fecond  in  order  of  time.  The  reafon  is,  that  the  deeper  feated  parts 
had  not  been  affedled  at  the  time  of  the  cure  of  the  firfl.  The  following 
cafes,  felefted  from  a  great  number  of  fimilar  ones,  will  illuftrate  the  doc- 
trines we  have  laid  down. 

In  January  178 1,  A.  B.  had  connection  with  a  woman,  and  two  days 
after  perceived  an  itching  in  the  glans  :  at  the  end  of  four  days  he  found 
chancres  upon  the  prepuce.  He  took  about  tv/enty  grains  of  calomel,  and 
and  then  applied  to  a  furgeon,  under  whofe  care  he  remained  three  months, 
that  is,  till  April.  He  thought  himfelf  nearly  well,  and  went  into  the 
country,  taking  a  few  pills  with  him,  and  at  the  end  of  another  month 
believed  hitnfelf  perfedlly  cured.  Three  months  after,  that  is  in  Auguft, 
he  caught  cold,   and  had  confidei'able  fever,  for  which  James's  powders 

were 
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were  given.  Soon  after  this,  fpots  of  a  copper  colour  appeared  upon  his 
legs,  and  he  had  violent  pains  in  his  fhin  bones.  By  the  order  of  a  country 
fargeon,  he  rubbed  in  about  an  ounce  of  mercurial  ointment,  and  had  a 
flight  fpitting ;  the  pain  ceafed,  the  fpots  difappeared,  and  in  a  month  he 
again  conceived  himfelf  to  be  well.  This  was  in  Oftober  1781.  In  June 
1782,  he  had  the  influenza:  about  a  fortnight  afterwards  his  left  eye  in- 
flamed, and  he  had  a  pain  in  the  head,  and  a  noife  in  his  ears.  Five  days 
afterwards  his  throat  became  fore.  Three  weeks  after  the  inflammation  of 
his  eye,  feveral  pifl:ules  made  their  appearance  near  the  anus.  Thefe  fymp- 
toms  remained  till  the  2 id  of  Augufl:,  when  he  came  into  St.  George's 
Hofpital.  He  rubbed  in  ftrong  mercurial  ointment  till  his  mouth  became 
fore  ;  he  fweated  very  much  ;  the  pain  in  his  head  remained,  bat  the  com- 
plaint in  his  eye,  and  about  the  anus,  together  with  the  fore  throat,  were 
totally  removed. 

It  appears  that,  in  this  cafe,  fome  additional  power  was  required  to  dif- 
pofe  the  body  more  readily  to  exhibit  venereal  fymptoms.  That  cold  has  a 
flrong  power  of  this  kind  we  have  allowed,  which  appears  in  this  cafe  to 
have  been  the  firfl:  immediate  caufe ;  but  a  fever  feems  to  have  been  equally 
efFedlual  in  producing  the  fecond  return  of  the  fymptoms. 

Here  was  the  venereal  difpofition  in  the  confl:itution  from  April  1781,  the 
time  he  was  cured  of  the  local  complaint,  till  June  1782,  fourteen  months 
after ;  and  then  it  reappeared  eleven  months  after  that,  which  periods  might 
have  been  longer,  if  it  had  not  been  called  forth  by  the  two  circumft:ances 
of  cold  and  fever. 

Let  us  confider  how  far  this  cafe  correfponds  with  the  opinion  of  the 
aftion  being  eafier  of  cure  than  the  difpofition.  The  firfl:  adlion,  that  is, 
the  chancres,  were  perfedly  cured  by  the  quantity  of  mercury  he  took  at 
firfl,  for  they  never  recurred  j  but  the  venereal  matter  had  produced  the 
difpofition  in  the  conftitution,  which  was  not  cured  by  the  fame  quantity  of" 
mercury,  for  blotches  appeared  three  months  after ;  but  all  the  parts  that 
had  taken  on  the  difpofition  at  that  time  had  not  then  come  into  adlion  ; 
therefore  only  the  parts  which  had  come  into  adlion  were  cured  by  the  fe- 
cond courfe  of  mercury ;  and  the  other  parts  which  had  not  yet  taken  on 
the  adion,  went  on  with  the  difpofition  till  tlie  influenza  (^^'hich  happened 

eleven 
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ekven  months  after)  brought  them  into  adlion.  The  firft  clafs  of  pocky 
appearances  were  pcrfeftly  cured  by  the  fccond  courfe  of  mercury,  as  the 
local  had  been  cured  by  the  firfi: ;  for  they  never  reappeared,  not  even  with 
the  fecond.  The  fecond  fet  of  pocky  fyniptoms,  we  have  obferved,  ap- 
peared to  be  perfectly  cured  by  the  third  courfe  of  mercury.  liow  far  there 
may  be  a  third  fet  of  pocky  fymptoms  to  come  forth,  time  can  only  tell. 

This  c:\ic  further  proves,  that  fometimes  the  fecond  fet  of  fymptoms 
appear  firll,  and  the  firft  fecond ;  and  alfo  fliows  the  difference  in  times  be- 
tween the  firft  pocky  appearances  after  the  healing  of  the  local,  and  betweea 
the  fecond  appearance  of  the  fymptoms  after  the  healing  of  the  firffc. 

A  gentleman  had  a  chancre  in  May  1781  :  in  the  fame  month  of  the 
next  year,  1782,  he  had  a  gonorrhoea;  and,  in  May  1783,  he  had  a  fore 
throat.  He  had  no  connection  with  any  woman  from  September  1782,  till 
May  1783,  which  was  about  a  fortnight  before  his  throat  became  fore,  and 
had  had  no  immediate  local  complaints. 

When  I  faw  the  throat  firft,  I  faid  it  was  not  venereal ;  and  he  being 
rather  of  an  hedic  habit,  was  defired  to  go  to  Brillol.  When  at  Briftol, 
an  ulcer  appeared  at  the  root  of  the  uvula,  which  made  him  immediately 
come  back  to  London.  When  I  faw  this  ulcer  I  faid  it  was  venereal.  He 
now  went  through  what  I  fuppcfed  was  a  fufficient  courfe  of  mercury,  and 
all  the  venereal  fypmtoms  appeared  to  be  cured.*  He  went  into  the  coun- 
try about  the  month  of  Auguft ;  and  about  the  beginning  of  January  1784, 
viz.  four  months  after  the  fuppofed  cure,  he  felt  a  pain,  together  with  a 
fwelling,  in  his  fhin  bones,  for  which  he  went  through  a  courfe  of  mercury 
which  removed  both  the  pain  and  the  fwelling. 

In  this  cafe  we  have  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  difpofitlon  had  taken 
place  in  the  bones,  or  their  coverings,  from  the  fame  caufe  that  affefted  the 
uvula  ;  but  the  uvula  fuffered  firft,  being  of  the  firft  order  of  parts.  Whe- 
ther this  was  really  the  cafe  or  not,  we  muft  allow  that  in  the  parts  fe- 
cond in  order,  the  difpofition,  and  not  the  aftion,  did  exilt  at  the  time 
when  the  difeafe  in  the  uvula  came  into  adlion,  as  alfo  at  the  time  when  he 

*  I  may  remark  here,  that  only  the  venereal  ulcer  got  well  by  the  mercury,  for  the  former 
excoriation  of  the  throat  continued,  but  was  afterwards  cured  by  bark  and  farfaparilla. 

went 
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went  through  a  conrfe  of  mercury  fufficient  to  cure  the  uvula ;  we  muft 
alio  allow  that  the  difpofition  was  not  removed  by  the  quantity  of  mercuiy 
which  was  capable  of  removing  the  difeafe  in  the  uvula.  From  all  which 
I  would  draw  the  following  inferences  in  confirmation  of  the  preceding  doc- 
trine  :  firft,  that  the  parts  about  the  throat  are  capable  of  affuming  the 
adtion  fooner  than  the  bones.  Secondly,  it  is  probable  that  mercurj'  can 
cure  the  adlion  only,  and  not  the  difpofition  ;  and  thirdly,  that  the  venereal 
pus  is  not  prefent  in  the  circulation  while  the  fecondary  aftions  take  place ; 
for  if  it  were,  the  parts  firft  in  order  would  ftand  an  equal  chance  of  being 
again  contaminated,  and  of  coming  into  adlion  a  fecond  time ;  fuppofing 
the  venereal  matter  ftill  to  exift  in  the  conftitution  after  the  parts  firft  thrown 
into  acftion  are  abfolutely  cured,  fo  as  to  contaminate  the  parts  that  are  fe- 
cond in  order  of  adlion,  we  fliould  certainly  have  the  parts  firft  in  order 
take  on  the  difeafe  a  fecond  and  even  a  third  time,  and  fo  on,  while  the 
fecond  or  third  in  order  would  be  going  on  and  only  coming  into  their  firft 
adtion  ;  and  therefore  we  might  have  thofe  that  are  firft  in  order,  and  thofe 
that  are  fecond  in  order,  in  adlion  at  the  fame  time.  This  might  be  carried 
ftill  further,  for  as  it  is  poffible  for  the  parts  firft  in  order  of  fufceptibility 
to  have  the  difeafe  a  fecond  time,  while  the  parts  fecond  in  order  are  under 
the  influence  of  the  firft  infedtion,  thofe  firft  in  order  may  be  contaminated, 
a  fecond  time  from  a  new  or  frefli  infeftion  ;  which  would  be  a  lues  venerea 
upon  a  lues  venerea,  a  cafe  which  certainly  may  happen.  If  the  matter 
does  really  continue  in  the  conftitution,  it  would  be  natural  to  fuppofe  that 
the  parts  moft  eafily  afi:eded  by  it  would  remain  fo  long  as  the  poifon  re- 
mained. It  may  indeed  be  alledged,  that  parts  which  have  already  been 
accuftomed  to  this  irritation  and  cured,  are  rendered  by  that  means  lefs 
fufceptible  of  it. 

If  the  poifon  were  ftill  capable  of  circulating  after  its  vifible  effedls  were 
cured,  then  mercury  given  in  the  time  of  a  chancre  can  be  of  little  fervice, 
as  it  can  only  affift  in  the  cure  of  the  chancre,  but  cannot  preferve  the  con- 
ftitution from  infediion,  which  does  not  agree  with  experience  j  for  pradtice 
informs  us,  that  not  one  in  fifty  would  efcape  the  lues  venerea  if  the  chan- 
cre were  only  cured  locally  ;  fo  that  mercury  has  the  power  of  preventing, 

S  s  a  difpofition 
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a  difpofition  from  forming,  and  therefore  is  necefifary  to  be  given  while  ^ye 
luppofe  abforption  going  on,  or  while  there  is  matter  that  may  be  abforbed. 

Mercury,  prior  to  the  aftion,  will  not  remove  the  difpofition,  and  of 
courfe  will  Jiot  hinder  the  action  coming  on  afterwards  j  however,  it  is  pof- 
fiblc,  and  moll:  probable,  that  the  medicine  while  it  is  prefent  will  hinder 
the  adtion  taking  place  j  fo  that  no  venereal  complaints  will  take  place 
under  the  courfe  of  mercury,  although  the  parts  may  be  contaminated. 

This. is  not  peculiar  to  the  venereal  difeafe,  but  common  to  many  others^ 
and  in  feme  it  may  be  reverfed,  for  there  are  difeafes  whofe  difpofition  can 
be  cured,  and  therefore  the  adtion  prevented  by  fuch  medicines  as  would 
rather  increafe  the  aftion  if  given  in  the  time  of  it. 

The  parts  firll  affefted  are  more  eafily  cured,  according  to  our  prefent 
method,  than  the  parts  fecond  in  order.  A  part  once  pcrfedly  cured  is 
never  irritated  again  by  the  fame  ftock  of  infedlion,  though  probably  fome 
other  parts  in  the  conftitution  are  flill  under  the  venereal  irritation.  If  the 
fails  ftated  be  juft,  the  circumflance  of  the  difeafe  appearing  to  leave  the 
parts  firft  attacked,  and  attacking  the  fecondary  parts,  is  eafily  accounted 
for.'  It  is  no  more  than  the  firft  parts  being  cured  while  the  fecondary  are 
not,  and  of  courfe  going  on  with  the  difeafe,  the  firft  remaining  well. 
•  If  this  mode  of  accounting  for  thefe  circumftances  be  juft,  it  proves  two 
things  J  firft,  a  former  affertion,  that  this  difeafe,  in  the  form  of  lues  vene- 
rea, has  not  the  power  of  contaminating  parts,  not  already  under  its  influ- 
ence, even  in  the  fame  conftitution  ;  fecondly,  that  the  venereal  pbifon  is 
not  circulating  in  the  blood  all  the  time  the  difeafe  is  going  on  in  the  con- 
ftitution ;  fo  that  moft  probably  the  poifon  only  irritates  when  juft  abforbed, 
and  is  foon  expelled  or  thrown  out  in  fome  of  the  feci*etions. 

The  above  account  of  the  lues  venerea  may  be  reduced  to  the  following 
heads. 

Firft,  that  moft  parts,  if  not  all,  that  are  affedled  in  the  lues  venerea, 
are  atfeded  with  the  venereal  irritation  at  the  fame  time. 

Secondly,  the  parts  expofed  to  cold  are  the  firft  that  admit  the  venereal 
adlion ;  then  the  deeper  feated  parts,  according  to  their  fufceptibility  for 
fuch  adlion. 

Thijrdlvi 
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Thirdly,  the  venereal  difpofition,  when  once  formed  in  a  part,  mufl  ne- 
ceflarily  go  on  to  form  the  venereal  a(flion. 

Fourthly,  that  all  parts  of  the  body,  under  fuch  difpofition,  do  not  run 
into  action  equally  faft,  fome  requiring  fix  or  eight  weeks,  others  as  many 
months. 

Fifthly,  in  the  parts,  that  come  firft  into  action,  the  difeafe  goes  on  in- 
creafing  without  wearing  itfelf  out,  while  thofe  that  are  fecond  in  time 
follow  the  fame  courfe. 

Sixthly,  mercury  hinders  a  difpofition  from  forming,  or  in  other  words, 
prevents  contamination. 

Seventhly,  mercuiy  does  not  deflroy  a  difpofition  already  formed. 

Eightly,  mercury  hinders  the  adion  from  taking  place  although  the  dif- 
pofition be  formed ; 

Ninthly,  mercury  cures  the  a6lion. 

Thefe  principles  being  efiiabhfhed,  the  fadts  refpedling  the  cure  are  eafily 
accounted  for. 


S  8  2  CHAPTER 
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OF  THE  SYMPTOMS  OF  THE  LUES  VENEREA. 

WHEN  the  venereal  matter  has  affefted  the  conftitution  ia  any  of 
the  ways  before-mentioned,  it  has  the  whole  body  to  work  upon, 
and  fhows  itfelf  in  a  variety  of  fliapes ;  many  of  v/hich  putting  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  different  difeafe,  we  are  often  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
preceding  hiflory  of  the  cafe,  before  we  can  form  any  judgment  of  it.  Prob- 
ably the  varieties  in  the  appearances  may  be  referred  to  the  three  following 
circumftances ;  the  different  kinds  of  conflitutions ;  the  different  kinds  of 
folids  affected;  and  the  different  difpofitions  which  the  folids  are  in  at  the 
time  :  for  I  can  eafily  conceive,  that  a  peculiarity  of  conflitution  may  make 
a  very  material  difference  in  the  appearance  of  the  fame  fpecific  complaint; 
and  I  am  certain,  that  the  folids,  according  to  their  different  natures,  pro- 
duce a  very  different  appearance  when  attacked  with  this  difeafe  ;  and  I  can 
alfo  eafily  conceive,  that  a  different  difpofition,  from  the  common,  in  the 
folids  at  the  time,  may  make  a  confiderable  difference  in  the  appearances. 
The  difference  of  conflitution,  and  of  the  fame  parts  at  different  times, 
may  have  confiderable  effefts  in  the  difeafe  with  refpedt  to  its  appearing 
fooner,  or  later.  This  I  am  certain  of,  that  the  different  parts  of  the  body 
produce  a  very  confiderable  difference  in  the  times  of  appearance  of  this  dif- 
eafe. Tliat  it  appears  much  fooner  in  fome  parts  than  in  others,  is  beft 
feen  where  different  parts  are  affeded  in  the  fame  perfon  ;  for  I  have  already 
endeavoured  to  fliow  that  it  is  mo  ft  probable  that  all  the  parts  affJ^5led  are 
contaminated  nearly  at  the  fame  time.  This  difference  in  the  times  is  either 
owing  to  fome  parts  being  naturally  put  into  aiftion  more  eaiily  by  the  poi- 
fon  than  others,  or  they  are  naturally  more  adtive  in  themfelves,  and  there- 
fore probably  will  admit  more  quickly  the  atlion  of  every  difeafe  that  is 
capable  of  affeding  them. 

Whea 
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When  on  the  general  hiftory  of  the  lues  venerea,  I  divided  the  parts  into 
two  orders,  according  to  the  time  of  their  appearance  ;  I  alfo  obferved  that 
the  firft  were  commonly  the  external  parts,  as  the  fkin,  nofe,  tonfils  ;  and 
that  the  fecond  were  more  internal,  as  the  bones,  periofteum,  fafci^,  and 
tendons. 

The  time,  neceffary  for  its  appearance,  or  for  producing  its  local  effects 
in  the  feveral  parts  of  the  body,  mofl  readily  affedled,  after  it  has  got  into 
the  conflitution  is  uncertain  ;  but  in  general  it  is  about  fix  weeks  ;  in  many 
cafes,  however,  it  is  much  later,  and  in  others  much  fooner.  In  fome 
cafes  it  appears  to  produce  its  local  eifedls  within  a  fortnight  after  the  pof- 
fibility  of  the  abforption  of  the  matter.  In  one  cafe  a  gentleman  had  a 
chancre,  and  a  fwelling  in  the  groin  came  on,  and  within  the  before-men- 
tioned time  he  had  venereal  eruptions  all  over  the  body.  He  could  not 
impute  this  to  any  former  complaint,  yet  there  is  a  poffibility  of  its  having 
arifen  from  the  firfl;  mode  of  catching  the  difeafe,  by  fimple  contadl,  at  the 
time  he  got  the  local  or  chancre,  which  might  extend  the  time  to  a  week 
or  more,  although  this  is  not  probable.  In  another  cafe,  three  weeks  after 
the  healing  of  a  chancre,  eruptions  broke  out  all  over  the  body,  and  this 
happened  only  a  fortnight  after  leaving  oif  the  courfe  of  mercury  that  cured 
the  chancre.  The  eifefts  on  other  parts  of  the  body,  that  are  lefs  fufcepti- 
ble  of  this  irritation,  or  are  flower  in  their  adion,  are  of  courfe  much  later 
in  appearing;  and  in  thofe  cafes  where  both  orders  of  parts  are  contaminated, 
it  is  in  general  not  till  after  the  firfl  has  made  its  appearance  for  a  confi- 
derable  time,  and  even  perhaps  after  it  has  been  cured  ;  for  while  the  parts 
firfl  in  order  of  aftion  were  contaminated  and  under  cui'e,  the  fecond  in 
order  are  only  in  a  ftate  of  contamination,  and  go  on  with  the  difeafe  after- 
wards, although  it  may  never  again  appear  in  the  firfl. 

From  this  circumfcance  of  the  parts,  fecond  in  order,  coming  later  into 
adion,  we  can  plainly  fee  the  reafon.  why  it  fliall  appear  in  them,  although 
the  firft  in  order  may  have  been  cured ;  for  if  the  external  parts,  or  firfl  in 
order,  have  been  cured,  and  the  internal,  or  fecond,  fuch  as  the  tendons, 
bones,  periofleum,  &c.  have  not  been  cured,  then  it  becomes  confined 
folely  to  thefe  parts.  The  order  of  parts  may  fometimes  be  inverted  ;  for  I 
have  feen  cafes  where  the  periofleum,  or  bone,  was  affeded  prior  to  any 

other 
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other  part  j  whether  in  tlie  lame  cafe  it  might  in  the  end  have  affeded  the 
fkin,  or  tliroat,  I  will  not  pretend  to  Iliy,  as  it  was  not  allowed  to  go  on  j 
but  it  is  pollible  that  the  fecond  order  of  parts  may  be  affected  without  the 
firll:  having  ever  been  contaminated. 

Its  effeds  on  the  deeper  feated  parts  are  not  like  thofe  produced  in  the 
external,  and  the  difference  is  fo  remarkable  as  to  give  tlie  appearance  of 
another  difeafe ;  and  a  perfon  accuflomed  to  fee  it  in  the  firft  parts  only, 
would  be  entirely  at  a  lofs  about  the  fecond. 

The  parts  which  come  firft  into  action  go  on  with  it,  probably  on  the 
fame  principle,  much  quicker  than  the  others ;  and  this  arifes  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  parts,  as  has  already  been  obferved. 

Each  fucceeding  part,  that  becomes  affefted,  is  flower  and  flower  in  its 
progrefs,  and  more  fixed  in  its  iymptoms  v>hen  produced j  this  arifes  alio 
from  the  natural  difpofition  of  fuch  parts,  all  their  adlions  being  flow,  which 
indolent  adion  may  be  aflifted  by  the  abfence  of  tlie  great  difpofing  caule, 
that  is  cold.  I  fliould,  however,  fufpeft  that  warmth  does  not  contribute 
much  to  their  indolence  of  adlion,  for  if  it  did,  it  would  aflift  in  the  cure, 
which  it  appears  not  to  do,  thefe  parts  being  as  flow  in  -  their  operations  of 
refloration  as  they  are  in  their  actions  of  difeafe.  We  may  alfo  obferve,  that 
fimilar  parts  come  fooner  into  adion,  and  appear  to  go  on  more  rapidly  with 
it,  as  they  are  nearer  the  fource  of  the  circulation.  It  appears  earlier  on  the 
face,  head,  llioulders,  and  breaft,  than  on  the  legs,  and  the  eruptions  come 
fooner  to  fuppuration  in  the  beiore-mentioned  parts.* 

The  circumftance  of  its  being  very  late  in  appearing  in  fome  parts,  when 
it  had  been  only  cured  in  its  firft  appearances,  as  mentioned,  has  made  many 
fuppofe  that  the  poifon  lurked  fomewhere  in  the  folids ;  and  others,  that  it 
kept  circulating  in  the  blood  for  years. 

It  is  not,  however,  eafy  to  determine  this  point ;  but  there  can  be  ho 
good  reafon  for  the  firft  hypothefis,  as  the  lurking  difpofition  never  takes 
place  prior  to  its  firft  appearance ;  for  inftance,  we  never  find  that  a  man  had 
a  chancre  a  twelvemonth  ago,  and  that  it  broke  out  after  in  venereal  fcurfs 
upon  the  fl<.in,  or  ulcers  in  the  throat.  The  flownefs  of  its  progrefs  is  only 
when  the  parts,  lefs  fufceptible  of  its  irritation,  have  been  aifetted  by  it. 

*  See  Introdudlion. 
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I.     OF  THE  SYMPTOMS   OF  THE   FIRST  STAGE   OF  THE 

LUES  VENEREA. 

The  firft  Symptoms  of  the  difeafe,  after  abforption,  appear  either  on  the 
fkin,  throat,  or  mouth.  Thefe  differ  from  one  another  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  parts  affe6led.  I  fhall  therefore  divide  them  into  two  kinds, 
although  there  appears  to  be  no  difference  in  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  itfelf. 

The  appearance  on  the  fkin  I  fhall  call  the  firft,  although  it  is  not  always 
the  firft  appearance ;  for  that  in  the  throat  is  often  as  early  a  fymptom  as 
any.  The  appearances  upon  the  fkin  generally  fliow  themfelves  in  every 
part  of  the  body,  no  part  being  more  fufceptible  than  another,  firft  in  difco- 
lourations,  making  the  fkin  appear  mottled,  many  of  them  difappearing, 
while  others  continue,  and  increafe  with  the  difeafe.* 

-In  others  it  will  come  on  in  diftindl  blotches,  often  not  obferved  till 
fcurfs  are  forming ;  at  other  times  they  appear  in  fmall  dilfinft  inflamma- 
tions, containing  matter  and  refembling  pimples,  but  not  fo  pyramidal,  nor 
fo  red  at  the  bafe. 

Venereal  blotches,  at  their  firft  coming  out,  are  often  attended  with  in- 
flammation, which  gives  them  a  degree  of  tranfparency,  which  I  think  is 
generally  greater  in  the  fummer  than  in  the  winter,  efpecially  if  the  patient 
be  kept  warm.  In  a  little  time  this  inflammation  difappears,  and  the  cu- 
ticle peels  off  in  the  form  of  a  fcurf.  This  fometimes  mifleads  the  patient, 
and  the  furgeon,  who  look  upon  this  dying  away  of  the  inflammation  as 
a  decay  of  the  difeafe,  till  a  fucceflion  of  fcurfs  undeceives  them. 

Thefe  difcolourations  of  the  cuticle  arife  from  the  venereal  irritation,  and 
are  feldom  to  be  reckoned  a  true  inflammation,  for  they  feldom  have  any 
of  its  charafteriftics,  fuch  as  tumefadtion  and  pain  ;  but  this  is  true  only  on 
thofe  parts  moft  expofed  j.  for  in  parts  well  covered,  and  in  parts  conftantly 
in  contact  with  other  parts  there  is  more  of  the  true  inflammatory  appear- 
ance, efpecially  about  the  anus. 

*  This  is  not  peculiar  to  this  difeafe,  it  often  takes  place  in  the  fmallpox. 

The 
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The  appearance  of  the  parts  themfclves  next  begins  to  alter,  formino-  a 
copper  coloured  dry  inelaftic  cuticle,  called  a  fcurf  ^  this  is  thrown  off,  and 
new  ones  are  formed.  Thefe  appearances  fpread  to  the  breadth  of  a  fix- 
pence  or  Hiilling,  but  feldom  broader,  at  leaft  for  a  confiderable  time,  every 
fucceeding  fcurf  becoming  thicker  and  thicker,  till  at  lafl:  it  becomes  a  com- 
mon fcab,  and  the  difpofition  for  the  formation  of  matter  takes  place  in  the 
cutis  under  the  fcab,  fo  that  at  lafl  it  turns  out  a  true  ulcer ;  in  which 
flate  it  commonly  fp^ads,  although  but  flowly. 

Thefe  appearances  arife  firfl  from  the  gradual  lofs  of  the  true  found  cuti- 
cle ;  the  difeafed  cutis  having  loft  the  difpofition  to  form  one ;  and,  as  a 
kind  of  fubflitute  for  this  want  of  cuticle,  an  exudation  takes  place,  forming 
a  fcale,  and  afterwards  becoming  thicker,  and  the  matter  acquiring  more 
confiflence,  it  at  lafl  forms  a  fcab;  but  before  it  has  arrived  at  this  flage,  the 
cutis  has  given  way,  and  ulcerated,  after  which  the  difcharge  becomes  more 
of  a  true  pus.  When  it  attacks  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  the  foles  of  the 
feet,  where  the  cuticle  is  thick,  a  feparation  of  the  cuticle  takes  place,  and 
it  peels  off,  a  new  one  is  immediately  formed,  which  alio  feparates,  lb  that 
a  feries  of  new  cuticles  takes  place  from  its  not  fo  readily  forming  fcurfs  as 
on  the  common  fkin.  If  the  difeafe  is  confined  to  thofe  parts,  it  becomes 
more  difficult  to  determine  whether  or  not  it  be  venereal ;  for  moft  difeafes 
of  the  cutis  of  thefe  parts  produce  a  feparation  of  the  cuticle  attended  with 
the  fame  appearances  in  all,  and  having  nothing  charadlerillic  of  the  vene- 
real difeafe. 

Such  appearances  are  peculiar  to  that  part  of  the  common  fkin  of  the 
body  which  is  ufually  expofed  ;  but  when  the  fkin  is  oppofed  by  another 
fkin  which  keeps  it  in  fome  degree  more  moifl,  as  between  the  nates,  about 
the  anus,  or  between  the  fcrotum  and  the  thigh,  or  in  the  angle  between 
the  two  thighs,  or  upon  the  prolabium  of  the  mouth,  and  in  the  arm-pits, 
the  eruptions  never  acquire  the  above-defcribed  appearances,  and  infleadof 
fcurfs  and  fcabs  we  have  the  fkin  elevated,  or,  as  it  were,  tumefied  by  the 
extravafated  lymph  into  a  white,  foft,  moifl,  flat  furface,  which  difcharges 
a  white  matter.  This  may  perhaps  arife  from  there  being  more  warmth, 
more  perfpiration,  and  lefs  evaporation,  as  well  as  from  the  fkin  being  thin- 
ner in  fuch  places.     Wliat  ftrengthens  this  idea  flill  more  is,  that  in  many 

venereal 
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venereal  patients  I  have  feen  an  approach  towards  fuch  appearances  on  the 
common  (kin  of  the  body  ^  but  this  has  been  on  fuch  parts  as  were  covered 
with  the  cloaths ;  for  on  thofe  parts  of  the  fkin,  that  were  not  covered, 
there  was  only  the  flat  fcurf :  thefe,  however,  were  redder  than  the  above- 
defcribed  appearances,  but  hardly  fo  high. 

How  far  this  is  peculiar  to  the  venereal  difeafe,  I  know  not.  It  may 
take  place  in  moft  fcurfy  eruptions  of  the  fkin.  From  a  fuppofition  of  this 
not  being  venereal,  I  have  deftroyed  them  at  the  fide  of  the  anus  v/ith  a 
cauflic,  and  the  patient  has  got  well ;  however,  from  my  idea  of  the  difeafe 
that  every  effect  from  the  conftitution  is  truly  local,  and  therefore  may  be 
cured  locally  ;  a  cure  effecfled  by  this  treatment  does  not  determine  the  que- 
flion. 

This  difeafe,  on  its  firft  appearance,  often  attacks  that  part  of  the  fingers 
upon  which  the  nail  is  formed,  making  that  furface  red  which  is  feen 
fhining  through  the  nail ;  and,  if  allowed  to  continue,  a  feparation  of  the 
nail  takes  place,  fimilar  to  the  cuticle  in  the  before-defcribed  fymptoms ; 
but  here  there  cannot  be  that  regular  fuccefTion  of  nails  as  there  is  of  cuticle. 

It  alfo  attacks  the  fuperficies  of  the  body  which  is  covered  with  hair,  pro- 
ducing a  feparation  of  the  hair.  A  prevention  of  the  growth  of  young  hair 
is  alfo  the  confequence  while  the  difeafe  lafts. 

The  fecond  part,  in  which  it  appears,  is  moft  commonly  the  throat, 
fometimes  the  mouth  and  tongue.  In  the  throat,  tonfils,  and  infide  of  the 
mouth,  the  difeafe  generally  fliows  itfelf  at  once  in  the  form  of  an  ulcer 
without  much  previous  tumefadtion,  fo  that  the  tonfils  are  not  much  en- 
larged ;  for  when  the  venereal  inflammation  attacks  thefe  parts,  it  appears 
to  be  always  upon  the  furface,  and  it  very  foon  terminates  in  an  ulcer. 

Thefe  ulcers  in  the  throat  are  to  be  carefully  difl:inguiflied  from  all  others 
of  the  fame  parts.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  this  difeafe  when  it  attacks 
the  throat,  always,  I  believe,  produces  an  ulcer ;  although  this  is  not  com- 
monly underftood  ;  for  I  have  ieen  cafes  where  no  ulceration  had  taken  place, 
called,  by  miftake,  venereal.  It  is  therefore  only  this  ulcer  that  is  to  be 
diftinguiflied  from  other  ulcers  of  thefe  parts.  This  fpecies  of  ulcer  is  ge- 
nerally tolerably  well  marked,  yet  it  is  perhaps  in  all  cafes  not  to  be  diflin- 

T  t  guillied 
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guifhed  from  others  that  attack  this  part,  for  fjinc  liave  the  appear- 
ance of  being  venereal,  and  wliat  are  really  venereal  refemble  thofe  that 
are  not.  We  have  feveral  difeafes  of  this  part  which  do  not  produce  ulce- 
ration on  tlie  furface,  one  of  which  is  common  inflammation  of  the  ton- 
fils,  which  often  fuppurates  in  the  centre,  forming  an  abfcefs,  which  burfls 
by  a  fmall  opening,  but  never  looks  like  an  ulcer  begun  upon  the  furface 
as  in  the  true  venereal;  this  cafe  is  always  attended  with  too  much  in- 
flammation, pain,  and  tumefaction  of  the  parts  to  be  venereal ;  and  if  it 
fuppurates  and  burfts,  it  fubfides  diredtly,  and  it  is  generally  attended  with 
other  inflammatory  lymptoms  in  the  conflitution. 

There  is  another  difeafe  of  thefe  parts,  which  is  an  indolent  tumefaction 
of  the  tonfils,  and  is  peculiar  to  many  people  whofe  conflitutions  have 
fomcthing  of  the  fcrofula  in  them,  producing  a  thicknefs  in  the  fpeech. 
Sometimes  the  coagulable  lymph  is  thrown  out  on  the  furface,  and  called  by 
fome  ulcers,  by  others  floughs,  and  fuch  are  often  called  putrid  fore  throats. 
Thofe  commonly  fwell  to  too  large  a  fize  for  the  venereal ;  and  this  ap- 
pearance is  eafily  diflinguiflied  from  an  ulcer  or  lofs  of  fubftance ;  however, 
where  it  is  not  plain  at  firft  fight,  it  will  be  right  to  endeavour  to  remove 
fome  of  it ;  and  if  the  furface  of  the  tonfil  is  not  ulcerated,  then  we  may  be 
fure  it  is  not  venereal.  I  have  feen  a  chink  filled  with  this,  appearing  very 
much  like  an  ulcer ;  but  upon  removing  the  coagulable  lymph,  the  tonfil 
has  appeared  perfedly  found.  I  have  feen  cafes  of  a  fwelled  tonfil  where  a 
flough  formed  in  its  centre,  and  that  flough  has  opened  a  paffage  out  for 
itfelf ;  and  when  it  has  been  as  it  were  flicking  in  this  pafl"age  it  has  ap- 
peared like  a  foul  ulcer. 

The  moft  puzzling  flage  of  the  complaint  is,  when  the  flough  is  come 
out,  for  then  it  has  moil  of  the  charadlers  of  the  venereal  ulcer ;  but  when 
I  have  feen  the  difeafe  in  its  firfl;  fliages,  I  have  always  treated  it  as  of  the 
eryfipelatous  kind,  or  as  fomething  of  the  nature  of  a  carbuncle. 

When  I  have  feen  them  in  their  fecond  ilage  only  I  have  been  apt  to 

.  fuppofe  them  venereal ;  however,  no  man  will  be  fo  rafli  as  to  pronounce 

what  a  difeafe  is  from  the  eye  only,  but  will  make  inquiries  into  all  the 

circumllances  before  he  forms  a  judgment.    If  tnere  have  been  no-preceding 

local 
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local  fymptoms  within  the  proper  date,  he  will  fulpend  his  judgment  and 
wait  a  little  to  fee  how  far  Nature  is  able  to  relieve  herfelf.  If  there  has 
been  any  preceding  fever,  it  will  be  flill  lefs  probable  that  it  is  venereal. 
Hov/ever,  I  will  not  fay  of  what  nature  fuch  cafes  are,  but  only  that  they 
are  not  venereal,  as  they  are  often  believed  to  be.  I  have  feen  a  fore 
throat  of  this  kind  miftaken  for  venereal,  and  mercury  given  till  it  afFedted 
the  mouth,  which  when  it  did,  it  brought  on  a  mortification  on  all  the 
parts  concerned  in  the  firft  difeafe.  It  would  therefore  appear  that  this 
Ipecies  of  the  fore  throat  is  aggravated  by  mercury. 

There  is  another  complaint  of  thofe  parts  which  is  often  taken  for  vene- 
real, which  is  an  ulcerous  excoriation,  where  the  ulceration  or  excoriations 
run  along  the  furface  of  the  parts,  becoming  very  broad  and  fometimes  foul, 
having  a  regular  termination,  but  never  going  deep  into  the  fubftance  of  the 
parts  as  the  venereal  ulcer  does.  There  is  no  part  of  the  infide  of  the  mouth 
exempted  from  this  ulcerous  excoriation ;  but  I  think  it  is  moft  frequent 
about  the  root  of  the  uvula,  and  fpreads  forwards  along  the  palatum  molle. 
That  fuch  are  not  venereal,  is  evident  from  their  not  giving  way  in,  general 
to  mercury ;  and  I  have  feen  them  continue  for  weeks  without  altering, 
and  a  true  venereal  ulcer  appear  upon  the  centre  of  the  excoriated  part. 

The  difference  between  the  two  is  fo  ftrong  that  there  can  be  no  miftake; 
patients  have  gone  through  a  courfe  of  mercury  which  has  perfedly  cured 
the  venereal  ulcers,  but  has  had  no  eifeft  upon  the  others,  which  have 
afterwards  been  cured  by  bark. 

The  true  venereal  ulcer  in  the  throat  is  perhaps  the  leall  liable  to  be  mif- 
taken of  any  of  the  forms  of  the  difeafe.  It  is  a  fair  lofs  of  fubftance,  part 
being  dug  out  as  it  were  from  the  body  of  the  tonfil,  with  a  determined  edge, 
and  is  commonly  very  foul,  having  thick  white  matter  adhering  to  it  like 
a  Hough,  which  cannot  be  wafhed  away. 

Ulcers  in  fuch  fituations  are  always  kept  moift,  the  matter  not  being  al- 
lowed to  dry  and  form  fcabs,  as  in  thofe  upon  the  fkin  ;  the  matter  is  car- 
ried off  the  ulcers  by  deglutition,  or  the  motion  of  the  parts,  fo  tliat  no 
fucceifion  of  fcurfs  or  fcabs  can  take  place,  as  on  the  Ikin. 

T  t  2  Their 
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Their  progrefs  is  alfo  much  more  rapid  than  on  the  common  fkin,  ul- 
ceration taking  place  very  faft. 

Like  mofl:  other  fpreadiiig  ulcers,  tliey  are  generally  very  foul,  and  for 
the  moft  part  ha\e  thickened  or  bordered  edges,  which  is  very  common  to 
venereal  or  cancerous  fores,  and  indeed  to  moft  fores  which  have  no  difpo- 
fition  to  heal,  whatever  the  fpecific  difeafe  may  be. 

When  it  attacks  the  tongue  it  fometimes  produces  a  thickening  and  hard- 
nefs  in  the  part ;  but  this  is  not  always  the  cafe,  for  it  very  often  ulcerates 
as  in  the  other  parts  of  the  mouth. 

They  are  generally  more  painful  than  thofe  of  the  fkin  ;  although  not 
fo  much  fo  as  common  fore  throats  arifmg  from  inflamed  tonfils. 

They  oblige  the  perfon  to  fpeak  thick,  or  as  if  his  tongue  was  too  large 
for  his  mouth,  with  a  fmall  degree  of  fnuffling. 

Thefe  are  the  moft  common  fymptoms  of  this  ftage  of  the  difeafe  j  but 
it  is  perhaps  impoflible  to  know  all  the  fymptoms  this  poifon  produces  when 
in  the  conftitution.  I  knew  a  gentleman  who  had  a  teafing  cough,  which 
he  imputed  to  it ;  for  it  came  on  with  the  fymptomatic  fever  and  continued 
with  it,  and  by  ufing  mercury  both  difappeared. 

There  are  inflammations  of  the  eyes  which  are  fuppofed  to  be  venereal ; 
for  after  the  ufual  remedies  againft  inflammation  have  been  tried  in  vain, 
mercury  has  been  given  on  the  fuppolition  of  the  cafe  being  venereal,  and 
fometimes  with  fuccefs,  which  lias  tended  to  eftablifh  this  opinion.  But  if 
fuch  cafes  are  venereal,  the  difeafe  is  very  different  from  what  it  is  when 
attacking  other  parts,  from  the  conftitution,  for  the  inflammation  is  more 
painful  than  in  venereal  inflammation  proceeding  from  the  conftitution ; 
and  I  have  never  feen  fuch  cafes  attended  with  ulceration,  as  in  the  mouth, 
throat,  and  tongue,  which  makes  me  doubt  much  of  their  being  venereal. 

II.  EXPERIMENTS  MADE  TO  ASCERTAIN  THE  PROGRESS 
AND  EFFECTS  OF  THE  VENEREAL  POISON. 

To  afcertain  feveral  fadls  relative  to  the  venereal  difeafe,  the  following 

experunents  were  made.     They  were  begun  in  May  1767. 

Two 
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Two  pundlures  were  made  on  the  penis  with  a  lancet  dipped  in  venereal 
matter  from  a  gonorrhcEa ;  one  pund;ure  was  on  the  glans,  the  other  on  the 
prepuce. 

This  was  on  a  Friday  ;  on  the  Sunday  following  there  was  a  teafing  itch- 
ing in  thofe  parts  which  lafled  till  the  Tuefday  following.  In  the  mean 
time,  thefe  parts  being  often  examined,  there  feemed  to  be  a  greater  rednefs 
and  moiflure  than  ufual,  which  was  imputed  to  the  parts  being  rubbed. 
Upon  the  Tuefday  morning,  the  parts  of  the  prepuce  where  the  pundiure  had 
been  made  were  redder,  thickened,  ~  and  had  formed  a  fpeck ;  by  the  Tuef- 
day following,  the  fpeck  had  increafed  and  difcharged  fome  matter,  and 
there  feemed  to  be  a  little  pouting  of  the  lips  of  the  urethra,  alfo  a  fenfation 
in  it  in  making  water,  fo  that  a  difcharge  was  expedled  from  it.  The  fpeck 
was  now  touched  with  lunar  cauilic,  and  afterwards  drelTed  with  calomel 
ointment.  On  Saturday  morning,  the  Hough  came  off;  and  it  was  again 
touched,  and  another  flough  came  off  on  the  Monday  following.  The  pre- 
ceding night  the  glans  had  itched  a  good  deal,  and  on  Tuefday  a  white 
fpeck  was  obferved  where  the  pun<Sture  had  been  made  ;  this  fpeck,  when 
examined,  was  found  to  be  a  pimple  full  of  yellowifh  matter.  This  was 
now  touched  with  the  cauftic,  and  drefled  as  the  former.  On  the  Wednef- 
day,  the  fore  on  the  prepuce  was  yellow,  and  therefore  was  again  touched 
with  cauftic.  On  the  Friday  both  floughs  came  off;  and  the  fore  on  the 
prepuce  looked  red,  and  its  bafis  not  fo  hard ;  but  on  the  Saturday  it  did 
not  look  quite  fo  well,  and  was  touched  again  ;  and,  when  that  went  off, 
it  was  allowed  to  heal,  as  alfo  the  other,  which  left  a  dent  in  the  glans. 
This  dent  on  the  glans  was  filled  up  in  fome  months,  but  for  a  confiderable 
time  it  had  a  bluilh  caft. 

Four  months  afterwards  the  chancre  on  the  prepuce  broke  out  agxiln  ; 
and  very  ftimulating  applications  were  tried  ;  but  thefe  feemed  not  to  agree 
with  it,  and  nothing  being  applied,  it  healed  up.  This  it  did  feveral  times 
afterwards,  but  always  healed  up  without  any  application  to  it.  That  on 
the  glans  never  did  break  out ;  and  herein  alfo  it  differed  from  the  other. 

While  the  fores  remained  on  the  prepuce  and  glans,  a  fwelling  took 
place  in  one  of  the  glands  of  the  right  groin.  I  had  for  fome  time  con- 
ceived an  idea  that  the  moll  effectual  way  to  put  back  a  bubo  was  to  rub  in 

merciu-y 
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mercury  on  that  leg  and  thigh,  that  thus  a  current  of  mercury  would  pafs 
through  the  inflamed  gland.  There  was  a  good  opportunity  of  making  the 
experiment.  I  Iiad  often  fucceeded  in  this  way,  but  now  wanted  to  put 
it  more  critically  to  the  teil:.*  The  fores  upon  the  penis  were  healed  before 
the  reduction  of  the  bubo  was  attempted.  A  few  days  after  beginning  the 
mercury  in  this  method,  the  gland  fubfidcd  confiderably.  It  was  then  left 
off;  for  the  intention  was  not  to  cure  it  completely  at  prefent.  The  gland 
fome  time  after  began  to  fvvell  again,  and  as  much  mercury  was  rubbed  in 
as  appeared  to  be  fufficient  for  the  entire  reduftion  of  tlie  gland ;  but  it 
was  meant  to  do  no  more  than  to  cure  the  gland  locally,  without  giving 
enough  to  prevent  the  conftitution  from  being  contaminated. 

About  two  months  after  the  laft  attack  of  the  bubo,  a  little  fharp  prick- 
ing pain  was  felt  in  one  of  the  tonfils  in  fvvallowing  any  thing  ;  and,  on 
infpedion,  a  fmall  ulcer  was  found,  which  was  allowed  to  go  on  till  the 
nature  of  it  was  afcertained,  and  then  recourfe  was  had  to  mercury.  The 
mercury  was  thrown  in  by  the  fame  leg  and  thigh  as  before,  to  fecure  the 
gland  more  effectually,  although  that  was  not  now  probably  neceflary. 

As  foon  as  the  ulcer  was  fkinned  over,  the  mercury  was  left  off",  it  not 
being  intended  to  deflroy  the  poifon,  but  to  obferve  what  parts  it  would  next 
affe<5t.  About  three  months  after,  copper  coloured  blotches  broke  out  on- 
the  ikin,  and  the  former  ulcer  returned  in  the  tonfil.  Mercury  was  now 
applied  the  fecond  time  for  thofe  effefts  of  the  poifon  from  the  conftitution, 
but  ftill  only  with  a  view  to  palliate. 

It  was  left  off"  a  fecond  time,  and  the  attention  was  given  to  mark  where 
it  would  break  out  next  •  but  it  returned  again  in  the  fame  parts.  It  not 
appearing  that  any  fiirther  knowledge  was  to  be  procured  by  only  palliating 
the  difeafe  a  fourth  time  in  the  tonfil,  and  a  third  time  in  the  fkin,  mercury 
was  now  taken  in  a  fufficient  quantity,  and  for  a  proper  time,  to  complete 
the  cure. 

The  time  the  experiments  took  up,  from  the  fir  ft  infer  tion  to  the  com- 
plete cure,  was  about  three  years. 

*  The  practice  in  i  767,  was  to  apply  a  mercurial  plafter  on  the  part,  or  to  rub  in  mercurial 
ointment  on  the  part,  which  could  hardly  adl  by  any  other  power  than  fympathy. 

The 
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The  above  cafe  Is  only  uncommon  in  the  mode  of  contradling  the  difeafe, 
and  the  particular  views  with  vi^hich  fome  parts  of  the  treatment  vi^ere  di- 
refted ;  but,  as  it  was  meant  to  prove  many  things,  which,  though  not 
uncommon,  are  yet  not  attended  to,  attention  was  paid  to  all  the  circum- 
ftances.     It  proves  many  things,  and  opens  a  field  for  further  conjedlures. 

It  proves  firft,  that  matter  from  a  gonorrhoea  will  produce  chancres. 

It  makes  it  probable  that  the  glans  does  not  admit  the  venereal  irritation 
fo  quickly  as  the  prepuce.  The  chancre,  on  the  prepuce,  inflamed  and 
fuppurated  in  fomewhat  more  than  three  days,  and  that  on  the  glans  in 
about  ten.  This  is  probably  the  reafon  why  the  glans  did  not  throw  off  its 
Houghs  fo  foon. 

It  renders  it  highly  probable,  that  to  apply  mercury  to  the  legs  and  thighs, 
is  the  beft  method  of  refolving  a  bubo ;  and  therefore  alfo  the  beft  method 
of  applying  mercury  to  affifl  in  the  cure,  even  when  the  bubo  fuppurates. 

It  alfo  ihows  that  buboes  may  be  refolved  in  this  way,  and  yet  the  con- 
ftitution  not  fafe;  and  therefore  that  more  mercury  fhould  be  thrown  in, 
efpecially  in  cafes  of  eafy  refolution,  than  what  fimply  refolves  the  bubo. 

It  fliows  that  parts  may  be  contaminated,  and  may  have  the  poifon  kept 
dormant  in  them  while  under  a  courfe  of  mercury  for  other  fymptoms,  but 
break  out  afterwards. 

It  alfo  {liows  that  the  poifon  having  originally  only  contaminated  certain 
parts,  when  not  completely  cured,  can  break  out  again  only  in  thofe  parts. 


III.  OF  THE  SYMPTOMS  OF  THE  SECOND  STAGE  OF 

THE  LUES  VENEREA. 

This  ftage  of  the  difeafe  is  not  fo  well  marked  as  the  former  ;  and,  as  it 
is  of  more  importance,  it  requires  all  our  difcernment  to  determine  what  the 
difeafe  is. 

The  parts  lefs  fufceptlble  of  this  irritation  are  luch  as  are  more  out  of  the 
way  of  the  great  exciting  caufe,  which  is  the  external  air,  as  has  been  be- 
fore related.  And  they  begin  to  take  on  the  venereal  adion  whether  it  may 
or  it  may  not  have  produced  its  local'  effedls  upon  the  external  or  expofed 

furfaces  ; 
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furfaces ;  and  they  even  go  on  with  the  adtion,  in  many  cafes,  after  thefc 
furfaces  firll  affedled  have  taken  on  the  adllon  and  have  been  cured,  as  has 
been  already  obferved.  Thefe  deeper  feated  parts  are  the  periofteum,  ten- 
dons, fafcia?,  and  ligaments ;  however,  what  the  parts  affedled  may  be 
when  the  difeafe  is  in  this  ftage,  is  not  always  certain  ;  I  have  known  it 
produce  total  deafnefs,  and  fome  of  thofe  cafes  to  end  in  fuppuration,  at- 
tended with  great  pain  in  the  ear,  and  fide  of  the  head.  Such  cafes  are 
generally  fuppofed  to  arife  from  fome  other  caufe ;  and  nothing  but  fome 
particular  circumftance  in  the  hiflory  of  the  cafe,  or  fome  fymptom  attend- 
ing it,  can  lead  the  furgeon  to  the  nature  of  the  complaint. 

When  thefe  deeper  feated  parts  become  irritated  by  this  poifon,  the  pro- 
grefs  is  more  gradual  than  in  the  firft ;  they  have  very  much  the  charadler 
of  fcrofulous  fwellings,  or  chronic  rheumatifm,  only  in  this  difeafe  the  joints 
are  not  fo  fubjedl  to  it  as  they  are  in  the  rheumatifm.  We  fliall  find  a 
fwelling  come  upon  a  bone  when  there  has  been  no  poflible  means  of  catch- 
ing the  infeftion  for  many  months,  and  it  will  be  of  fome  fize  before  it  is  > 
taken  notice  of,  from  having  given  but  little  pain.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  fliall  be  great  pain,  and  probably  no  fwelling  to  be  obferved  till  fome 
time  after.  The  fame  obfervations  are  applicable  to  the  fwelling  of  tendons, 
and  fafcias. 

As  thefe  fwellings  increafe  by  flow  degrees,  they  fliow  but  little  figns  of 
inflammation.     When  they  attack  the  periofteum,  the  fwelling  has  all  the 
appearance  of  a  fwelling  of  the  bone,  by  being  firm  and  clofely  connedled 
with  it. 

The  inflammation,  produced  in  thefe  later  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  can  hardly 
get  beyond  the  adhefive,  in  which  ftate  it  continues  growing  worfe  and 
worfe,  and,  when  matter  is  formed  it  is  not  true  pus,  but  a  flimy  matter. 
This  may  arife  in  fome  degree  from,  the  nature  of  the  parts  not  being  in 
themfelves  eafily  made  to  fuppurate ;  and,  when  they  do  fuppurate,  the  fame 
languidnefs  flill  continues,  in  fo  much  that  this  matter  is  not  capable  of 
giving  the  extraneous  ftimulus,  fo  as  to  excite  true  fuppuration  or  ulceration, 
even  after  the  conftitution  is  cleared  of  the  original  caufe,  and  then  the  dif- 
eafe is  probably  fcrofulous.  Some  nodes,  either  in  the  tendons  or  bones, 
lafl  for  years  before  they  form  any  matter  at  all ;  and  in  this  caf9  it  is  doub- 
ful  whether  they  are  venereal  or  not,  although  commonly  fuppofed  to  be  fo. 

I  have 
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I  have  already  obferved  that  the  pain  in  the  firfl  ftages  of  this  difeafe  is 
much  lefs  than  might  be  expedted,  confidering  the  efFeds  produced  by  the 
poifon.  The  difeafe  being  very  flow  and  gradual  in  its  progrefs,  its  giving 
little  pain  may  be  accounted  for.  An  ulcer  in  the  throat  caufes  no  great 
pain ;  and  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  blotches  on  the  fldn,  even  when  they 
become  large  fores. 

When  the  periofteum  and  bones  become  affefled,  the  pain  is  fometimes 
very  confiderable,  and  at  other  times  there  is  hardly  any.  It  is  not  perhaps 
eafy  to  account  for  this.  We  know  alfo  that  the  tendinous  parts,  when 
inflamed,  give  in  fome  cafes  very  confiderable  pain,  and  that  of  the  heavy' 
kind,  while  in  others  they  will  fwell  confiderably  without  giving  any  pain. 

Thefe  pains  are  commonly  periodical,  or  have  their  exacerbations,  being 
commonly  worfl:  in  the  night.  This  is  common  to  other  aches  or  pains,  efpe- 
cially  of  the  rheumatic  kind,  which  the  venereal  pains  refemble  very  much. 

When  the  pain  is  the  firfh  fymptom,  it  affords  no  diftinguifliing  mark  of 
the  difeafe,  it  is  therefore  often  taken  for  the  rheumatifm. 


IV.     OF  THE  EFFECTS  OF  THE   POISON  ON  THE    CON- 

STITUTION. 

The  poifonous  matter,  fimply  as  extraneous  matter,  produces  no  change 
whatever  upon  the  confl:itution,  and  whatever  effe^^ls  it  has  depend  wholly 
upon  its  fpecific  quality  as  a  poifon.  The  general  effefts  of  this  poifon  on 
the  confl:itution  are  fimilar  to  other  irritations,  either  local  or  conflitutional. 
It  produces  fever,  which  is  of  the  flow  kind  ;  and  when  it  continues  a  confi- 
derable time  it  produces  what  is  called  a  hedic  difpofition,  which-is  no  more 
than  an  habitual  flow  fev^er  arifingfroma  caufe  which  the  conflitution  cannot 
overcome.  While  this  exifl:s,  it  is  impofiible  that  any  thing  falutary  can  go 
on  in  fuch  a  conftitution.  The  patient  lofes  his  appetite,  or  even  if  his  appe- 
tite is  good,  lofes  his  flefli,  becomes  refl:lefs,  lofes  his  fleep,  and  looks  fallow.* 

*  This  kind  of  look,  although  arifing  entirely  from  a  harrafled  conftitution,  is  always  fuppofed 
to  be  peculiar  to  a  venereal  one.  This  idea,  however,  does  not  arife  from  the  look  only,  but  from 
the  leading  fymptoms. 

U  u  In 
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In  the  iirfl:  Itage  of  this  difeafe,  before  it  begins  to  fliow  itfelf  externally, 
the  patient  has  generally  rigors,  hot  fits,  headachs,  and  all  the  fvmptoms 
of  an  approaching  fever. 

Thefe  fyinptonis  continuing  for  fome  days,  and  often  for  weeks,  lliow  that 
there  is  fome  irritating  caufe  which  works  flowly  upon  the  conditution.  It 
is  then  fuppofed  to  be  whatever  the  invention  or  ingenuity  of  the  practitioner 
ihall  call  it ;  but  the  venereal  eruptions  or  nodes  upon  either  the  periofleum, 
bones,  tendons,  or  other  parts,  appearing,  fhow  the  caufe,  and  in  fome 
degree  carry  off  the  fymptoms  of  fever  and  relieve  the  conftitution  for  a  little 
time,  but  they  foon  recur. 

Thefe  conftitutional  complaints,  however,  are  not  always  to  be  found  ; 
the  poifon  Simulating  fo  flowly  as  hardly  to  affeifl  the  conftitution,  unlefs 
it  be  allowed  to  remain  in  it  a  Ion":  time. 

There  are  a  number  of  local  appearances,  mentioned  by  authors,  which 
I  never  faw,  fuch  as  the  fiffures  about  the  anus,  &c.  There  are  alfo  a 
number  of  difeafes,  defcribed  by  authors  as  venereal,  efpecially  by  Aftruc 
and  his  followers,  which  are  almofl:  endlefs.  The  cancer,  fcrofula,  rheuma- 
tifm,  and  gout,  have  been  confidered  as  arifmg  from  it,  which  may  be  in 
fome  meafure  true ;  but  they  are  with  them  the  difeafe  itfelf,  and  all  their 
confequences,  as  confumption,  wafting  from  want  of  nouriiliment,  jaundice, 
and  a  thoufand  other  difeafes,  which  happened  many  years  before  the  exift- 
ence  of  the  lues  venerea,  are  all  attributed  to  it. 

There  is  even  at  this  day  hardly  any  difeafe  the  practitioner  is  puzzled 
about,  but  the  venereal  comes  immediately  into  his  mind ;  and  if  this  be- 
came the  caufe  of  careful  inveftigation,  it  would  be  produdtive  of  good,  but 
with  many  the  idea  alone  fatisfies  the  mind. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER   III. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  CURE  OF 
THE  LUES  VENEREA. 

IT  has  been  obferved  before,  that  there  are  three  forms  of  the  venereal 
infedion,  gonorrhoea,  chancre,  and  the  lues  venerea,  v/hich  various 
forms  I  have  endeavoured  to  account  for.  As  they  all  three  arife  from  the 
fame  poifon,  and  as  the  two  firft  depend  only  on  a  difference  in  the  nature 
of  the  parts,  and  the  lues  venerea  on  another  circumftance  which  has  been 
explained,  it  would  be  natural  to  fuppofe  that  one  medicine,  whatever  it 
be,  would  cure  all  the  forms  of  this  difeafe.  But  we  find  from  experience, 
that  this  does  not  hold  good  j  for  one  medicine,  that  is  mercury,  cures  only 
the  chancre  and  the  lues  venerea,  and  the  gonorrhoea  is  not  in  the  leaft  af- 
fedled  by  it ;  and  what  is  ftill  more  remarkable  is,  that  the  two,  which  it 
cures,  are  in  no  refpedt  fimilar,  while  the  gonorrhoea,  which  it  does  not 
cure,  is  fimilar  in  fome  refpedis  to  the  chancre,  which  it  does  cure. 

It  may  be  remarked  in  general,  that  there  is  not  only  a  difference  in  the 
form  of  the  difeafe,  but  alfo  in  the  modes  of  cure,  and  in  the  times  necef- 
fary  for  the  cure  of  the  different  forms  of  the  dileafe,  even  when  the  fame 
medicines  cure.  The  gonorrhoea,  in  its  cure,  is  the  moffc  uncertain  of  the 
three,  the  chancre  next,  and  the  lues  venerea  the  mofl  certain,  altliough 
cured  by  the  fame  medicine  which  cures  the  chancre. 

A  gonorrha-a  in  fome  cafes  fliall  be  cured  in  fix  days,  and  in  others  re- 
quire as  many  months  ;  which,  with  regard  to  time,  is  about  the  propor- 
tion  of  thirty  to  one.  A  chancre  may  be  fometimes  cured  in  two  weeks, 
and  often  requires  as  many  months ;  which  is  in  the  proportion  of  four  to 
one.  The  lues  venerea  in  general  may  be  cured  in  one  or  two  months  ; 
which  is  only  two  to  one.  This  calculation  fliows  the  regularity  and  irre- 
gularity, as  to  time,  in  the  cure  of  each  form  of  the  difeafe. 

U  u  2  I  have 
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I  have  formerly  obfervcd,  that  indifpofitions  of  the  body  often  affedl  this 
difeafe  very  confiderably,  more  efpecially  the  gonorrhoea  and  tlie  chancre. 

When  an  increafe  of  fymptoms  takes  place  in  a  gonorrhoea,  from  an  in- 
difpofition  of  body,,  notliing  fliould  be  done  for  the  gonorrhoea,  the  indifpo- 
fition  of  body  being  only  to  be  attended  to  ;  becaufe  we  have  no  fpecific  for 
the  gonorrha'a,  and  in  time  it  cures  itfelf.  But  this  pradtice  is  perhaps  not 
to  be  followed  in  a  chancre,  or  lues  venerea.  It  may4be  neceflary  in  thofe 
to  continue  the  mercury,  although  perhaps  more  gently ;  for  the  mercury 
is  a  fpecific  that  cannot  be  difpenfed  with,  becaufe  neither  the  chancre  nor 
lues  venerea  are  cured  by  themlelves,  but  always  increafe. 

This  form  of  the  venereal  difeafe  I  have  divided  into  two  flages.  When 
in  the  parts  mofi:  fufceptible  of  the  difeafe,  which  I  have  called  the  firfl 
order  of  parts,  and  which  appear  to  be  the  fuperficies  only ;  the  lues  vene- 
rea is  perhaps  fabjedt  to  lefs  variety  than  either  the  gonorrhoea  or  chancre, 
and  its  mode  of  cure  is  of  courfe  more  uniform  ;  although  the  difeafe  be 
lefs  eafily  afcertained,  at  leaffc  for  fome  time.  In  the  fecond  order  of  parts 
the  lues  venerea  becomes  more  complicated,  and  its  cure  flill  lefs  to  be  de- 
pended upon. 

The  cure  of  this  form  is  much  more  difficultly  afcertained  than  either  of 
the  two  former,  they  being  always  local,  and  their  effefts  vifible,  become 
more  the  objedt  of  our  fenfes,  fo  that  we  are  feldom  or  ever  deceived  in  the 
cure  ;  although  at  the  fame  time  the  cure  is  often  more  tedious  and  dif- 
ficult ;  for  whenever  the  fymptoms  of  the  gonorrhoea  or  chancre  have  entirely 
difappeared,  in  general  the  patient  may  look  upon  himfelf  as  cured  of  them ; 
but  this  is  not  the  cafe  in  the  lues  venerea. 

A  lues  venerea  is  the  efFeds  of  the  poifon  having  circulated  in  the  blood 
till  it  has  irritated  parts  fo  as  to  give  them  a  venereal  difpofition,  which 
parts  fooner  or  later  affume  the  venereal  adlion,  according  to  the  order  of 
their  fufceptibility. 

When  the  venereal  matter  is  circulating,  I  have  fuppofed  that  certain 
parts  are  irritated  by  it,  and  that  a  vaft  number  of  other  parts  efcape,  as  is 
evidently  the  cafe  with  the  chancre  i  for  in  the  cafe  of  a  chancre  the  whole 
glans,  prepuce  and  (kin  of  the  penis,  have  had  the  matter  applied  to  them, 
yet  only  one  or  more  parts  are  contaminated  or  irritated  by  it,  all  tlie  others 

efcaping  ^ 
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efcaping  j  and  we  often  fee  in  the  lues  venerea,  that  when  the  parts  conta- 
minated affume  the  adlion,  it  is  confined  to  them  without  affedling  other 
parts,  although  the  difeafe  be  allowed  to  go  on  for  a  confiderable  time  with- 
'  out  any  attempt  to  a  cure ;  and  alfo,  if  thefe  parts  are  imperfedlly  cured, 
the  difeafe  returns  only  in  them;  therefore  thefe  effedrs,  although  arifing 
from  the  conftitution,  are  in  themfelves  entirely  local,  fimilar  to  the  gonor- 
rhoea and  chancre,  and  like  them  may  be  cured  locally ;  and  the  perfon 
may  flill  continue  to  have  the  lues  venerea,  although  not  in  thefe,  yet  in 
other  parts,  becaufe  there  may  be  many  other  parts  in  the  fame  body  that 
are  under  the  venereal  difpofition  although  they  may  not  yet  have  affumed 
the  venereal  aftion.  To  cure  the  local  and  vifible  effedls  of  the  difeafe  we 
muft  attack  it  through  that  medium  by  which  it  was  communicated,  that 
is,  the  blood,  without  however  confidering  the  blood  itfelf  as  difeafed,  or 
containing  the  poifon,  but  as  the  vehicle  of  our  medicine  which  will  be  car- 
ried by  it  to  every  part  of  the  body  where  the  poifon  was  carried,  and  in  its 
courfe  it  will  aft  upon  the  difeafed  folids.  This  praftice  mufl  be  continued 
fome  time  after  all  fymptoms  have  difappeared  ;  for  the  venereal  a6tion  may 
to  appearance  be  ftopped,  and  fymptoms  difappear,  and  yet  all  return  again, 
the  venereal  aftion  not  being  completely  deflroyed.  If  the  medicine  were 
alfo  a  cure  for  the  difpofition  in  the  parts  fecond  in  order,  and  could  prevent 
their  coming  into  aftion,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  continue  it  fomewhat 
longer  on  their  account ;  but  this  is  not  the  cafe,  for  the  vifible  effefts, 
fymptoms,  or  appearances,  in  the  firft  order  of  parts,  give  way  to  the  treat- 
ment, while  the  parts  that  have  only  acquired  the  difpofition,  and  are  flill 
inaftive,  afterwards  afl"ume  the  aftion  and  continue  the  difeafe.  This  de- 
ceives the  furgeon  and  leaves  the  ground-work  for  a  fecond  fet  of  local 
eftefts  in  the  parts  fecond  in  order  ;  but  I  have  aflerted,  that  what  will  cure 
an  aftion  will  not  cure  a  difpofition  ;  if  fo,  we  fliould  pufh  our  medicine  no 
further  than  the  cure  of  the  vifible  effefts  of  the  poifon,  and  allow  what- 
ever parts  may  be  contaminated  to  come  into  aftion  afterwards. 

The  parts  that  firft  affume  the  venereal  aftion  are  eafieft  of  cure ;  and  I 
have  fufpefted  that  thofe  efl'efts  of  the  difeafe  being  external,  were  in  fome 
degree  affifted  in  their  cure  by  the  local  aftion  of  the  medicine,  which  evi- 
dently paffes  off  through  thofe  parts. 

\^'hen 
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When  the  difcafc  has  attacked  tlic  parts  fecoiid  in  order  of  fufceptibility,  it 
o-enerallv  happens  that  they  are  more  difficult  of  cure  than  the  former  ;  there- 
fore when  tliey  are  aftedled  at  the  fame  time  with  the  former,  and  are  cured, 
we  may  be  fure  that  the  firfl  will  be  alfo  cured.  From  hence,  as  it  would 
appear  that  the  parts  moft  fufceptible  of  the  difeafe  are  alfo  eafieft  of  cure, 
it  follows  that  the  parts  leaft  fufceptible  of  the  difeafe  are  alfo  moft  difficult 
of  cure  ;  and  I  believe  that  this  is  feldom  or  ever  reverfed,  therefore  thofe 
fecond  in  order  of  fufceptibility  have  this  advantage,  that  we  have  the  local 
complaints  for  our  guide  to  judge  of  the  whole  ;  and  in  fuch  we  have  only 
to  continue  the  treatment  till  they  all  vanilh,  being  certain  that  the  cure 
of  the  firft,  if  there  are  any,  will  be  involved  in  thofe  of  the  fecond. 

As  the  fecond  are  attended  with  more  tumefacftion  or  fwelling  than  the 
firft,  it  becomes  a  queftion,  whether  the  mercurial  courfe  fhould  be  con- 
tinued till  the  whole  has  fubfided.  But  I  believe  it  is  not  neceifary  to 
continue  the  method  of  cure  till  the  whole  tumefaftion  difappears ;  for  as 
thofe  local  complaints  cannot  contaminate  the  conflitution  by  reabforption, 
and  as  the  venereal  difpofition  and  adlibn  from  the  conflitution  can  be  cured 
while  the  local  effeds  flill  remain,  even  where  the  tumefadlion  forming 
nodes  on  the  bones,  fafciae,  &c.  is  carried  the  length  of  fuppuration,  there 
can  be  no  occafion  for  continuing  the  courfe  longer  than  the  deftrudlion  of 
the  venereal  aftion.  But  this  efFedl  of  our  medicine  is  not  ealily  known, 
therefore  it  will  be  neceifary  to  purfue  the  method  of  cure  till  the  appear- 
ances become  ftationary,  and  probably  a  little  longer  to  deftroy  the  whole 
aftion  of  the  difeafe.  From  thefe  circumftances  it  would  appear  that  the 
venereal  irritation,  when  in  this  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  is  ealier  of  cure  than 
the  eifedts  of  that  irritation,  fuch  as  the  tumefaction. 


I.  OF  THE  USE  OF  MERCURY  IN  THE  CURE  OF  THE 

LUES  VENEREA. 

Mercury  in  the  lues  venerea,  as  in  the  chancre,  is  the  great  fpecific, 
and  hardly  any  thing  elfe  is  to  be  depended  upon.     It  is  neceffary  that  we 
fhould  always  confider  well  the  effeds  of  this  medicine,  both  on  the  confli- 
tution 
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tion  at  large,  and  the  difeafe  for  which  it  is  given.  The  efFedls  of  mercury 
on  a  conftitution  will  always  be  as  the  quantity  of  mercury  in  that  confti- 
tution  ;  and  when  the  fame  quantity  affeds  one  conftitution  more  than 
another,  it  is  in  the  proportion  of  the  irritability  of  that  conftitution,  to  the 
'  powers  of  mercury,  entirely  independent  of  any  particular  preparation,  or 
any  particular  mode  of  giving  it. 

With  regard  to  the  preparations  of  the  medicine,  and  the  modes  of  ap- 
•  plying  it,  we  are  to  confider  two  things ;  firft,  the  preparation  and  mode 
that  is  attended  with  the  leaft  trouble  or  inconvenience  to  the  patient ;  and 
fecond,  the  preparation  and  mode  of  adminiftering  it  that  moft  readily  con- 
veys the  neceflary  quantity  into  the  conftitution. 

Nothing  can  £how  more  the  ungrateful  or  unfettled  mind  of  man,  than 
his  treatment  of  this  medicine.  If  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  a  fpecific,  mer- 
cury is  one  for  the  venereal  difeafe  in  two  of  its  forms  ;  yet  mankind  are 
in  purfuit  of  other  fpecifics  for  the  difeafe,  as  if  fpecifics  were  more  common 
than  difeafes  ;  while  at  the  fame  time  they  are  too  often  contented  with 
the  common  mode  of  treating  many  other  difeafes  for  which  they  have  no 
fpecific  ;  and  thefe  prejudices  are  fupported  by  the  Public,  who  have  in  their 
minds  a  dread  of  this  medicine,  arifmg  from  the  want  of  knowledge  of  our 
predecelTors  in  adminiftering  it ;  and  many  of  the  prefent  age,  who  are 
equally  ignorant,  take  advantage  of  this  weaknefs. 

Mercury  in  the  conftitution  afts  on  all  parts  of  the  machine,  cures  thofe 
which  are  difeafed,  affeding  but  little  thofe  that  are  found.  Murcury  is 
carried  into  the  conftitution  in  the  fame  way  as  other  fubftances,  either  ex- 
ternally by  the  fkin,  or  internally  by  the  mouth  :  it  cannot,  however,  in 
all  cafes,  be  taken  into  the  conftitution  in  both  ways  ^  for  fometimes  it 
happens  that  the  abforbents  on  the  (kin  will  not  readily  receive  it,  at  leaft 
no  effedl  will  be  produced,  either  on  the  difeafe  or  conftitution,  from  fuch 
application  ;  when  this  is  the  cafe  it  is  to  be  confidered  as  a  misfortune,  for 
then  it  muft  be  given  internally  by  the  mouth,  although  pofiibly  this  mode 
may  be  very  improper  in  other  refpefts,  and  often  inconvenient.  On  the 
other  hand  it  fometimes  happens  that  the  internal  ablbrbents  will  not  take 
up  this  medicine,  or  at  leaft  no  effed  is  produced  either  upon  the  difeafe  or 
conftitution  3  in  fuch  cafes  it  is  right  to  try  all  the  different  preparations  of 

the 
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the  medicine ;  for  It  will  fonietimes  happen  that  one  preparation  will  fuc- 
ceed  when  another  will  not.  I  have  never  feen  a  cafe  where  neither  external 
nor  internal  applications  of  mercury  were  not  abforbed  ;  fuch  a  cafe  muft 
be  miferable  indeed. 

I  may  JLifl:  obferve  here,  that  many  furfaces  appear  to  abforb  this  medi- 
cine better  than  others ;  and  moft  probably  all  internal  furfaces  and  fores 
are  of  this  kind  j  for  when  we  find  that  thirty  grains  of  calomel  rubbed  in 
on  the  fkin  has  no  more  effeft  than  three  or  four  taken  by  the  mouth,  it 
becomes  a  kind  of  proof  that  the  bowels  abforb  it  beft ;  alfo,  when  drefling 
a  fmall  fore  with  red  precipitate  produces  a  falivation,  it  fhows  that  fores 
are  good  abforbing  furfaces,  efpecially  too  when  we  know  that  the  lues 
venerea  generally  arifes  from  a  chancre. 

A  patient  with  a  ftump  which  produced  too  much  granulations,  was 
drelied  with  ointment  containing  a  large  proportion  of  red  precipitate  j  the 
fore  was  about  the  fize  of  a  crown  piece.  It  very  nearly  brought  on  a  fali- 
vation, and  the  patient  was  obliged  to  leave  it  off. 

A  mulatto  woman  had  upon  her  leg  a  very  bad  ulcer,  which  was  about 
the  breadth  of  two  palms  ;  it  was  dreffed  with  red  precipitate  mixed  with 
common  ointment,  which  foon  threw  her  into  a  violent  falivation. 

A  lady,  in  the  month  of  December  1782,  was  burnt  over  the  whole 
breaft,  neck,  and  flioulders,  as  alfo  between  her  fhoulders,  on  which  parts 
deep  floughs  were  formed.  The  fores  at  firft  healed  nearly  up,  and  tolera- 
bly well  for  burns ;  but  they  broke  out  anew  and  then  became  more  obfti- 
nate.  Seven  months  after  the  accident  fhe  came  to  London,  with  very 
large  fores  extending  acrofs  the  bread,  and  upon  each  fide  to  the  fhoulders ; 
they  were  extremely  tender  and  painful.  They  continued  to  heal  for  fome 
time  after  fhe  came  to  London  ;  but  flie  became  ill,  having  been  afFedled 
with  extreme  irritability,  lofs  of  apetite,  ficknefs,  and  throwing  up  of  her 
food  and  medicines.  At  this  time  the  fores  again  began  to  fpread,  and  be- 
came very  large.  After  having  been  two  months  in  town  with  little  ad- 
vantage, I  tried  warmer  dreffings,  as  bafilicon  to  fome  parts,  to  fee  if  any 
advantage  would  arife  from  fuch  treatment,  and  it  was  found  that  thefe 
parts  healed  rather  fafler  than  the  others  ;  but  the  forenefs  was  fo  great, 
even  from  the  mildefl  dreffings,  that  they  could  only  be  ufed  in  part.     I 

next 
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next  tried  red  precipitate  mixed  with  the  ointment;  and,  that  it  might  in- 
creafe  the  pain  as  little  as  poflible,  I  ordered  only  ten  grains  to  two  ounces 
of  the  ointment.  This  appeared  to  agree  better  with  the  fores  than  the 
ointment  alone  ;  and  we  were  happy  in  having  found  a  dreffing  which  both 
haftened  on  the  cure,  and  was  eafier  than  the  former.  But  about  the  fourth 
or  fifth  dreffing  from  beginning  the  ufe  of  the  precipitate,  fhe  began  to 
complain  of  her  gums  ;  the  next  day  began  to  fpit,  and  by  the  feventh  or 
eighth  day  the  mouth  was  fo  fore,  and  the  fpitting  fo  confiderable,  that  upon 
confidering  the  cafe  we  began  to  fufpeft  that  it  might  proceed  from  the  red 
precipitate  in  the  dreffing.  The  gums,  infide  of  the  cheeks,  and  the  breath, 
were  truly  mercurial.  We  immediately  left  off  this  dreffing,  except  to  a 
fmall  corner,  and  had  recourfe  to  the  former  dreffiings.  In  a  few  days  the 
effedts  of  the  mercury  abated,  and  the  fores  looked  more  healthy  than  ever, 
and  we  again  began  to  drefs  part  of  the  fores  with  the  ointment  containing 
precipitate,  which  flill  agreed  with  them.  When  the  mouth  firft  became 
affeded,  fhe  had  not  ufed  much  above  one  half  of  the  ointment ;  and  by 
the  time  we  had  difcovered  the  caufe,  about  three  fourths  of  it  had  been  ex- 
pended in  dreffings,  fo  that  there  was  not  quite  ten  grains  of  precipitate 
applied ;  and  although  this  took  up  feven  or  eight  days,  and  the  ointment 
mufl  have  been  foon  removed  from  the  fore  by  the  difcharge,  yet  a  confider- 
able fpitting  was  produced,  which  lafted  above  a  month.  It  is  hardly  to 
be  conceived  that  above  a  grain  or  two  could  really  be  taken  into  the  con- 
fiiitution  ;  for  when  we  confider  the  particles  of  precipitate  were  covered  with 
ointment,  and  a  vaft  difcharge  of  matter,  fo  as  foon  to  remove  this  fmall 
quantity  from  the  fore,  we  can  hardly  admit  the  poflibility  of  more  being 
abforbed ;  and  if  this  idea  of  the  quantity  taken  in  is  juft,  to  what  mull 
we  attribute  the  great  fufceptibility  to  the  eftedls  of  the  medicine  ?  Was  it 
the  irritable  flate  of  the  patient  at  the  time  ?  For  the  flate  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  appeared  to  me  to  be  that  in  which  the  locked  jaw  often  takes  place; 
and  I  often  had  this  difeafe  in  my  mind.  The  patient  afterwards  got  well 
by  the  ufe  of  an  ointment  in  which  pitch  was  an  ingredient.  All  this  tends 
to  fliow  that  fores  and  internal  furfaces  abforb  better  than  the  iTcin. 

Befides  the  praifticability  of  getting  the  medicine  into  the  confi:itution  in 
either  way,  it  is  proper  to  confider  tlie  eafiefi:  for  the  patient,  each  mode 

X  X  havin": 


33^  OF  THE  LUES  VENEREA. 

having  its  convenience  and  inconvenience,  whicli  arifes  from  the  nature  of 
the  conllitution  of  the  parts  to  which  it  is  appUed,  or  from  certain  fituati- 
ons  of  life  of  the  patient  at  the  time.  It  is  therefore  proper  to  give  it  in 
that  way  which  fuits  thefe  circumftances  befl:. 

To  explain  this  further,  we  find  that  in  many  patients  the  bowels  can 
hardly  bear  mercury  at  all,  therefore  it  is  to  be  given  in  the  mildeft  form 
poflible ;  alfo  joined  with  fuch  other  medicines  as  will  leiTen  or  corredt  its 
violent  local  effedts,  although  not  its  fpecific  ones  on  the  conftitution  at 
large. 

When  it  can  be  thrown  into  the  conftitution  with  propriety  by  the  ex- 
ternal method,  it  is  preferable  to  the  internal,  becaufe  the  fkin  is  not  nearly 
fo  eilential  to  life  as  the  ftomach,  and  therefore  is  capable  in  itfelf  of  bear- 
ing much  more  than  the  ftomach  ;  it  alfo  affefts  the  conftitution  much 
lefs  ;  mai^y  courfes  of  mercury,  which  are  abfolutely  neceflary,  would  kill 
the  patient  if  taken  by  the  ftomach,  proving  hurtful  both  to  the  ftomach 
and  inteftines,  even  when  given  in  any  form,  and  joined  with  the  greateft 
corre6lors :  on  the  other  hand,  the  way  of  life  will  often  not  allow  it  to  be 
applied  externally.  It  is  not  every  one  that  can  find  cojivenience  to  rub  in 
mercury,  therefore  they  muft  take  it  by  the  mouth  if  poflible.  To  obviate 
the  inconvenience  often  arifing  from  the  vifible  eff'edls  of  mercury,  many 
preparations  have  been  invented  ;  but  any  preparation  of  mercury  producing 
an  eftecfl  different  from  the  fimple  effefts  of  mercury  in  that  conftitution, 
fuch  as  fweating,  or  an  increafed  difcharge  of  urine,  muft  be  fuppofed  either 
not  to  ad;  as  mercury,  or  the  fubftance  with  which  it  is  compounded  pro- 
duces this  effedl ;  but  if  its  peculiar  effedls  are  lefs  than  ufual,  I  ftiould  very 
much  fufpedl  that  the  mercury  is  adiing  in  part  as  a  compound,  and  not 
entirely  as  mercury. 

Mercury,  like  many  other  medicines,  has  two  effefts,  one  upon  the  con- 
ftitution and  particular  parts,  which  is  according  to  its  mode  of  irritation, 
independent  of  any  difeafe  whatever.  The  other  is  its  fpecific  eftefls  upon 
a  difeafed  aftion  of  the  whole  body,  or  of  parts,  whatever  the  difeafe  be, 
and  Vv'hich  effeds  are  only  known  by  the  difeafe  gradually  difappearing. 
The  firft  becomes  an  objedl  of  confideration  for  the  furgeon,  as  it  is  in  fome 
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liieafure  by  them  he  is  to  be  guided  in  giving  this  medicine  fo  as  to  have  its 
ipecific  effects  fufficient  for  the  cure  of  the  difeafe. 

Whatever  injury  mercury  may  do  to  the  conftitution,  it  is  by  its  vilibles 
effeds,  and  thence  the  pretended  art  in  avoiding  thofe  vifible  effects  has 
'been  too  much  the  caufe  of  great  impofition.  The  part  upon  which  its  ef- 
fects are  moft  Hkely  to  fall,  is  the  part  that  is  in  mofl  cafes  attempted  to  be 
avoided,  or  guarded  againft,  and  that  is  the  mouth.  I  believe  that  we  are 
not  poffeffed  of  any  means  of  either  driving  the  mercury  to  the  mouth,  or  of 
preventing  it  from  attacking  that  part.  Cold  and  warmth  are  the  two  great 
agents  mentioned  by  authors ;  v/e  find  them  recommending  the  avoiding  of 
cold,  for  fear  the  mercury  fhould  fly  to  the  mouth,  as  if  warmth  was  a 
prevention  ;  while  others,  and  even  the  fame  authors,  when  talking  of 
bringing  the  mercury  to  the  mouth,  recommend  warmth,  as  if  cold  were 
a  preventive.  This  being  the  cafe,  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe  that  neither 
tlie  one  nor  the  other  have  any  material  effedl. 

In  giving  mercury  in  the  venereal  difeafe,  the  firft  attention  fliould  be  to 
the  quantity,  and  its  vifible  effefts  in  a  given  time ;  which  when  brought 
to  a  proper  pitch,  are  only  to  be  kept  up,  and  the  decline  of  the  difeafe  td 
be  watched  ;  for  by  this  we  judge  of  the  invifible  or  fpecific  effects  of  the 
medicine,  which  will  often  inform  us  that  fome  variation  in  the  quantity 
may  be  neceffary. 

The  vifible  effects  of  mercuiy  are  of  two  kinds,  the  one  on  the  conftitu- 
tion, the  other  on  fome  parts  capable  of  fecretion.  In  the  firft  it  appears 
to  produce  univerfal  irritability,  making  it  more  fufceptible  of  all  impreffi- 
ons  ;  it  quickens  the  pulfe,  alfo  increafes  its  hardnefs,  producing  a  kind  of 
temporary  fever ;  but  in  many  conftitutions  it  exceeds  this,  adling  as  it  were 
as  a  poifon .  In  fome  it  produces  a  kind  of  heftic  fever,  that  is,  a  fmall 
quick  pulfe,  lofs  of  appetite,  reftlefthefs,  want  of  fleep,  and  a  fallow  com- 
plexion, with  a  number  of  confequent  fymptoms ;  but  by  the  patient  being 
a  little  accuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  it,  thefe  conftitutional  eftedls  commonly 
become  lefs,  of  which  the  following  cafes  are  ftrong  inftances. 

A  gentleman  rubbed  in  mercurial  ointment  for  the  reducflion  of  two  buboes. 
He  had  only  rubbed  in  a  few  times  when  it  affefted  his  conftitution  fo  much 
that  it  was  necefl'aiy  to  leave  it  off.    He  was  feized  with  feverifli  complaints 
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of  the  hedlic  kind,  a  finall  quick  pulfe,  debility,  lofs  of  appetite,  no  lleep,. 
and  night  fweats.  He  took  the  bark,  with  James's  powder,  and  afles  milk, 
and  got  gradually  rid  of  thefe  complaints.  As  the  buboes  were  advancing, 
it  was  ncceflary  to  have  recourfe  to  mercury  again  ;  and  I  told  liim  that  now 
it  would  not  produce  the  fame  effeds  fo  quickly,  nor  fo  violently  as  before. 
He  rubbed  in  a  confiderable  quantity  without  his  conftitution  or  mouth  be- 
ing affeded ;  but  the  buboes  fuppurating,  I  ordered  it  to  be  left  off  a  fecond 
time ;  and  when  they  were  opened  he  had  recourfe  to  the  ointment  again 
for  the  third  time,  and  without  producing  any  dilagreeable  effedls.  The 
buboes  put  on  a  healing  difpofition  for  a  while  and  then  became  ftationary, 
Ihowing  that  a  new  difpofition  was  forming.  He  was  diredled  to  leave  off 
the  ointment  and  to  bathe  in  the  fea,  which  he  did,  and  the  buboes  began 
to  heal.  In  about  three  weeks,  however,  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  ufe 
more  friftion,  and  when  he  began,  which  was  the  fourth  time,  it  had  al- 
moft  an  immediate  and  violent  effedl  upon  his  mouth  ;  he  left  off  again  till 
his  mouth  became  a  little  better,  and  then  returned  to  the  mercury  a  fifth 
time,  and  was  able  to  go  on  with  it. 

A  ftout  healthy  man  ufed  mercurial  friftion  for  a  bubo  till  it  affeded  his 
mouth  ;  it  further  brought  on  very  difagreeable  conftitutional  complaints, 
fuch  as  lofs  of  appetite,  watchfulnefs,  fallow  complexion,  laflltude  from 
the  leafl  exercife,  and  fwelled  legs ;  and  although  various  means  were  ufed 
to  reconcile  the  conftitution  to  it,  yet  it  continued  to  ad:  as  a  poifon. 

Mercury  often  produces  pains  like  thofe  of  the  rheumatifm,  and  alfo 
nodes  which  are  of  a  fcrofulous  nature,  from  thence  it  has  been  accufed  of 
affedling  the  bones,  "  lurking  in  them,"  as  authors  have  expreffed  it. 

It  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  unneceffary  to  mention  in  the  prefent  ffate  of 
our  knowledge,  that  it  never  gets  into  the  bones  in  the  form  of  a  metal, 
although  this  has  been  afferted  by  men  of  eminence  and  authority  in  the 
profefTion  ;  and  even  the  diffeftions  of  dead  bodies  have  been  brought  in 
proof  of  it ;  but  my  experience  in  anatomy  has  convinced  me  that  fuch  ap- 
pearances never  occur.  Thofe  authors  have  been  quoted  by  others ;  imagi- 
nary cafes  of  difeafe  have  been  increafed ;  the  creoulous  and  ignorant 
praditioner  milled,  and  patients  rendered  miferable. 

II.     OF 
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11.     OF  TPIE  QUANTITY  OF  MERCURY  NECESSARY  TO 

BE   GIVEN. 

The  quantity  of  mercury,  to  be  thrown  into  the  conftitution  for  the  cure 
of  any  venereal  complaint,  muft  be  proportioned  to  the  violence  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  Two  circumftances  are,  however,  to  be  ftridly  attended  to  in  the 
adminiftration  of  this  medicine ;  which  are,  the  time  in  which  any  given 
quantity  is  to  be  thrown  in,  and  the  efFedls  it  has  on  fome  parts  of  the  body, 
as  the  faiivary  glands,  ikin,  or  inteftines.  Thefe  two  circumftances,  taken 
together,  are  to  guide  us  in  the  cure  of  the  difeafe ;  for  mercury  may  be 
thrown  into  the  fame  conftitution  in  very  different  quantities  fo  as  to  produce 
the  fame  ultimate  effedl ;  but  the  two  very  different  quantities  muft  be  alfo 
in  different  times  ;  for  infl:ance,  one  ounce  of  mercurial  ointment,  ufed  in 
two  days,  will  have  more  effeft  upon  the  conftitution  than  two  ounces  ufed 
in  ten ;  and  to  produce  the  fame  eifedt  in  the  ten  days,  it  may  perhaps  be 
neceflary  to  ufe  three  ounces  or  more. 

The  effefbs,  on  the  conftitution,  of  one  ounce,  ufed  in  two  days,  are  con- 
fiderable,  and  alfo  its  effefts  upon  the  difeafed  parts  ;  therefore  a  much  lefs 
quantity  in  fuch  a  way,  will  have  greater  efFedts  ;  but  if  thefe  eifedls  are 
principally  local,  that  is,  upon  the  glands  of  the  mouth,  the  conftitution 
at  large  not  being  equally  ftimulated,  the  effedl  upon  the  difeafed  parts  muft 
alfo  be  lefs,  which  is  to  be  determined  by  the  local  difeafe  not  giving  way 
in  proportion  to  the  effefts  of  the  mercury  on  fome  particular  part. 

If  it  is  given  in  very  fmall  quantities,  and  increafed  gradually  fo  as  to 
fteal  infenfibly  on  the  conftitution,  its  vifible  effedts  are  lels,  and  it  is  hardly 
conceivable  how  much  may  at  laft  be  thrown  in,  without  having  any  vili- 
ble  e&a  at  all.* 

*  To  give  an  idea  of  this,  ten  grains  of  the  ointment  ufed  every  daj',  during  ten  days,  af- 
fe£led  a  gentleman's  mouth.  The  ointment  was  of  equal  parts  of  mercury  and  hogs-lard.  But 
by  means  of  omitting  the  ointment  occafionally,  and  returning  to  the  u:b  of  it,  he  .it  laft  rubbed 
in  eighty  grains  every  night  for  a  month,  without  h;n'ing  his  mouth,  or  any  of  the  lecretions 
vifibly  afFeded. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  circurhllances  being  known.  It  makes  mercury  a  much  more  effi- 
t:acious,  manageable,  and  lafc  medicine,  than  formerly  it  was  tlioiight  to 
be ;  but  unluckily  its  vifible  effcifts  upon  feme  particular  parts,  fuch  as  the 
mouth,  and  the  intcllines,  are  ibmetimes  much  more  violent  than  its  gene- 
ral eifedt  upon  the  conftitution  at  large  ;  therefore  a  certain  degree  of  caution 
is  neceflary,  not  to  ftimulate  thefe  parts  too  quickly,  as  that  will  prevent 
the  necefiary  quantity  being  given. 

The  conftitution,  or  parts,  are  more  fufceptible  of  mercury  at  firft  than 
afterwards  :  if  the  mouth  is  made  fore,  and  allowed  to  recover,  a  much 
greater  quantity  may  be  thrown  in  a  fecond  time,  before  the  fame  forenefs 
is  produced  ;  and  indeed  I  have  feen  cafes  where  it  could  not  be  reproduced 
by  as  much  mercury  as  poflibly  could  be  thrown  in.  Upon  a  renewal  of 
the  courfe  of  mercury  therefore  the  fame  precautions  are  not  neceffary  as  at 
firft.  We  are,  however,  every  now  and  then  deceived  by  this  medicine,  it 
being  hardly  poflible  to  produce  vifible  effecfts  at  one  time ;  and  afterwards 
the  mouth,  and  inteftincs,  Ihall  all  at  once  be  affected. 

Mercury,  when  it  falls  on  the  mouth,  produces  in  many  conftitutions 
violent  inflammation,  which  fometimes  terminates  in  mortification.  The 
conftitutions,  in  which  this  happens,  I  fufpedl  are  of  the  eryfipelatous  kind, 
or  what  are  called  the  putrid ;  therefore  in  fuch,  greater  caution  is  necefiary. 
Mercury  in  general,  that  is  where  it  only  produces  its  common  effedls,  fel- 
dom  or  never  does  any  injury  to  the  conftitution.  It  ftiould  feem  only  to  adl 
for  the  time,  and  to  leave  the  conftitution  in  an  healthy  ftate.  But  this  is 
not  always  the  cafe,  for  probably  mercury  can  be  made  to  affedt  every  con- 
ftitution very  materially,  being  capable  of  producing  local  difeafes,  as  has 
been  mentioned  j  and  alfo  capable  of  retarding  the  cure  of  chancres,  buboes, 
and  certain  eftedls  of  the  lues  venerea,  after  the  poifon  has  been  deftroyed. 


III.     OF  THE  SENSIBLE  EFFECTS  OF  MERCURY  UPON 

PARTS. 

The  fenfible  efteds  of  mercury  are  generally  an  increafe  of  fome  of  the 
fecretionSj  a  fwelling  in  the  falivary  glands,  and  increafe  of  faliva;  an  in- 
creafe 
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creafe  of  the  fecretlon  of  the  bowels,  which  produces  purging,  and  an  in- 
creafe  of  the  fecretion  of  the  fkin,  producing  fweat,  alfo  often  an  increafe 
of  the  fecretion  of  urine.  Sometimes  one  of  thefe  fecretions  only  is  afFe6ted, 
fometimes  more,  and  fometimes  all  of  them  together.  But  the  eifedts  upon 
the  mouth  are  the  moft  frequent. 

Mercury  often  produces  headaches,  and  alfo  coftivenefs,  when  its  aftion 
on  other  parts  becomes  fenfible,  efpecially  upon  the  glands  of  the  mouth. 

When  the  mercury  falls  upon  the  mouth,  it  does  not  affeft  all  parts  of 
it  equally,  fometimes  attacking  the  gums,  at  other  times  the  cheeks,  which 
become  thickened,  and  ulcerate,  while  the  gums  are  not  in  the  leall:  affeded, 
as  appears  by  the  patient  being  capable  of  biting  any  thing  hard. 

Mercury,  when  it  falls  upon  the  mouth,  and  parts  belonging  to  the 
mouth,  not  only  increafes  the  difcharge  of  thofe  parts,  but  it  brings  on 
great  tumefadlion,  which  is  not  of  the  true  inflammatory  kind,  where  coa- 
gulable  lymph  is  thrown  out,  but  rather  refembling  erylipelatous  tumefac- 
tion. The  tongue,  cheeks,  and  gums  fwell,  and  the  teeth  become  loofe; 
all  which  effefts  are  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  mercury  given,  and 
fufceptibility  of  the  parts  for  fuch  irritation.  It  produces  great  weaknefs  in 
the  parts,  in  which  ulceration  eafily  takes  place,  efpecially  if  they  are  in  the 
leaft  irritated,  which  is  often  done  by  the  teeth,  and  even  mortification 
fometimes  enfues.  How  far  it  produces  fimilar  effedls  when  it  falls  on  other 
parts,  I  do  not  know.  The  faliva,  in  fuch  cafes,  is  generally  ropy,  as  if 
principally  from  the  glands  affedled.  The  breath  acquires  a  particular  fmell. 

As  mercury  generally  produces  evacuations,  it  was  naturally  imagined  that 
it  was  by  this  means  that  it  effected  a  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe;  but  expe- 
rience has  taught  us,  that  in  curing  the  venereal  difeafe  by  this  medicine, 
evacuations  of  any  kind,  produced  by  it,  are  not  at  all  neceflary  ;  and  this 
might  have  been  fuppofed,  as  fimilar  evacuations,  produced  by  other  me- 
dicines, are  of  no  fervice ;  therefore  it  was  reafonable  to  imagine  that  thefe 
evacuations,  when  produced  by  mercury,  were  alfo  of  no  fervice ;  except 
we  could  fuppofe  that  the  evacuation,  produced  by  the  mercury,  was  not  the 
fame  with  that  produced  by  other  medicines,  but  that  it  was  a  fpecific  eva- 
cuation ;  that  is  to  fay,  a  difcharge  carrying  off  the  venereal  poifon  by  its 
union  with  the  mercury ;  and  therefore  the  fafter  the  mercury  went  off,  the 
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Iboner  would  the  poifon  be  carried  out  of  the  conftitution.  But  this  is  not 
found  to  be  tlie  cafe  in  pradlice ;  on  the  contrary,  evacuations  produced  by 
the  medicine  retard  the  cure,  efpecially  if  the  fecretary  organs  are  too  fufcep- 
tible  of  this  ftimulus  j  for  then  the  quantity  which  is  necellary,  or  fufficient 
for  the  cure  of  the  difeafe,  cannot  be  taken  in,  the  efFeds  of  the  medicine 
upon  particular  parts  being  greater  than  the  patient  can  bear;  and  the  quan- 
tity of  mercury  to  be  thrown  into  the  conftitution  mufl  be  limited  and  regu- 
lated according  to  the  quantity  of  evacuation,  and  not  according  to  the  extent 
of  the  difeafe.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it  is  given  witli  care,  fo  as  to  avoid 
violent  evacuation,  any  quantity  may  be  thrown  in  fufficient  for  the  cure  of 
the  dil'eafe. 

Certain  evacuations  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  a  mark  of  the  conftitutional 
effedls  of  mercury  ;  but  they  are  not  to  be  entirely  depended  upon,  the  fecre- 
tions  being  only  a  proof  of  the  fufceptibility  of  fome  parts  to  fuch  a  flimu- 
lus ;  however,  it  is  probable  that  in  general  they  are  a  good  gauge  of  its 
conftitutional  eifecls.  Some  have  gone  fo  far  as  to  fuppofe  that  quantity  of 
mercury  alone,  without  any  fenfible  efFeds,  is  fufficient  for  the  cure  of  the 
diieafe;  and  this  is  in  fome  degree  the  cafe,  but  not  completely  fo,  fo/we 
have  no  good  proof  of  its  affeding  the  conflitiition  but  by  its  producing  an 
increafe  of  fome  of  the  fecretions. 


IV.     OF  THE  ACTION  OF  MERCURY. 

Mercury  can  have  but  two  modes  of  adion,  one  on  the  poifon,  the 
other  on  the  conftitution ;  we  can  hardly  fuppofe  it  to  ad  both  ways.  If 
niercury  aded  upon  the  poifon  only,  it  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  in  two  ways, 
either  by  deftroying  its  qualities  by  decompofing  it,  or  by  attrading  it  and 
carrying  it  out  of  the  conftitution.  If  the  firfl  were  the  adion  of  mercury, 
then  we  might  reafonably  fuppofe  that  quantity  alone  would  be  the  thing  to 
be  depended  upon  j  if  the  fecond,  that  the  quantity  of  evacuation  would 
be  the  principal  circumflance. 

But  if  it  ad  upon  the  principle  of  deftroying  the  difeafed  adion  of  the 
living  parts,  counterading  the  venereal  irritation  by  producing  another  of  a 

■different 


OF  THE  LUES  VENEREA.  -  345 

different  kind,  then  neither  quantity  alone,  nor  evacuation,  will  avail  much; 
but  it  will  be  quantity  joined  with  fenfible  effects  that  will  produce  the 
quickeft  cure,  which  from  experience  we  find  to  be  the  cafe.  But  although 
the  effefts,  that  mercury  has  upon  the  venereal  difeafe,  are  in  fome  degree 
in  proportion  to  its  local  effedls  on  fome  of  the  glands,  or  particular  part  of 
the  body,  as  the  mouth,  fkin,  kidneys  and  inteftines,  yet  it  is  not  exaftly 
in  this ,  proportion,  as  has  been  mentioned.  When  mercury  difagrees  as  it 
were  conftitutionally,  producing  great  irritability  and  hedlic  i)'mptoms,  this 
adtion  or  irritation  is  not  a  counter  irritation  to  the  venereal  difeafe,  but  is  .- 
a  conffitutional  irritation,  having  no  effeft  on  the  difeafe,  which  continues 
to  increafe.  Mercury,  lofmg  its  effedls  upon  the  difeafe  by  ufe,  gives  a  proof 
that  it  neither  afts  chymically,  nor  by  carrying  off  the  poifon  by  evacuation, 
but  by  its  ftimulating  power. 

The  effedts  will  always  be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  in  a  given  time, 
joined  with  the  fufceptibility  of  the  conftitutiort  to  the  mercurial  irritation. 
Thefe  circumftances  require  the  minuteft  attention ;  aad  in  order  to  procure 
its  greateft-  adtion  with  fafety,  and  to  procure  this  in  the  molt  effectual  way, 
it  muff  be  given  till  it  produces  local  effects  foraewhere,  but  not  too  quickly, 
that  we  may  be  able  to  throw  in  a  proper  quantity j  for. local  effedts  pro- 
duced too  quickly  prevent  the  fuificient  quantity  being  thrown  in  for  coun- 
teradting  the  venereal  irritation  at  large.  I  have  {een  cafes  where  the 
mercury  very  readily  adted  locally,  and  yet  the  conffitution  was  hardly  af- 
fedled  by  it,  for  the  difeafe  did  not  give  way. 

A  gentleman  had  a  chancre  which  he  deftroyed  with  cauftic,  and  dreffed 
the  fore  with  mercurial  ointment.  He  had  alfo  a  llight  uneafinefs  in  one 
of  his  groins,  which  went  no  further,  but  which  fliowed  an  abforption  of 
the  poifon.  The  chancre  foon  healed,  and  he  rubbed  in  about  two  ounces 
of  mercurial  ointment.  He  began  this  courfe  with  fmall  quantities,  that 
is,  a  fcruple  at  each  rubbing,  and  increafed  it ;  however  it  foon  affedled  his 
mouth,  and  he  fpit  for  about  a  month.  Two  months  after  he  had  a  vene- 
real ulcer  in  one  of  his  tonfils.  Here  was  a  confiderable  fenfible  effedl 
from  a  fmall  quantity  of  mercury,  which  proved  ineffedlual,  becaufe  its  fpe- 
cific  effedts,  as  I  apprehend,  were  not  in  proportion  to  its  fenfible  effedts  j 
the  falivary  glands  being  too  fufceptible  of  the  mercurial  irritation. 
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On  the  other  hand,  I  have  feen  cafes,  where  quantity  did  not  anfwer  till 
it  was  given  lb  quickly  as  to  affedl  the  conftitutlon  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
produce  local  irritation,  and  confequently  fenfible  evacuations,  which  is  a 
proof  that  the  local  effe^fts  are  often  the  fign  of  its  fpecific  effeds  on  the 
conllitutlon  at  large,  and  (hows  that  the  fufccptibility  of  the  difeafed  parts,  to 
be  affe*fled  by  the  mediciiie,  is  in  proportion  to  the  efFefts  of  it  upon  the 
mouth.  Its  effects  are  not  to  be  imputed  to  evacuation,  but  to  its  irritation, 
therefore  mercury  fliould  be  given,  if  poifible,  fo  as  to  produce  fenfible  ef- 
fecfts  upon  fome  parts  of  the  body,  and  in  the  largeft  quantity  of  mercury  that 
can  be  given  to  produce  thefe  efFefts  within  certain  bounds ;  and  that  thefe 
fenfible  efFefts  Ihould  be  the  means  of  determining  how  far  the  medicine 
may  be  pufhed,  in  order  to  have  its  beft  effeds  upon  the  difeafe  without 
endangering  the  conftitution.  The  practice  here  mufl  vary  according  to 
circumllances  ;  and  if  the  difeafe  is  in  a  violent  degree,  lefs  regard  mufl:  be 
had  to  the  confl:itution,  and  the  mercury  is  to  be  thrown  in  in  larger  quan- 
tities ;  but  if  the  difeafe  be  mild,  it  is  not  necelTary  to  go  beyond  that  rule, 
although  it  is  better  to  keep  up  to  it  on  purpofe  to  cure  the  difeafe  the 
fooner. 

If  the  difeafe  is  in  the  firfl  order  of  parts,  a  lefs  quantity  of  mercury  is 
neceflary  than  if  it  were  in  the  fecond  order  of  parts,  and  had  been  of  long 
fi:anding,  with  its  firft  appearances  only  cured  and  the  venereal  difpofition 
flill  remaining  in  the  fecondary  parts.  To  cure  the  difeafe,  whether  in  the 
form  of  chancre,  bubo,  or  lues  venerea,  probably  the  fame  quantity  of 
mercury  is  neceffary ;  for  one  fore  requires  as  much  mercury  as  fifty  fores  in 
the  fame  perfon,  and  a  fmall  fore  as  much  as  a  large  one;  the  only  differ- 
ence, if  there  is  any,  muft  depend  upon  the  nature  of  the  parts  aifedled, 
whether  naturally  adive  or  indolent.  If  there  be  any  material  difference 
between  the  recent  and  conftitutional,  which,  I  apprehend,  there  is,  it  may 
make  a  difference  in  the  quantity.  I  do  conceive  that  the  recent  are  upon 
the  whole  more  difiicult  to  cure  ;  at  leaft  they  commonly  require  longer 
time,  although  not  always. 

Having  thus  far  premifed  thefe  general  rules  and  obfervations,  I  fhall  now 
give  tlie  different  metliods  of  adminillering  m.ercury, 

V.    OF 


OF  THE  LUES  VENEREA.  347- 


'f .  OF  THE  DIFFERENT  METHODS  OF  GIVING  MERCURY 
EXTERNALLY— INTERNALLY.    . 

Previously  to  the  giving  of  mercury,  it  is  very- proper  to  underfcand, 
as  much  as  poffible,  the  conftitution  of  the  patient  w^ith  regard  to  this  me- 
dicine, which  can  only  be  known  in  thofe  who  have  already  gone  through 
a  mercurial  courfe ;  but  as  many  of  our  patients  are  obliged  to  undergo  this 
treatment  more  than  once,  it  becomes  no  vague  inquiry  j  for  as  there  are 
many  who  can  bear  this  medicine  much  better  than  others,  it  is  very  proper 
that  this  fhould  be  known,  as  it  will  be  a  direction  for  our  prefent  pradtice. 
I  think  that  few  conftitutions  alter  in  this  difpofition  ;  although  I  knev/  one 
cafe  which  admitted  of  a  confiderable  quantity  at  one  time  without  being 
vifibly  affecfted ;  but  about  a  twelvemonth  after,  the  patient  was  affedted 
with  a  very  little. 

When  mercury  is  given  to  cure  the  lues  venerea,  whatever  length  we 
mean  to  go  in  the  fenfible  effedls  of  it,  we  fhould  get  to  that  length  if  pof- 
fible, and  we  fliould  keep  up  to  it.  For  we  fliall  find  it  dithcult  to  bring 
its  effedls  to  that  flandard  again,  if  we  allow  it  to  get  below  it.  If  the 
mercury  fhould  get  beyond  what  we  intended,  we  fhould  be  very  much  upon 
our  guard  in  lowering  it ;  and  fliould  probably  begin  to  give  it  again  before 
its  effedts  are  reduced  to  the  intended  flandard  :  for  the  fame  quantity  now 
will  not  operate  fo  powerfully  as  before ;  infomuch  that  what  at  firft  pro- 
duced greater  eftedls  than  was  intended,  will  not  be  fufficient  afterwards. 

Mercury  is  beft  applied  externally  in  form  of  an  ointment.  Unduous 
fubilances  keep  it  divided,  attach  it  to  furfaces,  and  do  not  dry ;  it  may 
alfo  be  fuppofed  that  they  become  a  vehicle  for  the  mercury,  and  carry  it 
through  the  abforbents  to  the  general  circulation  ;  for  .it  is  probable  that  oil 
is  as  eafy  of  abforption  as  watery  fubflances.   . 

If  the  fymptoms  are  mild  in  the  firft  order  of  parts,  and  the  patient  not 
accuflomed  to  mercury,  or  it  is  known  that  he  cannot  bear  the  medicine 
in  great  quantity,  and  it  is  intended  to  condud:  the  cure  by  almoll:  inlenlible 
means,  it  is  proper  to  begin  with  fn:iall  quantities.     One  fcruple,  or  half  a 
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drachm,  of  an  ointment  made  of  equal  parts  of  quickfilver  and  hogs-lard, 
rubbed  in  every  night  for  four  or  fix  nights  will  be  fufficicnt  to  begin  with. 
If  the  mouth  is  not  affeded,  the  quantity  may  be  gradually  increafed  till 
two  or  three  drachms  are  rubbed  in  at  each  time;  but  if  the  firft  quantity 
has  affeftcd  the  mouth  we  may  be  almofl:  certain  that  the  glands  of  the 
mouth  arc  very  fufceptible  of  the  mercurial  ftimulus ;  therefore  it  will  be 
proper  to  wait  two  or  three  days  till  that  cffeft  begins  to  go  off. 

When  we  begin  the  fecond  time,  the  quantity  may  be  gradually  increafed, 
at  leaft  a  fcruple  every  time,  till  two  drachms  or  more  are  rubbed  in  each 
night,  which  may  be  done  without  affcdting  the  patient  very  confiderably  a 
fecond  time,  as  has  been  already  obferved. 

If  all  the  fymptoms  gradually  difappear,  there  is  no  more  to  be  done  but 
to  continue  this  pra6lice  for  a  fortnight  longer  by  way  of  fecurity. 

This  method,  fteadily  purfued,  will  cure  moft  recent  cafes  of  lues  vene- 
rea ;  but  it  is  not  fufficient  if  the  difeafe  has  been  merely  kept  under  by 
flight  courfes  of  mercury;  a  greater  quantity  becomes  neceffary,  from  a  kind 
of  habit  the  conflitution  has  acquired,  by  which  it  is  rendered  lefs  fufcep- 
tible of  the  mercurial  ftimulus. 

If  the  difeafe  fliould  return  in  the  fecond  order  of  parts,  we  may  be  cer- 
tain the  fame  quantity  of  mercury  v\'ill  not  be  futTicient  to  cure  them,  their 
aftion  being  flow  under  the  venereal  irritation,  therefore  requiring  more  than 
what  had  been  firfl-  given. 

I  may  be  allovv'ed  to  remark,  that  where  the  venereal  fymptoms  have  been 
ulcers  in  the  mouth  or  throat,  I  have  fufpefted  that  the  mercury  being 
brought  to  the  mouth,  and  the  faliva  being  impregnated  with  it,  and  adling 
as  a  mercurial  gargle,  cured  thofe  parts  locally  ;  and  that  the  conflitution 
has  remained  flill  tainted ;  the  mercurial  adtion  in  it  having  been  much  in- 
ferior to  what  it  was  in  the  mouth.  Perhaps  fomething  limilar  may  take 
place  in  eruptions  of  the  flcin  where  the  mercury  pafles  off  by  fweat ;  for  we 
know  that  fulphur  will  cure  the  itch  by  paiTing  off  in  perfpiration.  If  thefe 
are  fadls,  then  it  may  in  fome  degree  account  for  the  local  fymptoms  in  the 
firfl  order  of  parts  being  eafier  of  cure  than  thofe  in  the  fecond. 

The  manner  of  living  under  a  mercurial  courfe  need  not  be  altered  from 
the  common,  becaufe  mercury  has  no  aiSlion  upon  the  difeafe  which  is  more 
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favoured  by  one  way  of  life  than  another.  Let  me  aflc  any  one  what  effedl 
eating  a  hearty  dinner,  and  drinking  a  bottle  of  wine  can  have  over  thje 
aftion  of  mercury  upon  a  venereal  fore,  either  to  make  it  affedt  any  part 
fenfibly,  as  falling  upon  the  glands  of  the  mouth,  or  prevent  its  eifedt 
upon  the  venereal  irritation  ?  In  fhort,  I  do  not  fee  why  mercury  ihould  not 
cure  the  venereal  difeafe  under  any  mode  whatever  of  regimen  or  diet. 

I  own,  however,  that  I  can  conceive  cold  affefting  the  operations  of 
mercury  upon  the  venereal  difeafe ;  it  is  poffible  that  cold  may  be  favour- 
able to  the  venereal  irritation,  and  therefore  contrary  to  that  produced  by 
mercury  ;  and  there  is  fome  fliow  of  reafon  for  fuppofing  this  j  for  I  have 
before  afferted  that  cold  was  an  encourager  of  the  venereal  irritation  ;  and 
therefore  keeping  the  patient  warm  may  diminifh  the  powers  of  the  difeafe 
while  under  the  cure. 

Mercury,  given  internally,  is  in  many  cafes  fufficient,  although  in  gene- 
ral it  is  not  fo  much  to  be  depended  on  as  the  external  application  ;  there- 
fore I  would  not  recommend  it,  or  give  it  in  cafes  where  the  difeafe  has  not 
been  fufficiently  cured  by  former  courfes  of  mercury.  It  is  the  moft  conve- 
nient vv^ay  of  giving  this  medicine  ;  for  many  will  fwallow  a  pill  who  do  not 
choofe  to  rub  the  body  with  the  ointment  :  indeed  there  are  many  circum- 
flances  in  life  which  make  this  mode  of  introducing  it  into  the  conftitution 
the  moft  convenient ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  conftitutions 
that  cannot  bear  mercury  given  internally.  When  thefe  two  circumftances 
meet  in  the  fame  patient  it  is  unfortunate. 

Mercury  taken  internally,  often  produces  very  difagreeable  eftedls  upon  the 
ftomach  and  inteflines,  caufing  ficknefs  in  tlie  one,  and  griping  and  purging 
in  the  01  her. 

If  it  be  found  neceffary  to  give  it  internally,  and  it  difagrees  either  with 
the  floniach  or  inteftines,  or  both,  even  in  the  moft  limple  preparation,  its 
effeds,  whatever  they  are,  mull:  be  correfted  or  prevented,  by  joining  with 
the  mercury  other  medicines.  If  it  affed  the  itomach  only,  the  mercury 
may  be  joined  with  fmall  quantities  of  the  elfential  oils,  as  the  eflential  oil 
of  cloves,  or  camomile  flowers,  which  will  in  many  cafes  take  oft"  that 
efted:.  If  it  difagree  both  with  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  which  I  believe  arifes 
either  from  the  mercury  meeting  with  an  acid  in  the  ftomach,  by  which  part 
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of  it  Is  dilVolvcd,  forming  a  fiilt,  or  from  being  given  in  the  form  of  a  fait, 
both  of  which  will  generally  purge  and  become  the  caufe  of  their  own  ex- 
pulfion.  There  are  two  ways  of  obviating  thefc  effeds ;  the  firfl  is,  by 
preventing  the  lalt  from  forming;  the  fecond,  by  mitigating  its  efFedts  on 
the  inteftines  if  forming,  by  taking  off  their  irritability.  To  prevent  the 
fait  from  forming,  the  bed  way  is  to  join  the  mercury  with  alkaline  fubftan- 
ces,  either  falts,  or  earths  ;  and  when  given  in  a  faline  ftate,  it  may  be  joined 
with  opium,  or  fome  of  the  ellential  oils. 

To  prevent  the  formation  of  the  fait,  take  of  the  preparations  of  mercury, 
fuch  as  mercurius  calcinatus,  mercurius  fufcus,  or  calomel,  forming  them 
into  pills,  with  the  addition  of  a  fmall  quantity  of  foft  foap,  or  any  of  the 
alkaline  falts ;  the  alkaline  fait  alfo  prevents  the  pill  from  drying :  or  in- 
ftead  of  thefe  a  calcarious  earth  may  be  joined  with  the  mercury,  fuch  as 
chalk  or  crabs-eyes :  upon  this  principle  is  the  mercurius  alkalizatus,  which 
is  crude  mercury  rubbed  down  with  crabs-eyes.  But  thefe  fubflances  add 
confiderably  to  the  bulk  of  the  medicine,  no  lefs  than  twenty  grains  being 
neceffary  for  a  dofe  ;  which  contains  feven  grans  and  an  half  of  crude  mer- 
cury. The  mercurius  calcinatus,  rubbed  with  a  fmall  portion  of  opium, 
makes  an  efficacious  pill,  and  in  general  agrees  well  both  with  the  ftomach 
and  bowels.  Opium  has  long  been  joined  with  mercury  to  cure  the  vene- 
real difeafe.  By  fome  as  much  has  been  attributed  to  the  opium  as  the 
mercury ;  however,  opium  fhould  be  given  with  care,  for  it  is  not  every 
conftitution  with  which  it  agrees,  often  producing  irritability,  in  fome  laf- 
fitude  and  debility,  in  others  fpafms. 

If  the  mercury  is  not  given  in  the  above  manner,  but  in  the  form  of  a 
fait,  or  the  falts  are  allowed  to  form,  then  it  fhould  be  joined  with  one 
third  of  opium,  and  a  drop  of  the  oil  of  cloves,  or  camomile,  which  will 
make  it  agree  with  the  ftomach,  and  prevent  its  purging ;  or,  if  it  is  found 
flill  to  difagree  both  with  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  compound  it  flill  fur- 
ther, by  joining  with  the  mercury  the  alkaline  falts,  the  opium,  and  fome 
eflential  oil, 

A  grain  of  mercurius  calcinatus  made  into  a  pill,  with  the  addition  of 
fuch  medicines  as  the  ftomach  or  bowels  may  require,  may  be  given  every 
night  for  a  week  ;  and  if  in  that  time  it  has  not  affefted  the  mouth,  it  may 
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be  repeated  evening  and  morning ;  and  after  the  patient  has  been  accuftomed 
to  the  medicine,  and  it  is  found  not  to  fall  much  upon  the  mouth,  it  may 
be  increafed  to  two  grains  in  the  evening,  and  one  in  the  morning. 
.  The  fame  diredlions  hold  equally  good  either  with  the  mercurius  fufcus, 
or  calomel ;  but  it  requires  more  of  thefe  laft  preparations  of  mercury  to 
have  the  fame  medicinal  efFedt  upon  the  difeafe,  than  of  the  before-mentioned; 
perhaps  the  proportion  of  their  effefts  are  about  tvv^o,  or  three  to  one.  Why 
this  fliould  be  the  cafe  is  probably  not  eafily  accounted  for,  the  quantity  of 
mercury  being  very  nearly  the  fame  in  a  given  weight  in  both,  for  in  eight 
grains  of  calomel  there  are  feven  grains  of  crude  mercury.  Three  grains  of 
thefe  preparations  appear  only  equal  to  one  of  the  mercurius  calcinatus. 
The  crude  mercury  given  in  the  fame  quantities  with  either  of  the  former 
appears  the  leaft  efficacious  of  all ;  for  fifteen  grains  of  crude  mercury  rub- 
bed down  with  any  mucilage,  feems  only  equal  to  one  or  two  of  the  mer- 
curius calcinatus. 

The  corrolive  fublimate,  which  is  a  fait  capable  of  Simulating  violently, 
is  generally  given  in  folution  in  common  water,  brandy,  or  fome  of  the  fim- 
ple  waters,  and  has  been  ufed  with  the  appearance  of  coniiderable  fuccefs. 
It  would  appear  that  it  removes  ulcers  in  the  mouth,  as  foon,  if  not  fooner 
than  any  of  the  other  preparations  ;  but  this  I  fufpeft  arifes  from  its  appli- 
cation to  thefe  parts  in  its  paffage  to  the  ftomach,  adting  upon  them  locally 
as  a  gargle  j  however,  from  experience,  it  appears  not  to  have  fufficient 
powers  over  the  venereal  irritation ;  in  recent  cafes  only  removing  the  vifible 
local  effedls,  without  entirely  deftroying  the  venereal  aftion  ;  for  many  more 
have  been  found  to  relapfe  after  having  taken  this  preparation,  than  from 
many  of  the  others  ;  which  is  owing  to  its  palling  very  readily  off  by  the 
fhin.  Befides,  it  difagrees  much  more  with  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  than 
any  of  the  other  preparations. 

A  grain  of  this  medicine  diflblved  in  about  an  ounce  of  feme  fluid,  is 
generally  the  dofe,  and  increafed  according  as  it  agrees  with  tlie  bowels,  and 
according  to  its  effeds  upon  the  mouth,  and  difeafe. 

As  corrofive  fublimate  contains  an  acid,  and  as  you  muft  be  guided  by 
the  effects  of  the  acid  on  the  bowels,  the  quantity  of  mercury  you  can  give 
in  this  form  is  neqeffarily  fmaller  than  in  the  other  preparations.     Ward's 
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drop,  containing  lefs  acid,  can  be  given  in  larger  quantity,  and  Is  more 
efficacious  on  that  account.  Perhaps  any  of  thefc  preparations  united  with 
a  fcruple  of  gum  guviiacum  may  have  more  cffecT:  than  when  given  alone ; 
fmce  guaiacum  is  found  to  have  confiderable  effedts  on  the  venereal  difeafe.* 

This  pradice,  continued  for  two  months,  will  in  general  cure  a  common 
lues  venerea  j  but  here  it  is  not  meant  that  any  time  fliould  be  fpecified. 
After  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  have  difappeared,  this  courfe  fliould  be 
continued  at  leaft  a  fortnight  longer ;  but  if  the  fymptoms  difappear  very 
fuddenly,  as  they  often  do,  perhaps  within  eight  or  ten  days,  probably  from 
the  medicine  going  off  by  thofe  furfaces  where  the  difeafe  appears,  the  me- 
dicine fliould  be  continued  three  weeks,  or  perhaps  a  month  longer,  and 
the  dofe  increafed.  In  fuch  cafes  the  vifible  local  effects  appear  to  be 
cured,  while  a  venereal  difpofition  remains  in  the  parts. 

\''arious  are  the  preparations  of  mercury  recommended  for  internal  ufe, 
while  pradlitioners  have  generally  been  fitisfied  with  but  one  for  external 
application.  Every  pradlitioner  finds  fome  one  of  tlie  preparations  anfwering 
better  to  appearance  in  fome  one  cafe  than  another,  which  cafls  the  balance 
in  favour  of  that  medicine  in  his  mind  ;  or  others  finding  the  bad  effeds  of 
a  particular  preparation  at  fome  one  time,  have  generally  condemned  that 
preparation  ;  not  to  mention  that  deceit  is  often  pradtifed  in  the  cure  of  this 
difeafe.  One  would  naturally  fuppofe  that  the  fimpleft  preparation  is  the  beft, 
that  which  is  ealiefl  diffolved  in  the  animal  juices,  does  leaft  mifchief  to  the 
ftomach,  or  general  health,  and  is  leafl  diflurbed  or  hindered  in  its  opera- 
tions ;  for  we  can  hardly  fuppofe  that  any  fubftance  joined  with  mercury, 
which  alters  either  its  chymical  or  mechanical  properties  out  of  the  body, 
can  add  to  its  power  in  the  body,  except  a  fubftance  which  had  a  fmiilar 
power  when  adling  alone.  The  preference  generally  given  to  the  ointment 
fhows  this  J  and  if  we  could  find  a  preparation  flill  more  fimple  than  the 
ointment,  that  preparation  Ihould  be  ufed  in  preference  to  the  crude  mercury. 

*  See  page  367,  376. 
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VI.     OF  THE  CURE  OF  THE   DISEASE    IN   THE  SECOND 

OR  THIRD   STAGE.   - 

In  the  more  advanced  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  the  mercurial  courfe  muft  be 
pufhed  further.  The  greateft  quantity  of  that  medicine  that  the  patient 
can  bear  at  a  time,  is  to  be  thrown  in  and  continued  with  fteadinefs  till 
there  is  great  reafon  to  fuppofe  the  difeafe  is  deftroyed.  It  will  not  be  pof- 
fible  in  fuch  cafes  to  prevent  the  mouth  from  being  confiderably  affected, 
the  quantity  of  mercury  neceflary  to  be  ufed  for  the  cure  of  thefe  ftages  of 
the  difeafe  being  fuch  as  will  in  moft  cafes  produce  that  efFeft. 

Before  the  difeafe  has  advanced  fo  far,  the  patient  moft  probably  has 
taken  mercury,  and  it  is  proper  to  inquire  how  he  has,  been  affedled  by  it, 
and  what  quantity  of  it  he  can  bear,  which  will  in  fome  degree  direct  us  in 
the  quantity  now  to  be  begun  with.  If  the  patient  has  not  taken  mercury 
for  a  confiderable  time,  and  is  eafily  affedled  by  it,  which  is  the  cale  that 
admits  of  the  leaft  quantity,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  begin  cautioufly,  regu- 
lating the  quantity  according  to  circumftances ;  but  if  the  perfon  has  taken 
mercury  lately,  although  ealily  affefted  by  it,  more  freedom  may  be  ufed 
on  returning  to  it,  becaufe  it  will  have  lefs  power  on  his  mouth,  as  alfo  on 
the  difeafe ;  again,  if  the  perfon  has  been  taking  mercury  very  lately,  and 
is  with  difficulty  affefted  by  it,  which  is  the  cafe  that  admits  of  the  greateft 
quantity,  then  it  may  be  adminillered  freely  fo  as  to  affedl  the  conftitution 
in  the  proper  time.  If  the  mercury  is  brought  to  the  mouth  in  fix  or  eight 
days,  and  a  confiderable  forenefs  is  produced  in  twelve,  it  will  in  general  be 
a  good  beginning.  In  fuch  cafes  the  conftitution  is,  if  poffible,  to  be  fur- 
prized  by  the  medicine  fo  as  to  produce  its  greateft  effeds,  but  with  fuch 
caution  as  to  be  able  to  keep  up  thefe  effedls  by  quantity. 

Mercurial  fridtion  will  anfwer  better  than  mercury  given  internally  j  for 
in  this  way  we  are  furer  of  throwing  in  a  larger  quantity  in  a  given  time 
than  could  be  taken  internally  without  hurting  the  ftomach. 

The  quantity  of  mercury  applied  in  this  way  fliould  be  under  certain  cir- 
cumftances, in  an  inverfe  proportion  to  the  furfiice  on  which  it  is  applied, 
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and  the  furface  Hiould  be  completely  covered  with  the  ointment  j  for  half 
an  ounce  of  mercurial  ointment,  rubbed  in  upon  a  given  furface,  will  have 
nearly  the  fame  effesfl:  as  one  ounce  rubbed  in  on  the  fame  furface ;  therefore 
one  ounce  to  have  double  the  effect  fliould  have  double  the  furface.  The 
quantity  of  ointment  mufl  therefore  be  adapted  to  the  quantity  of  furface, 
for  on  a  certain  extent  of  furface  no  more  than  a  determined  quantity  of 
ointment  can  be  applied  fo  as  to  be  abforbed ;  and  applying  a  greater  quan- 
tity would  be  ufelefs ;  and  if  the  quantity  of  furface  is  greater,  the  fame 
portion  of  ointment  cannot  be  difFufed  fo  as  to  employ  fully  all  the  abforb- 
ents.  Every  furface  which  is  ufed  may  therefore  have  its  full  quantity  of 
ointment,  but. certainly  fhould  not  have  more,  if  we  are  to  attribute  the 
eifefts  of  the  mercury  to  the  quantity. 

It  has  mofl  probably  been  always  the  pra61:ice  to  rub  the  mercury  well 
in,  as  it  is  termed ;  but  I  fufpedl  that  this  arofe  rather  from  an  idea  of  the 
furfice  being  porous  like  a  fponge,  than  of  abforption  being  performed  by 
the  aftion  of  vefl'els  j  and  it  is  probable  that  this  adtion  in  the  vclfels  pro- 
ducing abforption  may  be  rather  difturbed  than  excited  by  fridtion. 

How  long  the  courfe  is  to  be  followed  is  not  to  be  exa6tly  afccrtained,  it 
may  be  thought  proper  to  continue  it  till  the  locjtl  appearances,  as  nodes, 
have  fubfided ;  but  I  fufpecl  that  this  is  hardly  necellary,  except  they  give 
way  readily;  for  in  fuch  cafes  the  local  complaints,  or  tumefadion,  &c. 
generally  require  a  longer  time  to  be  removed  than  the  venereal  adtion ; 
and  local  applications  mufl  be  of  fervice,  cfpecially  if  fuch  lumefadlions  are 
obftinate. 

The  manner  of  living  under  fuch  a  fevere  courfe,  which  is  in  every  refpedl 
weakening,  is  to  be  particularly  attended  tO;  the  patient  mufl  be  fupported  ; 
and  the  local  effects  of  the  medicine,  in  the  mouth,  preventing  his  taking 
many  kinds  of  nourifliment,  efpecially  fuch  as  are  of  a  folid  form,  fluids 
mufl  form  his  only  nourifliment,  and  thefe  fhould  be  fuch  as  will  become 
folid  after  they  are  fwallowed;  milk  is  of  this  kind.  An  egg  beat  up  with 
a  little  fugar,  and  a  little  wine ;  fago,  falep,  &c.  form  a  proper  diet.  In. 
many  cafes  wine  and  bark  mufl  be  given  through  the  whole  courfe.  Sugar 
is  perhaps  one  of  the  befl  refloratives  of  any  kind  we  are  acquainted  with, 
when  a  conflitution  has  been  very  much  debilitated  by  long  failing,  from 
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xv'liatever  caufe,  whether  from  the  want  of  food  when  in  health,  or  in  the 
time  of  difeafe,  or  where  the  food  has  not  been  allowed  to  anfwer  the  con- 
ftitutional  wafte,  as  in  a  courfe  of  mercury,  and  when  the  difeafe  or  courfe 
of  mercury  is  gone,  then  fugar  will  reflore  fuch  conftitution,  probably, 
better  than  any  thing  elfe. 

Although  it  is  not  a  common  opinion,  and  therefore  not  a  common  prac- 
tice to  give  fugar  entirely  with  this  view,  yet  there  are  fuiScient  proofs  of 
its  nutritive  quality  over  almoft  every  other  fubftance.  It  is  a  well-known 
fadl,  that  all  the  negroes  in  the  fugar  iilands  become  extremely  lufty  and  fat 
in  the  fugar-cane  feafon  ;  and  they  hardly  live  upon  any  thing  elfe.  The 
horfes  and  cattle  that  are  allowed  to  feed  upon  them  all  become  fat.  The 
hair  of  the  horfe  becomes  fine.  Birds  who  feed  upon  fruit  never  eat  it  till 
it  becomes  very  ripe,  when  it  has  formed  the  greateft  quantity  of  fugar,  and 
even  then  only  on  fuch  as  furnifli  the  largeft  quantity  of  fugar.  Infeds  do 
the  fame;  but  we  cannot  have  a  ftronger  inftance  of  this  fad:  than  in  the 
bee.  Honey  is  compofed  of  fugar,  with  fome  other  juices  of  plants,  with 
a  little  eflential  oil ;  but  fugar  is  the  principal  ingredient.  When  we  con- 
fider  that  a  fwarm  of  bees  will  live  a  whole  winter  on  a  few  pounds  of 
honey,  keep  up  a  conftant  heat  about  ninety-five  or  ninety-fix  degrees,  and 
the  ailions  of  the  animal  ceconomy  equal  to  that  heat,  we  muft  allow  that 
fugar  contains  perhaps  more  real  nourilliment  than  any  other  known  fub- 
ftance. 

We  fee  too  that  whey  is  extremely  fattening,  which  is  the  w^atery  part 
of  the  milk,  containing  neither  the  oil  nor  the  coagulable  matter  ;  this  arifes 
principally  from  the  fugar  it  contains,  for  being  compofed  of  the  watery 
part  it  holds  all  the  fugar  of  the  milk  in  folution.  If  the  milk  is  allowed 
to  become  four  it  is  not  fo  fattening,  becaufe  it  is  the  fugar  which  is  be- 
come fcair. 

Although  the  nutritive  qualities  of  fugar  have  not  been  fo  generally 
known  as  to  introduce  it  into  univerfal  pradlice,  yet  they  have  not  entirely 
efcaped  the  notice  of  pradlitioners.  Mr.  Vaux,  from  oblerving  the  negroes 
in  the  Weft  Indies  growing  fat  in  the  fugar  feafon,  has  been  induced  to 
give  it  in  very  large  quantities  to  many  of  his  patients,  and  with  very  good 
effeds.     Honey  is  perhaps  as  good  a  mode  of  taking  this  fubftance  as  any  : 
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fweetening  every  thing  that  is  either  eat  or  drunk,  whether  by  fugar  ia 
honey,  or  lugar  alone,  is  probably  immaterial ;  yet  it  is  probable  that  the 
other  ingredients  in  honey  may  add  to  its  nutritive  quality. 

VII.     OF  LOCAL  TREATMENT. 

If  the  local  effe^Ss  have  gone  no  further  than  Inllammation  and  fwelling, 
either  of  the  foft  or  hard  parts,  molt  probably  no  local  treatment  will  be 
neceffary,  for  the  treatment  of  the  conftitution  will  in  general  remove  them 
entirely. 

It  fometimes,  however,  happens  that  the  local  complaints  will  not  give 
way,  but  the  parts  remain  fwelled  in  an  indolent  and  inadive  ftate,  even 
after  there  is  every  reafon  for  fuppoling  the  conftitution  is  perfectly  cured. 
In  fuch  cafes  the  conflitutional  treatment  is  to  be  affifted  by  local  applica- 
tions of  mercury  to  the  part,  either  in  the  form  of  a  plaftci  jr  ointment. 
The  latter  is  by  much  the  beft  mode.  If  thefe  are  not  fufficient,  as  often 
happens,  we  muft  endeavour  to  deflroy  this  difpofition  by  producing  an 
inflammation  of  another  kind.  I  have  feen  a  venereal  node  which  gave  ex- 
cruciating pain,  cured  by  an  incilion  only  being  made  down  to  the  bone  the 
whole  length  of  the  node  ;  the  pain  has  ceafed,  the  fwelling  has  decreafed, 
and  the  fore  healed  up  kindly,  without  the  affiftance  of  a  grain  of  mercury. 
Blillers  have  been  applied  to  nodes  with  fuccefs ;  they  have  removed  the 
pains  and  diminiflied  the  fwellings  ;  fo  far  furnidiing  a  proof,  that  local 
treatment  may  aiTilt  mercury  in  many  cafes. 

This  treatment  has  not  only  been  ufed  to  aflifl  mercury  in  thofe  cafes 
where  the  medicine  did  not  appear  to  be  equal  to  the  difeafe,  but  it  has 
been  ufed  at  the  commencement  of  the  cure,  and  even  before  mercury  had 
been  applied ;  but  it  was  flill  thought  neceffary  to  go  through  the  fame 
mercurial  courfe  as  if  nothing  had  been  done  to  the  local  complaints. 

It  may  be  afked.  What  advantage  arifes  from  the  incifion  or  application 
of  the  blifler  .i"  The  advantage  is  immediate  relief  from  violent  pains  ;  and 
as  there  are  two  powers  acting,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  the  cure  will  be 
more  {pecdy. 

After 
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After  all  tke  above-mentioned  trials,  it  may  happen  that  the  local  eftedts 
fhall  ftill  remain,  forming  as  it  were  a  new  difeafe,  which  mercury  may  in- 
creafe,  and  therefore  other  methods  of  cure  may  be  tried,  as  will  be  defcribed 
hereafter. 

VIII.     OF  ABSCESSES— EXFOLIATION. 

When  an  abfcefs  forms  in  a  node  in  the  periofteum,  the  bones  are  ge- 
nerally affected  and  make  part  of  the  abfcefs.  Great  attention  fhould  be 
paid  to  them,  for  fUppurations  in  them  are  not  like  fuppurations  in  common 
abfceffes,  they  are  feldom  produced  from  the  true  fuppurative  inflammation, 
and  therefore  are  flow  in  their  progrefs,  rarely  producing  true  matter,  but 
a  mucus,  fcmething  refembling  flime,  which  lies  flat  upon  the  bone.  This 
circumftance  makes  it  difficult  to  determined  when  fuppuration  has  taken 
place ;  and  in  many  cafes  to  deted  matter,  even  where  it  is  formed.  Ano- 
ther circumftance,  which  renders  the  pretence  of  matter  in  fuch  cafes  doubt- 
ful, is,  that  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  is  generally  checked  very  early  by 
the  ufe  of  mercury.  This  matter  is  often  reabforbed  during  a  mercurial 
courfe  ;  and  it  is  proper,  particularly  in  an  early  ftate  of  the  complaint,  to 
give  it  this  chance  j  but  if  the  abforption  does  not  take  place,  and  the  com- 
plaint is  in  an  advanced  ftate,  it  muft  be  opened. 

The  furgical  treatment  of  the  parts  under  fuch  circumftances  is  the  fame 
as  in  other  difeafes  of  thefe  parts  ;  opening  with  great  freedom  is  abfolutely 
neceflary ;  for  the  more  parts  are  expofed,  the  more  inclinable  they  are  in 
general  to  heal,  and  ftill  more  fo  here ;  for  violence  affifts  in  deftroying  the 
venereal  difpofition.  No  llcin  covering  a  bone  Ihould  be  removed  from  an 
abfcefs,  elpecially  in  the  lower  extremities. 

If  the  abfcefs  is  opened  freely,  and  an  exfoliation  takes  place,  which  is 
generally  the  cafe,  it  is  to  be  treated  as  any  other  exfoliation.  Exfoliations 
fucceed  much  better  here  than  in  many  other  cafes,  becauf'e  the  difeafe  from 
which  they  proceed  can  generally  be  correded,  which  is  not  thecalein  many 
difeafes  of  bones  where  exfoliation  takes  place.  Cafes,,  however,  fcmetimcs 
occur  in  which,  after  the  veneral  difpofition  has. been  correded,  another  dif- 
eafe takes  place  in  the  bone,  the  nature  of  which  ^vill  be  explained  when 
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we  (hall  confidcr  the  efFedts  remaining  after  the  dileafe  is  cured,   and  the 
difeafes  fometimes  produced  by  the  cure. 

IX.  OF  NODES  ON  TENDONS,  LIGAMENTS,  AND  FASCIA. 

The  obfervations,  made  on  the  nodes  of  the  pcriofteum  and  bones,  are 
applicable  to  fwellings  and  fappurations  of  the  ligaments  and  flifciaj ;  but 
it  is  ftill  more  dilHcult  to  afcertain  the  prefence  of  matter  in  them  than  in 
the  foriner. 

When  a  thickening  only  of  the  ligaments  or  fafcia;  is  tlie  confequence  of 
the  difeafe,  it  is  very  obflinate,  as  in  many  cafes  the  difcafed  part  may  be 
cleared  of  all  venereal  taint  and  flill  the  fu'ellings  remain.  Blifters  may 
often  be  applied  here  with  fuccefs  ;  but  if  they  fail,  then  it  will  be  abfo- 
lutely  necelTary  to  make  an  incilion  into  the  part,  to  excite  a  more  vigorous 
aftion  ;  for  although  the  complaint  has  nothing  venereal  in  it,  nor  is  any 
contamination  to  be  feared  from  it  in  future  ;  yet  as  it  leaves  often  very  ob- 
iHnate  and  difagreeable  fwellings,  which  neither  give  way  to  medicine  nor 
time,  it  is  proper  to  ufe  every  means  for  their  removal. 

X.  OF  CORRECTING  SOME  OF  THE  EFFECTS  OF  MERCURY. 

Formerly,  when  the  management  of  mercury  was  not  fo  well  under- 
ftood,  nor  its  effefts  in  this  difeafe  fo  well  known  as  they  are  at  prefent,  it 
was  generally  fuppofed  to  aft  by  evacuation  from  the  ialivary  glands,  and 
was  therefore  always  given  till  that  evacuation  took  place;  and,  as  its  effefts 
in  the  cure  were  imagined  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  this  eva- 
cuation, it  was  pulhed  as  far  as  poffible,  without  endangering  fuffocation. 
From  this  treatment  it  often  happened  in  thofe  conftitutions  which  were 
very  fufceptible  of  the  mercurial  irritation,  and  in  which  the  medicine  pro- 
duced much  more  violent  effecfts  on  fome  particular  fecretions  than  could 
be  wifhed,  that  recourfe  was  obliged  to  be  had  to  medicines  corredting  the 
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cfFeds  of  mercury;  as  thefe  efFefts  were  often  an  hindrance  to  its  being  given 
in.fufScient  quantities  for  the  cure  of  the  difeafe. 

I  mentioned,  when  treating  of  the  effedls  of  mercury,  that  the  fenfible 
Increafe  of  the  fecretions,  produced  by  it,  were  in  the  following  order  :  firft 
of  faliva,  then  fweat,  then  urine,  and  often  of  the  mucus  of  the  inteflines, 
producing  purging ;  I  alfo  obferved,  that  when  any  of  thofe  fecretions  be- 
came too-violent,  the  hand  of  the  furgeon  was  tied  up  till  they  were  mode- 
rated. Attempts  have  been  made  to  leffen  thofe  effedls  in  two  ways,  either 
by  the  deftruftion  of  its  power  on  the  body  in  general,  or  by  its  removal, 
but  neither  of  thefe  means  have  fucceeded.  It  never  has  once  been  .thought 
neceflary  to  attempt  to  leffen  its  powers  on  the  organs  of  fecretion,  fo  as 
ftill  to  retain  the  fame  quantity  in  the  conftitution,  or  even  to  throw  in 
more,  which,  if  it  could  be  effedted,  would  be  fometimes  of  great  fervice ; 
but  as  we  are  not  yet  acquainted  with  powers  fufficient  for  thefe  purpofes, 
we  are  obliged  to  obferve  great  caution  in  our  mode  of  giving  the  medicine. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  fliow  that  this  medicine  need  not  be  given  with  a 
view  to  procure  thofe  evacuations  ;  and  that  it  may  be  given  in  any  quan- 
tity without  increafing  either  of  thofe  fecretions  in  any  evident  degree ;  how- 
ever, after  every  precaution,  we  may  ftill  be  deceived,  and  the  medicine  will 
every  now  and  then  produce  greater  effedls  than  were  intended.  It  is  very 
neceffary  therefore  to  feek  for  a  preventive  of  the  effedts  of  mercury,  when 
likely  to  be  too  violent ;  or  to  remedy  thofe  effedls  when  they  have  already 
taken  place. 

The  common  pradlice  when  mercury  produced  violent  effedts  upon  the 
inteftines,  was  to  counteradl  thefe  effedls  ;  but  this  was  not  done  with  a 
view  to  retain  the  mercury  in  the  conftitution,  but  to  relieve  the  bowels 
that  were  fuffering  by  the  adlion  of  the  medicine  ;  whereas  the  proper  prac- 
tice would  be  to  ftop  its  progrels  here,  as  in  every  other  outlet,  that  more 
mercury  may  be  retained  in  the  conftitution. 

Although  thefe  increafed  fecretions  arife  from  the  conftitutions  being 
loaded  with  mercury,  yet  there  is  no  danger  in  ftopping  them,  for  they  do 
not  arife  from  an  univerfal  difpofition  becoming  a  local,  or  critical  one ;  and 
therefore  if  fuch  an  adlion  be  checked  or  flopped  in  one  place,  it  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  fall  upon  fome  other  ;  but  it  is  from  the  part  being  more  fufceptible 
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of  this  irritation  than  any  other,  and  the  quantity  now  in  the  conflitution 
being  equal  to  the  lulceptibiUty  of  the  part ;  and  therefore,  thougli  its  efFecSs 
are  flopped  here,  it  does  not  break  out  any  where  elfe,  every  other  part  be- 
ing capable  of  fupporting  this  quantity,  and  of  remaining  unaffeded  till 
more  is  thrown  in. 

-When  the  mercury  attacked  the  flUivaiy  glands,  it  increafcd  that  fecretioii 
fo  much  as  in  fome  cafes  to  oblige  pradtitioncrs  to  adminiller  fuch  medicines 
as  were  thought  hkely  to  remove  this  new  complaint.  This  fufceptibihty 
of  the  glands  of  the  mouth,  and  the  mouth  in  general,  to  be  eafily  put  into 
adlion  by  this  medicine,  was  generally  fuppofed  to  arife  from  a  fcorbutic 
conflitution,  to  which  mod  complaints  of  the  mouth  are  attributc"d.  I  am 
of  opinion  that  fcrofulous  people,  and  thofe  of  a  lax  and  delicate  habit,  are* 
more  fubjeft  to  have  it  fall  on  the  mouth  than  thofe  of  a  contrary  tempe- 
rament. 

Purges  were  given  upon  a  fuppofition  that  mercury  could  be  carried  off 
by  the  evacuation  produced  by  them,  and  they  were  repeated  according  to 
the  violence  of  the  effecls  of  the  medicine,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  patient : 
but  I  can  hardly  fay  that  I  ever  have  feen  the  effeds  of  mercury  upon  the 
mouth  leflened  by  purging  j  whether  it  arofe  fpontaneoufly,  was  produced 
by  purging  medicines,  or  even  when  arifmg  from  the  mercury  itfelf.  As 
this  method  was  not  found  fufficient  for  the  removal  of  the  complaint, 
other  medicines  were  tried ;  fulphur  was  fuppoled  to  be  a  fpecific  for  the 
removal  of  the  effed  of  mercury.  Whether  this  idea  arofe  from  pradice  or 
reafoning,  is  not  material  ;*  but  I  think  I  have  feen  good  effeds  from  it  in 
fome  cafes.  If  we  can  fuppofe  purging  of  any  fervice,  purging  with  fulphur 
would  anfwer  beft,  as  it  would  exert  its  effeds  both  as  a  purge  and  a  fpecific. 
Sulphur  certainly  enters  the  circulation  as  fulphur,  becaufe  our  fweat  and 
urine  fwell  of  it ;  if  it  does  not  combine  with  the  mercury  and  deftroy  its 
properties  as  mercury,  it  is  polfible,  agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  thofe  who 
firft  thought  of  giving  it  with  this  intention,  that  it  may  fo  combine  as  to 

*  Sulphur,  united  with  any  of  the  metals,  probably  deftroys  their  folubility  in  the  juices,  or 
at  leaft  their  efFedts  in  the  circulation ;  none  of  the  cinnabars  a.Q.  either  as  fulphur,  or  mercury. 
Crude  antimony,  which  is  regulus  and  fulphur,  has  no  efFeft.  Arfenick,  when  joined  with 
fulphur,  has  no  efFed ;  nor  has  iron. 
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from  sethiops  mineral,  or  fomething  fimilar,  for  we  know  that  the  sthiops 
mineral,  however  formed,  does  not  in  general  falivate.  It  is  poffible  too, 
that  fulphur  may  adt  as  a  contrary  flimulus  to  mercury,  by  counterad:ing 
the  effedls  of  it  in  the  conftitution.  Sulphur  has  even  been  fuppofed  to 
hinder  the  mercury  from- entering  the  circulation.  Upon  the  whole,  as  thefe 
preparations  of  fulphur  and  mercury  are  flill  fuppofed  to  have  good  effects, 
and  as  I  think  I  have  feen  good  efFefts  in  other  cafes,  v/e  mud  either  allow 
that  they  enter  the  circulation,  or  that  their  whole  effedls  are  on  the  ftomach 
and  inteftines,  with  which  the  reft  of  the  body  fympathifes.  The  good  ef- 
fecfts  from  fulphur  in  leffening  or  altering  the  immediate  effeds  of  mercuiy, 
can  only  take  place  when  that  medicine  is  really  in  the  conftitution ;  there- 
fore a  diftindion  is  to  be  made  between  fuch  as  arife  immediately  from  mer- 
cury, and  one  continued  from  habit,  after  the  mercury  has  been  evacuated 
from  the  conftitution  ;  a  cafe  that  fometimes  happens,  and  which  will  be 
taken  notice  of  in  its  proper  place. 

The  tafte  in  the  mouth,  from  the  ufe  of  mercury,  has  been  known  to  go 
off,  ^nd  not  be  perceived  for  a  fortnight,  and  the  fame  tafte  has  recurred  ; 
this  I  am  informed  has  happened  twice  to  one  gentleman,  from  the  firft 
quantity  of  mercury  taken.  To  account  for  this  is  not  eafy  ;  in  whatever 
way  it  happens,  it  is  a  curious  fadl. 

When  the  mercury  has  fallen  upon  the  mouth  and  throat,  walking  thofe 
parts  with  opium  has  often  good  eifefts ;  for  opium  takes  off  irritability, 
and  of  courfe  the  foreivefs,  which  is  one  means  of  leflening  the  fecretion.  A 
drachm  of  tindura  thebaica  to  an  ounce  of  water,  makes  a  good  wafli  or 
gargle.* 

When  the  mercury  falls  upon  the  fkin,  it  is  neither  fo  difagreeable  nor  fo 
dangerous  as  when  it  falls  upon  the  mouth ;  however,  it  may  often  happen 
that  it  will  be  proper  to  check  fuch  a  difcharge,  both  upon  account  of  its 
being  troublefome,  and  of  its  leflening  the  effeils  of  the  medicine  in  the  con- 
ftitution, by  carrying  it  off.  The  bark  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  beft  correc- 
tors of  this  increafed  fecretion. 

*  My  ufing  opium  in  this  way  was  from  analogy  ;  finding  that  opium  quieted  the  bowels  when 
a  purging  came  on  in  confequence  of  mercury :  I  tried  it  by  way  of  gargle  to  the  mouth,  and 
found  good  eftefts  from  it,  but  not  equal  to  thofe  which  it  produced  in  the  bowels. 
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When  the  medicine  attacks  the  kidneys  and  increafes  the  fecretlon  of  thofe 
glands,  it  is  not  fo  troublefome  as  when  it  produces  fweating,  though  it  is 
polhble  that  it  may  carry  off  the  mercury  too  foon ;  but  as  we  have  but  few 
medicines  that  can  lefTen  that  fecretion,  in  moft  cafes  it  niuft  be  allowed  to 
go  on.     The  bark  may  in  fuch  cafes  be  given  with  advantage. 

When  the  mercury  falls  upon  the  bowels  it  proves  often  more  dangerous 
and  troLiblefoine  than  in  any  of  the  former  cafes,  efpecially  the  two  laft  ;  but 
it  is,  perhaps,  moft  in  our  power  to  prevent  or  palliate.  Opium  fhould  be 
given  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  overcome  the  complaint,  and  I  believe  will 
feldom  fail  of  removing  all  the  fymptoms. 


XI.    OF  THE  FORM  OF  THE  DIFFERENT  PREPARATIONS 
OF  MERCURY  WHEN  IN  THE  CIRCULATION. 

It  would  appear  from  reafon,  and  many  circumftances,  that  mercury 
muft  be  in  the  ftate  of  folution  in  the  juices  of  the  body  before  it  can  adt 
upon  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  indeed  before  it  can  adl  upon  any  other  dif- 
eafe.  That  mercury  is  in  a  ftate  of  folution  in  our  juices,  and  not  in  the 
ftate  of  any  preparation  of  mercury,  that  we  know  of,  is  very  probable  from 
the  following  fafts. 

Firft,  crude  mercury,  every  fait  of  mercury,  and  calx  of  mercury,  is  folu- 
ble  in  the  fpittle,  when  taken  into  the  mouth,  by  which  means  it  is  rendered 
fenfible  to  the  tafte ;  from  thence  it  muft  appear  that  it  is  capable  of  folu- 
tion in  fome  of  our  juices. 

Secondly,  crude  mercury,  when  divided  into  fmall  parts  by  gum  arabic. 
Sec.  fo  as  to  be  eafier  of  folution  when  taken  into  the  ftomach,  generally 
purges  ;  but  crude  m.ercury  taken  without  fuch  divifion  has  no  fuch  powers,, 
not  being  fo  readily  diffolved  in  the  juices  of  the  ftomach.  The  fimple 
calx  of  mercury  has  the  fame  efFeds,  purging,  and  much  more  violently, 
from  being,  I  ftippofe,  readier  of  folution  in  the  animal  juices  ;  for  if  it  only 
purged  from  its  union  with  the  acid  which  happened  to  be  in  the  ftomach,, 
it  moft  probably  would  not  purge  more  than  crude  mercury  ;  although  it  is, 

very 
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very  probable  that  the  calx  is  ealier  of  folution  in  a  weak  acid,  than  even 
the  crude  mercury. 

Thirdly,  every  preparation  of  mercury  producing  the  fame  effed  in  the 
mouth,  and  alfo  having  one  and  the  fame  effedl  in  the  conflitution,  fhows 
that  they  mufl  all  undergo  a  change  by  which  they  are  reduced  to  one  par- 
ticular form.  We  cannot  fay  what  that  form  is,  whether  it  is  the  calx,  the 
metal,  or  any  other  that  we  are  acquainted  with ;  but  it  is  probable  that  it 
is  not  any  of  them,  but  a  new  folution  in  the  animal  juices  peculiar  to  the 
animal  itfelf.  This  is  rendered  ftill  more  probable  by  this  circumftance, 
that  every  preparation  of  mercury  put  into  the  mouth,  undergoes  the  fame 
change,  and  the  fpittle  has  the  fame  tafte  from  every  one  of  them.  If  every 
different  preparation  of  mercury  had  the  fame  properties  in  the  conflitution 
that  it  poffeffes  out  of  it,  which  we  mufl  fuppofe  if  it  enters  and  continues 
in  the  fame  form,  in  that  cafe  the  venereal  poifon  mufl  be  eradicated  in  as 
many  different  ways  as  there  are  preparations.  Crude  mercury  would  a  A 
mechanically,  by  increafing  the  weight  and  momentum  of  the  blood  ;  the 
calx  would  adl  like  brickdufl,  or  any  other  powder  that  is  heavy ;  the  red 
precipitate  would  flimulate  by  chymical  properties  in  one  way,  while  the 
corrofive  fublimate  would  ad:  in  another,  and  the  mercurius  flavus  in  a 
third ;  this  lafl  would  mofl  probably  vomit  as  ipecacuanha  does,  which 
vomits  whether  thrown  into  the  flomach  or  circulation. 

Fourthly,  all  the  preparations  of  mercury,  when  locally  applied,  adt  al- 
ways in  one  way,  that  is,  as  mercury  ;  but  fome  have  alfo  another  mode  of 
aftion,  which  is  chymical,  and  which  is  according  to  tlie  Ipecific  nature 
of  the  preparation.  The  red  precipitate  is  a  preparation  of  this  kind,  and 
ads  in  both  thefe  wavs  :   it  is  either  a  flimulant  or  an  efcharotic. 

To  afcertain  whether  this  opinion  of  mercurv  being  in  folution  in  our 
juices  was  jufl,  I  made  the  following  experiments  upon  inyfelf.  I  put  fome 
crude  mercury  into  my  mouth,  as  a  flandard,  and  let  it  flay  there,  working 
it  about,  fo  as  to  render  it  eafier  of  folution,  till  I  tafted  it  fenfibly ;  I  then 
put  into  my  mouth  the  mercurius  calcinatus,  and  let  it  remain  till  I  per- 
ceived the  tafle  of  it,  which  was  exadly  the  fame  i  but  I  obferved  that  it 
was  eafier  of  folution  than  the  crude  mercury.     I  tried  calomel  in  the  fame 
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way,  and  alfo  corrofive  fublimate,  after  being  diluted  with  water,  and  the 
tafle  was  Hill  the  fame.  It  was  fome  time  before  I  perceived  the  tafte  of 
the  crude  mercury  in  my  mouth.  I  tafted  die  calx  and  calomel  much 
fooner.  The  corrofive  fublimate  had  at  firfl:  a  mixed  tafte,  but  when  the 
acid  was  diluted  it  had  exactly  the  fame  tafte  with  the  former ;  all  thefe 
different  preparations  producing  the  fiime  fcnfition  or  tafte  in  the  mouth. 

From  the  effedls  of  thefc  experiments  it  would  appear,  that  the  mercury 
in  every  one  of  them  was  dillblved  in  the  fpittle,  and  reduced  to  the  fame 
preparation  or  folution. 

To  try  whether  mercury  in  the  conflitution  would  produce  the  fame  tafte 
in  the  mouth,  I  rubbed  in  mercurial  ointment  upon  my  thighs  till  my 
mouth  was  affeifled,  and  I  could  plainly  tafte  the  mercury  ;  and,  as  far  as 
I  could  rely  upon  my  memory,  the  tafte  was  exadlly  the  fame  as  in  the  for- 
mer experiments. 

I  allowed  fome  time  for  my  mouih  to  get  perfectly  well  and  free  from  the 
tafte ;  I  then  took  calomel  in  pills  till  it  was  affeiled  again  in  the  fame 
way.  I  afterwards  took  mercurius  calcinatus,  and  alfo  corrofive  fublimate. 
All  thefe  experiments  were  attended  with  the  fame  refult ;  the  mercury  in 
every  form  producing  the  fame  tafte,  which  was  alfo  exadtly  the  fame  as 
when  the  feveral  preparations  were  put  into  the  mouth. 

From  the  above  experiments  it  muft  appear,  that  when  mercury  produces 
evacuation  by  the  mouth,  it  certainly  goes  off  in  that  difcharge  ;  and  from 
thence  we  may  reafonably  conclude,  that  when  other  evacuations  are  pro- 
duced from  the  medicine  when  in  the  conftitution,  as  purging,  fweating, 
or  an  increafed  flow  of  urine,  that  it  alfo  goes  off  by  thefe  evacuations, 
which  become  outlets  to  the  mercury. 

From  the  above  experiments  it  appears  to  be  immaterial  what  prepara- 
tion of  mercury  is  ufed  in  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  provided  it  is  of  eafy 
folution  in  our  juices,  the  preparations  eafieft  of  folution  being  always  the 
beft, 

XII.     OF 


OF  THE  LUES  VENEREA.  365 


XII.    OF  THE  OPERATION  OF  MERCURY  ON  THE  POISON. 

Mercury  may  be  fuppofed  to  adl  in  three  different  ways  in  curing  the 
venereal  difeafe.  Firft,  it  may  unite  with  the  poifon  chymically,  and  de- 
compofe  it,  by  which  means  its  powers  of  irritation  may  be  deftroyed  ; 
fecondly,  it  may  carry  it  out  of  the  constitution  by  evacuation  ;  or  thirdly, 
it  may  produce  an  irritation  in  the  conftitution  which  counteracts  the  vene- 
real and  entirely  deftroys  it. 

It  has  been  fuppofed  that  mercury  afts  limply  by  its  weight  in  the  Circu- 
lating fluids  ;  but  of  this  we  can  form  no  adequate  idea ;  and  if  it  were  fo, 
other  fubftances  fhould  adl  on  this  difeale  in  proportion  to  their  v.'cight,  and 
of  courfe  many  of  them  fliould  cure  it  j  but  from  experience  we  find,  that 
fuch  bodies  as  have  confiderable  weight,  as  moft  of  the  metals,  have  no 
effed:  on  this  jlifeafe.  We  have  no  proof  of  mercury  adting  by  a  decompo- 
fition  of  the  poifon  from  any  of  the  concomitant  circumftances. 

Mercury  certainly  does  not  cure  the  venereal  difeafe  by  uniting  with  the 
poifon  and  producing  an  evacuation.  For  in  thofe  cafes  where  mercury  is 
given  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  produce  confiderable  evacuations,  or  in  thofe  con- 
ftitutions  where  evacuations  are  eafily  excited  by  mercury,  its  effefts  upon 
the  difeafed  action  are  the  leaft ;  and  the  fame  evacuations  produced  by  any 
other  means  have  not  the  leaft  effedl  on  the  difeafe. 

Whether  the  mercury  be  fuppofed  to  carry  off  the  circulating  poifon,  or 
to  decompofe  it,  in  neither  way  could  it  produce,  when  locally  applied,  any 
effedl  on  a  venereal  inflammation  or  fore  arifing  from  the  conftitution  ;  for 
as  long  as  any  of  the  poifon  exifted  in  the  circulation,  none  of  them  could 
be  healed  by  local  applications,  the  circulation  conftantly  carrying  the  poifon 
to  them ;  but  we  find  the  contrary  of  this  to  be  true ;  for  a  venereal  fore, 
arifing  from  the  conftitution,  may  be  cured  locally. 

The  laft  or  third  of  our  modes  of  aftion  of  mercury,  feems  to  me  tlie 
moft  probable,  and  for  many  reafons.  Firft,  becaiife  the  difeafe  can  in 
many  cafes  be  cured  by  raifing  a  violent  ftimulus  of  another  kind  ;  and  per- 
haps if  we  could  raife  fuch  a  conftitutional  irritation  without  danger,  as  we 
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often  can  In  local  cafes,  we  might  cure  the  venereal  difeafe  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  in  one  quarter  of  the  ufual  time.  Secondly,  we  find  that  mer- 
cury adts  as  an  univcrfal  ftimulus,  caufing  great  irritability  in  the  conftitu- 
tion,  making  the  heart  beat  fafter,  and  rendering  the  arteries  more  rigid,  fo 
'  as  to  produce  a  hard  pulfe,  as  has  been  already  obferved.  It  may  further  be 
faid  to  produce  a  difeafe,  or  a  peculiar  or  unnatural  mode  of  adtion  in  a 
certain  degree.  The  following  cafe  will  illuftrate  this.  A  gentleman  had 
cleitricity  recommended  to  him  for  fome  complaint  he  had.  The  elecflri- 
city  was  applied,  but  without  any  vifible  effefti  Befides  the  complaint  for 
which  he  ufed  eledricity,  he  had  a  venereal  one,  for  which  he  was  firft 
put  under  a  courfe  of  mercury,  and  while  under  it  the  eledlricity  was  applied 
for  the  former  complaint ;  but  he  had  become  fo  irritable  that  he  could  not 
bear  the  fliocks  of  one  half  their  former  ftrength  ;  but  the  moft  curious  part 
of  the  cafe  was,  that  the  fhocks  had  a  much  greater  effedl  on  the  difeafe 
than  what  they  had  before  when  twice  as  ftrong,  and  he  now  got  cured. 
This  gave  the  furgeon  a  hint,  and  having  another  occafion  to  ufe  eleftricity, 
alfo  without  effedt,  he  put  the  patient  under  a  gentle  courfe  of  mercury,  and 
then  found  the  fame  effefts  from  the  ele&icity  as  in  the  fo/mer  cafe,  and 
the  patient  alfo  got  well. 

The  powers  of  mercury  upon  the  conftitution  appear  to  be  as  the  quan- 
tity of  mercury  and  the  fufceptibility  of  the  conflitution  to  be  affedted  with 
it,  without  any  relation  to  the  difeafe  itfelf ;  and  we  find  that  the  pow&r  of 
mercury  upon  the  difeafe  is  nearly  in  the  fame  proportion.  This  fad:  gives 
us  an  idea  of  the  irritation  of  mercury  upon  the  conflitution,  and  confe- 
quently  an  idea  of  adminiilering  it,  and  of  the  cure  of  any  difeafe  for  which 
it  is  a  remedy. 

As  we  find  that  a  given  quantity  of  mercury  produces  double  efiedls  in 
fome  conftitutions  to  what  it  does  in  others ;  alfo,  that  in  thofe  cafes  it 
produces  its  effedls  upon  the  difeafe,  we  are  led  to  believe  that  it  is  this  ef- 
fedl upon  the  confdtution  which  cures  the  difeafe ;  and  therefore  if  it  did 
not  produce  this  effedl  it  would  alfo  not  have  performed  a  cure.  I  have 
already  obferved,  that  the  cure  does  not  go  on  exadlly  in  proportion  to  the 
vifible  effedls  upon  the  conflitution,  except  quantity  in  the  medicine  is  joined 
with  it ;  which,  if  true,  would  incline  us  to  believe  that  there  was  fome- 

thing 
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thing  more  than  fimply  a  conftitutional  ftimulus,  which  moft  probably  is  a 
peculiar  fpecific  efFeft  which  is  not  regulated  entirely  by  its  vifible  efFefts, 
either  conftitutional  or  local,  although  they  appear  to  have  fome  connedion. 
This  fad  being  known,  obliges  us  to  be  more  liberal  in  giving  mercury  in 
thofe  conftitutions  where  it  makes  but  little  impreilion,  than  in  thofe  which 
it  eafily  irritates  ;  although  in  thefe  lafl  we  muft  not  be  entirely  regulated 
by  its  local  eiFeds,  nor  depend  upon  a  commonly  fufficient  quantity,  but 
be  ruled  by  the  fenfibility  of  the  conftitution,  and  quantity  joined ;  for  in 
thofe  where  the  ponilitution  appears  to  be  very  fufceptible  of  the  mercurial 
irritation,  where  fmall  quantities  produce  confiderable  local  eifedls,  it  is  ftill 
neceffary  to  have  quantity,  although  it  is  not  fo  neceffary  to  take  the  quan- 
tity in  general  that  is  fuppofed  to  be  fufficient.  We  muft  be  guided  by  the 
three  following  circumftances,  the  difappearance  of  the  difeafe,  the  quantity 
of  irritation  produced,  and  the  quantity  of  the  medicine  taken. 


XIII.     OF  GUM  GUAIACUM,    AND  RADIX  SARSAPARILL^E 
IN  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

I  have  hitherto  only  recommended  mercury  in  the  cure  of  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe J  and  indeed  it  is  the  only  medicine  to  be  depended  upon.  However,  as 
both  the  guaiacum  and  farfaparilla  have  been  recommended  as  powerful  re- 
medies in  this  complaint,  I  took  a  favourable  opportunity  of  trying  their 
comparative  powers  in  the  venereal  difeafe  upon  the  fame  perfon. 

The  guaiacum*  I  found  had  coniiderable  fpecific  power  over  the  difeafe, 
confequently  it  may  be  of  fervice  in  flight  cafes  where  it  may  be  inconve- 
nient or  improper  to  give  mercury  on  account  of  fome  other  difeafe.  Thefe 
cafes,  however,  I  have  not  yet  afcertained  ;  or  it  may  be  given  in  thofe  cafes 
where  it  is  apprehended  that  the  quantity  of  mercury  necelTary  to  fubdue  the 
difeafe  would  be  too  much  for  the  conftitution  to  bear  ;  cafes  which  fome^ 
times  occur.     The  farfaparilla  appeared  to  have  no  ejffed:  at  all. 

*  The  lignum  gualaci  was  imported  by  the  Spanirrds  from  Hifpaniola,  as  a  cure  for  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe,  in  the  year  1517,  having  been  givcii  to  one  of  them  by  a  native. 

I  iliall 
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I  fhall  relate  cxadly  the  cafe  in  which  their  comparative  powers  were 
tried.  A  man  came  into  St.  George's  Hofpital  with  venereal  fores  over 
almoft  his  whole  body  :  there  were  many  ex'crefcent  fores  in  the  armpits, 
fome  of  which  were  about  the  fize  of  an  halfpenny ;  there  were  the  fame 
appearances  about  the  anus,  between  the  buttocks,  along  the  perinctum, 
between  the  fcrotum  and  thigh,  where  thofe  parts  come  in  contadt  with  one 
another.  Thofe  upon  the  fkin  in  general  had  the  common  appearance.  I 
ordered  a  poultice  of  the  gum  guaiacum  to  be  applied  to  the  fores  in  the  right 
armpit ;  alfo  a  poultice  of  a  ftrong  decodion  of  farfaparilla  and  oatmeal 
mixed,  to  be  applied  to  the  left  armpit.  Thefe  poultices  were  changed  every 
day  for  a  fortnight  ^  the  excrefccnt  fores  in  the  right  armpit  were  entirely 
healed,  and  become  even  with  the  fldn,  and  covered  with  a  natural  fkin, 
although  fomewhat  difcoloured ;  the  fores  in  the  left  armpir,  which  were 
poulticed  with  farfaparilla,  were  rather  worfe  than  when  the  poultice  was 
firft  applied,  as  indeed  were  all  the  fores,  except  thofe  in  the  right  armpit. 
I  then  ordered  the  poultice  of  guaiacum  to  be  applied  to  the  left  armpit, 
which  was  done,  and  the  fores  there  alfo  got  well  in  a  fortnight ;  I  was 
now  perfeftly  convinced  that  the  gum  guaiacum  had  cured  thele  eruptions 
locally. 

I  next  wifhed  to  fee  what  effect  the  gum  guaiacum  would  have  upon  the 
remaining  fores  when  given  internally,  that  is,  thofe  about  the  anus,  fcro- 
tum, and  on  the  fjcin  in  general.  The  patient  began  with  half  a  drachm 
three  times  every  day,  which  purged  him ;  but  this  was  prevented  by  join- 
ing it  with  opium.  In  about  four  weeks  all  the  eruptions  were  cured,  and 
he  was  allowed  to  flay  in  the  hofpital  fome  time  longer,  to  fee  if  he  would 
continue  well ;  but  about  a  fortnight  after  he  began  to  break  out  anew,  and 
in  a  very  fhort  time  was  almoft  as  bad  as  ever.  I  began  a  iecond  time  the 
gum  guaiacum  internally,  but  it  had  loft  all  its  powers,  or  rather  the  con- 
ilitution  was  no  longer  affedted  by  it.  He  was  put  under  a  courfe  of  mer- 
cury, and  cured. 


CHAPTER 
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C  H  A  P  T  E  R      IV. 

OF    THE     EFFECTS     REMAINING    AFTER    THE 
•    DISEASE    IS   CURED,    AND    OF    THE   DISEASES 
SOMETIMES   PRODUCED   BY   THE    CURE. 

IN  treating  of  the  local  efFeds  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  the  gonorrhoea  and 
chancre,  as  alfo  the  bubo,  I  obferved  that  after  the  virus  vv^as  deflroyed, 
there  remained  in  many  cafes  fome  of  the  fame  fymptoms,  and  particularly 
after  the  gonorrhoea.  It  was  alfo  obferved,  that  though  all  the  fymptoms 
were  entirely  cured,  yet  they  were  liable  to  break  out  again.  A  gleet  will 
appear,  fometimes  attended  with  pain,  fo  as  to  refemble  a  gonorrhoea  ;  after 
chancres  there  will  be  fores  refembling  them ;  and  buboes  after  the  virus  is 
gone,  will  not  heal,  but  fpread.  In  the  lues  venerea,  the  fame  thing  often 
happens,  efpecially  if  the  inflammation  and  fuppuration  have  been  violent  in 
the  parts.  Thefe  cafes  puzzle  confiderably ;  for  it  is  difficult  to  fay  when 
the  venereal  virus  is  abfolutely  gone.  In  fuch  doubtful  cafes  the  treatment 
to  be  followed  becomes  more  undetermined. 

Such  complaints  are  more  common  in  the  tonfils  than  in  any  other  part  i 
for  we  often  find  that  while  a  mercurial  courfe  is  s;oina:  on,  and  the  ulcer  on 
the  tonfils  healing,  or  even  healed,  they  fliall  fwell,  become  excoriated,  and 
the  excoriations  fliall  fometimes  fpread  over  the  M'hole  palatum  molle, 
which  renders  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  doubtful.  I  believe  thefe  excoria- 
tions, as  well  as  fuch  other  appearances  of  difeafe  as  come  on  during  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  are  feldom  or  never  venereal.  In  all  fuch  cafes  I  would  re- 
commend not  to  continue  the  mercury  longer  than  what  appears  fufiicient 
for  overcoming  the  original  venereal  complaints,  not  confidering  tliofe 
changes  in  the  cafe  as  venereal.  The  bark  is  often  of  fervice  here,  and 
may  be  given  either  witli  the  mercury,  or  after  the  mercurial  courfe  is  over. 

B  b  b    •  It 
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It  often  happens  that  venereal  abfceflcs  will  not  heal  up,  although  they 
have  gone  a  certain  length  towards  it;  for  while  tiie  venereal  adlion  remained 
in  the  part,  the  mercury  difpofed  that  part  to  heal ;  but  under  that  courfe 
the  conllitution  and  part  had  acquired  another  difpofition,  proceeding  from 
a  venereal  and  mercurial  irritation  affcfting  a  particular  habit  of  body,  or 
part,  at  the  time,  which  new  difpofition  differs  from  the  venereal,  mercurial, 
and  natural,  being  a  fourth  difpofition  arifing  out  of  all  the  three.  I  fufpedt 
however  that  it  depends  chiefly  on  the  conftitution ;  becaufe  if  it  was  owing 
to  the  other  two,  we  fliould  always  have  the  fame  difeafe  ;  and  what  makes 
this  opinion  more  probable  is,  that  it  differs  in  different  people,  at  leafl:  it 
is  not  cured  in  all  by  the  fame  means.  The  conftitution  being  predifpofed, 
the  other  two  become  the  immediate  caufes  of  adion.  As  foon  as  the  ve- 
nereal irritation  is  deftroyed  by  the  mercury,  or  becomes  weaker  than  the 
other  two,  then  the  eff^efts  of  the  others  take  place.  While  the  venereal 
adtion  prevails,  the  mercury  is  of  fervice,  and  the  fore  continues  healing ; 
but  when  it  is  lefi*ened  to  a  certain  degree,  or  deftroyed,  the  mercury  not 
only  lofes  its  powers,  but  becomes  a  poifon  to  the  new  difpofition  that  is 
formed ;  for  if  mercury  is  continued,  the  fore  fpreads,  it  fhould  therefore  be 
immediately  left  off". 

Some  of  the  fores,  formed  in  this  way,  not  only  refift  all  means  of  cure, 
but  often  inflame,  ulcerate,  and  form  hard  callous  bafes,  fo  as  to  put  on  the 
appearance  of  a  cancer,  and  are  often  fuppofed  really  to  be  fo. 

We  find  alfo  that  new  difeafes  arife  from  the  mercury  alone.  The  ton- 
fils  fliall  fwell  where  no  venereal  difeafe  has  been  before,  the  periofleum  fhall 
thicken,  and  alfo  probably  the  bones,  and  the  parts  over  them  fliall  become 
cedematous  and  fore  to  the  touch ;  but  as  thefe  complaints  arife  while  under 
a  mercurial  courfe,  they  are  not  to  be  reckoned  venereal,  but  a  new  difeafe, 
although  they  are  too  often  fuppofed  to  be  venereal,  and  on  that  account 
the  mercury  is  puflied  as  far  as  pofl'ible.  In  fuch  cafes  if  the  complaints 
for  which  the  mercury  was  given  are  nearly  cured,  and  the  medicine  has 
been  continued  a  fufiicient  time  after  to  complete  the  cure  of  tliofe  com- 
plaints, then  of  courfe  it  fhould  be  left  off";  and  if  there  be  any  doubt,  it 
Ihould  be  left  off"  rather  fooner  than  if  no  fuch  complaint  had  taken  place, 

becaufe 
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becaufe  it  Is  probably  producing  a  worfe  difeafe  "than  the  venereal ;  and  if 
after  the  cure  of  thefe  complaints  from  the  mercury,  the  venereal  difeafe  be- 
gins again  to  come  into  aftion,  mercury  mufl  be  given  a  fecond  time,  and 
now  the  conftitution  will  be  better  able  to  bear  it,  efpecially  if  attention  has 
been  paid  to  the  reftoring  the  ftrength  of  it.  Thofe  difeafes  of  the  tonfils. 
and  periofleum,  I  fufped:  to  be  of  fcrofulous  origin. 

Befides,  local  complaints,  arifing  from  the  combined  a6lion  of  the  mer- 
cury, the  difeafe,  and  the  conflitution,  there  is  fometimes  a  conftitutional 
effedl,  which  is  a  weaknefs,  or  debility,  a  languor,  want  of  appetite,  fre- 
quent fweats  threatning  heftic  ;  but  thefe  happen  moftly  in  thofe  confuta- 
tions with  which  mercury  difagrees,  Thefe  complaints,  local  as  well  as 
conftitutional,  arife  in  fome  meafure  from  weaknefs.  They  are  difficult  of 
cure,  whether  arifmg  from  a  venereal  chancre,  bubo,  or  the  lues  venerea. 
Strengthening  medicines  are  of  moft  fervice  :  the  bark  is  of  great  ufe,  though 
in  general  not  fufficient,  as  it  can  only  more  or  lefs  remove  the  weaknefs,  the 
fpecific  qualities  flill  remaining.  What  thefe  are,  is,  I  believe,  not  yet 
known  ;  but  I  fufped:  that  many  partake  of  the  fcrofula  ;  and  this  opinion 
is  ftrengthened  by  their  frequently  giving  way  to  fea-bathing.* 


I.     GENERAL   OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  MEDICINES 
USUALLY  GIVEN  FOR  THE   CURE. 

A  decodion  of  the  woods,  among  which  are  commonly  included  guaia- 
cum  and  farfaparilla,  is  one  of  the  firft  medicines  in  the  cure,  and  many  of 
the  cafes  yield  to  it,  which  gives  them  the  credit  of  curing  the  venereal  dil- 
eafe,  while  fuch  difeafes  were  fuppofed  to  be  venereal.  The  farfaparilla  was 
often  given  alone,  and  was  found  to  produce  nearly  the  fame  effedl.     The 

*  In  a  cafe  of  an  ulcerated  rib  from  a  venereal  caufe,  and  five  nodes  on  the  fhin-bone,  of 
twelve  months  ftandijig,  a  deep  falivation  of  fix  months  was  undergone,  after  fruitlefs  attempts 
by  gentle  friftion.  None  of  the  fores  were  healed  by  the  mercury,  and  the  patient  was  ordered 
to  bathe  in  the  fea,  and  take  the  bark.  In  three  or  four  mojiths  die  fores  all  healed  up  very 
kindly;  but  the  fide  laft  of  all. 

B  b  b  2  good 
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good  effevfls  of  it  in  one  cafe  gave  it  fome  reputation.*  A  diet-drink  difco- 
vered  at  Lilbon  was  alfo  of  confiderable  fervice  ;  and  as  it  cured  cafes  fuiiilar 
to  thofe  cured  by  the  firfaparilla,  it  was  imagined  that  tlie  diet-drink  con- 
fil1:ed  principally  of  a  deco6tion  of  this  root.  This  was  iHll  on  the  fuppo- 
fition  that  all  thofe  cafes  were  venereal ;  but  it  was  obferved  at  laft  that 
thofe  medicines  did  not  cure  this  difeafe  till  mercury  had  been  given,  and  in. 
tolerably  large  quantity.  This  was  fufficient  to  lead  fome  thinking  minds 
to  doubt  whether  they  were  venereal,  or  not ;  and  their  being  cured  by  dif- 
ferent medicines  ought  to  produce  a  convidlion  of  their  being  different  from 
the  venereal  difeafe,  and  that  they  are  themfelves  of  different  kinds. 

The  mezereon  has  alfo  been  found  to  be  of  fervice  in  fome  fymptoms  of 
the  lues  venerea,  fuch  as  nodes  of  the  bones ;  but  their  being  venereal  was 
taken  for  granted.  The  mezereon  is  feldom  given  in  vene)-eal  ulcers  in  the 
throat,  or  blotches  on  the  fkin,  which  of  all  the  venereal  fymptoms  arc 
the  moft  certain,  and  the  moft  eafy  of  cure ;  yet  it  was  conceived  that  it 
removed  fuch  fymptoms  as  are  the  mofb  difiicult'of  cure ;  but  all  thole  cafes 
in  which  the  mezereon  has  been  given  with  fuccefs,  plainly  appear  not  to 
have  been  venereal. 

When  the  hemlock  came  into  fafhion  in  this  country,  it  was  given  in 
almoft  every  difeafe,  and  of  courfe  was  tried  in  fome  of  thofe  complaints 
conlequent  to  the  venereal  difeafe  ;  and  fome  of  thefe  it  was  found  to  cure, 
fo  that  it  now  flands  upon  the  lift  of  remedies.  Velno's  vegetable  firup  has 
had  fimilar  effedls  in  fome  of  thefe  cafes ;  and  opium  appears  alfo  to  have 
many  advocates.  Opium,  like  the  farfaparilla,  and  mezereon,  was  fuppofed 
by  its  firft  introducers  to  cure  the  lues  venerea ;+  but,  like  the  farfaparilla, 
it  appears  to  have  no  effeft  till  mercury  has  done  its  beft,  or  its  worft. J  It 
has  certainly  confiderable  effects  in  many  difeafes,  both  in  fuch  as  are  con- 
fequent  to  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  others  arifing  from  other  caufes. 

It  has  been  long  a  favourite  medicine  of  mine,  not  only  as  relieving  pain, 
for  that  is  its  common  effecft,  but  as  a  medicine  capable  of  altering  difeafed 

*  See  London  Medical  EfTays,  a  cafepublifhed  by  Mr.  Fordyce,  now  Sir  William  Fordyce. 
■t-  See  Medical  Communications,  vol.  i,  page  307. 
X  See  a  pamphlet  publiflied  by  Mr.  Grant. 
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aftlons,  and  producing  healthy  ones.  In  all  fores  attended  v/ith  irritability, 
a  decoftion  of  poppy  heads,  made  into  a  poultice,  is  an  excellent  application. 
Bleeding  fores  that  do  not  arife  from  weaknefs,  but  from  irritability,  have 
the  bleeding  ftopped  immediately  by  this  application.  Mr.  Pott  is,  I  be- 
lieve, the  firfl  who  fhowed  the  world  its  ufe  in  mortifications.  My  firft 
mode  of  applying  it  for  the  cure  of  difeafes  was  locally,  in  which  I  found  it 
had  moft  falutary  eftedls  in  fome  cafes,  and  it  was  ordered  afterwards  inter- 
nally upon  the  fame  principle,  and  it  was  alfo  found  to  have  falutary  efledls 
in  this  mode.  In  two  cafes  that  had  been  long  fufpefted  to  be  venereal, 
its  efFedls  were  very  remarkable ;  and,  by  its  having  cured  them,  it  con- 
firmed me  in  my  opinion  that  they  were  not.  But  when  I  was  informed 
that  they  cured  the  venereal  difeafe  in  the  army  in  America  by  opium,  I 
then  began  to  queftion  myfelf,  whether  I  had  formed  a  right  judgment  of 
the  nature  of  thofe  two  cafes  which  were  cured  by  opium.  To  afcertain 
whether  opium  would  cure  the  lues  venerea  or  not,  I  made  the  following 
trial  at  St.  George's  Hofpital. 

A  woman  was  taken  into  the  hofpital  with  blotches  on  her  fkin,  which 
had  arrived  to  the  ftate  of  fcabs,  and  with  well-marked  venereal  ulcers  on 
both  tonfils.  A  grain  of  opium  was  ordered  to  be  taken  the  firft  night, 
two  the  fecond,  and  fo  on,  increafing  a  grain  every  night,  unlefs  fomething 
ihould  arife  to  forbid  it.  This  was  clofely  followed  till  the  nineteenth 
night,  when  fhe  was  ordered  a  dofe  of  phyfic,  as  £he  had  become  coftive, 
and  the  opium  was  omitted.  On  the  20th  flie  began  again,  and  continued 
increafing  the  dofe,  as  before,  till  it  amounted  to  thirty  grains,  no  alteration 
being  produced  in  the  fores,  except  what  arofe  from  the  lofs  of  time,  whereby 
they  were  rather  worfe.  I  concluded,  that  if  flie  had  taken  mercury  to  af- 
fe6l  the  conftitution  as  much  as  the  opium  did,  the  venereal  difeafe  muft 
have  been  nearly  cured,  or  at  leall  much  lelTened  ;  but  as  that  was  not  the 
cafe,  it  convinced  me  that  the  opium  had  no  effeft  whatever  on  the  venereal 
difeafe.  I  then  put  her  under  a  courfe  of  mercury,  by  fiidion,  and  in  a 
fliort  time  it  affeded  her  mouth  j  the  fores  foon  began  to  look  better,  and 
they  went  on  healing  without  interruption,  till  the  difeafe  was  cured.  I 
may  juft  obferve,  the  inconvenience  from  the  opium  was  not  confiderable  ;. 
for  although  it  kept  her  quiet,  flue  was  not  conilantly  dofing. 

Luke 
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Luke  Ward  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital,  January  12, 
1785  ;  his  complaint  was  an  ulcer  in  the  throat  of  three  months  Handing, 
which,  both  from  its  appearance,  and  the  fymptoms  which  preceded  it, 
feemed  to  be  venereal.  He  was  ordered  two  grains  of  opium  twice  a  day, 
which  he  took  a  few  dilys,  without  any  other  efFed  than  that  of  fleeping 
better  at  night  than  ufual,  when  the  dofe  was  increafed  to  two  grains  three 
times  a  day.  His  throat  now  gave  him  lefs  pain  ;  but  upon  infpedion  was 
not  found  to  be  at  all  mended.»  After  two  days  the  dofe  was  increafed  to 
three  grains  thrice  a  day  j  from  this  quantity  he  felt  little  or  no  inconveni- 
ence :  he  complained  of  being  a  little  drouzy;  his  eyes  were  rather  inflamed, 
and  his  face  rather  fluflied.  He  continued  to  take  this  quantity  for  five 
days,  and  then  it  was  increafed  to  three  grains  four  times  a  day.  Next 
morning  the  rednefs  and  heat  of  his  face  was  much  increafed,  and  had  ex- 
tended over  his  whole  flcin  ;  he  complained  of  pain  in  his  head.  His  pulle 
was  full  and  flrong  ;  he  was  bound  in  his  body,  and  his  belly  was  tenfe  and 
painful.  The  opium  was  omitted,  and  fuch  remedies  as  the  prefent  fymp- 
toms feem  to  require  were  given,  but  without  effcd: ;  all  his  fymptoms 
continuing  to  increafe  till  he  died,  which  was  on  the  fourth  day  after  ^ 
during  this  time  the  ulcer  increafed  much,  and  the  difcharge  of  faliva  was 
{o  great  as  to  refemble  a  flight  falivation. 

This  cafe  proves,  in  the  firft  place,  that  the  opium  had  no  effe(fl  upon 
the  ulcer  in  the  throat ;  and,  in  the  next,  that  it  is  a  medicine  capable  of 
producing  very  violent  eftefts  on  the  fkin,  requiring  therefore  great  caution: 
in  the  mode  of  adminifterins;  it. 

John  Morgan  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital  with  an  ul- 
cerated leg.  The  common  applications  were  tried  for  (even  weeks,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  was  in  every  refped:  worfe,  having  no  fleep  from  con- 
ftant  pain,  and  he  was  finking  very  faft.  Two  grains  of  opium  were  given 
every  two  hours,  for  twenty-three  days ;  it  made  him  hot  and  coflive,  and 
his  pulfe  became  flrong  and  full,  but  without  fleep  or  abatement  of  pain. 
The  dofe  vi'as  increafed  to  four  grains  every  two  hours  in  the  day,  and 
eight  grains  every  two  hours  during  the  night.  The  efteds  were  coftive- 
nefs,  retention  of  urine,  lofs   of  appetite,  an  inflammatory  difpofition,  no 

,     fleep, 
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fleep,  without  any  amendment  of  the  ulcer.  On  the  third  day  of  taking 
the  laft-mentioned  quantities,  he  awoke  from  a  ihort  fleep,  delirious,  and 
continued  fo  for  twelve  hours,  when  it  left  him  very  weak.  Tick  at  his 
ftomach,  and  with  a  low  pulfe.  In  three  or  four  hours  the  delirium  re- 
turned and  continued  forty-eight  hours ;  the  pulfe,  on  its  return,  immedi- 
ately rofe,'  and  his  flrength  returned  to  a  very  great  degree.  When  it  went 
oif  he  fell  into  a  found  fleep  for  about  eight  hours,  and  awoke  very  tranquil, 
though  weak  ;  no  more  opium  was  given,  and  the  leg  in  the  fpace  of  a 
month  healed. 

In  the  firfl;  twenty-three  days  he  took  twenty-four  grains  a  day  ;  for  the 
lafl;  three  days  he  took  feventy-two  grains  a  day.  In  twenty-fix  days  he 
took  {even  hundred  and  fixty-eight,  which  is  nearly  two  ounces  of  opium. 

Sarfaparilla,  from  the  comparative  experiment  made  with  it  and  the  gua- 
iacum,  it  would  appear  to  have  no  effedl  upon  the  venereal  irritation  itfelf, 
and  therefore  can  be  of  no  fervice  till  that  irritation  is  deflrroyed ;  and  as 
mercury  is  the  antidote  to  that  poifon,  and  becomes  one  of  the  caufes  of  the 
complaints  in  which  farfaparilla  is  ufeful,  therefore  mercury  is  not  only  ne- 
ceffary  to  deftroy  the  poifon,  but  alfo  afliils  in  forming  the  difeafes  we  are 
now  treating  of. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  it  In  many  cafes  to  be  of  ufe  in  preventing  the  for- 
mation of  the  difeafe  arlfing  from  mercury.  When  given  along  with  the 
mercury  it  is  often  joined  with  the  gum  guaiacum,  or  the  wood  of  the 
Suaiacum,  which  we  know  will  have  fome  effed:. 

The  farfaparilla  is  generally  given  in  form  of  a  decoftion,  three  ounces 
to  three  pints  of  water,  boiled  down  flowly  to  a  quart,  and  the  half  or  whole 
is  drunk  every  day,  generally  at  three  different  times,  often  at  meals.  It  is 
fometimes  ground  to  a  powder  and  taken  every  day  with  the  fame  effedl ; 
but  I  fliould  prefer  the  extradt  made  into  pills,  as  the  eafiefl:  way  of  taking 
this  medicine. 

In  many  of  thefe  cafes  I  have  feen  good  effeds  from  the  hemlock,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  infl:ance ;  and  I  would  further  refer  tlie  reader 
back  to  my  obfervations  on  this  medicine,  which  I  gave  when  treating  of 
the  difeafe  produced  in  confequeace  of  a  bubo,  page  2 84. 

A  poor 
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A  poor  woman  had  undergone  repeated  falivations,  whicli  had  always  re- 
lieved the  nioft  prcffing  fyiiiptoms ;  but  after  that  flie  was  afflidled  more  or 
lefs  for  three  or  four. years,  ulcers  broke  out  in  her  nofe,  and  all  over  her 
face,  with  what  is  called  a  true  cancerous  appearance.  The  fores  became 
foon  very  deep,  and  gave  very  confiderable  pain.  Mercury,  farfaparilla,  and 
bark  were  given,  without  effedlj  the  fores  getting  daily  worfe,  the  parts  af- 
fedled  were  ordered  to  be  held  over  the  fleam  of  a  decoftion  of  hemlock 
every  four  hours,  and  as  much  extradt  to  be  taken  internally  as  the  patient 
could  bear.  She  had  flcep,  and  was  free  from  pain  the  firft  night ;  and  in 
a  few  days  the  fores  put  on  a  healing  appearance.  She  loft  her  nofe  and  one 
fide  of  her  mouth  ;  but  in  fix  weeks  time  every  part  was  fkinned  over. 
She  remained  well  for  three  months,  when  the  difeafe  returned  with  re- 
doubled \'ioleiicc,  and  foon  deftroyed  her. 


II.     OF  THE  CONTINUANCE  OF  THE  SPITTING. 

It  fometimes  happens  that  the  fpitting  continues  after  there  is  every  rea- 
fon  for  fuppofing  the  mercury  to  be  entirely  out  of  the  conftitution.  As 
it  is  only  a  continuation  of  an  aftion,  or  an  effeft  of  mercury  having  been 
in  the  conftitution,  it  is  neceflary  to  diftinguiih  it  from  the  original,  or  from 
the  immediate  effed:  of  mercury ;  fince  on  this  diftinftion  refts  the  method 
of  cure.  Such  conftitutions  have  been  generally  fuppofed  fcorbutic  3  and 
where  there  is  a  great  fufceptibility  of  the  mercurial  ftimulus  in  thefe  parts, 
the  falivation  will  continue  for  months  after  the  mercury  has  been  com- 
pletely removed  j  but  this  medicine  not  being  given  now  in  quantity  fuffi- 
cient  to  produce  fuch  violent  effefts  on  the  falivary  glands,  thefe  cafes  feldom 
occur. 

In  fuch  cafes  I  would  recommend  ftrengthening  diet,  and  ftrengthening 
medicines.  Sea-bathing  is  one  of  the  beft  reftoratives  of  relaxed  habits, 
efpecially  after  mercury.  Mead's  tinture  of  cantharides  is  fuppofed  to  be 
X)f  fervice  in  thofe  cafes. 

The 


OF  THE  LUES  VENEREA.  377 

The  alveolar  procefTes  have  fometimes  become  dead,  and  exfoliations  have 
taken  place  ;  and  this  alone  has  kept  up  a  difcharge  of  faliva.  When  this 
happens,  we  muft  wait  till  feparation  takes  place,  and  extrad  the  loofe 
pieces,  after  which  the  falivation  will  fubfide. 

I  have  feen  part  of  the  jaw  exfoliate  from  this  caufe.  In  moft  cafes  the 
teeth  become  loofe ;  and  in  many  they  drop  out. 


C  c  c  CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER      V. 
OF  PREVENTING  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

AS  difeafes  in  general  fliould  not  only  be  cured,  but,  when  it  is  pofli- 
ble,  prevented,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  fliow,  as  far  as  we  know, 
how  that  may  be  done  j  for  in  this  difeafe  we  can  with  more  certainty  pre- 
vent infedtion,  its  origin  being  known. 

Preventives  are  previous  or  immediate  applications,  as  may  be  divided 
into  various  kinds ;  as  thofe  that  will  not  allow  the  venereal  matter  to  come 
in  contact  with  the  parts  ;  thofe  which  wafh  it  off  before  it  Simulates  ;  and 
jhofe  which  will  aft  chymically  and  deflroy  the  poifon. 

Oils  rubbed  on  a  dry  part,  flick  to  it  and  prevent  any  thing  that  is  watery 
from  coming  in  contacfl:  with  it ;  and  as  the  venereal  poifon  is  mixed  with 
a  watery  fluid,  it  is  not  allowed  to  touch  the  part. 

Every  thing  which  has  a  power  of  mixing  with  the  venereal  matter,  and 
removing  it  from  the  part  to  which  it  is  applied,  may  prove  a  prevention. 
Cauflic  alkali  is  the  befl  for  this  purpofe ;  it  unites  with  the  matter,  form- 
ing a  foap,  and  is  then  eafily  walhed  off. 

It  is  poffible  this  union  with  the  alkali  may  deflroy  the  poifon :  the- 
alkali  muft  be  much  diluted,  or  it  will  excoriate. 

Lime-water  would  make  a  good  wafli. 

If  both  thefe  methods  were  put  in  pradlice,  there  would  be  flill  more 
fecurity. 

Corrofive  fublimate  in  water,  about  a  grain  or  two  to  eight  ounces,  has. 
been  known  to  prevent  the  catching  of  the  difeafe. 


PART 
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PART  VII. 

CHAPTER       I. 

OF  DISEASES  RESEMBLING  THE  LUES  VENEREA, 
WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  MISTAKEN  FOR  IT. 

THERE  Is  probably  no  one  difeafe  to  which  fonie  other  may  not  bear 
a  flrong  refemblance  in  fome  of  its  appearances  or  fymptoms,  where- 
by they  may  be  miftaken  for  each  other.  The  fituation  of  a  complaint  alfo 
may  miflead  the  judgment.  A  lump,  for  inftance,  in  the  breafl  of  a  woman, 
may  refemble  a  cancer  fo  much  as  to  be  miftaken  for  one,  if  all  the  diftin-. 
guifhing  marks  of  cancer  are  not  well  attended  to.  An  ulcer  on  the  glans 
penis,  or  in  the  throat,  and  nofe,  creates  a  fufpicion  of  the  venereal  difeafe. 
Even  the  way  in  which  a  difeafe  is  caught  becomes  a  caufe  of  fufpicion. 
The  fluor  albus  in  women  fometimes  produces  a  limple  gonorrhoea  in  men. 
Drinking  out  of  the  fame  cup,  with  a  venereal  patient,  was  formerly  fup- 
pofed  to  be  capable  of  communicating  the  lues  venerea  ;  but  this  notion  is, 
I  believe,  now  exploded.  Of  late  years  a  new  mode  of  producing  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe  is  fuppofed  to  have  arifen  ;  this  is  by  the  tranfplanting  of  a 
tooth,  from  the  mouth  of  one  perfon  into  the  mouth  of  another.  That 
fuch  practice  has  produced  difeafes,  is  undoubted  ;  but  how  far  it  has  been, 
venereal,  remains  to  be  confidered. 

Difeafes  which  refemble  others,  feldom  do  it  in  more  than  one  or  two  of 
the  fymptoms ;  therefore,  whenever  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  is  fufpedted, 
the  whole  of  the  fymptoms  fliould  be  well  inveftigated,  to  fee  whether  it 
agrees  in  all  of  them  with  the  difeafe  it  is  fufpedled  to  be,  or  only  in  part. 
This  obfervation  feems  to  be  more  applicable  to  the  venereal  difeafe  than 

C  c  c  2  any 
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any  other;  for  there  is  hardly  any  diforder  that  has  more  difcafes  refembling 
it  in  all  its  different  forms  than  the  venereal  difeafe ;  and  when  a  difeafe 
refembles  the  venereal  in  fome  of  its  fymptoms,  but  not  at  all  in  others, 
then  thofe  other  fymptoms  are  to  be  fet  down  as  the  fpecific  or  leading  ones 
of  the  difeafe  to  which  it  belongs  >  the  refembling  fymptoms  to  the  vene- 
real being  only  the  common  ones.  But  if  a  difeafe  is  fufpefted  to  be  vene- 
real, though  it  is  not  perfectly  marked,  yet  if  it  refembles  the  venereal  in 
moft  of  its  fymptoms,  it  muft  be  fuppofed  to  be  venereal,  that  being  the 
moft  probable,  although  it  is  by  no  means  certain  ;  for  probably  the  ve- 
nereal can  hardly  be  demonftrated  in  any  cafe,  efpecially  in  the  form  of  the 
lues  venerea,  from  its  not  having  the  power  of  contamination. 

Although  the  venereal  difeafe  keeps  its  fpecific  properties  diftinfl  in  its 
feveral  forms,  yet  its  fymptoms  are  in  appearance  common  to  many  other 
difeafcs,  and  in  that  light  it  cannot  be  faid  to  have  any  one  fymptom  pecu- 
liar to  itfelf.  For  inftance,  every  fymptom  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  in  form 
of  a  gonorrhoea,  may  be  produced  by  any  other  vifible  irritating  caufe ;  and 
often  without  any  caufe  that  can  be  affigned ;  even  buboes  and  fwelled  te- 
flicles,  which  are  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe,  have  followed  both  Simulating 
injeclions  and  bougies,  when  applied  to  the  urethra  of  a  found  perfon ;  and 
indeed  thefe  two  fymptoms,  when  they  do  ariie  from  a  venereal  caufe,  in 
many  cafes,  are  only  fymptomatic,  not  fpecific,  but  more  efpecially  the 
fwelled  teflicle. 

Sores  on  the  glans  penis,  prepuce,  &c.  in  form  of  chancres,  may,  and 
do  arife  without  any  venereal  infection ;  although  we  may  obferve  that  they 
are  in  general  a  confequence  of  former  venereal  fores  which  have  been  per- 
fedly  cured. 

The  fymptoms  produced  from  the  infeftion,  when  in  the  conflitution,  are 
fuch  as  are  common  to  many  other  difcafes ;  viz.  blotches  on  the  iTcin  are 
common  to  what  is  called  fcorbutic  habits  ;  paiiis  common  to  rheumatifm, 
fwellings  of  thiC  bones,  periofleum,  fafcis,  &c.  to  many  bad  habits,  per- 
haps of  the  Icrofulous  and  rheumatic  kind.  Thus  moft  of  the  fymptoms 
of  the  venereal  difeafe,  in  all  its  forms,  are  to  be  found  in  many  other  dif- 
cafes ;  therefore  we  are  led  back  to  the  original  caufe,  to  a  number  of 
leading  circumflances,  as  dates,  and  its  effects  upon  otiiers  from  connectio.q 

when 
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when  only  local,  joined  with  the  prefent  appearances  and  fymptoms  before 
we  can  determine  abfolutely  what  the  difeafe  truly  is  ;  for  all  thefe  taken 
together,  may  be  fuch  as  can  attend  no  other  difeafe.  However,  with  all 
our  knowledge,  and  with  all  the  application  of  that  knowledge  to  fufpicious 
fymptoms  of  this  difeafe,  we  are  often  miftaken,  often  calKng  it  venereal 
when  it  is  not ;  and  fometimes  fuppofmg  it  to  be  fome  other  difeafe  when  it 
is  venereal. 

Rheumatifm,  in  many  of  its  fymptoms,  in  fome  confhitutions,  refembles 
the  lues  venerea ;  the  nodurnal  pains,  fwelling  of  the  tendons,  ligaments, 
and  periofteum,  and  pain  in  thofe  fwellings,  are  fymptoms  both  of  the  rheu- 
matifm and  the  venereal  difeafe,  when  it  attacks  thofe  parts  :  I  do  not  know 
that  I  ever  faw  the  lues  venerea  attack  the  joints,  though  many  rheumatic 
complaints  of  thofe  parts  are  cured  by  mercury,  and  therefore  fuppofed  to 
be  venereal. 

Mercury,  given  without  caution,  often  produces  the  fame  fymptoms  as 
rheumatifm ;  and  I  have  ken  even  fuch  fuppofed  to  be  venereal,  and  the 
medicine  continued. 

Other  difeafes  fhall  not  on]y  refemble  the  venereal  in  appearance  but  in 
the  mode  of  contamination,  proving  themfelves  to  be  poifons  by  affecting 
the  part  of  contad:,  and  from  thence  producing  immediate  confequences 
fimilar  to  buboes ;  alfo  remote  confequences  fimilar  to  the  lues  venerea. 

As  errors  in  forming  a  judgment  of  a  difeafe  lead  to  errors  in  the  cure,  it 
becomes  almofh  of  as  much  confequence  to  avoid  a  miftake  in  the  one  as  in 
the  other ;  for  it  is  nearly  as  dangerous  in  many  ccnftitutions  to  give  mer- 
cury where  the  difeafe  is  not  venereal,  as  to  omit  it  in  thofe  which  are  ;  for 
we  may  obferve,  that  many  of  the  conftitutions  which  put  on  fome  of  tlie 
venereal  fymptoms,,  when  the  difeafe  is  not  prefent,  are  thofe  with  which 
mercury  feldom  agrees,  and  commonly  does  harm.  I  have  feen  mercury 
given  in  a  fuppofed  venereal  ulcer  of  the  tonfils,  produce  a  mortification  of 
thofe  glands,  and  the  patient  has  been  nearly  deftroyed. 

When  treating  of  the  lues  venerea,  and  giving  the  fymptoms  and.  general 
appearances  of  the  difeafe,  I  related  fome  cafes  which  appeared  to  be  vene- 
real, though  they  really  were  not ;  and  I  fliall  now  refer  the  reader  to  thtfe, 
as  it  will  be  unneceflary  to  give  them  again  here,  although  if  they  had  not 
been  formerly  taken  notice  of,  tlais.  would  have  been  a  very  proper  place. 

As 
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As  the  difeafcs  in  queftion  are  various,  and  not  to  be  reduced  to  any 
fyftem  or  order  that  I  am  acquainted  with,  I  fliall  content  myfelf  with  rela- 
ting the  cafes,  and  thereby  put  it  in  the  power  of  others  to  judge  for  them- 
felves,  if  they  fliould  not  be  inchned  to  adopt  the  conclufions  I  have  drawn 
from  them. 

On  the  28th  of  July  1776,  a  gentleman,  then  in  the  Weil  Indies, 
fcratched  the  end  of  his  finger  with  a  thorn.  On  the  31ft  he  opened  aa 
abfcefs  on  the  Ihoulder  of  a  negro  woman  who  had  the  yaws,  and  had  been 
long  fubjedl  to  fuch  abfcefles  in  different  parts  of  the  body,  and  to  incurable 
ulcerations  afterwards.  At  the  inftant  after  the  operation,  he  perceived  a 
little  of  the  matter  upon  the  fcratch,  and  exclaimed  that  he  was  inoculated. 
On  the  2nd  of  Augufl,  he  amputated  a  boy's  finger,  of  thirteen  years  of 
age,  for  a  fore  refembling  wormeaten  wood.  The  fcratch  on  his  finger  did 
not  heal,  but  from  time  to  time  tlirew  off  whitifli  fcales  :  this  appearance 
alarmed  him,  and  he  rubbed  in  mercurial  ointment  very  freely.  Notwith- 
flanding  this,  in  the  month  of  September,  a  painful  inflamed  tumor  ap- 
peared on  the  fecond  joint  of  the  finger,  which  was  foon  followed  by 
feveral  others  on  the  back  of  the  hand,  in  the  courfe  of  the  metacarpal  bone 
of  the  forefinger.  He  flill  continued  the  mercurial  fridlion,  but  without 
e'ffedt,  for  the  tumors  daily  multiplied ;  and  by  the  month  of  November 
extended  to  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  the  axilla.  They  did  not  go  on  to 
fuppuration  at  this  time.  About  the  end  of  November  he  began  to  be  af- 
fefted  with  fevere  nofturnal  pains  in  difierent  parts  of  the  body,  but  efpe- 
cially  along  the  tibia  and  fibula,  with  frequent  fevere  headachs,  which 
continued  to  increafe  to  an  almoft  intolerable  degree  for  five  months,  though 
he  ufed  mercurial  fridion,  with  decodlion  of  farfaparilla,  every  day  in  great 
quantity. 

In  the  month  of  May  1777,  a  fcabby  eruption  appeared  in  different  parts 
of  the  body,  efpecially  the  legs  and  thighs,  and  the  before-mentioned  tumors 
ulcerated ;  but  this  was  followed  by  a  remifiion  of  the  nodurnal  pains. 

He  never  could  brirvg  on  a  falivation,  though  his  mouth  was  conflantly 
tender,  even  for  months.  The  ulcerations  became  daily  worfe,  and  a 
voyage  to  England  w^as  thought  the  only  refource.  He  arrived  in  London 
the  ifl  of  Augufl,  and  by  the  advice  of  Dr.  William  Hunter  and  Sir  John 
Pringle,  he  began  again  a  courfe  of  mercury  and  farfaparilla,  with  a  milk 

diet. 
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diet.  I  was  called  in,  and  judging  that  two-thirds  of  a  grain  of  mercurius 
calcinatus,  every  day,  was  too  fmall  a  dofe,  if  it  were  judged  to  be  venereal, 
it  was  ordered  to  be  gradually  increafed  to  five  grains  ;  and  he  continued  this 
courfe  till  November,  when  all  the  fores  were  perfedly  healed. 

He  now  difcontinued  the  mercury,  and  remained  free  from  all  fymptoms 
of  the  diforder,  except  fome  nodes  on  the  tibia,  and  rheumatic,  pains  on 
expofure  to  cold,  until  about  twelve  months  ago,  when  he  began  to  have 
an  uneafinefs  in  fwallowing,  a  rawnefs  in  the  throat,  and  a  difcharge  of 
vifcid  mucus  from  that  and  the  pofterior  noflrils,  all  of  which  ftill  continue. 
The  following  obfervations  may  be  made  on  the  abov-e  cafe  : 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  difeafe  was  the  yaws.  The  yaws  are 
a  difeafe  that  refembles  the  venereal  in  feveral  of  its  fymptoms,  as  well  as 
in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  moft  commonly  communicated.  It  differs, 
however,  in  fome  eifential  particulars.  The  yaws  have  a  regular  progrefs, 
after  going  through  which  they  leave  the  conflitution  in  an  healthy  ftate, 
at  leaft  free  from  that  difeafe  ;  it  being  fufficient  for  the  cure  that  the  patient 
be  put  in  a  ftate  favourable  to  general  health.  Thus,  a  negro  labouring 
under  the  difeafe  muft  do  little  or  no  work,  be  kept  clean,  and  have  a  better 
diet  than  ufual.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  he  commonly  gets  well  in 
from  four  to  nine  months ;  although  the  unfavourable  cafes  will  continue 
much  longer.  Various  medicines  are  given  for  the  cure,  but  it  is  not  clear 
-that  any  of  them  do  good.  Mercury  has  conliderable  power  over  the  dif- 
eafe, without  being  a  fpecific  for  it.  If  given  early  it  will  either  check  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  or  perhaps  even  heal  up  all  the  fores  on  the  Ikin ; 
but  nothing  is  gained  by  this,  for  the  difeafe  foon  breaks  out  anew.  Some 
praftitioners  of  medicine  in  the  Wefl  Indies,  are  of  opinion  that  interrupt- 
ing the  courfe  of  the  difeafe  by  mercury  is  produftive  of  no  other  evils  than 
thofe  of  lofs  of  time,  and  an  imperfeifl  cure ;  others  affirm,  that  it  is  often 
the  caufe  of  what  they  call  the  boneach.  Towards  the  end  of  the  difeafe 
it  is  generally  allowed  that  mercury  may  be  given  fafely,  and  even  with  ad- 
vantage. It  is  probable  the  long  continuance  of  the  difeafe  being  above 
fourteen  months-,  and  alfo  the  pains  in  the  bones  in  the  prefent  cafe,  were, 
owing  to  the  very  early  and  free  ufe  of  mercury.  It  may  be  allowable  to 
add,,  that  the  yaws  do  not  difl'er  more  from  the  venereal  difeafe  in  curing, 
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tliemfelves,  than  in  this  circumftance,  that,  like  the  fmallpox,  they  affe6t 
none  a  lecond  time. 

A  gentleman  applied  to  me  for  the  cure  of  chancres,  fcated  on  the  at- 
tachment of  the  prepuce  to  the  penis,  and  alfo  on  the  fra3num.  Mercury 
was  ufed  chiefly  by  fridtion,  in  order  to  affedl  the  conftitution ;  it  was  alfo 
applied  to  the  fores,  in  order  to  affedl  them  locally.  The  cure  of  the  chan- 
cres went  on  gradually  and  without  interruption  ;  and  in  about  five  weeks 
they  were  perfectly  healed.  He  almoft  immedin.tely  had  connexion  with  a 
woman,  and  long  before  we  could  fuppofe  the  mercury  had  all  got  out  of 
his  confiiitution.  In  a  very  few  days  after  the  firil  connexion,  the  prepuce 
began  to  be  chopped  all  round  on  the  edge  of  its  refledion.  He  continued 
his  connexion,  and  upon  its  growing  worfe  he  applied  to  me,  and  I  found 
the  chops  very  deep,  and  the  prepuce  there  fo  tight  and  fore  that  he  could 
not  bring  it  back  upon  the  penis.  The  queftion  now  was,  whether  this 
was  venereal  or  not  ?  The  fores  themfelves  did  not  appear  to  be  fo ;  but 
more  was  to  be  taken  into  the  account  than  fimply  appearances.  It  was 
firll  to  be  confidered,  whether  it  might  pofTibly  be  a  return  of  his  former 
complaint.  This  could  not  be  the  cafe,  becaufe  the  fores  were  not  in  the 
fame  parts.  It  was  next  to  be  queftioned,  was  it  poflible  for  this  part  of 
the  prepuce  to  have  been  contaminated  at  the  fame  time  with  the  former, 
and  the  poifon  not  to  have  come  into  adion  till  now,  having  been  prevented 
by  the  courfe  of  mercury,  which  had  not  cured  the  difpofition  ?  This  could 
not  be  well  anfwered,  although  not  probable,  becaufe  the  poifon  appeared 
to  come  too  foon  into  atlion  after  the  leaving  off  of  the  medicine ;  for  I 
did  fuppofe  there  was  ftill  a  great  deal  of  mercury  in  the  conflitution.  Was 
it  then  polTible  for  him  to  have  caught  it  from  the  woman  ?  This,  I  fup- 
pofed,  could  not  have  been  the  caufe  of  thefe  chops,  whatever  effeft  this 
connexion  might  have  to  render  them  venereal  hereafter ;  for  they  appeared 
too  foon  after  it,  efpecially  as  he  had  mercury  in  his  conftitution  at  the  time, 
and  as  the  parts  had  been  accuftomed  to  the  application  of  venereal  matter 
but  a  very  little  time  before.  Although,  from  all  circumftances  taken  to- 
gether, 1  was  convinced  the  cafe  was  not  venereal,  yet  an  apprehenfion  arofe 
in  his  mind  concerning  the  poffibility  of  having  given  it  to  the  lady,  as  he 
had  connexion  after  the  firfl  appearance  of  the  fores.  I  was  equally  con- 
vinced 
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vinced  of  the  impoflibility  of  the  one  as  of  the  other,  therefore  defired  him 
to  reft  eafy  on  that  head.  He  went  immediately  into  the  country,  and 
nothing  being  done  for  thofe  chops,  they  got  perfectly  well .  In  lefs  than  a 
fortnight  after  this  connexion,  the  lady  became  a  little  indifpofed  with  a 
flight  fever ;  and  a  fwelling  came  in  one  of  her  groins.  I  watched  the 
progrefs  of  this  fwelling,  which  was  flow,  and  I  did  not  believe  it  to  be 
venereal.  It  at  laft  formed  matter  and  broke,  and  a  poultice  v/as  applied 
to  it.  Inilead  of  ulcerating  or  fpreading,  it  rather  had  a  healing  difpofition, 
and  in  about  fix  weeks  it  was  perfedlly  well.  While  it  was  healing,  fcurfy 
eruptions  came  out  on  the  flcin,  fome  on  the  face  and  thighs,  but  more 
efpecially  on  the  hands  and  feet,  where  the  cuticle  peeled  off.  Upon  the 
firft  appearance  of  thefe,  I  was  a  little  daggered ;  but  as  the  fore  was  heal- 
ing, I  was  unwilling  tp  give  credit  to  the  appearance,  and  therefore  begged 
that  nothing  might  be  done ;  and  they  all  got  well. 

From  the  general  outline  of  thefe  cafes,  one  would  naturally  have  faid, 
they  were  venereal ;  but  the  particular  circumftances  being  all  inveftigated, 
and  the  whole  taken  together,  led  me  to  fuppofe  that  they  were  not,  and 
the  event  proved  that  to  be  the  cafe. 

The  following  cafe  was  communicated  by  Mr.  French  of  Harpur-ftreet. 

"  June  the  9th,  1782,  a  gentleman  applied  to  me  for  an  ulcer  which  was 
feated  on  the  glans  penis,  attended  with  exceffive  pain.  Knowing  him  to 
be  an  intemperate  man,  and  learning  from  himfelf,  that  during  a  flate  of 
intoxication  he  had  been  connedled  with  a  woman,  I  judged  the  complaint 
to  be  venereal.  He  was  now  in  a  feveriHi  ftate  and  unfit  for  the  exhibi- 
bition  of  mercury :  I  therefore  prefcribed  for  him  decodion  of  bark,  with 
elixir  of  vitriol  and  tindlura  thebaica,  proportioned  to  his  pain.  I  diredled 
him  to  abilain  from  every  kind  of  fermented  liquor ;  to  live  chiefly  upon 
milk,  and  to  wafli  the  ulcer  with  a  liniment  compofed  of  equal  parts  of  oil 
of  almonds  and  aqua  fapphirina. 

About  the  17th  of  the  fame  month,  fome  check  having  been  given  to 
the  fever,  the  fore  looking  cleaner,  and  his  pain  having  abated,  I  ordered 
him  fmall  dofes  of  argentum  vivum  and  extrad  of  hemlock. 

July  the  4th,  finding  the  mercurial  courfe  to  difagrce,  I  ordered  three 
grains  of  the  extract  of  hemlock  to  be  taken  two  or  three  times  a  day,  and 
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the  decodioii  of  bark  to  be  taken  as  before,  with  twenty  drops  of  tinflura 
tlicbaica,  which  was  gradually  increafcd  to  fixty,  at  bed-time. 

The  ulcer  had  fpread  very  much  during  the  mercurial  courfe,  and  had 
now  delliroycd  half  the  glans  penis. 

Odober  ift,  Mr.  Hunter  was  confulted,  and  ordered  the  patient  to  add 
the  powder  of  farfaparilla  to  the  decoction  of  bark,  to  take  laudanum  freely, 
and  walli  the  fores  with  tindura  thebiaica.  Soon  after  beginning  this  courfe 
the  remainder  of  the  glans  penis  flouglied  off;  the  parts  gradually  healed ; 
and  health  was  reftorcd. 

There  were  two  other  fymptoms  in  this  cafe  which  deferve  to  be  taken 
notice  of;  a  confiderable  enlargement  of  the  fcalp  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
OS  frontis,  and  on  the  left  parietal  bone,  attended  with  exceflive  pain,  and 
vibices  refembling  the  fea-fcurvy  on  the  infide  of  the  left  tibia,  both  of 
which  difappeared  in  the  courfe  of  the  cure. 

Some  months  after,  the  tumor  in  the  head  returned,  and  feveral  abfcefTes 
Vi'ere  formed  which  were  opened,  and  the  cranium  found  carious  to  a  great 
extent.  On  account  of  the  pain,  he  has  for  fome  months  pafl  taken  two 
hundred  and  forty  drops  of  laudanum,  and  fix  grains  of  opium  daily.  Thefe 
fores  healed  up,  and  others  broke  out  in  different  parts  of  the  head,  which 
alfo  got  well ;  and  in  June  1785  there  was  only  one  large  ulcer  in  the  angle 
of  the  right  eye." 

A  lady  was  delivered  of  a  child  on  the  30th  of  September  1776.  The 
infant  being  weakly,  and  the  quantity  of  milk  in  the  mother's  breafts 
abundant,  it  was  judged  proper  to  procure  the  child  of  a  perfon  in  the 
neighbourhood  to  afiifl'in  keeping  the  breafls  in  a  proper  flate.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  the  lady  kept  her  own  child  to  the  right  breafl,  the 
ftranger  to  the  left.  In  about  fix  v/eeks  the  nipple  of  the  left  brcafl  began 
to  inflame,  and  the  glands  of  the  axilla  to  fwell.  A  few  days  after,  feveral 
fmall  ulcers  were  formed  about  the  nipple,  which,  fpreading  rapidly,  foon 
communicated  and  became  one  ulcer,  and  at  lafl  the  whole  nipple  was  de- 
ftroyed.  The  tumor  in  the  axilla  fubfided,  and  the  ulcer  in  the  breafk 
healed  in  about  three  months  from  its  firfl  appearance.  On  inquiry,  about 
this  time  the  child  of  the  ftranger  was  found  to  be  fhort  breathed ;  had 
the  thrufh ;  and  died  tabid,  witli  many  fores  on  different  parts  of  the  body* 

The 
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The  patient  now  complained  of  fhooting  pains  in  different  parts  of  the 
body,  which  were  fucceeded  by  an  eruption  on  the  arms,  legs  and  thighs, 
many  of  which  became  ulcers . 

She  was  now  put  under  a  mercurial  courfe,  with  a  decodion  of  farpa- 
parilla.  Mercury  was  tried  in  a  variety  of  forms,  in  folution,  in  pills 
internally,  and  externally  in  the  form  of  ointment.  It  could  not  be  con- 
tinued above  a  few  days  at  a  time,  as  it  always  brought  on  fever  or  purg- 
ing, with  extreme  pain  in  the  bowels.  In  this  ftate  fhe  remained  till  March 
16,1 779,  when  fhe  was  delivered  of  another  child  in  a  difeafed  flate.  This 
child  was  committed  to  the  care  of  a  wetnurfe,  and  lived  about  nine  weeks. 
The  cuticle  peeling  off  in  various  parts,  and  a  fcabby  eruption  covering  the 
whole  body.     The  child  died. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  the  child,  the  nurfe  complained  of  headach  and 
fore  throat,  together  with  ulceration  of  the  breafts.  Various  remedies  were 
^iven  to  her,  but  fhe  determined  to  go  into  a  public  hofpital,  where  fhe 
was  falivated,  and  after  fome  months  fhe  was  difcharged,  but  not  cured 
of  the  difeafe.  The  bones  of  the  nofe  and  palate  exfoliated,  and  in  a  few 
months  fhe  alfo  died  tabid. 

Of  the  various  remedies  tried  by  the  lady  herfelf,  none  fucceeded  fo  well 
as  fea-bathing.  About  the  month  of  May  fhe  began  a  courfe  of  the  Lif- 
bon  diet-drink,  and  continued  it  with  regularity  about  a  month,  drefling 
the  fores  with  laudanum,  by  which  treatment  the  fores  healed  up  ;  and  in 
September  flie  was  delivered  of  another  child,  free  from  external  marks  of 
difeafe,  but  very  licklyj  and  it  died  in  the  courfe  of  the  month. 

About  a  twelvemonth  after,  the  fores  broke  out  again,  and  although  mer- 
curial dreflings  and  internal  medicines  were  given,  remained  for  a  twelve- 
month, when  they  began  again  to  heal  up. 

The  following  cafes  being  all  derived  from  one  flock,  fliow  as  much  as 
pofTible,  that  new  poifons  are  rifmg  up  every  day,  and  thofe  very  fimilar  to 
the  venereal  in  many  refpeds,  although  not  in  all ;  therefore  it  is  the  want 
of  fimilarity  that  becomes  the  criterion  to  judge  by,  and  not  the  fimilarity. 
The  parents  of  the  child,  who  is  the  fubjeft  of  the  following  hillory,  were 
and  are  to  all  appearance  healthy  people.  The  child  was  weakly  when 
born ;  and  the  mother  having  little  or  no  milk,  when  it  was  three  weeks 
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old  flie  gave  it  to  a  nurfe  whofc  milk  was  then  {even  months  old,  and  was 
giving  liick  to  her  own  child.  The  fofter- mother  allowed  her  own  to  fuck 
the  riglit  breafl,  while  the  other  lucked  the  left. 

The  nurfe  obferved  that  the  llcin  of  the  fofter-child  began  to  peel  off; 
but  no  rawnefs  or  forenefs  took  place  except  about  the  anus,  where  it  looked 
as  if  fcalded.  The  fame  kind  of  peeling  took  place  on  the  lips,  but  they 
did  not  appear  to  be  fore,  although  the  people  in  the  country  faid  it  was 
the  thrufli.  The  inner  furface  of  the  mouth  and  tongue  appeared  found. 
In  a  fortnight  after  her  receiving  the  child  it  died,  and  then  (he  allowed 
licr  own  child  to  fuck  both  breafls  for  three  weeks ;  at  the  end  of  which 
file  came  to  town  to  nurfe  a  gentleman's  child. 

She  gave  fuck  to  this  fecond  child  ;  but  after  being  in  town  about  ten  or 
eleven  days,  flie  did  not  feel  herfelf  perfectly  well ;  which  made  them  fup- 
pofe  that  the  new  mode  of  life,  confinement  in  town,  and  probably  better 
living,  might  not  agree  with  her,  and  flie  went  into  the  country  and  took 
the  gentleman's  child  with  her.  About  three  or  four  days  after  fhe  went 
to  the  country,  for  inftance,  about  a  fortnight  after  (he  took  this  child,  and 
five  weeks  after  the  death  of  the  firfi:  child,  her  left  nipple,  which  the  firfl 
nurfed-child  had  always  fucked,  began  to  be  fore,  fo  that  fhe  could  not  let 
the  child  fuck  it.  This  ulcer  on  the  nipple  became  extremely  painful ;  in 
a  day  or  two  eruptions  came  out  on  her  face,  and  foon  after  all  over  her 
body,  but  moft  on  her  legs  and  thighs.  They  continued  coming  out  for 
about  a  fortnight,  and  had  at  firft  very  mucli  the  appearance  of  the  erup- 
tions of  the  fmallpox,  and  on  the  third  day  of  their  eruption  were  attended 
with  fever,  univerfal  uneafinefs,  and  great  pain. 

Two  or  three  days  after  the  eruption  on  the  {kin  appeared,  one  of  the 
glands  of  the  armpit  began  to  fwell,  and  formed  matter,  and  was  opened 
within  a  fortnight  after  its  firfl  appearance,  and  healed  almofl  diredlly. 
Some  of  the  eruptions  increafed  fail  and  became  very  broad  fores,  nearly  of 
the  fize  of  a  half-crown,  efpecially  on  the  legs  and  thighs,  and  were  co- 
vered with  a  broad  fcab  ;  many  remained  fmall  and  only  appeared  like 
pimples.  About  a  fortnight  after  the  firfl  appearance  of  the  eruption,  fome 
began  to  die  away ;  and  in  four  weeks  more,  after  this  appearance,  a  foul 
ulcer  attacked  the  left  tonfil. 

Tha 
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The  furgeon  in  the  country,  from  all  thefe  circumflances,  finding  he 
could  not  get  any  ground  by  the  before-mentioned  treatment,  determined  to 
give  her  the  folution  of  the  corrofive  fublimate,  of  which  he  gave  half  a 
grain  in  folution  night  and  morning  j  in  about  a  week  there  feemed  to  be  a 
flop  put  to  the  fwelling  of  the  ulcers,  and  the  difcharge  to  be  fomewhat 
lelTened,  the  ulcer  in  the  throat  putting  on  a  better  appearance. 

It  was  at  this  period  I  firft  faw  her,  which  was  about  fix  weeks  after 
the  firft  appearance  of  the  eruption,  and  a  fortnight  after  the  appearance  of 
the  ulcer  in  the  tonfil.  The  eruptions  were  then  very  much  as  before  de- 
fcribed ;  but  the  ulcer  in  the  tonfil  was  clean  and  healing.  From  the 
hiftory  of  the  cafe  I  did  conceive  it  not  to  be  venereal ;  I  therefore  defired 
that  all  medicines  might  be  left  off,  which  medicines  could  only  have  been 
taken  for  a  fortnight  at  moft,  becaufe  it  was  after  the  appearance  of  the 
ulcer  on  the  tonfil  the  mercury  was  given,  which  was  only  of  a  fortnight's 
ftanding  when  I  faw  her.     She  foon  after  recovered. 

After  being  well  for  fome  time,  fhe  again  applied  to  the  furgeon  in  the 
country,  an  abfcefs  having  formed  where  the  complaint  firft  began  in  the 
breaft,  attended  with  frefh  eruptions  on  the  face. 

The  abfcefs  was  opened,  and  it  healed  up  in  a  few  days,  and  upon  taking 
ibme  cooling  phyfic  the  eruptions  difappeared.  She  has  continued  very 
well  ever  fince,  without  any  other  bad  effeift  than  the  total  lofs  of  her  nip- 
ple.    This  cafe  was  certainly  underftood  to  be  venereal. 

About  five  days  after  the  appearance  of  the  eruption  on  the  nurfe,  the 
gentleman's  child  was  taken  away  and  given  to  a  healthy  woman  of  a  florid 
complexion,  aged  twenty-four  years,  and  who  had  lain  in  with  her  firft 
child  eleven  months  when  flie  became  wetnurie  to  this  child.  After  a  few 
days  file  obferved  eruptions  on  the  child's  head,  not  unlike  thole  already 
defcribed  on  the  firft  nurfe  which  it  had  fucked.  Its  mouth  foon  after  be- 
came excoriated,  fo  that  it  fucked  with  difficulty.  After  a  fhort  time  thofe 
eruptions  on  the  head  became  dry  and  peeled  oft",  others  appeared  on  the 
face,  knees  and  feet,  but  wholly  unlike  the  former,  as  the  firft  maturated, 
while  the  latter  appeared  only  cutaneous,  peeling  oft"  and  leaving  a  circum- 
fcribed  fpot  of  a  light  dun  colour,  which  continued  increafing  for  five 
weeks.     Thefe  eruptions  continued  nearly  three  months  from  their  com- 
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390  DISEASES  RESEMBLING  THE  LUES  VENEREA. 

menccment,  at  which  period  the  child  was  extremely  emaciated;  but  no 
particular  treatment  was  indicated,  lb  no  medicine  was  exhibited,  and  in  a 
few  weeks  after  it  came  to  London  and  got  perfedlly  well. 

The  fecond  nurfe,  a  few  days  after  giving  fuck  to  the  child,  had  blotches 
appear  on  her  left  breaft,  precifely  the  fame  with  thofe  on  the  firft  nurfe ; 
with  this  difference  only,  that  they  were  fewer  in  number,  and  attended 
with  a  greater  degree  of  phlegmonous  inflammation.  They  continued,  and 
increafed  in  fize  for  feven  or  eight  days ;  then  the  nipple  of  the  fame  breaft 
became  ulcerated  ;  the  ulceration  fpreading  fo  much  as  to  endanger  the  lofs 
of  it ;  her  thighs  now  became  difcafed,  and  afterwards  her  legs. 

She  fuckled  this  child  about  twelve  weeks.  The  difeafe  feemed  no 
longer  to  increafe,  and  in  twelve  or  fourteen  days  after  this  entirely  difap- 
peared,  without  her  taking  any  medicine,  except  a  few  ounces  of  the  decoc- 
tion of  the  bark.  The  only  application  to  the  breaft  was  unguentum 
fimplex. 

The  milk  at  this  time  became  fo  fmall  in  quantity,  that  they  were  under 
the  neceflity  of  providing  a  third  wetnurfe  for  the  child,  and  the  fecond  re- 
turned to  the  country.  Her  own  child  being  weaned,  ftie  had  no  further 
occafion  for  the  milk,  and  in  a  few  days  it  wholly  difappeared ;  but  by  way 
of  amufing  the  child  when  peevilh,  flie  allowed  it  to  take  the  nipple,  which 
had  been  difeafed,  in  its  mouth  ;  the  confequence  was,  that  in  a  few  days 
this  child  alfo  became  difeafed  in  like  manner  with  the  former.  She  now 
applied  to  an  eminent  furgeon  for  afliftance,  who,  not  being  acquainted 
with  the  hiftory,  fuppofed  it  venereal,  and  ordered  a  colourlefs  medicine, 
fuppofed,  from  circumftances,  to  be  the  folution  of  fublimate,  fixteen  grains 
to  half  a  pint  of  water  ;  the  dofe  a  table-fpoonful.  She  took  this  medicine 
as  diredled,  and  alfo  gave  it  to  her  huft)and  and  child ;  the  child  a  tea- 
fpoonful  only  at  a  time.     While  taking  this  medicine  flie  got  well. 

The  third  wetnurfe,  like  the  former,  was  in  a  ftiort  time  affedled,  but  the 
blotches  in  this  cafe  were  ftill  fewer  in  number,  the  difeafe  appearing  to  lofe 
confiderably  in  its  power,  as  each  frefh  infection  became  lefs  malignant  than 
the  former.     She  got  well  without  taking  any  medicine. 

I.     OF 
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I.    OF  DISEASES  SUPPOSED  TO  BE  VENEREAL  PRODUCED 
BY  TRANSPLANTED  TEETH. 

Since  the  operation  of  tranfplanting  teeth  has  been  pradlifed  in  London, 
{bn:>e  cafes  have  occurred  in  which  the  venereal  infedlion  has  been  fuppofed 
to  be  communicated  in  this  way  ;  and  they  have  been  treated  accordingly ; 
nor  has  the  method  of  cure  tended  to  weaken  the  fufpicion  :  yet  when  all 
the  circumftances  attending  them,  both  in  the  mode  of  catching  the  difeafe, 
and  in  the  cure  when  they  have  been  treated  as  venereal,  are  confidered, 
there  is  fomething  in  them  all  which  is  not  exadlly  fimilar  to  the  ufual  ap- 
pearance of  the  venereal  difeafe  when  caught  in  the  common  way ;  efpe- 
cially  too  when  it  is  confidered  that  fome  of  the  cafes  were  not  treated  as 
venereal,  and  yet  were  cured,  and  therefore  the  cures  of  the  others  which 
appeared  to  be  from  mercury,  are  not  clear  proofs  of  their  having  been  ve- 
nereal.* 

•  I  believe  that  I  have  feen  moft,  if  not  all  the  cafes  of  this  kind  which 
have  occurred,  and  have  attended  fome  of  them.  In  all  of  them  the  time 
of  local  affedlion,  after  the  infertion  of  the  tooth,  has  been  almoft  regularly 
a  month,  which  is  too  long  for  the  venereal  to  take  effedl  at  a  medium  ; 
and  where  they  have  produced  conflitutional  fymptoms,  thofe  again  have 
either  followed  the  local  too  clofe  for  the  venereal,  or  too  regular  as  to  time. 
But  it  may  be  advanced,  that  a  difeafe  has  been  produced  probably  as  bad 
in  its  confequences  as  the  venereal.  That  a  difeafe  has  been  formed  in  this 
Way  is  certain. 

The  firll  cafe  of  this  kind  which  came  under  my  care,  was  a  lady  who 
had  one  of  the  bicufpidati  tranfplanted.  The  tranfplanted  tooth  faltened 
very  well.     About  a  month  after,  fhe  danced  till  five  or  fix  o'clock  in  the 

*,  It  is  to  be  remarked  here  that  I  do  not,  in  the  prefcnt  cafe,  lay  any  ftrefs  at  all  on  my  opi- 
nion of  the  lues  venerea  not  having  the  power  of  contamination ;  and  I  believe  we  muft  allow 
if  the  difeafe  were  venereal,  it  muft  have  been  contraiEled  from  a  lues  venerea  in  the  perfon 
from  whom  the  tooth  was  taken  ;  for  chancres  are  not  common  in  the  mouth,  and  they  vi'ould 
be  feen  on  exammation.    I  believe  few  difcharges  fimilar  to  gonorrhoea  take  place  there. 

morning. 
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■morning,  caught  cold,  and  liad  a  fever  in  confequence,  which  laflied  near 
fix  weeks.  In  this  time  ulceration  in  the  gum  and  jaw  took  place,  though 
k  wa^  then  not  known.  And  when  ihe  was  beginning  to  recover,  it  was 
found  that  not  only  the  gum  and  focket  of  this  tooth  were  difeafed,  but  alfo 
thofe  of  the  teeth  next  to  it.  The  two  teeth  were  taken  out,  and  the  fockets 
of  both  afterwards  exfoliated  ;  but  the  parts  were  very  backward  in  healing. 

This  backwardnefs  gave  rife  to  various  opinions,  the  principal  of  which 
w;as,  that  it  was  venereal.  In  the  mean  time  a  rifing  appeared  upon  one 
cf  the  legs,  which  was  of  the  indolent  node  kind  ;  this  was  alfo  fufpefted 
by  fome  to  be  venereal,  or  rather  was  a  corroborating  circumftance  of  the 
former  opinion  ;  but  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  it  was  not.  I  defired  flie 
might  go  to  the  fea  and  bathe,  which  flie  did,  and  got  perfectly  well,  both 
in  the  jaw  and  leg,  and  has  continued  fo  ever  lince.     . 

The  fecond  cafe  of  this  kind  I  have  feen  was  alfo  in  a  young  lady :  the 
tranfplanted  tooth  faftened  extremely  well,  and  continued  fo  for  about  a 
month,  when  the  gum  began  to  ulcerate,  leaving  the  tooth  and  focket  bare. 
The  ulcer  continued,  and  blotches  appeared  upon  the  fkin,  and  ulcers  alfo 
in  the  throat.  The  difeafe  was  treated  as  venereal,  the  complaints  gave 
way  to  this  courfe,  but  they  recurred  feveral  times  after  very  fevere  courfes 
of  mercury  :  however,  fhe  at  laft  got  well. 

The  only  obfervation  I  can  make  on  this  cafe  is,  that  the  fymptoms  re- 
curred after  continued  courfes  of  mercury,  much  oftner  than  is  ufual  in 
venereal  cafes ;  and  I  had  my  fufpicions  all  along  that  it  was  fcrofulous. 

The  third  cafe  was  of  a  gentleman,  where  the  tranfplanted  tooth  re- 
mained, without  giving  the  leaft  difturbance,  for  about  a  month,  when  the 
edge  of  the  gum  began  to  ulcerate,  and  the  ulceration  went  on  till  the 
tooth  dropped  out.  Some  time  after,  fpots  appeared  almoft  every  where  on 
the  fkin  ;  they  had  not  the  truly  venereal  appearance,  but  were  redder,  or 
more  tranfparent,  and  more  circumfcribed.  He  had  alfo  a  tendency  to  a 
hedic  fever,  fuch  as  refllefsnefs,  want  of  fleep,  lofs  of  appetite,  and  head- 
ach.  After  trying  feveral  things,  and  not  finding  relief,  he  was  put  under 
a  courfe  of  mercury,  and  all  difeafe  difappeared  according  to  the  common 
courfe  of  the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  we  thought  him  well ;  but 
fome  time  after,  the  fame  appearances  returned,  with  the  addition  of  fwel- 

ling 
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ling  In  the  bones  of  the  metacarpus.  He  was  now  put  under  another  courfe 
of  mercury  more  fevere  than  the  former,  and  in  the  ufual  time  all  the  fymp- 
toms  again  difappeared.  Several  months  after,  the  fame  eruptions  came  out 
again,  but  not  in  fo  great  a  degree  as  before,  and  without  any  other  attend- 
ant fymptoms.  He  a  third  time  took  mercury,  but  it  was  only  ten  grains 
of  corrofive  fublimate  in  the  whole  ;  and  he  got  quite  well.  The  time  be- 
tween his  firft  taking  mercury,  and  his  being  cured,  was  a  fpace  of  three 
years-. 

Query  :  Could  this  cafe  be  venereal  ?  The  two  firft  courfes  of  mercury 
removing  the  eruptions,  would  feem  to  prove  it  was ;  but  the  third  courfe 
alfo  removing  them,  which  confifted  of  only  ten  grains  of  corrofive  fubli- 
mate, would  feem  to  prove  that  it  could  not  be  venereal ;  for  if  it  had,  the 
appearances  which  returned  after  the  fecond  courfe,  in  which  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  mercury  had  been  given,  would  not  have  yielded  to  ten  grains. 

The  fourth  cafe  was  that  of  a  young  lady  who  had  a  tooth  tranfplanted, 
and  about  the  fame  diftance  of  time  after  it  as  mentioned  in  the  former  cafes, 
the  gum  began  to  ulcerate,  and  the  ulceration  was  making  confiderable  pro- 
grefs.  The  furgeon  who  was  firft  confulted  defired  mercury  to  be  given 
immediately.  I  was  afterwards  defired  to  fee  her,  and  advifed  that  mercury 
fhould  not  be  had  recourfe  to,  that  we  might  afcertain  the  nature  of  the 
cafe ;  for  if  fhe  took  mercury  and  got  well,  it  would  be  adding  one  more 
to  the  number  of  the  fuppofed  venereal  cafes  arifing  from  fuch  a  caufe.  I 
recommended  drawing  the  tooth,  that  we  might  fee  what  efFeds  would  be 
produced  by  the  removal  of  the  firft  caufe. 

The  tooth  was  drawn,  and  the  gum  healed  up  as  faft  as  any  common 
ulcer,  and  has  ever  fince  continued  well. 

This  cafe  requires  no  comment.  I  may,  however,  be  allowed  to  obferve, 
that  if  the  lady  had  gone  through  a  courfe  of  mercury,  fhe  would  have,  in 
all  probability,  alfo  got  well ;  for  the  tooth,  in  the  time  neceffary  for  com- 
pleating  the  courfe  of  mercury,  would  have  dropped  out ;  and  if  this  had 
really  happened,  we  need  not  hefitate  in  affirming,  that  it  would  have  been 
confidered  as  venereal. 

The  fifth  cafe  was  that  of  a  young  lady,  eighteen  years  of  age,  who  had 
one  of  the  incifores  tranlplanted,  whicli  faltcned  very  well ;  but  fix  or  feven 
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weeks  after  the  operation,  an  ulceration  of  the  gum  took  place,  tlie  tooth 
was  immediately  ordered  to  be  removed,  and  the  bark  uas  given  without 
any  other  medicine,  and  fhe  got  \\'ell  in  a  few  weeks  . 

The  fixth  cafe  was  that  of  a  gentleman,  aged  twenty-three,  a  native  of 
one  of  the  Well  India  iflands,  who  had  the  two  front  incifores  tranfplantedj 
and  about  the  fame  time  after  die  operation,  as  in  the  former  cafes,  an  ul- 
ceration of  the  gums  took  place,  which  increafed  to  a  very  great  degree, 
and  the  edges  of  the  gum  floughed  off.  An  eminent  furgeon  was  confulted, 
who 'ordered  the  bark,  and  the  patient,  without  taking  any  other  medicine, 
got  well,  in  nearly  the  fame  time  as  the  ladies,  in  cafes  four  and  five,  who 
liad  the  teeth  taken  out.  The  gums  recovered  themfelves  perfeftly,  but 
were  confiderably  lliorter. 

If  we  take  fome  of  the  above  cafes,  and  confider  them  as  they  at  firft  ap- 
peared, we  fhall  almofl  pronounce  them  to  have  been  venereal.  If  we  take 
the  others,  we  fliall  pronounce  them  abfolutely  not  to  be  venereal ;  and  if 
we  confider  every  circumftance  relating  to  thofe  probably  venereal,  we  fhall, 
as  far  as  reafoning  goes,  conclude  that  they  were  not  venereal.  The  firft 
cafe  that  appeared  at  the  time  to  be  venereal,  is  the  fecond  of  thofe  before 
related ;  but  as  I  did  not  attend  the  lady  through  the  whole  of  the  cure,  I 
can  fay  lefs  upon  it ;  fhe  certainly  had  the  iymptoms  recur  oftner  than  they 
do  in  venereal  cafes  in  common,  where  the  difeafe  is  attended  with  no  am- 
biguity, and  took  more  than  the  ufual  quantity  of  mercury ;  there  is  there- 
fore in  this  cafe  fomething  not  clearly  underftood,  becaufe  it  does  not  exaftly 
agree  with  venertal  cafes  in  general  in  all  its  parts. 

The  fourth  cafe  was  fimilar  in  its  recurring,  and  in  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury that  appeared  to  be  neceffary  to  remove  the  fymptoms. 

The  molt  ferious  effefts  of  tranfplanting  a  tooth  happened  to  a  young 
lady,  and  are  related  in  the  Medical  Tranfaclions,  by  the  late  Sir  William 
Watfon. 

The  dentift  being  alarmed  at  the  firfl  appearance,  defired  me  to  vilit 
her  upon  his  own  account.  The  edge  of  the  gum  had  juil  then  begun  ta 
ulcerate.  As  I  did  not  know  well  what  was  beft  to  be  done,  I  delircd  him 
to  make  a  Itrong  folution  of  corrolive  fublimate,  and  let  the  mouth  be  oftea 
walhed  with  it,  and  alfo  to  apply  fome  lint,  foaked  in  it,  to  the  part ;  but  as 

this 
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this  did  not  flop  its  progrefs,  fhe  applied  to  Sir  William  Watfon,  to  whole 
account  of  the  cafe  I  muft  refer  the  reader,  and  from  that  account  I  muft 
take  my  materials  to  reafon  upon.  However,  I  may  remark,  that  the  cafe 
appears  to  have  been  fuppofed  at  laft  to  have  been  venereal,  whatever 
might  have  been  the  firft  opinion,  and  for  the  two  following  reafons  ; 
firft,  from  the  mode  of  catching  the  difeafe  being  poflible ;  and  fecondly, 
from  its  not  giving  way  to  medicines  which  are  of  no  fervice  in  the  vene- 
real difeafe  j  and  this  opinion  appears  to  have  been  confirmed  by  the  difeafe 
giving  way  to  mercury.  But  the  cafe  itfelf,  abflradted  from  the  mode  of 
catching  it,  and  even  the  mode  of  cure,  does  not  perfedlly  agree  with  the 
common  attending  circumflances  of  the  venereal ;  nor  has  that  attention  been 
paid  to  the  neceffary  circumflances  fufficient  to  determine  it  to  be  venereal. 

The  progrefs  of  the  ulceration  in  the  mouth,  which  was  the  firfl  fymp- 
tom,  was  by  much  too  rapid  for  a  venereal  ulcer  in  common;  for  it  muft 
be  confidered,  if  venereal,  fimply  as  a  chancre,  or  local  affedion. 

Now  let  us  trace  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  into  the  conflitution.  "  About 
this  time,"  viz.  when  the  local  difeafe  was  making  fuch  rapid  progrefs, 
"  blotches  appeared  in  her  face,  neck,  and  various  parts  of  the  body; 
feveral  of  thefe  became  ulcerated  painful  fores."*  Now  this  date  of  the 
conflitutional  affedlions  following  the  local,  is  by  much  too  foon  to  be  ve- 
nereal ;  we  know  if  a  lues  venerea  arifes  either  from  a  gonorrhoea  or  chan- 
cre, it  does  not  appear  in  common  till  about  fix  weeks,  often  much  later, 
but  feldom  fooner.  I  do  not  count  much  upon  the  circumftance  of  there 
being  no  fwelling  of  the  lymphatic  glands  of  the  neck,  forming  buboes,  as 
that  is  not  a  conftant  fymptom  attending  the  venereal  matter  getting  into 
the  circulation,  although  it  Ihould  be  allowed  to  have  fome  weight,  efpe- 
cially  where  other  circumflances  do  not  perfectly  agree.  The  appearances 
from  the  conflitution,  when  they  did  take  place,  were  much  niore  violent 
and  rapid  in  their  progrefs  than  any  venereal  blotches  I  ever  faw  :  we  know 
in  the  lues  venerea  that  they  are  months  before  they  arrive  at  the  llage  of 
fcabs  ;  alfo  the  pain  attending  thofe  fores  did  not  in  the  leail  correfpond 
with  the  lues  vejierea.     Venereal  blotches  hardly  give  any  fenfation,  or  at 

*   Medical  Tranfaftions,  vol.  3,  page  328. 
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leaft  very  little;  but  after  all,  mercury  cured  this  difeafe,  whatever  it  was  : 
tvventy-eight  grains  of  calomel,  made  into  fourteen  pills,  was  taken,  prob- 
ably, in  ten  or  twelve  days ;  for  it  was  direfted  flie  fhould  take  one  or  two 
each  day,  as  the  bowels  would  allow  j  but  although  tindura  thebiiica  was 
given,  tlicy  purged  fo  much  as  made  it  necellary  to  give  no  more  in  this 
way;  but  although  fo  little  mercury  was  taken,  and  had  alfo  run  off  con- 
fiderably  by  the  bowels,  yet  "  The  ulceration  of  her  mouth  and  cheeks  did 
not  fpread,  but  were  lefs  painful  and  of  a  milder  appearance ;  the  blotches 
in  her  face  and  body  grew  paler,  and  fuch  of  them  as  had  ulcerated  healed 
apace  and  no  new  ones  appeared.  Unguent  coeruleum  fortius"  was  there- 
fore diredled  "  to  be  well  rubbed  into  her  legs  and  thighs  twice  a  day,  in 
fmall  dofes,"  lelt  it  fliould  be  determined  to  the  bowels.  "  In  about  ten  or 
twelve  days  her  griping  and  purging  returned  with  violence,  the  ointment 
was  therefore  difcontinued  ;  at  this  time  the  blotches  were  all  gone  ;  the 
ulceration  in  her  face  and  body  were  completely  healed,  and  thofe  of  her 
mouth  nearly  fo." 

The  only  remark  I  have  to  make  on  the  cure  is,  that  the  quantity  of 
mercuiy  was  not  fufficient  to  cure  chancres  on  the  penis,  making  fuch  rapid 
progrefs  as  thofe  did  in  her  mouth  ;  nor  could  the  fame  quantity  of  mercury 
cure  venereal  fores  on  the  fkin,  which  had  made  fuch  rapid  progrefs  as  they 
did  in  this  cafe ;  and  if  we  take  in  the  efFe6t  this  had  upon  her  health,  with 
the  termination  of  the  whole,  I  think  we  fliould  pronounce  it  not  venereal  j 
for  the  fpecific  circumftances,  if  it  was  venereal,  were  juft  as  uncommon  as 
the  mode  of  catching  it. 

Many  of  thefe  cafes,  fufpedled  of  being  venereal,  I  have  feen  occafionally ; 
and  although  the  patients  recovered  while  under  a  courfe  of  mercury,  yet 
on  account  of  the  want  of  attention  in  the  pradlitioners  to  the  very  circum- 
ftances that  would  decide  the  difeafe  to  be  either  venereal  or  not,  I  pafs 
them  over  unnoticed. 

After  having  confidered  the  cafes  themfelves  of  thofe  who  had  the  teeth- 
tranfplanted,  let  us  alfo  confider  the  perfons  from  whom  the  teeth  were 
taken ;  for  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  this  will  throw  fome  light  upon  the 
fubjedt.  Let  me  fuppofe  that  the  young  girls  from  whom  the  teeth  were 
taken  really  had  the  lues  venerea,  and  that  the  teeth  were  of  courfe  alfo  in- 
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fefted,  which  is  a  fuppofition  mofl  unfavourable  to  my  real  opinion,  it  ap- 
pears to  mc,  that  even  in  this  cafe  there  can  be  no  difference  between  the 
gums  of  the  girl  from  whom  the  tooth  was  taken,  and  the  gums  of  the 
perfon  who  received  it :  if  the  ulceration  took  place  in  the  lall:  from  con- 
tamination, would  not  the  focket  in  the  girl  from  whom  the  tooth  was 
taken  likewife  have  ulcerated  ?  But  this  did  not  happen  in  any  of  them. 
I  have  here  fuppofed  the  teeth  capable  of  being  contaminated  j  although  I 
■  believe  we  have  never  yet  feen  them  have  this  difeafe  primarily,  but  only  in 
confequence  of  its  breaking  out  fomewhere ,  elfe,  in  the  mouth,  throat,  or 
nofe,  and  fpreading  to  them  ;  but  ftill,  if  they  are  capable  of  having  the 
difeafe,  and  communicating  it  to  others,  it  becomes  very  extraordinary  that 
thofe  people  fhould  have  hit  upon  the  few  teeth  that  probably  were  ever  fo 
contaminated. 

When  we  confider  that  the  girls  from  whom  the  teeth  were  taken,  had 
not  the  leaft  appearance  of  difeafe  at  the  time,  and  had  none  when  the  dif- 
eafe broke  out  in  the  perfon  who  received  the  teeth,  it  becomes  llirange  that 
it  fhould  break  out  in  the  receivers,  and  not  in  the  giver. 

It  is  alfo  fingular,  that  an  ambiguity  fliould  follow  this  difeafe  in  all  its 
ftages  ;  in  the  mode  of  its  being  caught,  the  appearance,  and  the  cure. 

Let  us  fum  up  all  the  arguments  in  favour  of  the  difeafe  not  ])eing  vene- 
real. Firfl: ;  two  patients,  whofe  cafes  were  fimilar  to  the  others  in  their 
origin,  recovered  without  medicine. 

Secondly  ;  they  who  feemed  to  be  cured  by  mercury,  had  not  a  treatment 
exactly  fimilar  to  thofe  who  were  indifputably  poxed. 

Thirdly ;  I  confider  it  as  impofiible  for  parts  to  have  the  power  of  con- 
taminating, which  are  not  themfelves  difeafed. 

Fourthly ;  the  parts  contaminating  were  never  known  to  have  been  con- 
taminated themfelves. 

But  it  muft  be  nearly  the  fame  thing  to  thofe  who  want  to  have  teeth 
tranfplanted,  whether  my  reafoning  is  jafl  or  not;  for  a  difeafe  in  confe- 
quence of  the  operation  moll  certainly  has  taken  place  :  and  in  fome  cafes 
this  has  been  worfe,  or  cured  with  more  difficulty,  than  the  lues  venerea 
in  common  ;  and  vv'hatever  the  difeafe  may  be,  T  yet  know  of  no  mode  of 
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prevention,  except  the  dra\ving  of  the  tooth  early,  and  that  has  been  tried 
in  one  cafe  only,  and  in  that  cafe  was  fuccefsful. 

From  this  account  many  may  be  deterred  from  having  this  operation  per- 
formed ;  in  that  light  no  evil  can  arifc,  except  the  mortification  which  arifes 
from  a  refledion,  that  no  relief  is  to  be  had  in  cafes  of  bad  teeth :  but  it  is 
to  be  remembered,  that  this  is  a  publication  of  all  the  unfuccefsful  cafes, 
which  is  the  very  reverfe  of  what  is  generally  pradifed  in  medical  books  ; 
and  they  are  mentioned  upon  no  other  principle  than  that  the  difeafe,  when  • 
it  happens,  may  not  be  improperly  managed. 

It  may  be  afked,  what  is  this  difeafe  ?  There  is  more  difficulty  in  anfwer- 
ing  what  it  is,  than  what  it  is  not.  I  fhould  fay  that  a  found  tooth  tranf- 
planted  may  occafion  fuch  an  irritation  as  fliall  produce  a  fpecies  of  difeafe 
which  may  be  followed  by  the  local  complaints  above-mentioned. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  intimating,  that  undefcribed  dileafes,  refem- 
bling  the  venereal,  are  very  numerous  ;  and  that  what  I  have  faid  is  rather 
to  be  confidered  as  hints  for  others  to  profecute  this  inquiry  further,  tha^ 
as  a  complete  account  of  the  fubjeft. 
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PLATE         I. 


FIGURE       I. 

HE  penis,  flit  open,   fhowing  a  ftridure  in  the  urethra,  about  two 
inches  from  the^glans.     The  ftridure  is  but  flight. 


AA.     The  cut  furface  of  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethra. 

BB.     The  canal  of  the  urethra,  in  which  may  be  obferved  the  orifices  of 

the  lacunae. 
C.     The  ilrifture. 


F  I  G  U  R  E      II. 

The  penis  flit  open  for  about  three  inches,  to  fliow  the  lacunae,  wliich 
become  occafionally  an  obflrudion  to  the  paflage  of  the  bougie. 

A  A.     The  corpus  fpongiofum  urethras. 

BB.     The  internal  furface  of  the  canal  of  the  urethra,,  pointing  to  the  ori- 
fice of  two  of  the  lacuuce. 

C.  A  briftle  introduced  into  a  lacuna. 

D.  The  end  of  the  bougie  introduced  into  tlie  remaining  part  of  the  ure- 
tlira. 


Xtf> 


PLATE      II. 


■^HE  urethra  opened  in  two  different  places,  one  before  the  ftriclure, 
the  other  behind  :  the  one  before,  is  through  the  body  of  the  penis  j 
the  other  behind,  is  upon  the  anterior  furface  of  the  membraneous  part,  and 
a  bougie  paffes  from  the  one  opening  to  the  other. 

AA,  The  crura  penis  and  bulbous  part  of  the  urethra  all  blended  together 
by  inflammation  and  fuppuration,  which  has  taken  place  in  many  parts. 

BB.     The  prollate  gland  in  a  diieafed  flate. 

CC.     The  cut  edges  of  the  bladder. 

D.  The  urethra  behind  the  ftridlure  very  much  enlarged;  irregular  on  the 
furface  in  confequence  of  ulceration. 

EE.     The  cut  furface  of  the  corpus  cavernofum  penis. 

FF.     The  cut  furface  of  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethr^e. 

GG.  The  bougie  pafling  from  the  found  to  the  unfound  part  of  the 
urethra. 

H.     A  fmall  bougie  in  the  new  palfage. 


F  f  f 


PLATE      in. 

X  WO  canulas,  for  applying  cauftic  to  ftriftures  in  the  urethra. 


F  I  G  U  R  E      I. 

A  ftraight  fi'lver  canula,  with  the  plug  projefting  beyond  the  termination 
of  the  canula,  making  a  rounded  end ;  at  the  other  end  of  the  wire  is  a 
fmal]  portcrayon,  in  which  is  reprefented  a  piece  of  cauftic. 


F  I  G  U  P.  E      II. 

A  flexible  canula  for  applying  the  cauftic  to  ftridlures  in  the  bend  of  the 
urethra.  The  wire,  with  the  fniall  portcrayon,  is  puftied  out  beyond  its 
end. 

FIGURE     III. 

A  piece  of  filver-wire,  with  the  plug  at  the  end,  to  be  introduced  into 
the  canula,  as  in  Figure  I. 


F  {£  z 


PLATE      IV. 

THE  bladder  and  penis  of  a  perfon  who  died  of  a  mortification  of  the 
bladder  in  confequence  of  a  ftricflure  and  flone  in  the  urethra.  In 
this  plate  not  only  the  flridure  is  reprefented,  but  the  thickened  coats  and 
fafciculated  inner  furface  of  the  bladder ;  as  alfo  the  fmall  flone  which  afted 
as  a  valve,  or  plug ;  befides  which,  a  canula  is  introduced  from  the  glans 
down  to  the  ftrifture,  fliowing  the  pradicability  of  deftroying  it  with  cauftic. 

AA.     The  bladder,  cut  open,  fhowing  its  coats  a  little  thickened,  and  its 

inner  furface  fafciculated. 
B.  The  body  of  the  penis. 
CC.     The  corpus  fpongiofum  urethra,  cut  open  through  its  whole  length, 

expofing  the  urethra. 

D.  The  proftate  gland  divided. 

E.  A  filver  canula  introduced  into  the  urethra,  through  which  the  cauftic 
is  paffed  on  to  the  ftriilure. 

F.  Points  out  the  flrifture,  with  the  flone  laying  above,  lb  as  entirely  to 
prevent  the  pafTage  of  urine. 


PLATE      V.    . 

AN  enlarged  proftate  gland,  particularly  the  valvular  procefs,  vi^hich 
has  increafed  inwards,  into  the  bladder,  in  form  of  a  tumor,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  the  water  paffed  with  difficulty,  which  became  the  caufe 
of  the  increafed  thicknefs  of  the  bladder. 

A.  The  proftate  gland, 

B.  The  projecting  part  paffing  into  the  cavity  of  the  bladder. 
CC.     A  briftle  in  the  urethra,  to  fhow  it  is  above  this  tumor. 

D.     The  cut  edge  of  the  bladder,  which  fhows  its  increafed  thicknefs.* 

*  The  preparation,  from  which  this  drawing  was  made,  I  was  favoured  with  by  A'Ir.  Gun- 
ning, and  which  is  in  his  pofleffion. 
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P  L  A  T  E       VI. 

Kidney,  whofe  ureter,  pelvis,  and  ir^undibula,  are  very  confiderably 
enlarged  in  confequence  of  a  ftridure  in  the  urethra. 


A.     The  fubftance  of  the  kidney,  which  is  become  very  thin. 
BB.     The  infundibula  much  enlarged. 

C.  The  pelvis  very  much  enlarged. 

D.  The  ureter  increafed  more  than  ten  times  its  natural  fize. 
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PLATE       VII. 

THE  valvular  part  of  the  bladder  fo  increafed  as  to  form  a  confider- 
able  tumor,  projedling  into  the  cavity  of  the  bladder.  The  proftate 
is  alfo  enlarged.  This  tumor  had  been  the  occafion  of  feveral  fevere  fup- 
preffions  of  urine,  and  had  often  been  the  caufe  of  a  failure  in  drawing  off 
the  water  with  the  catheter,  by  that  inflrument,  moft  probably,  paffing 
into  its  fubftance  fo  deep  as  to  hinder  the  urine  entering  its  openings.  The 
dark  line,  paffing  along  the  tumor  from  the  urethra,  was  probably  made  by 
this  means,  but  now  collapfed. 

AA.     The  cut  furface  of  the  proflate  gland. 

BB.     The  inner  fides  of  the  proftate  gland  projeding  inwards. 

C.  The  tumor. 

D.  The  cavity  of  the  bladder. 


N         D  E         X, 


A  BSGESSES  near  the  urethra ;  their  treatment,  152.     In  the  perinaeum  are  very  apt  to  re- 
■^^  turn  on  contrading  a  frefh  gonorrhoea,  160.     Venereal,  when  obilinate,  their  treatment, 

370- 
Abforbents  on  the  back  of  the  penis  ;  inflammation  of,  258.     Refolution  of,  273. 

Abforption  of  matter ;  how  prevented  in  a  gonorrhoea,   86.     Of  venereal  matter  is  of  three 

kinds,  256. 

Aftion;  the  meaning  of,  305.     Eafier  cured  than  difpofition,  311. 

Aftions,  difeafed,  incompatible  with  each  other,  2. 

Animals  ;  fome  are  not  fufceptible  of  venereal  irritation,  20 . 


B. 

Balfams  ;  their  ufe  in  gleets,   102. 

Bark,  its  ufe  in  mortifications,  8.  In  gonorrhoea,  85.  In  gleet,  103.  In  mortifications  ari- 
fmg  from  a  dilFufion  of  urine  in  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  fcrotum  and  perinaeum,  156. 
In  phymofis,  238. 

Bladder,  affefted  in  a  gonorrhoea,  52,  64.  Affection  of  the  ;  treatment  of,  go,  107.  Its  ftrength 
increafed  in  ftrifture,  125.  Difeaies  of  the,  froni  obftru6tions  to  the  urine,  176.  Its  increafed 
irritability,  ibid.  And  urethra  contraft  and  relax  alternately,  177,  Inconveniences  which 
arife  when  thefe  aftions  do  not  take  place  regularly,  178.  Their  treatment,  179.  Paralyfis 
of  the,  from  obftruftion  to  the  paffnge  of  the  urine,  ibid.  Paralyfis  of  the  ;  its  cure  when  it 
arifes  from  obflruflion  owing  to  preflure  or  fpafm,  182.  PunClure  of  the,  above  the  pubes, 
185.  Pundure  of  the,  by  the  redtum,  186.  Punfture  of  the,  in  die  perinasum,  190.  Of 
the  increafed  flrength  of  the,  192.  Irritability  of  the,  independent  of  obftru£lions  to  the 
paffage  of  urine,   194.     Simple  irritability  of  the  ;  its  cure,   195. 

Bleeding ;  its  ufe  in  gonorrhoea,   84.     In  chordee,  89. 

Bleedings,  from  the  urethra  ;  their  treatment,  88.     From  chancres  ;  treatment  of,  221. 

Bliflers  applied  to  the  perinseum  ;  their  ufe  in  removing  difagreeable  fenfations  which  remain 
after  the  cure  of  a  gononhoea,  98.  Their  ufe  in  ftrangury,  99.  In  gleet,  106.  In  fpafmo- 
djc  afteftions  of  the  urethra,  164.  In  paralyfis  of  the  urethra,  166.  In  paralyfis  of  tlie 
bladder,  183.     In  fpafmodic  aiiediojis  of  the  urethra  accompanied  by  a  paralyfis  of  the 

H  h  h  bladder 


INDEX, 

bladder,  ibid.  In  fitnple  Irritability  of  the  bladder,  195.  In  paralyfis  of  the  acceleratores 
mufcles,   ig6.     In  nodes,  356. 

Blood  of  a  perfon  having  the  lues  venerea  will  not  communicate  the  difeafe  to  a  found  perfon  by 
inoculation,  292. 

Blotches,  venereal,  defcribed,  319. 

Body  ;  parts  of  the  ;  their  comparative  powers,  4.  Their  powers  greater  the  nearer  they  are  to 
the  heart,  ibid.  And  weaker  the  more  diftant  they  are,  ibid.  Their  ftru£ture  produces  a 
difterence  in  the  powers  of  action,  5.  Their  fufceptibility  of  particular  difeafes,  ibid.  No 
one  part  of  the,  applied  by  Nature  to  two  purpofes,  with  advantage  ;  iiiftances  of  this  in  dif- 
ferent animals,   no. 

Bougainville's  voyage  ;  a  pafTage  from,   14. 

Bougies ;  their  ufe  in  gonorrhoea,  76,  92.  In  gleet,  104,  105.  Different  kinds  of,  116.  Their 
ufe  in  ftriiSlure,  117.  Direftions  for  paffing  them,  118,  165.  Frequently  ftop  in  the  lacunae 
of  the  urethra,  120.  Sometimes  form  a  new  pafTage  on  the  fide  of  the  urethra,  123,  137. 
Sometimes  flip  into  the  bladder  and  occafion  the  patient  to  be  cut  as  for  the  ftone,  125.  Mode 
of  extracling  them  when  a  part  ftill  remains  in  the  urethra,  ibid.  Affeft  many  parts  by  fym- 
pathy,  136.  Hollow;  their  ufe  in  ftridture,  154.  How  introduced  where  the  proftate  gland 
is  enlarged,   173,   174. 

Bubo;  theory  of  its  formation,  253.  Miltakes  of  authors  relative  to  this  fubjeiS,  254,  255. 
Situation  and  defcription  of,  257.  May  be  formed  in  the  lymphatics  or  lymphatic  gland?, 
258.  How  diftinguifhed  from  other  fwellings,  259.  Of  the  time  between  the  application  of 
the  venereal  matter  and  the  formation  of,  260.  In  the  right  groin  when  occafioned  by  chan- 
cres generally  arifes  from  thofe  fituated  on  the  right  fide  of  the  penis,  262.  In  women,  its 
divifion,  263.  Of  the  inflammation  of,  265.  Marks  which  diftmguifh  it  from  other  fwellings 
of  the  glands,  266.  General  refle£tions  on  its  cure,  270.  Of  the  refolution  of,  ibid.  Is  at- 
tended with  difi^erent  difpofitions  which  muff  be  treated  accordingly,  272.  Refolution  of;  the 
ufe  of  vomits  in,  ibid.  In  the  groin  ;  of  the  refolution  of,  274.  In  women  ;  of  the  refolution 
of,  275.  In  different  parts  of  the  body  ;  treatment  of,  ibid.  Relolution  of;  the  quantity  of 
mercury  neceffary  for,  276.  Is  more  likely  to  fuppurate  if  there  is  one  in  each  groin  than 
when  fingle,  ibid.  Sometimes  becomes  fcirrhous;  its  treatment,  277.  Its  treatment  when 
it  fuppurates,  ibid.  Mercury  is  to  be  given  during  the  fuppuration  of,  278.  Method  of  open- 
ing it,  ibid.  Confequences  of,  280.  Degenerate  fometimes  into  a  fore  of  the  fcrofulous  kind, 
280,  282.  In  fome  they  fpread  to  an  amazing  extent,  284.  Its  treatment  when  it  becomes 
ftationary,  285. 

C. 

Calculous  matter  frequently  attaches  itfelf  to  the  ends  of  bougies,  when  left  in  the  bladder,  135, 

Frequently  fills  up  the  cavity  of  the  catheter,  when  kept  a  long  time   in  the  bladder,  192. 
Camphor;  its  ufe  in  chordee,  89. 
Caruncles  in  the  urethra,  167.     Their  cure,  ibid. 

Cafe 


INDEX. 

Cafe  of  a  child  under  inoculation  attacked  with  the  meafles,  3.  Of  a  gentleman,  proving  that  a 
gonorrhoea  may  produce  a  lues  venerea,  16.  Of  a  young  woman  from  the  Magdalen  Hofpital, 
fhowing  that  a  gonorrhoea  may  continue  two  years,  38.  Of  a  gentleman,  where  a  gonorrhoea 
continued  a  length  of  time  without  lofmg  its  virulence,  ibid.  Of  a  gentleman,  proving  the 
fame,  39.  Of  a  man  where  the  cuticle  of  the  glans  came  off,  41.  Of  a  young  gentleman 
where  the  gonorrhoea  was  confined  to  the  glans,  42.  Of  a  gentleman,  fhowing  how  the  vene- 
real matter  is  communicated  to  the  urethra,  50.  Of  a  woman  having  a  fluor  albus,  and  com- 
municating a  difeafe  fimilar  to  gonorrhoea,  61.  Of  a  gentleman  cured  of  a  gonorrhoea  almoft 
immediately  by  taking  ten  grains  of  calomel,  73.  Of  a  gentleman  under  a  courfe  of  mercury 
contracting  a  gonorrhoea,  74.  Of  a  gentleman,  fhowing  the  ufe  of  bliflers  applied  to  the  pe- 
rinasum  in  removing  difagreeable  fenfations  which  remain  after  the  cure  of  a  gonorrhoea,  98. 
Of  a  gentleman's  fervant,  fhowing  the  fame,  99.  Of  a  chimney-fweeper  cured  of  a  ftri<£hire 
by  the  application  of  lunar  cauftic,  128.  Of  a  gentleman  relieved  in  a  flricture  by  a  gonor- 
rhoea, 134.  Of  a  gentleman,  fhowing  the  fame,  ibid.  Of  a  foldier,  where  a  new  paffage 
was  made  along  the  fide  of  the  urethra  by  a  bougie,  140.  Its  treatment  and  cure,  140,  141. 
Of  a  gentleman  where  a  mortification  took  place  in  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  penis  from 
urine  difFufed  into  it,  147.  Of  a  man  in  St.  George's  Hofpital,  fhowing  that  keeping  extra- 
neous bodies  in  the  urethra  prevents  wounds  made  into  that  canal  from  healing,  160.  Of  a 
man  in  St.  George's  Hofpital,  cured  of  a  paralyfis  of  the  urethra,  i66.  Of  John  Doby,  a 
poor  penfioner  in  the  Charter-houfe,  who  died  from  a  fuppreflion  of  urine  occafioned  by  a 
fwelled  proflate  gland,  170.  Of  a  gentleman,  fhowing  the  incon\-eniences  arifing  from  a  fwel- 
ling  of  the  proftate  gland,  173.  Of  a  gentleman,  fhowing  the  ufe  of  bliflers  applied  to  the 
perinjeum  in  fpafmodic  afFeftions  of  the  urethra  accompanied  with  a  paralyfis  of  the  bladder, 
183.  Of  a  total  fupprefTion  of  urine  relieved  by  a  punfture  in  the  bladder  through  the  reflum, 
187.  Two  inftances  of  the  fame,  188,  189.  Of  a  failor,  where  the  urine  parted  from  the 
bladder  into  the  reftum,  190.  Of  a  gentleman,  who  was  impotent  with  refpecl  to  one  woman 
only,  203.  Of  a  young  man  cured  of  a  feminal  weaknefs  by  opium,  206.  Of  a  gentleman, 
where  the  femen  paffcd  into  the  bladder  at  the  time  of  emifTion,  207.  Of  a  gentleman,  where 
one  of  the  tefticles  wafted  entirely,  210.  Of  a  gentleman,  fliowing  the  fame,  ibid.  Ano- 
ther inflance  of  the  fame,  21  r.  Of  a  gentleman,  where  feven  weeks  elapfed  between  the 
application  of  the  venereal  poifon  and  the  appearance  of  a  chancre,  218.  Of  a  gentleman, 
wliere  the  penis  was  bent  to  one  fide  at  the  time  of  ereiElion,  224.  Of  a  gentleman,  fhov/ing 
that  mercurial  friiSlions  fometimes  occafion  ulcers  on  the  tonfils  which  have  the  appearance  of 
venereal  ulcers,  241.  Another  cafe,  fhowing  the  fame,  242.  Of  a  gentleman,  with  a  fpread- 
ing  ulcer  of  the  prepuce  cured  by  fea-bathing,  247.  Of  a  gentleman  cured  of  ulcerations 
rcfembling  chancres,  by  the  li.xivium  faponarium,  249.  Of  a  gentleman  who  had  a  fwelling 
in  the  groin  fufpefted  to  be  venereal,  268.  Of  an  officer  at  Lifbon,  where  a  bubo  was  refolved, 
though  it  contained  matter,  by  fea-ficknefs,  272.  Of  a  gentleman,  where  a  bubo  degenerated 
into  a  fore  of  the  fcrofulous  kind.  281.  Of  a  gentleman  who  had  a  gonorrhoea  and  two  bu- 
boes, where  a  new  difpofition  formed  befides  the  venereal,  282.  Of  a  boy  who  fwallowed 
fome  venereal  matter  without  any  ill  confequences,  29 1.  Of  a  lady  who  met  with  the  fame 
accident,  ibid.     Of  a  child  who  was  fuppofcd  to  inRiSl  its  nurfe  with  the  lues  venerea,  296. 

Of 
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Of  a  gentleman,  proving  that  venereal  complaints  are  often  fuppofed  to  exiil  when  they  really 
do  not,  298.     Of  .1  man  having  the  lues  venerea,  fhowing  that  the  fuperficial  parts,  or  thofe 
firft  in  order,  may  come  into  action  and  be  cured  ;  while  thofe  parts  which  are  fecond  in 
order  have  only  the  difpofition  ;  but  that  they  afterwards  may  come  into  adlion  and  be  cured 
as  thofe  firft  in  order  were,  310.     Of  a  gentleman,  fhowing  the  fame,  312.     Of  a  lady  who 
was  falivated  by  a  fmall  quantity  of  red  precipitate  applied  to  fores,  336.     Of  a  gentleman, 
fhowing  the  efFefls  of  mercury  on  the  conilitution,  339.    Another  inflance  of  the  fame,  340. 
Of  a  gentleman,  fhowing  that  the  efFefts  of  mercury  on  the  conftitution  are  not  fufficient  for 
the  cure  of  the  lues  venerea,  it  requiring  its  fpecific  efFecSs  on  the  poifon,  as  well  as  its  fenfi- 
ble  efFecSts  on  the  conftitution,  345.     Of  a  gentleman,  Ihowing  that  the  efficacy  of  eleftricity 
in  the  cure  of  difeafes  may  be  increafed  by  mercury,  366.    Of  a  man  in  St.  George's  Hofpital 
having  the  lues  venerea,  where  a  comparative  trial  was  made  of  the  effects  of  guaiacum  and 
farfeparilla,  368.     Of  a  woman  in  St.  George's  Hofpital,  having  the  lues  venerea,  where  the 
cure  was  attempted  by  opium,  but  without  fuccefs,  373.     Of  Luke  Ward,  in  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hofpital,  (howing  the  inefHcacy  of  opium  in  the  lues  venerea,  and  that  it  may  fometimes 
act  as  a  poifon,  374.     Of  J.  Morgan,  in  the  fame  hofpital,  fhowing  the  ufe  of  opium  in  the 
cure  of  an  ulcerated  leg,  ibid.    Of  a  woman,  where  hemlock  was  of  ufe  in  venereal  fores  which 
had  put  on  a  cancerous  appearance,  376.     Of  a  gentleman  infeiled  with  the  yaws,  383.     Of 
a  gentleman  having  a  difcafe  refembling  the  lues  venerea,  384.    Of  a  gentleman  having  a  fimi- 
lar  complaint,  385.     Of  a  lady  infected  with  a  difeafe  fimilar  to  the  lues  venerea,  by  the  tranf- 
planting  of  a  tooth,  391.    Another  inftance  in  a  young  lady,  392.    Another  in  a  gentleman,  ibid. 
Cafes  of  a  lady,  two  children  and  a  wetnurfe,  infected  with  a  difeafe  refembling  the  lues  venerea, 
386.     Of  three  children  and  three  wetnurfes  having  fimilar  complaints,  387.     Of  difeafes  re- 
fembling the  venereal  difeafe,  from  tranfplanted  teeth,  391,  392,  393,  394. 
■Catheter  in  the  urethra;  mode  of  fixing  it,  159.     Obfervations  on  the  ufe  of  the,  ibid.    How  in- 
troduced into  the  bladder  when  the  proftate  gland  in  enlarged,  172.    Of  allowing  it  to  remain 
in  the  urethra  and  bladder,   191. 
Cauftic  ;  its  ufe  and  application  in  flricEture,  126,  127,  128,  155.     Defcription  of  an  inftrument 

for  conveying  it  to  ftri£tures  in  the  urethra,  129. 

Chancre;  its  poifon  the  fame  as  in  gonorrhoea,  13.     Defcription  of,  215,  218.     Produced  in 

three  ways,  216.     May  attack  any  part  of  the  body,  217.     Not  fo  frequent  an  efFe6t  of  the 

venereal  poifon  as  the  gonorrhoea,  ibid.     Its  feat,  ibid.     Of  the  diftance  of  time  between  the 

application  of  the  venereal  poifon  and  the  appearance  of,  218.     May  produce  a  gonorrhoea  by 

fvmpathy,  220.     An  inftance  of  its  curing  a  gleet,  ibid.    Its  variation  from  conftitution,  220, 

226.     Sometimes  occafions  a  profufe  bleeding,  221.     Of,  in  women,  215.     Obfervations  on 

the  treatment  of,  226.     The  conftitution  to  be  attended  to  in  the  cure  of,  ibid.     Is  a  local 

complaint,  but  may  infect  the  conftitution  by  the  abforption  of  its  matter,  227,  229.     May 

be  deftroyed  in  two  ways,  by  excifion  or  cauftic,  229.     Its  cure,  230.     Local  applications 

in,  230.     Is  attended  by  particular  difpofitions  which   muft  be  confidered  in  the  cure,   ibid. 

Its  cure  by  mercury  give.i  internally,  239.     Of  the  quantity  of  mercury  neceffary  in  the  cure 

of,  240.     A  kind  of  falfe  one  takes  place  fometimes  after  the  cure  of  the  true  chancre,  247, 

Confequences  of;  their  treatment,  245.     Of  difpofitions  to  new  difeafes  taking  place  during 

the  cure  of;  their  treatment,  246. 

Chord 
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Chord  on  tfie  back  of  the  penis ;  explanation  of  that  appearance,  258.     Its  treatment,  273. 

Chordee  ;  its  caufe,  43,  49.  In  fome  cafes  inflammatory,  in  others  fpafmodic,  ibid.  Its  treat- 
ment, 8g.  The  ufe  of  opium  in,  ibid.  The  ufe  of  camphor  in,  89,  107.  The  ufe  of 
eleftricity  in,  ibid.     The  ufe  of  bark  in  fpafmodic,  ibid. 

Civilization;  a  difadvantage  attending  it,  109. 

Climate  ;  its  eiFefts  on  the  lues  venerea,  309. 

Cold  ;  its  effects  upon  ftrifture,  114.  Upon  the  urethra,  174.  Its  effects  in  difpofmg  different 
parts  of  the  body  to  receive  the  venereal  irritation,  308.  Applied  to  the  fkin,  affe£b  the 
deeper  feated  parts  by  fympathy,  309. 

Conftitution,  fcorbutic,  of,  2.  Its  treatment  in  the  cure  of  gonorrhoea,  84.  Effects  of  in- 
flammation in  the  perinasum  and  fcrotum  upon  the,  155.  To  be  attended  to  in  the  cure  of 
chancre,  226.     How^  infefted  by  the  matter  of  a  chancre,  227. 

Contamination  ;  the  meaning  of,  305. 

Cook's  voyage  ;  a  paffage  from,  14. 

Copulation  ;  of  the  requifites  neceflary  for  performing  that  aft  well,  201, 

Corrofive  fublimate;  mode  of  giving  it  in  the  lues  venerea,  351. 

Cough,  may  be  occafioned  by  the  lues  venerea,  324. 

Cowpcr's  glands,  affeiled  in  a  gonorrhoea,  45,  52.     Suppuration  of,  hov/  treated^  90. 

Cuticle  J  cracking  of  the,  a  fymptom  of  the  lues  venerea,  320. 


D. 

Dict-drhiks  ;  formulse  for,  247.     Lifbon  ;  its  ufe  in  the  lues  venerea,  372, 
Difeafe,  venereal ;  its  different  forms,  23;     Varieties  in  different  conftitutions,   24.     Specific, 
obferves  a  fpecific  diftance  or  extent,  50.    A  number  of  difeafes  faid  to  be  Venereal  which  are 
not,  330.     Of  the    time  neceffary  for  the  cure  of  its  different  forms,  331.     Of  its  prevention, 

378. 
Difeafes,  epidemic  ;  an  obfervation  on  them,  21. 
Difpofition;  the  meaning  of,  305.     More  difficult  of  cure  than  aftion,  311. 


E. 

Eleftricity ;  its  ufe  in  chordee,  89.  In  a  fwelled  tefticle,  93.  In  a  gleet,  106.  In  paralyfis  of 
the  urethra,  166.  In  paralyfis  of  the  bladder,  183.  In  venereal  warts,  251.  Its  powers  on 
difeafes  increafed  by  mercury,  366. 

Epididymis  ;  ftate  of,  in  a  fwelled  tefticle,  55,  92,  108. 

Ereftions ;  painful,  how  prevented,  88. 

Efcharotics  ;  their  ufe  in  deftroying  ftri£lures  in  the  urethra,  128.     In  deftroying  warts,  251. 

Eyes  ;  inflammation  of,  doubtful  if  ever  venereal,  324. 

Experiments  made  to  prove  that  matter  from  fores  in  the  lues  venerea  will  not  affedt  a  perfon 

I  i  i  locally 
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locally  who  has  the  lues  venerea ;  but  that  matter  from  a  gonorrhoea  or  chancre  will,  293. 
Made  to  afcertain  the  progrefs  and  efFefts  of  the  venereal  poifon,  324.  Conclufions  drawii 
from  thofe  experiments,  327.  Made  to  prove  that  mercury  and  its  preparations  arc  diflblved 
in  the  animal  juices,  363.  '.^ 


Fermentation  ;  the  venereal  poifon  does  not  arife  from,  17. 

p'ever,  fymptomatic ;  of,   i.     HeiStic  ;  of,  ibid.     No  tvi'o  different  fevers  can  exift  at  the  fame 

time,  2.     Suppurative  fometimes  takes  place  in  a  gonorrhoea,  67.     Its  effeiSls  on  gonorrhcea, 

85.     Brings  the  lues  venerea  into  a6lion,  310. 
Fiftula  in  perinoEO;  its  caufc,  156.     The  occafion  of  aguifh  complaints,  ibid.     Its  cure,   157. 

Defcription  of  the  operation  for,  ibid. 
Fluor  albus  fometimes  communicates  a  difeafe  fimilar  to  the  gonorrhoea,'6  i. 
Fcetus  in  utero,  may  be  infeded  with  the  lues  ver^erea  by  the  matter  which  infe£ted  the  mother, 

291.     But  not  from  the  effe^Sts  of  that  matter  upon  the  mother,  295. 


Glands,  abforbent ;  fwellings  of,  from  fympathy,  57.     Affefted  fmgly  by  the  venereal  poifon, 
260.     Thofe  which  are  fecond  in  order  are  not  affefted  by  the  venereal  poifon  :  the  reafon  of 
this,  260.     Swellings  of,  how  diftinguifhed  from  buboes,  265. 
Gland,  proftate ;  fwelling  of,    169,  170.     Its  effefts  on  the  canal  of  the  urethra,   170,  171. 
Sometimes  prevents  a  ftone  in  the  bladder  being  felt,  170.     Mode  of  detedting  it,  171.     Its 
treatment,  174.     The  ufe  of  hemlock  in,  174.     The  ufe  of  burnt  fponge  in,   175.     Of  the 
difcharge  of  tlie  fecretion  of,  197.     Mucus  of;  the  diftinftion  between  it  and  femen,  198. 
Glands  of  the  groin  affefted  by  fympathy  in  a  gonorrhoea,  51,  57,  58.     Of  the  urethra;  their 
fuppuration,  how  treated,  45,  90.     Of  the   groin  affefted  fympathetically  by  the  ufe  of  bou- 
gies, 136,  142. 
Gleet;  its  caufe,  99.     Its  cure,  102.     Balfams  ;  their  ufe  in,   103.     Injedlions  to  be  ufed  in, 
104.     The  ufe  of  blifters  in,  106.     The  ufe  of  elecSricity  in,  ibid.     Its  treatment  in  women, 
106.    Attends  upon  ftridure,  112,  143.     In  confequence  of  a  ftridure  its  cure,  132.    Cured 
by  a  chancre  ;  an  inftance  of,  220. 
Gonorrhoea  may  produce  a  lues  venerea,   16.     Does  not  arife  from  ulcers  in  the  urethra,  29, 
Appears  fometimes  the  day  after  receiving  the  infetSion,  31.     May  be  cured  without  mercury, 
31,  73.     Virulent  and  fimple ;    difficult  to   diftinguifh  them,    32.     Frequently  cures   itfelf, 
35,  69,   76.      Cannot  be  increafed  by  the  application  of  fic.a  matter,  36.     The  firft  the  fe- 
vereft  ;  the  fucceeding  ones  generally  milder  ;  fads  feeming  to  prove  this,  37.     Frequently 
continues  a  long  time  without  lofmg  its  virulence,  38,  94.      Its  feat  in  both  fexes,   41. 
Often  confined  to  the  glans,  42.     Its  fymptoms,  43,     Affects  Cowper's  glands,  45.     Of 

the 
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the  dlfcharge  in,  46.  A  variety  of  fymptoms  produced  by  fympathy  in,  51.  Uncommon 
fymptoms  in,  53.  Its  efFefts  on  the  conftitution  in  both  fexes,  67.  Its  cure,  6g.  No 
fpecific  medicine  for,  ibid.  Different  modes  of  praftice  in,  72.  As  foon  cured  without 
mercury  as  with,  73.  May  be  contracted  by  a  perfon  under  a  courfe  of  mercury,  74.  How 
afFe£led  by  fever,  85.  Treatment  of  occafional  fymptoms  of,  88.  And  gleet;  the  diftinc- 
tion  between  them  not  yet  afcertained,  94.  Symptoms  of,  remaining  after  the  difeafe  is 
fubdued,  96.  Suppofed  confequences  of,  109.  Does  not  in  general  occafion  ftrifture,  115. 
Sometimes  relieves  a  ftriflure,   134.     May  be  produced  by  a  chancre  fympathetically,  220. 

Gonorrhoea  in  women,  62.  Not  eafily  diftinguiflied  from  fluor  albus,  ibid.  The  parts  af- 
fected, 63.  Uncommon  fymptoms  in,  64.  Wears  itfelf  out  in  women  as  well  as  men,  ibid. 
Proofs  of  its  exiftence  in  women,  65.  Its  continuance,  ibid.  May  exift  without  the- 
patient  knowing  it,   66.     Its  cure,  82. 

Guaiacum  ;  its  ufe  in  the  lues  venerea,  371,  376. 

Gum  guaiacum  ;  its  efFedts  in  the  lues  venerea,  367,  375. 


H. 

Haemorrhage,  from  chancre ;  the  ufe  of  oil  of  turpentine  in,  233. 

Hemlock;  its  ufe  in  fwellings  of  the  proftate  gland,  174.  In  what  is  called  a  feminal  weak- 
nefs,  199.  In  fpreading  ulcers  of  the  prepuce,  247.  An  inftance  of  its  being  taken  in 
very  large  quantities,  284.     Its  ufe  in  buboes,  285.     In  lues  venerea,  372,   376. 

Hernia  humoralis  ;  fymptoms  of,  55. 

Hydrophobia  ;  obfervations  on  that  difeafe,  21,  290. 


I. 

Jalap  ;  its  efFedts  on  the  ftomach  when  thrown  into  the  veins,  230. 

Impotence  ;  its  caufes,  201.  Depending  on  the  mind  the  caufe  of,  ibid.  From  a  want  of 
proper  correfpondence  between  the  aftions  of  the  different  organs,  204. 

InfeiSion,  venereal ;  the  mode  of,  22. 

Inflammation,  of,  6.  Divifion  of,  into  adhefive,  fuppurative,  and  ulcerative,  ibid.  Produces 
matter  without  ulceration,  29.  How  it  attacks  the  urethra  in  gonorrhoea,  50.  A  cafe 
fhowing  this,  ibid.  Venereal;  obferves  a  fpecific  diftance,  or  extent,  51.  Irritable;  what 
it  is,  70.  In  the  parts  furrounding  the  urethra  ;  its  ti-eatment,  151,  153.  In  the  perinaeum 
and  fcrotum  its  efFefts  on  the  conftitution,   155. 

Injeftions  ;  different  kinds  of,  ufed  in  gonorrhoea,  75.  To  be  ufed  very  often,  76.  Their 
efFeiSs,  77.     In  what  cafes  they  are  improper,  78.     To  be  ufed  in  gleet,   104. 

Inltrument;  defcription  of  one  for  conveying  cauftic  to  ftridtures  in  the  urethra,  129. 

Inoculation  ; 
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Inoculation ;  queries  relative  to  that  operation,  3.  Cafe  of  a  child  under  inoculation  attacked 
with  the  meafles,  ibid. 

Ipecacuanha  ;   its  efFcdls  on  the  ftomach  when  thrown  into  the  veins,  230. 

Irritation,  fpecific,  produced  hy  the  venereal  poifon,  19.  Venereal,  can  be  kept  up  but  a  cer- 
tain time  in  gonorrhoea,  35,  6g,  Venereal  parts  become  fo  habituated  to,  as  hardly  to  be 
affeftcd  by  it,  38.     Venereal,  takes  place  more  readily  in  thofe  parts  expofed  to  cold,  308. 


Lead;  its  ufc  in  gonorrhoea,  79.     In  gleet,  104.     In  the  bladder  how  remo^■ed,  116. 

Living  ;  mode  of,  under  a  courfe  of  mercury,  348,  354. 

Lixivium  faponarium  ;  its  ufe  in  ulcerations  rcfembling  chancres,  248. 

Lues  venerea  ;  never  combined  with  the  itch  or  fcurvy,  2.  And  fniailpox  may  appear  at  the 
fame  time,  but  not  in  the  fame  parts,  3.  Produced  by  a  gonorrhoea,  i  5.  The  caufe  of 
other  difeafcs,  26.  The  different  ways  in  which  it  is  communicated,  287.  Of  the  nature 
of  the  fores  or  ulcers  proceeding  from  the,  289.  Does  not  contaminate  the  different  fccre- 
tions,  290.  Sores  in  the  ;  the  matter  from,  compared  with  that  from  chancres  and  buboes, 
292.  Sores  in  the  ;  the  matter  of,  not  venereal,  ibid.  A  perfon  having  the,  may  be  afFe£led 
locally  by  the  application  of  matter  from  a  gonorrhcea  or  chancre,  293.  Of  the  local  efFeiSs 
arilmg  from  the,  confidered  as  critical,  299.  Of  the  fymptomatic  fever  in  the,  300.  Of 
the  local  and  conftitutional  forms  of  the  difeafe  never  interfering  with  each  other,  302.  Of 
its  fuppofed  termination  in  other  difeafes,  303.  Of  the  fpecific  diftancc  of  the  venereal  in- 
flammation in  the,  304.  Of  the  parts  moft  fufceptible  of  the,  305.  Of  the  time  and  manner 
in  which  the  parts  are  affected  in  the,  ibid.  Summary  of  the  doctrine  on  the,  ibid.  Parts 
afteded  in  the,  are  divided  into  two  orders,  namely,  firft  in  order  of  parts  and  fecond  in  order 
of  parts,  306,  332.  Takes  place  more  readily  in  thofe  parts  which  are  expofed  to  cold,  307. 
Is  brought  into  aftion  by  fever,  310.  Symptoms  of  the,  316.  Of  the  time  neceflary  for 
its  appearance,  317.  Of  the  fymptoms  of  the  firft  ftage  of,  319.  Of  the  fymptoms  of  the 
fecond  ftage  of,  327.  Of  the  effedls  of  the  poifon,  on  the  conftitution  in  the,  329.  General 
obfervations  on  the  cure  of  the,  331.  The  poifon  in  the,  circulates  with  the  blood  ;  but  its 
cfFeiSs  are  local  and  may  be  cured  locally,  332.  The  parts  firft  in  order  are  cafier  of  cure 
than  thofe  fecond  in  order,  334.  Of  continuing  mercury  while  the  fwelling  of  the  parts  fe- 
cond in  order  ftill  continues,  ibid.  Of  the  ufe  of  mercury  in  the  cure  of,  ibid.  Preparation 
of  mercury  and  mode  of  applying  it  in  the,  335.  Of  the  quantity  of  mercury  nectffary  to  be 
given  in  the  cure  of  the,  341.  Of  the  length  of  time  mercury  fhould  be  continued  for  the 
cure  of  the,  352.  Of  the  cure  of  the,  in  the  fecond  or  third  ftage,  353.  Of  the  local  treat- 
ment in  the,  356.  Of  the  efFedts  remaining  after  its  cure,  and  of  the  difeafes  fometimes  pro- 
duced by  the  cure,  369.  General  obfervations  on  the  medicines  ufually  given  for  the  cure  ofj 
371.  Of  the  continuance  of  the  fpitting  in,  37^.  Of  difeafes  refembling  the,  which  have 
been  miftaken  for  it,  379.     Suppofed  to  be  communicated  by  tranfplanting  of  a  tooth,  379. 

Lymphatics;  difeafes  of  in  gonorrhcea,  59. 

M. 
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M, 


Matter  of  a  fore,  not  pernicious  to  that  fore,  36.  Venereal,  maybe  taken  into  the  ftomach 
without  producing  any  bad  confequences,  291. 

Mercury,  unneceflary  in  the  cure  of  a  gonorrhcea,  73.  Combined  with  mucilage  preferable  to 
oily  fubftances  when  ufed  externally,  230.  Sometimes  produces  ulcers  on  the  tonfils,  which 
are  taken  for  venereal,  241.  When  rubbed  into  the  thigh  for  the  cure  of  a  chancre  fometimes 
occafions  fwelling  of  the  glands  of  the  groin,  243.  How  to  be  ufed  in  the  refolution  of  buboes, 
271,  274.  Of  the  quantity  neceflary  for  the  refolution  of  buboes,  276.  To  be  ufed  during 
the  fuppuration  of  buboes,  278.  Appears  fometimes  to  lofe  its  power  on  the  body,  281.  Of 
the  ufe  of,  in  the  cure  of  lues  venerea,  334.  Preparation  of,  and  mode  of  applying  it  in  the 
lues  venerea,  335.  The  moft  convenient  way  of  introducing  it  into  the  conftitution,  337. 
Its  aftion,  338,  344.  Its  efFefts  on  the  conftitution,  and  parts  capable  of  fecretion,  339, 
366.  Never  gets  into  the  bones  in  the  form  of  a  metal,  340.  Of  the  quantity  neceflary  to 
be  given  for  the  cure  of  the  lues  venerea,  341,  346,  353.  Its  effeds  on  the  mouth,  342, 
343.  Of  its  fenfible  effefts  upon  parts,  342.  Does  not  adt  by  evacuation,  344,  365.  Of 
the  different  methods  of  giving  mercury  externally  and  internally^  347,  349.  When  mixed 
with  the  faliva  may  adl  as  a  gargle  upon  ulcers  in  the  throat,  348.  Mode  of  living  under  a 
courfe  of,  ibid.  Of  the  different  preparations  of,  and  their  combination  with  other  medicines, 
349,  352.  Of  the  length  of  time  it  fhould  be  continued  for  the  cure  of  the  lues  venerea,  352. 
Of  correfting  fome  of  the  efFe£ls  of,  358.  Of  the  form  of  the  different  preparations  of,  when 
in  the  circulation,  362.  Is  dilTolved  in  the  animal  juices,  363.  Of  the  operation  of,  on  the 
venereal  poifon,  365.     Increafes  the  efficacy  of  eleftricity  in  the  cure  of  difeafes,  366. 

Mercurius  calcinatus  ;  its  ufe  in  preventing  a  lues  venerea  from  a  gonorrhoea,  87.  In  the  lues 
venerea,  350. 

Mezereon  ;  its  ufe  in  the  lues  venerea,  372. 

Mortification  takes  place  in  the  extremities  of  tall  people,  and  why,  4.  Of  two  kinds,  7.  Its 
caufe,  ibid.  Its  treatment  hitherto  in  part  improper,  ibid.  Its  cure,  9.  The  ufe  of  the 
bark  in,  ibid.  The  ufe  of  opium  in,  ibid.  In  confequence  of  the  difFufion  of  urine  into  the 
cellular  membrane  of  the  fcrotum  ;  its  treatment,  147. 

N. 

Nails  ;  feparation  of  the,  a  fymptom  of  the  lues  venerea,  321. 

Nodes,  venereal ;  defcription  of,  328.  Treatment  of^  356.  The  ufe  of  blifters  in,  ibid.  Of 
abfcefles  in  confequence  of,  357.  Of  exfoliation  in  confequence  of,  ibid.  On  tendons,  liga- 
ments, and  fafciae  ;  their  treatment,  358. 

Nurfes,  who  fuckle  children,  fuppofed  to  have  the  lues  venerea ;  how  affedled,  294. 

O. 

Onanifm  ;  how  far  pernicious  to  the  conftitution,  200. 

Opium;  its  ufe  in  mortifications,   8.     In  priapifm,  46.     In  gonorrhcea,  ^-q.     In  chordee,  89. 

K  k  k  "  In 
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In  ftiiiSurf,  iiS.  In  fpafmodic  affedlons  of  the  urethra,  164.  In  fimple  irritability  of  the 
bladder,  195.  Its  ufe  in  feminal  weaknefs,  206.  In  phymofis,  238.  In  the  lues  venerea, 
35O)  372.  In  forencfs  of  the  mouth  from  mercury,  361.  An  inftunce  of  its  being  given  in 
very  large  quantities,  375. 


Paralyfis  of  the  urethra,  166.  Its  cure,  ibid.  Of  the  bladder  from  obftruftion  to  the  paflage 
of  the  urine,  179,  Of  the  bladder  ;  its  cure  when  it  arifes  from  obftrudtion  owing  to  prcf- 
fure  or  fpafm,  182.     Of  the  acccleratores  mufcles  ;  its  cure,  195. 

Paraphymofis ;  its  caufe,  221.  Natural;  defcription  of,  222.  From  difcafc ;  defcription  of, 
223.     From  chancres  ;  the  treatment  of,  238.     Operation  for,  239. 

Phymofis;  its  caufe,  221.  Natural;  defcription  of,  222.  From  difeafe  ;  defcription  of,  223. 
Its  treatment  when  produced  by  or  attended  with  chancre,  23"",.  Produced  by  chai.c  j  ;  the 
common  operation  for,  235.     Of  the  conftitutional  treatment  of,  237. 

Poifon,  venereal ;  its  origin  doubtful,  9.  Began  in  the  human  race,  and  in  the  parts  of  gene- 
ration, 10.  Its  nature,  11.  Its  efiecls,  ibid.  Propagate]  by  m  tter,  12,  67.  Its  a£tion, 
12.  Its  greater  or  lefs  acrimony,  ibid.  It  affeiSls  very  d.Fe'  ntly  different  people,  13. 
The  fame  in  gonorrhoea  as  in  chancre,  ibid.  How  communica  d  t  ■  the  inhabitants  of  the 
South  Sea  iflands,  14.  Produces  different  forms  of  the  difeafe  ;  how  thi  happens,  16.  The 
caufe  of  its  poifonous  quality,  17.  Does  not  arife  from  fermentaton,  18.  Its  effeds  ari.e 
from  a  fpecific  irritation,  19.  Affects  the  body  in  two  different  ways,  locally  and  conftitu- 
tionally,  23.  Of  the  time  between  the  application  and  effeft,  31.  Applied  to  a  fore  will  often 
produce  the  venereal  irritation,  37.  May  be  abforbed  in  three  different  ways,  256.  When 
abforbed  may  affed:  the  lymphatics  themfelves,  or  the  lymphatic  glands,  forming  buboes  in 
each,  258,  259.  Of  the  time  between  its  application  and  the  formation  of  a  bubo,  26c. 
Affeds  but  one  gland  at  a  time,  ibid.  Never  affects  the  glanu's  which  are  fecond  in  order; 
the  reafon  of  this,  261.  Sometimes  only  irritates  the  glands  to  difeafe,  producing  in  them 
fcrofula,  269.  Experiments  made  to  afcertain  the  progref.  and  effeifts  of  the,  324.  Of  its 
cffefts  on  the  conftitution  in  the  lues  venerea,  329.  Circulates  with  the  blood  in  the  lues 
venerea  ;  but  its  effeds  are  local  and  may  be  cured  locally,  332.  Of  the  operation  of  mer- 
cury on  the,  365. 

Poifons,  morbid,  divided  into  fimplc  and  compound,  g.     New,  are  rifing  up  every  day,  387. 

Prepuce;  contraction  of  the  ;  operation  for,  234.  Mortificrtion  of ;  its  treatment,  237.  Tu- 
mefa£lion  and  elongation  of,  after  the  cure  of  chancre  ;  its  trearment,  245.  Excoriations  of 
the  prepuce  and  glans  ;  their  treatment,  252. 

Priapifm  ;  its  effefts  in  a  dog,  46.    The  ufe  of  opium  in,  ibid.     Its  caufe,  205.     Its  cure,  206. 


Salivation,  occafioned  by  a  fore  being  dreffed  with  red  precipitate,  336. 

Sarfaparilla ;  its  ufe  in  fpreading  ulcers  of  the  prepuce,  247.     In  buboes,  285.     In  the  lues  ve- 
nerea, 367,  371,  375. 

Scrofula, 
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Scrofula ;  obfervations  on,  26,  27,  96,  lOO. 

Scrotum;  relaxation  of  the  ;  the  caufe  of,  201. 

Sirup  ;  Vdno's  vegetable  ;  its  ufe  in  the  lues  venerea,    372. 

Skin,  feems  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  fufceptibility  of  the  abforbents  to  receive  venereal  irritation,  261. 

Smallpox  ;  matter  immaterial  from  v/hat  fubject  taken,  1 3.  The  reafon  why  a  perfon  cannot  be 
infefted  twice  with  the,  300. 

South  Sea  iflands;  inhabitants  of,  how  infected  with  the  lues  venerea,  13. 

Strangury  >  the  ufe  ofblifters  in,  99.     Its  caufe,  162. 

Stricture;  different  kinds  of,  in.  Permanent;  defcription  of,  113.  Affeded  by  cold,  114.. 
Its  caufe,  ibid.  Common  to  moft  paflages  in  the  body,  ibid.  In  general  not  the  efFeft  of 
venereal  complaints,  115.  Its  cure  by  dilatation,  117.  Ufe  of  bougies  in,  118.  Frequently 
attended  with  fpafms,  ibid.  Its  cure  by  ulceration,  122.  Occafions  an  increafe  in  the 
ftrength  of  the  bladder,  125.  The  ufe  and  application  of  cauftic  to,  126,  155.  In  women  ; 
obfervations  on,  131.  In  women ;  its  cure,  132.  Attended  with  fpafmodic  affeftion,  133. 
Sometimes  relieved  by  a  gonorrhoea,  134.  Spafmodic;  its  treatment,  ibid.  Permanent  i 
difeafes  in  confequence  of,  143.     Bad  effedts  of  travelling  in,  163. 

Sugar  ;  one  of  the  bed  reftoratives  of  the  kind  we  are  acquainted  with,  354. 

Sulphur  ;  its  ufe  in  correfting  fome  of  the  effedts  of  mercury,  360. 

Suppreffion  of  urine  ;  how  relieved,  180.      Operations  for  the  cure  of,  184. 

Suppuration  ;  of  its  not  anfwering  the  common  final  intention  in  a  gonorrhcea,  30. 

Surfaces,  fecreting  and  non-fecreting,  what  they  are,  16.      Of  the  beft,  for  abforption,  336. 

Sympathy ;  divifion  of,  into  univerfal  and  partial,  i .  Partial,  divided  into  remote,  contiguous, 
and  continuous,  2.  Between  the  urethra  and  the  cutting  of  a  tooth  ;  an  inftance  of  it,  33. 
Occafions  a  variety  of  fymptoms  in  gonorrhcea,  51.  In  gonorrhoea  occafions  fwellings  in  the 
tefticles,  54,  92  ;  and  in  the  abforbent  glands,  57.  Sometimes  cures  a  gleet,  106.  Occa- 
fions affedlions  of  many  parts  during  the  ufe  of  bougies,  136,  142.  Between  the  Ikin  and 
deeper  feated  parts  of  the  body  when  cold  is  applied  to  the  former,  309. 

Syftem,  abforbent,  affefted  in  two  ways ;  by  irritation  and  the  abforption  of  matter,  57.  Dif- 
covery  of;  its  ufe  in  medicine,  253, 


Teeth  ;  tranfplanting  of,  fuppofed  to  communicate  the  lues  venerea,  379.  Of  difeafes  fuppofed 
to  be  venereal  produced  by,  391.  Produces  a  difeafe  which  fometimes  is  more  difficult  of  care 
than  the  venereal,  397. 

Tefticle  ;  fwelling  of  the,  arifes  from  fympathy  in  gonorrhoea,  54,  92,  220.  Swelled  ;  fymptoms 
of,  ibid.  Swelling  of,  is  not  venereal,  56,  91.  Swelling  of,  fometimes  produced  by  the 
gout,  ibid.  Swelled;  its  treatment,  91,  92.  The  ufe  of  vomits  in,  ibid.  Affected  fympa- 
■  thetically  from  the  ufe  of  bougies,  136,  142.     Of  the  decay  of  the,  20g. 

Tongue  ;  uliers  of  the,  are  feldom  venereal,  307. 

Tonfds,  venereal;  ulcers  of  the;  defcription  of,  322.     Tumefaction  of,  ibid.     Excoriation  ofj 

323.  369- 
Turpentine,  oil  of ;  its  ufe  in  hemorrhage  from  chancre,  234. 

V. 


INDEX. 


V. 


Veficulae  feminales ;  their  ufc,  48.    Are  feldom  difeafed,  175.    Of  the  difcharge  of  the  fccretloft 

of,  197.     Mucus  of;  the  diftiniflion  between  it  and  fcmen,   198. 
Viper;  an  oblLrvation  on  its  poifon,  36. 
Vomits;  their  ufc  in  a  fwelled  tefticle,  gi.     In  rcfohiiig  buboes,  272. 


U. 

Ulcers,  veiiereal  ;  of  the  nature  of,  289.     Of  the  tonfils  ;  defcription  of,  322. 

Ureter  and  kidney,  afFefted  in  a  gonorrhcea,  53.     Of  the  diftention  of  the  uretefs,  193'. 

Urethra;  ulcers  in  the,  not  produced  in  a  goriorrhcea,  29,  116.  A  fhort  hiftory  relative 'to 
that  fubjeft,  ibid.  An  inftance  of  its  fympathifing  with  the  cutting  of  a  tooth,  33.  Is  fome- 
times  the  feat  of  the  gout  and  rheumatifm,  ibid.  Its  aftion,  46.  What  parts  of  the,  furnifli 
the  matter  in  a  gonorrhoea,  48.  Bleeding  of,  49.  How  affefted  by  inflammation,  50.  Bleed- 
ings from ;  their  treatment,  88.  Suppuration  of  its  glands  ;  how  treated,  90.  Obfervations 
on  its  ufes,  10.  Obftruclions  of;  the  different  kinds  of,  ill.  Parts  of  the,  moft  fubjeii:  to 
ftrifture,  113.  Lacunre  of,  a  bougie  frequently  flops  in  them,  120.  Different  kinds  of  ob- 
ftructions  which  take  place  in  that  canal,  126.  Sometimes  a  new  paflage  Is  made  along  the 
fide  of  the  urethra  by  boug'ies  ;  the  treatment  and  cure  of  that  accident,  138,  139.  Enlarge- 
ment of,  143.  Inflammation  of  the  parts  furrounding  the  ;  treatment  of,  151,  153.  Abfcefles 
near  the  ;  their  treatment,  151,  152.  Spafmodic  affeftions  of  the,  162.  Their  caufe,  ibid. 
Their  cure,  163.  Paralyfis  of,  166;  its  cure,  ibid.  ;  the  ufe  of  cantharides  in,  ibid.  And 
bladder  contract  and  relax  alternately,  177.  Inconveniences  which  arife  when  thefe  aftions 
do  not  take  place  regularly,   178.     Their  treatment,  179.     Mucus  of;  of  the  difcharge  of,. 

197- 
Urine  ;  of  a  new  paffage  formed  for  the,  144.     The  mifchief  it  occafions  by  being  difl^ufed  into 

the  cellular  membrane  of  the  fcrotum  and  neighbouring  parts,  i"t'5,  Defcription  of  an  opera- 
tion to  prevent  it,  146.  To  be  drawn  off"  frequently  in  fuppreiTions  of,  147,  183.  Suppref- 
fionof;  how  relieved,  180.  SupprefTion  of ;  operations  for  the  cure  of,  J84.  Suppreflioa 
of;  the  ufe  of  calomel  and  opium  in,  188.      Should  never  be  retained  a  length  of  time  in  the 


bladder,  195. 


W. 


Warts,  venereal ;  their  treatment,  251. 

Weaknefs,  feminal ;   its  caufe,  206.     The  ufe  of  opium  in,  Ibid.     Its  cure,  208. 


Y. 

Yaws  ;  cafe  of  a  gentleman  infe£led  with  the,  382.     Defcription  of  the,  383, 
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